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D af 1 1 a

R'  Dimi  b.  Yitzchok  op e n e d  u p  hi s  Dra s h a  to  t h e  M e gila  a s  follows:  it  s ays
“w e ' r e  sl aves,  a n d  eve n  wi t hin  ou r  s e rvi tud e ,  w e  w e r e n ' t  d e s e r t e d  by  H a s h e m,
a n d  h e  s p r e a d  ove r  u s  kind n e s s  b efo r e  t h e  Pe r sia n  kings.”  Wh e n  w a s  t his?  In  t h e
d ays  of  H a m a n.  R'  Ch a nin a  b .  Pa p p a  op e n e d  u p  hi s  Dr as h a  to  t h e  M e gila  a s
follows:  "you  h av e  pl ac e d  on  u s  a  p e r so n  to  b e  a  le a d e r  u po n  u s.  We  w e n t  in to
fire  a n d  w a t er." 'Fi r e '  r efe r s  to  t h e  d ays  of  N evuc h a d n e tzer.  'Wat e r '  r efe r s  to  t h e
d ays  of P h a ro h.  "You took u s  ou t  to  ex t r e m e  s alva tion," in t h e  d ays  of H a m a n.

R'  Yocha no n  op e n e d  his  Dr as h a  to  t h e  M e gila:  "r e m e m b e r  t h e  kind n e s s  a n d
fai th  to  t h e  ho us e  of  Yisr a el.  All  t h e  p eo ple  of  t h e  lan d  s a w  t h e  s alva tion  of
H a s h e m. '  w h e n  did  "all  t h e  p eo ple  of  t h e  lan d  s a w  t h e  s alva tion  of  H a s h e m?"  In
t h e  d ays  of Mo r dich ai a n d  Es t h e r

Reish  Lakish  op e n e d  his  Dr as h a  to  t h e  M e gila:  "th e  lion  ro a r e d  a n d  t h e
h u n g ry  b e a r  a n d  t h e  wicke d  r ul e r  ove r  a  dow n e d  p eo ple."  "The  lion  ro a r e d"  t hi s
w a s  t h e  wicke d  N evuc h a d n e tz er,  a s  t h e  Pas uk  s ays  "th e  lion  w e n t  u p  fro m  its
t hick e t"   "The  h u n g ry  b e a r  " t his  r efe r s  to  Achas hvei ros h,  a s  t h e  Pas uk  s ays  "th e
a ni m al  af t e r  t h e  b e a s t  w a s  t h e  b e ar."  R'  Yosef  explains  t h a t  t his  r ef e r s  to  t h e
Pe rsi a ns  w ho  e a t  a n d  d rink  like  b e a r s  a n d  t h ey ' r e  full  of  fles h  like  a  b e a r  a n d
t h ey  g row  t h ei r  h ai r  long  like  b e a r s  a n d  t h ey  do n ' t  h av e  a ny  r e s t  like  b e a r s .  "The
wicke d  r ule r"  r efe r s  to  H a m a n.  "Over  a  dow n e d  p eople"  r efe r s  to  t h e  Jews  w ho
w e r e  lacking  Mitzvos.

R'  Elaza r  op e n e d  hi s  Dr a s h a  to  t h e  M e gila:  "With  t h ei r  lazin es s,  t h e  roofe r
b ec a m e  poo r  a n d  fro m  t h ei r  d ro p pin g  t h ei r  h a n d s  t h e  ho us e  d rip p e d  in.""With
t h ei r  lazines s,"  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  laziness  of  t h e  Jews  fro m  lea r ning  Tora h.  "The
roofe r  b ec a m e  poo r"   h e  m a d e  t h e  ' h a t e r s '  of H a s h e m  poo r  (i.e.,  a n  idiom  to  r ef e r
to  H a s h e m),  a s  t h e  Pas uk  c alls  'M ac h '  poor,  a s  i t  s ays  "if  h e ' s  too  poo r  for  his
ev alu a tion."  The  roofe r  is  no n e  o t h e r  t h a n  H a s h e m,  a s  t h e  Pas uk  s ays  "th e  On e
w ho  roofed  his  u p p e r  floor  in w a t er."  

