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Between February 25th and March 4th of 1996,
sixty two Jews were killed in 5 terrorist
attacks in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Ashkelon.
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Many of the fopics included in the Pardes curriculum
are far-reaching and have broad ramifications. The
infent of Pardes is to promote sensitivity and spirifual
growth through exposure 1o a variety of Torah sources.

It is not within the pervue of Pardes fo arrive at conclu-

sions relevant to decisions of Halacha. Please consult
your Rabbi for personal decisions.
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o_ue Tl‘lous-antl Hom‘es o.f_Dialogue

The

Resl::oncling to Terror

There are a number of piercing questions that come
to mind when considering tragedy, pain and ter-
ror, Age-olcl questions that transcend the scope of
intelligence, questions that have served as the back-
ground for volumes and even movements.

Is there a difference in one’s introspective obliga-

tions between a personal tragedy and a national
7

one?

Is there a difference between a natural tragedy and
a tragedy which came about due to the wickedness
of others?

What about a self-inflicted tragedy?
In the future, Pardes will at’cenipt to discuss all of

these issues. For now, let us pray that God wipes
the tears from all victims of horror and heals the

pain of all mankind.

Yaacov Ha]i] er

Pardes Project



Responding to Terror

How wouvuld you respond?

s it proper to attempt to explain Why God
; brings tragedies upon the Jewish people?

We must ask why the Holocaust happened.
Among those who suffered were many righ-
teous and scholarly Jews. Clearly it was a col-
lective punishment for the sins of many gen-
erations. Continuing to stray from the proper
path could, God forbid, bring further destruc-
fion upon our people.
(Rav Eliezer Menachem Shach 1991)

The six million Jews that were killed with the
ultimate in ruthlessness could not have been
o punishment for our sins. Even the Satan him-
self would not be able fo find enough sins to
warrant this level of punishment. The Holo-
caust was comparable to the torturing of Rabbi
Akiva to death by the Romans. The Rabbis
taught that God said ‘Ask not why, this is a
decree from before me.’

{Rabbi Menachem Shneersohn,
Lubavitcher Rebbe 1991)

Could they be agreeing?

The entire text of both speeches are available in their
original Hebrew by contfacting our office.
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It is customary to recite the following prayer

before entering into a Torah discussion:
{Shulchan Aruch O.H. 110)

ay it be Your pbx 1 paobp f1ga

will, Hashem  paxe xbw smian spox

my G-d and x5 s Yy wopp 13
G-d of my fat}lers, that 1per Taba 9193 Seax
You illumin_ate my eyes Ly apik KY1 At A
with the light of your To-  aymp 3 ko1 210 K0
rah and that Yousave me  qypx A1 Sy K91 KDBY
from all st-urnﬂing blocks N51 w11 MEK S KRS
anc],_ errors, whether it be #5511 12493 MAan Sey
in discussions of what is #1+ 11 3 oM YN
prohibited and what is '
permi’ctecl or in monetary
matters, whether it be in
any other Halachic deci-
sions or just in theoretical study. I pray that I do
not make any mistakes, and if I do, my stucly part-
ners should not take delight in them. I pray that I
should not proclaim the impure pure or the pure
impure, the permi’cte& forbidden or the forbidden
permittecl. [ pray that I should not derive joy from

SIS SIUT top itpot
FIKYDY TN 9 DA
Snd

the errors of my stucly partner. Open my eyes and
allow me to see the wonders of Your Torah because
it is from G-d that all wisdom comes fort]:l, it is
from His mouth that T will acquire wisdom and

understanding. Amen.
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Respon&ing to Terror

Points for Study

n I said to myself, “Woe to me if | say, woe if |
don’t say. If ] want to inspire our brothers in Israel
to repentance, it is necessary for me to enumerate
the sins of our peop1e so that everyone will see the
justice of God in all His ways and that all of the
troubles we are going through are because we have
sinned. To do so woulcl be beneath the honor of
the Jewish people. If I don’t say and I only speak
well of our people, this will cause unfounded claims
on the Holy One blessed be He, God forbid, that
he brings upon us unwarranted pain......If | re-
main _si]ent, then the fault becomes ours for not

rebuking the people......”

