Why did Rachel steal the Terafim?

Rabbi Chanoch (Eli) Ozarowski
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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN

CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
113 - FORBIDDEN FRUIT?

GRAFTIN IN ECIES TREES
0 RA -
A] FRUIT-SALAD TREE
1. A Frult Salad Tree is a tree that grows up to six different types of fruit all on the one tree. They are multi-grafted trees with

diffetent fruits from the same family grafted together on the one tree. Alf the frvits retaln their own charactetistics like flavour,
appearance and ripening times. Fruit Salad Trees can be grown in a pot or in the ground, perfect for your balcony or backyard
and are suitable forall climates.

s https:/fwww fruitsaladtrees.com/
Jt is possible to buy trees with 6 fruits growing fron the same stock, as a result of multiple grafiing.’

In fact, this winter, we discovered that we have such a tree in our garden! it lay dormant for many years, but following the pianting of a
{purebred) grapefruit tree close-by, it fruited prolifically, producing grapefruits in one side and oranges on the cther!

Tbe orange half of the tree The @apefwtt hatf of the tree

What are the halachic and hashkafic implications of such a tree? In particular:

(i) was it permitted to create it? -

(ii) may we eat the fruit which grows on it?

(lii) can we make a Shehechiyanu on the fruit?

(iv) does 1t require differentterumot and ma'aserot ta be taken for the different fruits?
(v) can we make a beracha on ghe tree in Nissan?

2. The vast majority of fruit trees today are grafted. Most of them are grafted in a halachically permissible fashion (similar
species, min bemino), while others are not (different species, min be'eina ming), and at times there is not 2 definite
delineation of these categories (uncertain species, safek mino). There are various professional rationale involved in grafting.
Nurserymen want the tree to produce a specific fruit and selectthe scion accordingly. The stock {also called rootstock), on the
other hand, is selected for % compatibility with soil conditions, pest-repellent abilities, the quality and guantity of its yield,

and its season of yield, among other factors.
Grafting: A Review - Lema’seh Contemporary Halacha, Torah VeHa'aretz’

1. Foravideoon how to grow a treewith grapefit, lemon, mandarin, orange, pomello and limes see nttps://youty.be/otCrISFuic. But topick upa tréefromthis nursery, you'llhave

o @0 to New South Wale in Australial
2. Avslable, with a comprehienaliue overview of the sopic at hitps://www.toraland.org)l/ eny'beit- midvach/ halschic-guides/mitzvot-of-the-land/grafting-a-1evew/. For more
Information about Machon HaTorah VeHrAretz see http ://www.toraland.org.ii/en/about/
Ta dowilload more source sheets and audio shlurim visit www.cabblmanning.com
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B] GRAFTING AND BOUNDARIES - SOME HASHKAFIC CONSIDERATIONS
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The Torah emphasizes that each species of vegetation and trees was created separately and distinctly - ‘lemino .
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God, in His wisdom, created the world with full potential and with iis separate species. We are not allowed to mix these -
‘kilayim’ - as this detracts from the perfection and blessing W‘reﬁiﬂn.
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Rav Kook stresses the importance of defining the boundary between enhancing nature and undermining nature.’

Are these sensitivities intended to apply to humankind as a whole?
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God held back from some aspects of Creation, which he lefi for humankind’s technological achievement. This is
expressed as Adam inventing fire and cross-breeding animals at the beginning of the first *working week’.
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In the account of the generat ons of Seir at the end of Parashat Vayishlach, there is a strange account of how Ana
discovered the ‘Yeimim' in the desert, when he was looking afier his father’s donkeys.
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The Yerushalmi sees this as a warning against cross-breeding and the inadvertent creation of a more dangerous world.

ad®, . .

* According to the Yerushalml, the possibllity of cross-breeding was built into the natural order of Creation in potential from the six
days of Creation - NawNN1 Y. Yet Ana was still culpable for releasing this into the worid. Evidently, the fact that something is
possible within the laws of nature, does not mean that it should be done.

« The unexpected consequence of Ana’s experimentation is the creation of an entirely new and dangerous lizard. Could this be a
mashal for the dangers of tampering with some elemenis of nature and the risks of dangerous inadvertent side-effects?

* How is this Midrash to be harmonized with that dealing with Adam on Motzei Shabbat? Chazal in Pesachim 54a comment that Ana
produced a negative result because he himself came fiom an illegitinate and negative background. Perhaps Chazal are
communicating that ones motiva¥ion and backgrounds are critical in assessing whether technolagical innovation is legitimate.

3. However, other Rishonim understand kilayim in very different ways. For the Rambam, itis intended to distance us from avoda zaia.

4. Afemale snake and a mate toad.

5. Ahighlygolsonous iz

6. Rav Dessler (Michtay Me’Ellyahu Vol 1 p 270) wr tes that Tuval Kayin {see Bereishit 4:22] is blamed not for the developmment of new meta tachnalogy, but for his unwillingress to
Yo download mare source shests and audio shiurim vistt wwy rabblmanalng.com