R'  N a c h m a n  b.  Yitzchok   op e n e d  his  Dr a s h a  to  t h e  M e gila:  "song  to  a bove;
if it  w a s n ' t  for  H a s h e m  w ho  w a s  wi th  u s .  N o w  s ay  Jews;  if it  w as n ' t  for  H a s h e m
t h a t  w a s  wi th  u s  w h e n  a  m a n  c a m e  u po n  u s."  I t  w a s  a  (r e g ula r)  m a n,  (H a m a n),
a n d  no t  a  king.

R ava  op e n e d  his  Dra s h a  to  t h e  M e gila:  "with  m a ny  righ t eo us,  t h e  p eo ple
w e r e  h a p py.  With  a  wicke d  r ul e r  t h e  p eo ple  sig h e d."  "With  m a ny  righ t eo us,  t h e
p eo ple  w e r e  h a p py."  t his  r efe r s  to  Mo r dich ai  a n d  Es t h er,  a s  t h e  Pas uk  s ays  "th e
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ci ty  of  S h u s h a n  w a s  full  of  joy."  "With  a  wicke d  r ul e r  t h e  p eo ple  sigh"  r efe r s  to
H a m a n,  a s  t h e  Pas uk  s ays  "the  ci ty of S h u s h a n  w a s  p e r plexe d."

R av  M a s n a  (said  his  op e ning  Dr a s h a  to  t h e  M e gila)  fro m  h e r e :  "who  is  t h e
g r e a t  n a tion  t h a t  h a s  H a s h e m  alw ays  clos e  to  t h e m."  R'  Ashi  s ays  fro m  h e r e :
"which  H a s h e m  t e s t s  e t c ."  R av  s ays  fro m  h e r e:  "an d  you  will  b e  sold  for  sl aves
a n d  m aids  (bu t  t h e r e  wo n ' t  b e  a ny  b uye r s,  sinc e  H a m a n  will no t  a g r e e  to  s ell, b u t
only  to  kill  t h e m.)"  S h m u el  s ays  fro m  h e r e:  "H as h e m  won ' t  b e  di sg us t e d  a n d
w a n t  to  g e t  r id  of  t h e m  to  d e s t roy  t h e m."  "H as h e m  wo n ' t  b e  di sg u s t e d"  in  t h e
d ays  of  t h e  Gr e e ks  "an d  w a n t  to  g e t  r i d  of  t h e m"  in  t h e  d ays  of  N evuc h a d n e tz ar.
"To d e s t roy t h e m" in t h e  d ays  of H a m a n.  "To dis solve  t h e  t r e a ty  wi th  t h e m" in t h e
d ays  of t h e  Pe r si ans .  "I a m  H a s h e m  you r  G-d" in t h e  d ays  of Gog  a n d  M a go g.

We  lea r n e d  in  a  Brais a:  "Ha s h e m  wo n ' t  b e  di sg us t e d"  in  t h e  d ays  of  t h e
Kas h dim  t h a t  I  b ro u g h t  Da nial,  Ch a n a nia,  Mis hol  a n d  Azarya.  "And  w a n t  to  g e t
rid  of t h e m" in t h e  d ays  of t h e  Gr e eks,  sinc e  H e  b ro u g h t  u s  S hi mo n  H a tz a dik,  t h e
Ch a s h m a n ai m  a n d  t h ei r  so ns  a n d  M a tisya h u  Kohain  Ga dol.  "To d e s t roy  t h e m"  in
d ays  of H a m a n  t h a t  H e  b ro u g h t  u s  Mo r dich ai  a n d  Es t h er.  "To dis solve  t h e  t r e a ty
wi th  t h e m"  in  t h e  d ays  of t h e  Pe r sia n s,  t h a t  I b ro u g h t  Re b bi  a n d  t h e  Ch a c h u mi m.
"I a m  H a s h e m  you r  G-d" in t h e  fu t u r e  w h e r e  no  n a tion  could  r ul e  ove r  you.

