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Blindness, Blessings and a Brother’s Deceit Il

|. The Cause
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28 And Yitzchak loved Esav, for he did eat of his game; and Rivka loved Yaakov.
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1 And it was, when Yitzchak had become old, and his eyes dimmed from seeing, and he called

Esav his elder son, and said unto him: 'My son'; and he said unto him: 'Here | am.’
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[I. The Plan
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6 And Rivka had said to Yaakov her son, saying: 'Behold, | heard your father speak to your
brother, saying: 7 Bring me game and make me delicacies, and | will eat, and | will bless you
before Hashem before my death. 8 And now, my son, listen to my voice to that which |
command you. 9 Please go to the flock, and fetch me from there two choice young kids of the
goats; and | will make of them delicacies for your father, as he loves; 10 and you will bring it to
your father, and he will eat, so that he may bless you before his death.’

lIl. A Possibility
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27And he came near, and kissed him. And he smelled the fragrance of his raiment, and blessed
him, and said: See, the fragrance of my son is as the fragrance of a field which Hashem has
blessed. 28 And may God give you of the dew of heaven, and of the fatness of the earth, and
abundant grain and wine. 29 Peoples will you, and nations will bow down to you. Be a lord over
thy brethren, and your mother's sons will bow down to you. Cursed be those who curse you,
and blessed be those who bless you.
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1 And Yitzchak called Yaakov, and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him: 'You shall not

take a wife from the daughters of Canaan. 2 Arise, go to Paddan-aram, to the house of Betuel
thy mother's father; and take for yourself a wife from there from the daughters of Lavban thy
mother's brother. 3 And may God Almighty bless you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you,
and may you be a congregation of peoples; 4 and may He grant you the blessing of Avraham, to
thee, and to your offspring with you; that you may possess the land of your sojourns, that God
gave unto Abraham.'

IV. The Morality
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12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and | shall be as a mocker in his eyes; and | will bring upon

myself a curse, and not a blessing.'
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14 And he went, and fetched, and brought to his mother; and his mother made delicacies, such

as his father loved.
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26 And Lavan said: 'Such is not done in our place, to give the younger before the elder.’
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VI. The Journey Begins
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11 And he encountered the place, and tarried there all night, because the sun had set; and he

took from the stones of the place, and arranged (them) around his head, and lay down in that
place.
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16 And Yaakov awoke from his sleep, and he said: 'Surely Hashem is in this place; and | knew it

not.' 17 And he became afraid, and said: 'How full awesome is this place! This is none other
than the house of God, and this is the gate of the heavens!'