Chofetz Chaim; Rabbi Yisroel Meir Kagon; Bais
Yisroel, Chap. 1; wriiten around 1930. In the intro-
duction fo this volume, the Chofetz Chaim writes, “I

am already old and | have had much fime to study
and consider some ways fo improve the status of the
Jewish people.”

Source, pg. 13

E Raba says: If 2 man sees that painful suffer-
ings visit him, let him examine his conduet.....1f
he examines and finds nothing ol)jectionable, let
him attribute it to the neglect of the study of
Torah...If he does not find this to be the cause, let
him be sure that these are cllastenings of love.
Talmud Brachos 5a
Source, pg. 14
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B It is one of the 613 mitzvos to understand
God's actions when He afflicts us, whether in our
ﬂesii, in our children or in our possessions. You
should know in your heart that just like a man
disciplines his son, so too does the Lord your Cod
discipline you.” (Deut. 8;5) This must become
established in our hearts ...... that we should never
say it was just a coincidence...
Charedim 81; 31
Source, pg. 15

nit is forbidden to say to someone in pain ‘God
is giving you this pain because you have sinned.’

Shuichan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 228; 4

Source, pg. 16

B Once 400 jars of wine belonging to Rav Huna
turned sour. Rav Judah, the brother of Reb Sada
the Pious and other scholars came to visit him.
Tiiey said to him “The master ougilt to examine
his, actions’ (You may have deserved your misfor-
tune through some sin). He said to them, ‘Am I
suspect in your eyes? They replied, “Is the Holy
One, blessed be He, suspect of punishing without
justice?’ - He said to them: ‘If someone has heard
something against me, let him speak out.” They
replied: “We have heard that you have not given
your tenant his lawful share of vine twigs.” .... He
said to them, ‘I ple(ige to give them to him in the

Oune Thousand Homes of Dialogue
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future.” Some report that thereupon the vinegar
became wine again; some report that the price of
vinegar went up and sold for the same price as

wine.
Talmud Brachos 5b

Source, pg. 17

n It should be needless to say at this point that
since the destruction of Buropean Jewry was an
a.(imonishing phenomenon, an enactment of the
admonishment and rebuke which the Jewish People
carries upon its shoulders as an integrai part of
being God's chosen ones, we have no right to in-
terpret these events as any kind of speciiic pun-
ishment for specific sins. The admonishment is a
built-in aspect of the character of the ]ewisli Peopie
until the Messiah comes and is visited upon the
]ewisil Peopie at the Creator’s will and for reasons
known and comprehensible only to Him. One
would have to be a propiiet or a Talmudic sage, to
claim ienowie(ige of the specific reasons for what
befell us; anyone on a lesser piane claiming to do
s0 trampies in vain upon the bodies of the hoiy
martyrs who died in God’s name and misuses the
power to interpret and understand ]ewisi'i his’cory.

Rav Yitzchok Hutner, Jewish Observer October 1977

The i’urdes Project



No one has the right to juclge the reason for
the Holocaust. .Only someone who has suffered
and felt the pain on his own flesh is permi’ctecl to
offer an introspection for his generation. Rabbi

AVIOI]OITI GI’OCIZCIISIZ}I O£ I)IGSSE(J. memaory, was a

brilliant scholar in the Slobodka Ghetto. He suf-
fered all the harclsllips of the Ghetto. His students,
the jewel in the crown of Lithuanian Jewry, were
forced to slave labor in the Ghetto. He enumer-
ated before them 12 reasons that brought about

the Holocaust. :
Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe in Bein Sheishes Leasor, pg. 77,

based on Torat Avrohom pg. 17

Source, pg. 18

E Never, even in the middle ages has there been
a situation such as this where the entire Diaspora
is l)urning like a torch. Houses of learning and
Torah Scrolls are Leing burned in publio and new
evil decrees are }yeing given &aﬂy })y our enemies to
separate us from our hexitage. The Iargest and ho-
liest communities are being uprooted from their
place and the gales of all countries are closed to
them ... Bven the great light which shines from
the Bast (Israel) is clouded by a heavy cloud so
that no one knows what the next clay may l)ring.
Somuch pain, lziﬂings and murder, expulsions and
wanderings. We are drowning in a river of blood
and in a sea of tears. Woe, what has happenecl to