R'  Levi  s ays  fro m  h e r e :  "if  you  do n ' t  inh e ri t  t h e  lan d  e t c .  (an d  you  wo n ' t
figh t  t h e  Kan a nim,  t h e n  you'll  g e t  p u nis h e d."  H a m a n  w a s  also  a  p u nis h m e n t  for
S h a ul  no t  killing  Amaleik.)  R'  Chiya  s ays  fro m  h e r e :  "wh a t  I  pl a n n e d  to  do  to
t h e m  (th e  no n-Jews) I'll do  to  you  ins t e a d ." (The  s a m e  ide a  a s  b efo r e.)

"It  w a s  (Vahe hi)  t h e  d ays  of  Achas hvei ros h"  R av  Dar s h e n s  (Vayehi)  a s  Vay
a n d  H ei  (exp r e s sions  of  Oy  Vey).  On  t h e  n a m e  "Ach as hvei ros,"  Rav  Dar s h e n s  h e
w a s  a  b ro t h e r  (Ach)  of t h e  (Ros h)  h e a d  (i.e.,  t h ey  w e r e  si mila r).  H e  w a s  also  h a d
t h e  s a m e  M az al  a s  t h e  h e a d.  H e  w a s  t h e  b ro t h e r  of  t h e  h e a d;  t h a t  m e a n s;  t h e
wicke d  N evuc h a d n ez t e r  w ho  w a s  c all  a  h e a d,  a s  it  s ays  "you  a r e  t h e  gold e n
h e a d."  H e  al so  h a d  t h e  s a m e  M az al,  since  N evuc h a d n e tz e r  killed  (Jews),  w hile
Acha s hvei ros h  w a n t e d  to  kill.  N evuc h a d n ez t e r  d e s t roye d  t h e  Mikd a s h  a n d
Acha s hvei ros h  w a n t e d  to  d e s t roy  (wh a t  t h e  Jews  s t a r t e d  b uilding  t h e  foun d a tion
of  t h e  Mikd as h  d u rin g  Kores h ' s  r ul e .)  As t h e  Pas uk  s ays  "du ring  t h e  king do m  of
Acha s hvei ros h,  d u ring  t h e  b e gin nin g  of  his  r eig n,  h e  w ro t e  a  b a d  d e c r e e  for
t hos e  w ho  live  in  Yehud a  a n d  Yerus h alayim.”  S h m u el  Dar s h e n s  Acha s hvei ros h ' s
n a m e;  t h a t  t h e  Jews '  face s  d a rk e n e d  (H us hc h a r u)  like  t h e  bo t to m  of  a  po t  in  his
d ays.  R'  Yocha n a n  explains;  all  w ho  hi m  wo uld  s ay  "(Ach  L' ros h)  my  h e a d  h u r t s ."
R'  Ch a nin a  s ays;  eve ryon e  b e co m e  (Ras hin)  poo r  in  his  d ays.  As  it  s ays  "King
Acha s hvei ros h  pl ac e d  a  t ax."

"H e ' s  Ach as hvei ros h"  (con no ting  t h a t  w a s  hi m)  t h a t  h e  w a s  wicke d  fro m
b e gin ning  to  e n d"  "H e ' s  Eis uv,"  t h a t  h e  w a s  wicke d  fro m  b e gin nin g  to  e n d.
"They' r e  Das a n  a n d  Aviru m" t h a t  t h ey  w e r e  wicke d  fro m  b e ginning  to  e n d.   "H e ' s
King  Achaz"  t h a t  h e  w a s  wicke d  fro m  b e gin ning  to  e n d"  "H e ' s  Avrah a m"  t h a t  h e
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w a s  rig h t eou s  fro m  b e gin nin g  to  e n d.  "Dovid  w a s  s m all."  t h a t  h e  w a s  s m all  a n d
h u m ble  fro m  b e ginning  to  e n d.  The  s a m e  w ay w h e n  h e  w a s  you n g  h e  w a s  h u m ble
b efo r e  so m eo n e  w ho  w a s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  hi m  in  Tora h,  so  too  w h e n  h e  w a s  king  h e
w a s  h u m ble  b efor e  t hos e  w ho  w e r e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  hi m  in wisdo m.

