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FINDING OUR SPACES AND PLACES IN THE #METO0O ERA

THE STRENGTH OF WOMEN’S SPACES — TANAKH CASE STUDIES
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And she would sit under the “Date tree of
Devorah”, between Ramah and Bet-El in Har
Ephraim, Bnei Yisrael came up to her for
judgment.
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And Sisra fled on food to the tent of Yael,
the wife of Hever the Kenite, since

there was peace between Yavin the king of
Hetzor and the house of Hever the Kenite. Yael
went out to greet Sisra and she said to him,
“Turn, my lord, turn to me, do not be scared.”
And he turned to her and she covered him with
arug ... And Yael the wife of Hever took the
tent-peg, took the hammer in her hand and came
to him quietly. She sank the peg in his temple,
and it pierced the ground, and he slept, fainted
and died.
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And as the midwives feared the Lord, He
(he) made them houses.
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his mother, and Rivkah was a wife for him, and
he loved her. And Yitzchak was comforted for
his mother.
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ESTHER VS. VASHTI
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And at the end of these days, the king made a
seven-day party for all of the residents of
Shushan the capital, from great to small, in the
courtyard of the garden of the king’s palace.
.. .Also Vashti the Queen made a women’s party,
in the royal house belonging to the King
Achashverosh.
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And the king should appoint officers in all the
provinces of the kingdom, and they should
gather all of the beautiful young virgins to the
house of the women, to the custody of Hegai
the king’s chamberlain, keeper of the women,
and their ointments should be given . . .

And it was, when the king’s word and law were
heard, and when the many young maidens were
gathered to the capital Shushan to the custody
of Hegai; and Esther was taken to the king’s
house to the custody of Hegai, keeper of the
women.
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And it was on the third day, Esther donned
royal garb, and stood in the inner court of the
king’s house abutting the king’s house; and
the king sat on his royal throne in the royal
house, abutting the entrance of the house.
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And Esther said, “If it pleases the king, may the
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king and Haman come today to the banquet
which I have prepared for him.” And the king
said, “Hurry Haman, to do as Esther has said.”
And the king and Haman came to the
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Rashi explains that each person is believed regarding the separation of Terumah, Shechitah and Nikkur of the
sciatic nerve and the fats. [Rashi] need not have to mention the separation of Terumah and Shechitah, as a
person is believed to have done these, even though the item had had a chazakah of being forbidden because he
had the ability to make them permitted, as Rashi explains later.

And similarly, in Yevamot, regarding Shechitah — even though now (after the animal is killed) it is impossible
to make it permitted, he originally has the ability to slaughter properly — for if not, [the shochet] would never
be believed, since the [animal] would have the status of being forbidden, [and even though the shochet is the
one who makes the meat permitted’], we never find that it is required to have someone supervise him. . .

And the fact that we rely on women regarding shechitah, even though they do not know the laws of shechitah
— since they have the ability to learn to slaughter properly, or to hire others to slaughter for her — it is
as if it is “in her hands”. ..

[Then, explaining how a woman’s ne’emanut regarding her Niddah status is unique,] . . and also, since she has
the ability to immerse [so she is believed whenever she says that she did.]
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chased me out to prepare for the Yom Tov of Pesach,
therefore I cannot elaborate as needed
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lack of permanence, as the women are moving

are not available to me to reference.
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ROOTEDNESS AND WANDERING
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There is another reason to explain the concept of exile first.
The exile itself is proof and clear imperative for redemption.
This is because there is no doubt that exile is an alteration
and departure from the normal order. The Blessed Holy One
arranged each nation in the place which is appropriate for it,
so he arranged the People of Israel into the place which is
appropriate for it, namely the Land of Israel. Exile from their
place is a complete alteration and departure [from that
order’]. Anything which departs from its natural place,
which is outside its place, is unable to stay in the place
which is not natural for it. Rather they need to return to
their natural place. Because if they remain in a place
which is unnatural for them, then the unnatural would
become natural. And it is impossible for the unnatural to
become natural. A metaphor: it is like trying to force fire to
stay down, when its natural state is to rise - or like trying to
hold up solid matter, when its natural state is to fall to the
earth. If you could achieve that, then you would be making
the unnatural natural.

Similarly with the People of Israel themselves. If they
were to stay in exile forever, which is not the right place
for them to be (since the right place for them, according
to the order of existence, is the Land of Israel under their
own sovereignty and not under the sovereignty of any
other). Just like everything in natural existence, each one has
its own place as our sages decreed (Pirkei Avot 4:3)

"There is nothing which does not have its place". Each thing
under its own sovereignty. If they would remain in exile
forever, then this thing (unnaturally standing outside their
place) would become natural. Only natural things can stand
permanently, because the nature which the Blessed Holy One
gave to each thing is what sustains it such that it is
established to stand forever. If an unnatural state of affairs
were to exist forever, even though it was not according to the
order and nature of existence, then the nature of that thing
would be loosened and nullified completely for no purpose,
and such a thing could not happen
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“A Wandering Aramean”, Abraham’s Journey: Reflections on the Life of the Founding Patriarch
Rav Soloveitchik

A very significant motif of our most intimate and personal religious experience finds

expression in the idea of God walking with man — a theme later seized upon by Jewish
mysticism and transformed into a great cosmogonic and theosophic mystery. Not
only is Abraham a lonely, wandering being who cannot find shelter and refuge in a
toreign world in which he finds it impossible to strike roots, but God, too, is a
stranger in the universe He created. Both Abraham and God are homeless,
searching for rootedness and permanency in this world of ours. God Himself
lives in the works of His own creation as an exile, in retreat from society’s
ambitious and aggressive planning and vulgar doing. God and Abraham wander
to faraway lands, suffering as sepherds and sojourners. Shekhinata be’galuta, the
Divine Presence is in exile. Only the redemption of creation will free God from exile
and isolation.
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“makom” doesn’t apply at all; all the more so, he
1s the “mekomo shel olam” because Godliness 1s In

anyone who has an Israelite heart, it is not

him at all — rather, %e is the place of the world,
and the world is not his place.




8 I FINDING OUR SPACES AND PLACES IN THE #METO0O0 ERA ATARA SEGAL / OU TORAH NEW YORK

FINDING A PLACE

Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own

A woman must have money and a room of her own if she is to write fiction. . .
Jane Austen wrote like that to the end of her days. 'How she was able to effect
all this', her nephew writes in his Memoir, 'is surprising, for she had no separate
study to repair to, and most of the work must have been done in the general
sitting-room, subject to all kinds of casual interruptions. She was careful that
her occupation should not be suspected by servants or visitors or any persons
beyond her own family party. Jane Austen hid her manuscripts or covered them
with a piece of blotting-paper.
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to teach that He is the “Makom
(Place) of the World” and there
is no place empty of Him . .
therefore, when we comfort the
mourner, we say “Hamakom
Yenachem” — “The Place should
comfort you among the
mourner of Zion and Jerusalem”
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