One Thousand Homes of Dialogue
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us .... In Western Europe there is a movement of
assimilation that has brouglit about the evil de-
cree to separate the Jews and remove them from
amongst them. In Eastern Europe there are so
many that have strayed and have caused others to
stray .... and with all that is happening we still do

not recognize why we are ]aeing persecuted....
Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzensky in infroduction to
Achiezer, vol. 3, written June 1939
ED. NOTE: It is significant to note thot in the midst of
all the turmoil Rav Chaim Ozer authored one of the
most profound Talmudic volumes of recent fimes.
Source, pg. 79

ﬂ Rav Elchonon spoke quietly and calmly. The
tone of his voice didn’t change at all. His face ex-
pressed its usual sincerity. He spolze to everyone in
the room and to all of Israel. “In the Heavens we
are considered righ’ceous. It seems we have been
chosen to atone with our flesh for all of Israel. If
so it is imperative that we repent here and now.
There is very little time left. Our sacrifice will be
better a,cceptecl if we repent. If we do we will save
our brothers and sisters in America. No one should
think an impure thought as it would disqualify the
sacrifice. We are about to perform the ]Jiggest
Mitzvah. The same fire that will consume us is
the fire that will rebuild the house of Israel.”

Eye witness report of speech given by Rabbi Elchonon
Wasserman fo his sfudents shorlly before they were oll
shof to death by the Nazis,

Source, pg. 20
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mIt was taught: R. Ishmael b. Elisha says: I

once entered into the innermost part [0{ the Sanc-
tuary] to offer incense and saw a vision of the Lord
of Hosts, seated upon a high and exalted throne.
He said to me: Ishmael, My son, bless Me! I re-
plied: May it be Your will that Your mercy may
suppress Your anger and prevail over Your other
attributes, so that You may deal with Your chil-
dren according to the attribute of mercy and not
of strict justice! And He nodded to me with His
head. From here we learn that the Llessing of an
ordinary man must not be considered hghﬂy in

your eyes.
Talmud Brachos, 7a .

Source, pg. 21

One Thousand Homes of Dialogue
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Sources

n Chofetz Chaim; Rabbi Yisrcel Meir Kagan; Bais
Yisroel, Chap. 1; written around 1930.
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Responding to Terror

E) choredim 81; 31
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Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe in Bein Sheishes Leasor,
pg. 77, based on Torat Avrohom pg. 17
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Responding to Terror

E Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzensky in infroduction fo
Achiezer, vol. 3 writen June 1939
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n Eye witness report of speech given by Rabbi
Elchonon Wasserman io his studenis shortly before
they were all shot to death by the Nazis.

oPy POYY BEA TYDP NPEYDI 7Y TOBI AN TN PRITT 1IN 3K m owYipa o
e SR 990 TR0 B OB RIS A PN hp nbn wati OTTR R O Y aTIng
Ny pp YA PR PYIBDa OY) SN PUARD Ba gUndh@ MR 3Ta Y002 aphbhl — XYove
PIPY AN — 1 B — DTRWD PODAEDD (17T WTIP PITIAN? OWUTINRT 13T DK — X
RO BN ®T DLN M O3 nama dYn 2P NivYa ohwmTl hRea oo b

W oMK TR T DRI YDUR YT TUOR LTED M AVORSTI TIR AT DI DR BNYR M

TPARYTYIIR DP1 1DR LR W UPBER OV DWpEIYTY YadW Y7 NP PR LU0 PO PR Lrneary

JYDYRR 1X BYNEI DRA Y YRDI O NP OTRE DB WIDAVIVA TT OOMRTIBES 0N R0 PYAYITYE X
S Yy

PR PP NPOR ADIRDY MANwT RY VAP K TDND NSl AnED TR BRTR Y7 1Yk M
WPE OYNE1 7 AR CTIONY AR 00l KY LD o7 YY) Teeam BB 1MITR STMY R vy
Lowaws ¥y B0% nanso anw

bRr Wa It KT YT 195 PR mPTIE R0 MK vm ubaT Ronon S Pl
LORY TRD AN PPRD TR IPINT JSwvee Dby oyt YKRD mow yINE on PN Ban
b oYn TITP) MAUA 0D — DIRD WDITI WT PP PR OTE T DOR PR b
TOTOTYRYM PE TR OJPART MM PR PR IDIWT LLIPIRI PR — mangrpTdD e
~YIRPTIVAR PUNK INVURIOR o Trbmy KD S2en RN Tz 208 Hp savova
AYBOINIT DR W