"H e  r ul e d"  by  hi m s elf  ( th a t  h e  w a s n ' t  of  r oyal  d e sc e n t).  So m e  s ay  t h a t  t his
w a s  a  p r ais e  for  hi m  a n d  o t h e r s  s ay  it  w a s  a  di sg r a c e .  So m e  s ay  it  w a s  a  p r ais e
t h a t  t h ey  a p poin t e d  hi m  since  t h e r e  w a s  no  o t h e r  p e r so n  w ho ' s  a s  fit  to  b eco m e
king  t h a n  hi m.  Oth e r s  s ay  it ' s  a  di sg r a c e:  h e  w a s n ' t  r e ally fit  to  b eco m e  king,  b u t
h e  g ave  a  lot  of m o n ey for  t h e  posi tion.

"F ro m  H o d u  u n til  Kush."  Rav  a n d  S h m u el  dis a g r e e  to  it s  expla n a tion.  On e
s ays  t h a t  t h ey ' r e  fro m  t h e  opposi t e  e n d s  of  t h e  wo rld.  The  o t h e r  s ays  t h a t  t h ey
w e r e  n ext  to  e a c h  o t h er,  a n d  h e  r ule d  t h e  w hole  wo rld  jus t  like  h e  r ul e d  ove r
H o d u  a n d  Kush  (th a t  h e  r ul e d  t h e  w hole  wo rld  a s  s t ro n g  a s  if  t h ey ' r e  jus t  t wo
cou n t rie s  n ext  to  e a c h  o th e r).  Simila rly,  "(Shlo mo)  con q u e r e d  t h e  o t h e r  side  of
t h e  rive r  fro m  Tifsach  u n til  Aza."  R av  a n d  S h m u el  dis a g r e e  to  t h e  expla n a tion.
On e  s ays  t h a t  t h ey ' r e  fro m  t h e  op posi t e  e n d s  of  t h e  wo rld.  The  o th e r  s ay  t h a t
t h ey  w e r e  n ex t  to  e ac h  o th er, a n d  h e  r ul e d  t h e  w hole  wo rld  jus t  like  h e  r ul e d  ove r
Tifsac h  u n til  Aza  (th a t  h e  r ul e d  t h e  w hole  world  a s  s t r on g  a s  if t h ey ' r e  jus t  t wo
cou n t rie s  n ex t  to  e a c h  o th e r).

"Seve n,  t w e n ty  a n d  a  h u n d r e d  cou n t ri e s." R'  Chisd a  s ays  t h a t  h e  fi r s t  r ul e d
ove r  s eve n,  t h e n  on  t w e n ty,  a n d  a t  t h e  e n d,  h e  r ul ed  on  a  h u n d r e d.  The  Ge m a r a
a sks:  if  so,  w h e n  t h e  Pas uk  s ays  "th e  d ays  of  Amr a m  w e r e  s eve n,  t hi r ty  a n d  a
h u n d r e d  ye ar,"  w h a t  Dr as h a  will  you  m a k e  of  it?  The  Ge m a r a  a n s w e r s:  h e r e  is
diffe r e n t  sinc e  it ' s  ex t r a .  I t  s hould  h ave  only  s aid  "fro m  Ho d u  u n til  Kus h."  Why
m u s t  it  s ay  it  w a s  on e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n ty  s eve n  cou n t ri e s?  To  t e a c h  u s  t his
Dr a s h a.

