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Navigating an Alien World: Powerful Lessons from Avraham and Lot
| The Aberration
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1 And the two angels came to Sodom in the evening; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom; and Lot
saw them, and rose up to meet them; and he fell down on his face to the earth; 2 and he said:
'‘Behold now, my lords, twn aside, I pray you, into your servant's house, and spend the night, and
wash your feet, then wake up early and go on your way.' And they said: 'No, we will spend the
night in the street.' 3 And he urged them greatly; and they turned toward him, and came into his
house; and he made a feast for them, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 4 But hefore
they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, converged upon the house, from young to
old, all the people from every quarter. S And they called to Lot, and said to him: 'Where are the
men that came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may know them.' 6 And Lot went
out to them at the entrance, and shut the door behind him. 7 And he said: 'I pray you, my
brothers, do not act wickedly. 8 Bchold now, I pray you, [ bave two daughters that havenot
known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out to you, and do to them as you please; only to
these men do nothing; inasmuch as they have come under the shadow of my roof.' 9 And they
said: 'Stand back.' And they said: 'This fellow came to sojourn, and he will act the judge; now
will we deal worse with you, than with them.’ And they pressed sore upon the man, upon Lot,
and drew snear to break the door.

11. The Journey
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10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld ali the plain of the Jordan, that it was well watered
everywhere, before Hashem desxoyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of Hashem, like
the land of Egypt, as you go unto Zoar. 11 And Lot chose for himself the eatire plain of the
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Jordan; and Lot journeyed from the East; and they separated one from another, 12 Abram settled
in the land of Canaan, and Lot settled in the cities of the Plain, and he tented until Sodom.
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12 And they took Lot, the son of Avram’s brother, and his goods, and departed; and he was
living in Sodom.

v’ P95 NwRIa
:XIR DYOR AWM DNARIPY 0p™1 1Y K™ DT0 WWA AW 1191 2992 0D 2"IRDN W IRIM (R)

1 And the two angels came to Sodom in the evening; and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom;
and Lot saw them, aed rose up to meet them; and he fell down on his face to tbe earth;
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1 And the life of Sara was a hundred and seven and twenty years; these were the years of the life
of Sara. 2 And Sara died in Kiriat Arba--the same is Hebron--in the land of Canaan; and
Avraham came to eulogize Sarah, and to weep for her. 3 And Abraham rose up from before his
dead, and spoke unto the children of Heth, saying: 4 'A stranger and a citizen am I with you: give

me a possession of a burying-place with you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.' § And
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the children of Heth answered Avraham. saying to him: 6 'Hear us, my lord: a prince of God are
you in our midst; in the choicest of our burial places bury your dead: none of us will withhold
from you his burial place. from burying vour dead.' 7 And Avraham rose up, and bowed down to
the people of the land, to the children of Heth. 8 And he spoke with them, saying: 'If it is truly
your will to bury my dead from before me, hear me, and int¢rcede for me with Ephron the son of
Zohar. 9 And let him grant to me the cave of Machpelah which is his, which is at the edge of his
field; for the full price let him give it to me in the midst of you for a possession of a burying-
place.' 10 And Ephron was sitting in the midst of the children of Heth; and Ephron the Hitsite
answered Abraham in the hearing ofthe children of Heth, for all who came to the gate ofhis
city, saying: 11 'No, my lord, hear me! I have given you the field, and the cave that is therein, I
have given it to you; in the view of the children of my people I have given it to you; bury your
dead.' 12 And Avraham bowed down befose the people of the land. 13 And he spoke to Ephron
in the hearing of the people of the land, saying: 'But ifyou only would hear me: [ give the price
of the field; take it from me, and I will bury my dead there.' 14 And Ephron answered Avraham,
saying to him: 15 'My Jord, hear me! Land worth four hundred shekels of silver,-betwsen me and
you-what is it? Buey your dead.' 16 And Avraham heeded Ephron; and Avraham weighed out to
Ephron the silver, which he had nemed in the hearing of the children of Heth, four hundred
shekels of silver, in it negotiable currency. 17 And Ephron’s field, which was in Machpelah,
which was before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all the trees that were in
tbe field, which were in all its surrounding boundaries, were confirined 18 unto Avraham as a
purchase in the view of the children of Heth, among all who came to the gate of his city. 19 And
after this, Avrabam buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre,
which ts Hebron, in the land of Canaan. 20 And the field, and the cave thatis therein, were
confirned as Avraham’s for a possession of a burying-place from the children of Heth.
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1 And Avrabam was old, well on in years; and Hashem had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 And
Avraham said to his scrvant, the elder of his house, who controlled all that he had: ‘Place, I pray

thee, your hand under my thigh. 3 And I will make you swear by Hashem, the God of heaven and

the God of the earth, that you shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the

Canasmites, among whom I dwell. 4 Rather to my land and to my birthplace shall you go and

take a wife for my son. for lsaac.'
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