DRI M KDY 5D U WUNIENA G0% WANII D AKND LPIIYD WK oIwnn Domied)

mph Dol WwhT and TITT NP TR LB TR havde anwny T e oM Nk

0 ¥ DN Y PN P 1Y WININP 1D DFTY WP LIAMP (P Spath strp Sw
. {-P™ IR WRPRRY IR P oon DR

Sypp T BRN AATNY YYI0E X MB PR GYImp ma whrbIag om nbn b

ANRR TR DX PRI D YOOI ¥ D¥PR DR 1MW TR A%y DY Sion torn ne

PTNE PN DRN YR ONT TR D PUUIR DIYM3 DEM 9D DR Jhua Tne
SP0KD YTTPR ORT JIEIMIONK

EYPD UH 2P DK DT Y002 00PN 70D NARTD KT IR N3N hen Xhw)
XU WMDU MR NTPTA PRA ADUA? TRY ANR XY AN DRI ST OO0 TSR bR Sny
{Sa% N3 DK Mo oM Mnnw o

THOY AR TRNTETY Apthhal PR O HYR TRA TN ADDRA TaNn: JE ey vm

TYUE PR WA TR 359 WAIR SMRRPIE TIDNTR WANIR WNTID TTER M np YR
P i BAND YRNDY aw ot Duen BT DORTTPR WRR TANNY foAYo oURN nwes
W DYDY MWW TING CMDTI WX TeUT Seper SMD BT 3% ann vomn suie TP
{MPRI DMOTD DREY BRI TN RPN oD e AN rm S31 DENS Mg b

@hS DD NEAM ArEN v3wE 29R1 MESRE ESD TE WA 1OYD \RI UR MM anT
1eTp DY T b A% s WY THWRY WPIR N DH2 AN U ¥N DEnd ann A
R DT TR MR STITH (U KTIY) LMTEY byo Shz RO WPTTROWDT TRIY
ompe Ty JBYNEY TR ma obman ol G L3 R ToN oW TR TR pvnn

SN DOEY DAPEDY T NTMA DWNIET ¥ VRE? PR GOR IRDY

SR WNRT 28 BRTh 21D FIRA DRTIDD WWAR 1eh DU M3 AT INRYT R
LRTF oYamn) uanan

S WEYST wAMER DIRAT MSMDR WS PETS DNSMmDY 2vmsn

20 One Thousand Homes of Dialogue

Responcling to Terr

m Talmud Brachos 7a

mo W
@73::6 07 Dy i 4y Frip B 2 D3 0 £90n £ 0 BOONS L £7 013 BY D100 POT 1 [0H toDh 1207 b b b pawn
rprmeprmany BUBY . 30 B prash 1o0b3 o L prE 1 Dol i ol tpyan wh3 . fevep o plos (v e iz DN D
svb o a3h bp oD WD PHE oo - onam ph BT 1 16D 1) bo br KU R T JES . Bob Drioe : hvm b

#102 2np 2500 GOE0 brp . din Mo Bised Y2 130 o3 T prp | PaED Bl pan § pEfi Eh M o i

‘bb o, : ww s (boros :}pbb?ﬁfn‘pbbwhh

e B ro w DRSSPI I (DN MR K. BPP PIRs s

o0 “mfp o' n‘mcmwrm G Syt g5 105 65 o P

0B .0 PE3 IO ONID ey bt uts ot b sy ¢ Y 0P T ool weh
$opn pop who ™ % .ok by fo nop FH oife o sup
b booos ks ol D1 1K W« SOBNED I IR vy o sorppit. oD
oo <) :P.,,i W% 80D VIT I VRITI DR ocn o oman 3 1237 05 AT
o 88 5 ¥orm gposts  SLED TIND DY WM OF3 ARTTT o 305 e gob w0 o
"on ppnin 3330 o hooh D DD + 70 D A o W bh
VEBER DD Soh . T WTIDD