N e w  S u g y a

The  Ra b a n a n  lea r n e d:  t h r e e  p eo ple  r eign e d  ove r  all  t h a t ' s  u n d e r  t h e  sky' s
do m e  (i.e.,  ove r  t h e  w hole  world);  Achav,  N evuc h a d n e tze r  a n d  Acha s hvei ros h.
We s e e  t h a t  Achav  r ul e d  ove r  all  a s  i t  s ays  "(Ovadia  told  Eliya h u:  I  s w e a r)  in  t h e
n a m e  of H a s h e m  you r  G-d  t h a t  t h e r e  is  no  n a tion  o r  king  t h a t  my  m a s t e r  s e n t  to
find  you  e t c .  a n d  t h ey  s aid  no,  a n d  t h ey  s wor e  to  hi m."  If it  w a s n ' t  t h a t  h e  r ul e d
ove r  all  of  t h e m,  ho w  did  h e  m a k e  all  t hos e  kings  s w e a r  to  hi m?  We  s e e  t h a t
N evuc h a d n e tz e r  r ule d  ove r  all  of  t h e m,  a s  i t  s ays  "th e  n a tion  a n d  king do m  (th a t
s e rve d)  N evuc h a d n e tz e r  a n d  wo uldn ' t  p u t  t h ei r  n e cks  in  t h e  Bab el ' s  king ' s  yoke."
We s e e  t h a t  Achas hvei ros h  r ul e d  ove r  all  of t h e m,  a s  w e  s aid  (th a t  h e  r ul e d  fro m
H o d u  u n til Kus h).

Tosfo s  i s  b o th er e d  by  th e  q u e s t i on:  w h y  d o n't  w e  li s t  Alex an d er  of
M ak adi mia  a s  s o m e o n e  w h o  rul e d  throu g h o ut  th e  w orld?
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Tosfo s  a n s w e r s:  w e'r e  o nly  li s t in g  th o s e  w h o  th e  P's ukim  w ri t e
e x pli c i t ly  a b o ut  th e m .

D af  1 1 b

The  Ge m a r a  a sks:  is  t h e r e  no  o t h e r  p e r son  to  p u t  on  t h a t  lis t?  Afte r  all,
did n ' t  S hlo mo  r ul e  ove r  t h e  wo rld?  The  Ge m a r a  a n s w e r s:  hi s  king do m  didn ' t  las t
(bu t  h e  w a s  r e m ove d).  The  Ge m a r a  a sks:  t hi s  fit s  w ell  only  to  t h e  opinion  t h a t
S hlo mo  w a s  a  king  a n d  t h e n  a  co m mo n e r  (an d  n eve r  b e c a m e  a  king  a g ain).
H ow ever,  w h a t  c a n  you  a n s w e r  a cco r din g  to  t h e  opinion  t h a t  h e  w a s  a  king,
co m m o n e r  a n d  a  king  (i.e.,  t h a t  h e  w a s  r eins ti t u t e d ,  so  h e  w a s  king  u n til  h e
p a s s e d  a w ay)?  The  Ge m a r a  a n s w e r s:  S hlo mo  h a d  a n  ex t r a  a bili ty  (which  m a k e s
hi m  ove r q u alified  for  t his  lis t)  a s  h e  w a s  king  ove r  t h e  u p p e r  wo rlds  (i.e.,
d e m o ns,  w ho  a r e  p a r t  of  t h e  s pi ri t u al  wo rld)  b e side s  t h e  lowe r  wo rld.  As  t h e
Pas uk  s ays  "Shlomo s a t  on  t h e  t h ron e  of H a s h e m."

The  Ge m a r a  a sks:  w hy  no t  lis t  S a nc h e r ev?  Afte r  all  it  s ays  "who,  fro m  all
t h e  go ds  of  t h e s e  lan ds ,  s ave d  his  land  fro m  m e."  The  Ge m a r a  a n s w e r s:  t h e r e
w a s  s till Yerus h alayim t h a t  h e  n eve r  con q u e r e d.

The  Ge m a r a  a sks:  b u t  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  Da ryave s h  w ho  r ul e d  t h e  wo rld?  As t h e
Pas uk  s ays:  "Kin g  Daryaves h  w ro t e  to  all  n a tions  living  in  all  lan ds ,  m u c h  p e a c e
e t c."  The  Ge m a r a  a n s w e r s:  t h e r e  w a s  s eve n  t h a t  h e  did n ' t  r ul e  ove r  a s  it  s ays  "it
w a s  told  b efo r e  Da ryave s h  a n d  h e  a p poin t e d  Achs t rip h a d n a  to  lea d  t h e  h u n d r e d
a n d  t w e n ty (coun t rie s)."