Lo i o oy v phon B e
fooh ob S oee o b T DEY V30 PrYS S I Jud
3 el chrenh ooursd %6ph 10 91 ma)nﬂ:grmb
.o T bl omp Do vAp m vz ok ph.pnb
for oo W0 B pon

wep g oS NY DD TERD

SRy hr vh ol
:rodn hon ‘fop L b
wUPL oD eyt b

ars o wn] rrnfh phon B opr ol
Pl Aver l ¥ o wb:pmbﬁmm;ﬁ-p;g
g Kng IO [P 7 .o80nplph 1
Bew TPVORTY 43t afrwrg P D Em D

\ k1] I :
N oyt St T T e b e s e (i e s ponb
xhe OPYYD O SR AT PREVTTR m':ﬁwma?;wmf: ”"m‘“"’f’” . I"‘“; ;‘:,ﬁ'
o rom cma Y FIENDEO FUESN KON METVD® TR YT RSP o sy | 10 IR 3wt
Pom e 0 e i Y 9108 TS 9 JHI* P e I s s
4 b NOR Y1 STV TS I T NVT 6 WSS I RN [ R e D T e opban
T PRy 1003 175 2 Y BYD ST P e e P e
e iy Do Y] DTS I W ST T T M DR T TIPS T [P e AN AR
DB OPa LMD U DTN TR RO S LTINS T K nbp> ety pen oyba w yiops
e TIPSO P3P D T RO 0D e D0 bt g RO Opm e it 1ap o zpw e b
= O HPDH AT ST 15D 17 50 SR TN PITT 17 MDY L TS AT BN TR Ton R
RO DRI D RSP P ABA PR #OR VX N AT T W DI BPED e
3 Y KO NI POV PTIR I 1 RO 53950 D 03 KA ke D20 i
Sor WY NET WP KO T3S WD KD TV D] P AT NS YT TS AP0
D) NS KT 05 1D TR MR YT NI 13100 1D DT AP0 1 TEpE
remn KN SW &5 prIED Py 0° SN0 30 s 52 by v mn mpeb M ate we
TO e B BRI BT OIS 3o A who S e mpwa e
T KN TR0 mEs w1 O S 1003 I DT N O 19N O [ YN T
e T RS 2pD T MRS 1D 310 40 PR i S NI PR TR A TAND
20 D S CRSTIRE O 41 DR [T YR £ S0 ISR M INN® TRy
arsy mien 8 epa® wop nsha b e 1 o Yo Sy e mene wps b inn
HIrTT D g S 1T WA /RS T 0N WHRY® wele o i Do Yo
rROES i gt ¥ PN PR 21D S PR RN I P 2 YD ST v o e S 1S e e
12 e DY YT PR 2 pen D PR v P hympr P 13 7T D e pee fwn
£/ Op DN I T0° VDT TR U [3EI B YN PTIY PUIE {3 PTS ) DT PUTE ES N 1 e
BT EPAETIN PO TSR KU NG I v N e o by v k5 oo ©
mg-uﬁww-m:w D ERTE 5 1T KON BT TTIVAR STV [ P X0
I 000 DOOWY VI STIRT TIRD ATT S0V TI] PR Y SN e s ARt e 1 3 et e
bk KD SN0 [ITIPRY PPROTIN WR NRTETTILRN UNG SR TN R/t 1 R 500 15 00 1S
AN TSP R 80 SRS RPN SE TR IVTRY |2 PN T e kAN 90 Ak etb
VRS TS N O TR IR D 12 ORI YT I Y M S b TR
» o QY RIIIEHC I LI DY THR N D WSR2 e D5 AR VD D ome
e WP DY I T WhD NTEN T RN I R T R TR AR DTN
aron . TR (D RIS WD RIN Y NN IR IR B R T S0 o M amn vy bren e
BN TR KNSR T D KPS XK O U FRRNRIA O DTSTR SR Ry U0
gy SIS DI IS ANV W ON 22 I W SR N IS T T RNEPR
;5‘?;1; vl ST T D R TV TN TS SN T T IR NI RN D b RDT AN
b =hsly' - ‘

i
Y LE]
4

¥
1

i
§

i
fijit
$4uid

13
§ ; §

Ly
it
33

i
3
1

i’;
g

Hi
s

i
2
2

k]
wd

i

i

The Purdes Project

or