The  Ge m a r a  a sks:  b u t  isn ' t  t h e r e  Kores h?  As  it  s ays  "  Kores h,  king  of
Pe rsi a,  s aid  ' all lands  w a s  give n  to  m e  by H a s h e m. '" The  Ge m a r a  a n s w e r s:  h e  w a s
only p r aising  hi m s elf, (so, h e  w a s  exa g g e r a ting).

In  t hos e  d ays,  w h e n  King  Ach as hvei ros h  s e t tl e d  e t c .  on  t h e  t hi r d  ye a r  of
his  king do m.  R ava  s ays:  w h a t  do es  it  m e a n  by  "wh e n  h e  s e t tl e d?"  Tha t  w h e n  hi s
min d  w a s  s e t tl e d  (th a t  t h e r e  would n ' t  b e  a ny  p ro ble m).  H e  s aid:  Balsh e tze r
c alcula t e d ,  b u t  m a d e  a  mis t ak e,  b u t  I'll  m a k e  t h e  c alcula tion  a n d  I  won ' t  m a k e  a
mis t ak e.  Wh a t  is  t his  c alcula tion?  H a s h e m  s aid  "wh e n  Bavel  finish e s  s eve n ty
ye a r s ,  I  will  r e m e m b e r  you  (an d  r e d e e m  you)."  I t  al so  s ays  "I  will  r e b uild  t h e
r uin s  of  Yerus h alayim  in  s eve n ty  ye a r s ."  So,  you  a d d  t h e  for ty  five  ye a r s  of
N evuc h a d n e tz a r  to  t h e  t w e n ty  t h r e e  ye a r s  of  Avil  fro m  Rod ec h  a n d  t wo  of  hi s
(Balsh tza r),  you 'll  h ave  s eve n ty. The r efo r e  Bals h e tz a r  took  ou t  t h e  ves s els  of  t h e
Beis  H a mikd a s h  a n d  u s e d  t h e m

The  Ge m a r a  a sks:  how  do  w e  know  t h a t  N evuc h a d n e tz a r  r ul e d  for  for ty
five  ye a r s?  The  Ge m a r a  a n s w e r s:  a s  w e  lea r n e d;  "th ey w e r e  exiled  on  t h e  s eve n t h
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ye ar, e ig h t h  ye ar, e ig h t e e n t h  ye a r  a n d  nin e t e e n t h  year."

(The  c h ronological  o r d e r  for  t h e  exile  w a s  t h a t  N evuc h a d n e tz a r  killed  King
Yehoyak u m,  w ho  r e b elled  a g ains t  hi m  in  t h e  s eco n d  ye a r  of  his  r eig n  a n d  h e  s e t
u p  his  son  Yehoyac ho n  to  b e  king.  The n,  s eve n  ye a r s  la t er, his  a dvise r s  convinc e d
hi m  t h a t  no t hing  good  c a n  co m e  fro m  t h e  son  of w ho  r e b elled  a g ain s t  hi m,  so  h e
exiled  Yehoyac hon  a n d  s e t  u p  Tzidkiyah u  a s  t h e  king.  Eleve n  ye a r s  la t e r  h e  exiled
Tzidkiya h u  a n d  d e s t roye d  t h e  Mikd a s h  a n d  exiled  all t h e  Jews.)

The r efo r e ,  w e  explain  it:  t h e  exile  of  Yoyach a n  w a s  s eve n  yea r s  af t e r  t h e
con q u e ring  of  King  Yoyakim,  w hich  w a s  t h e  eigh t h  yea r  fro m  N evuc h a d n e tz a r ' s
r eign.  Tzidkiya h u  w a s  exiled  on  t h e  eig h t e e n t h  ye a r  af t e r  t h e  con q u e rin g  of King
Yoyakim, w hich  w a s  t h e  nin e t e e n t h  yea r  fro m  N evuc h a d n e tza r ' s  r eig n.

As w e  h av e  a  s t a t e m e n t :  N evuc h a d n e tza r  co n q u e r e d  Ninvei in  hi s  fi r s t  yea r
a n d  Yehoyaku m  in  hi s  s eco n d  ye ar.  The  Pas uk  s ays  "af te r  t hi r ty  s eve n  ye a r s  fro m
Yoyachon ' s  exile,  Avil fro m  Rod ec h,  t h e  king  of Bavel,  lifte d  Yoyacho n  t h e  king  of
Yehud a,  a n d  r e m ove d  hi m  fro m  p rison.  (Sinc e  N evuc h a d n e tz a r  r ein e d  eigh t  ye a r s
b efo r e  Yoyacho n ' s  exile;  eig h t  plu s  t hi r ty  five  e q u als  t h e  for ty  five  ye a r s  of
N evuc h a d n e tz a r ' s  r eig n.)  We  le a r n  t h a t  Avil  fro m  Rod ec h  r ule d  t w e n ty  t h r e e
ye a r s  fro m  a  t r a di tion.  Wh e n  you  a d d  t wo  ex t r a  fro m  Balsh e tz ar,  it  a ll  e q u als
s eve n ty. The r efo r e ,  h e  cl ai ms,  t h ey  will n eve r  b e  r e d e e m e d  fro m  now  on.  H e  t h e n
took  ou t  t h e  vess els  of  t h e  Mikd a s h  a n d  u s e d  t h e m.  This  is  w h a t  Da niel
co m m e n t e d  to  hi m:  "you  pl ac e d  you rs elf  a bove  t h e  M a s t e r  of  H e ave n,  a n d  you
u s e d  t h e  Mikd as h ' s  vess el s  b efo r e  you."  The n  it  s ays  "Bavel ' s  King  Balsh e tz a r
w a s  killed  t h a t  nig h t ."  I t  s ays  la t e r  "Da ryaves h  t h e  M a d ai  r ec eive d  t h e  king do m
w h e n  h e  w a s  sixty t wo  ye a r s  old"

Acha s hvei ros h  s aid:  h e  c alcula t e d  a n d  m a d e  a  mis t ak e.  I 'll  c alcula t e  a n d  I
wo n ' t  m a k e  a  mi s t ak e.  Afte r  all,  do e s  i t  s ay  (seve n ty  yea r s)  fro m  t h e  king do m  of
Bavel?  N o,  i t  s ays  fro m  Bavel,  w hich  w e 'll  in t e r p r e t  to  m e a n  fro m  t h e  exile  to
Bavel.  H ow  m u c h  is  missin g  (fro m  Balsh e tz a r ' s  c alcula tion),  a n  ext r a  eig h t  yea r s.
So,  h e  a d d e d  on e  of  Balsh e tz a r ' s ,  five  of  Da ryave s h ' s  a n d  t wo  of  hi s  ow n,  t h a t
e q u als  s eve n ty.  H e  claim e d:  sinc e  it  p a s s e d  s eve n ty  ye a r s  a n d  t h ey  w e r e n ' t
r e d e e m e d,  t h ey  will  n eve r  b e  r e d e e m e d  fro m  no w  on.  H e  t h e n  took  ou t  t h e
vess el s  of t h e  Mikd a s h  a n d  u s e d  t h e m.  The  S a t a n  d a nc e d  a m o n g  t h e m  a n d  killed
Vash ti.

The  Ge m a r a  a sks:  didn ' t  h e  m a k e  a  good  c alcula tion?  The  Ge m a r a  a n s w e r s:
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h e  also  m a d e  a  mis t ak e .  H e  s ho uld  h ave  c alcula t e d  fro m  Yerus h alayim 's
d e s t r uc tion.  The  Ge m a r a  a sks:  a t  t h e  e n d  of  t h e  d ay, how  m u c h  is  missing?  Ho w
m u c h  did  Achas hvei ros h  r eig n?  Fou r t e e n  ye a r s .  If so,  it s hould  h ave  b e e n  b uil t  by
his  fou r t e e n t h  ye ar,  b u t  t h e  Pas uk  s ays  "they  s top p e d  wo rking  in  t h e  ho us e  of
H a s h e m  in  Yerus h alayim?"  Ra b b a h  a n s w e r s:  t h e  ye a r s  w h e r e  no t  co m ple t e;  (i.e.,
t h a t  two  kings  m ay  b e  cou n t e d  for  t h e  s a m e  ye a r  since  on e  die d  h alf  w ay  d u ring
t h e  year.)

D af 1 2 a
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