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1. 

J"nn~t) J1!;1'b~ O'l)tn 'O"l~ OPMI 

One of the most famous Selichof is 'Machnisei Rac]Jamim'- our request for the melochim to take our prayers to God. Is 
there any concern at lhis overl approach to angel$ if! prayer?1 

OYM'QiJ) 0'i7"'f~i.J 7~ 1l~V,~ 1'~~~ AtJ)N ~.??1 ~itl;> NW 'J~? '~~~3;1 'W~? n'l~~l;l'_>lfl~ OD~ O~~~"i.J ':J~Yj 2. 
r .... 0'1~rrJ1 Q')J)'r,lJ;\Dl 

'I"'ID ~~) ~n J'l~n 
So too, the Sheliach Tzibur, before M~af 011 the Yamim Noraim, appeals directly to the melachim to take his pr,ayers to 
God!3 I 

B] THE RAM8AM AND THE FIFTH IICAR. ~ 

1rnnn Nlil\1.1 'l'J~ p il\l.lll~ 101 .mYQ\!.Ir;:n m'nl ou1~7l ,'l,-rl~1 l'-1~~ 'll'C1n Nm "'liN N'nw - ,Yi'nrm ~' 3. 
on'!n~l)l!) '))I CPY.J\Jl7J o')l:> on\1.1 '!!' .,no .J:nm\1.1 nn '.:>l nmO'l'll Ol')~lm O'DPm O'JN7on )1:1 - n1N'~'-'~ 

W1l:1' n'lltl' ,.,,ll N'N ,~'':JN ll'ln' ''~YJ:l O'li~ON om\l.lll' ,,Nl .n))ln' m~, YJ)I.,Jo n'VJU tbi oo7 '"''\!1 l'Nl 
n'))ll'l1mi:3 n"nm'' !lrn ,ml n'ln)l '))I i"nmNn Nm 'YftOtln ilt1'i1 m1 .m')n\1.1 no nP.:l nu\l.lrron 

l"l'DJO i»_,I:I,Jf.ltl '.D> ll.rrtjm- ~):11 

The Rambam wrote his formulation of the 13 lkarim in the introduction to Perek Chelek in lzis commentary on the, 
Mishna. The 5th llcar is that prayer may only ever be addressed directly to God and NEVER through intermediaries, 
such as melachim. Mclachim, just like all powers of the cosmos are on'!n')l)l!l ':J.V D'lC.\JlO - pre-programmed in their 
operation and unable to chose4 a response, unlike God. In fact, this temptation to use intermediaries to approach God is 
the essence of idolatry a1ui most Q.ftlze Torah comes to address this and warn agOinst itf 

1. It Is not deill wltore this teflU~ ol"!4inates, altltough it appNra·ln the slddur of R. Am ram Gaon and th~ dates ba~ to atleast the 9th Century. 
2. A ec>mp18hell!llveanalysis can be found In an article by R. Stlomo !lpreeher In Yeshur~~n Val iJ p~D"-'529. Thfs Is avaUablut 

htlp$;//w.w. beureibateflll.com/files/MachnlseLRacflamill\..2:pdf · · ·:· . . 
3. R. Spl8cherdocumellt$22 wch PI3J815IR hisarticte. •. ·~ ·,;. ·. Z·, ·: -·; : · .. ;.: . ·. · 
4. For analysis on tile q11estlon of*tllermelachim do In fact ltaie ~.llf.~~~-!l!!nlt God, !ieeCIIep 5 ofThe LimitsofOrthoclol Theology .by Man: Sbaplro. Shplro 

brings mall)' more SOUite$ fotand a~lnttthe Idea of prayiRgiD GcMf~J~tp.~ ·. . . . 
5. Tha Rambam fonn~ates two types Ol1dolall)' In ltls lkatlm. lkarlm 2!VId~~.ca~llnd~~nding ofG~ ·aYOiding&ll)'ttmptatlon to d'efilleand corporeallza Hjm. lkar 5 

rwlatestobowwupproechGocllnourp18)'1!rs. · ·· . . ,~~,l'-.,; .... ·.: .. . , ' . · 

· To downloa~mo~~.~~~~~rim~llitnwnllll!m!!"!'JC em 
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- om~" nrm m .nm tl')llt)n )}'J 1))!11)1 YJl)Nl 11m 1mN · 

O'tt!Y.)'tl1.)i1 O)YJDYJ o;n -n:n on' p~m' o11ri:a OlJm o7nm 11N 

1~:mn't! lY.l~ ,~, ,,,l'tl 'r.l 1::1~1 ,,l; ~m 1-ru ~n~r~·(,· . .., .. ,....,.c::,~:;::_,_~ ... "' oruv.~7 on l'"'N"" ,l'J!I; 
)n7 :JY"Jp1171 n~:;,,m O':J:::>l:>., 1nl:J> 1>'1mn oJ.? ;)!.;,i .:-n,~ ,..'!!t-lliiHil:\!1~.., ,,...,...,,," Yn:JJ mn 1'J!I> tl'1r.mm 1:1:>., rum 
O'.J:::>l:::> mo)) 1P'.Y n'i1 nn .nllin ,om,,.J x1)::in.)1~r1: ~~'i! tl""':Ji:l 01N!)?l oruVJ~:'l nu:11p 

m~ ?z.tnv 11Y.lNl :,p'O 'N':JJ OiNn 'll:J r-t~.Y O'~m. · · ... ,. m>x oVJ l'N'll onn1t-t )n'O z.b ..... 
7:> ,; nnnnvm? '"D 1m1:::1 l\!1)11 'pm p .l'!'l17l.7P l'ii"-titltl~~ 7:::> ,lX .m;!l :J:JlJ n:J..Y on? iY.lNl 

11'{ "li'J!:I)f :DlJfl'li ib''' l1DY' tMf'"IN tlf::i't'O_; ~"*:kn~~ ... ~~-'-:-~~4!ll on; 0'1Y.llN onun:n ..... o)ln 
m ""1:11 t)'tl!ll T> l'OY.TI .,Nl1=> l'tl)ll 'Ul1l:l~:1;~ on;· ;)ll1t:lt11J~i:~~~lliti)l on; ;Y.)Nl oro:w 1Ji l~bY.li1lN .,l.,)i1 

U':lN OilUN Nli1l 0'71)1 7YJlilD)1 i'71)'ll 1).1 J)ll _; .. fllii!:li1 nN JU)I7 o;l)li1 ~J 

4. 

3-K:K f'1D D'~ MU)I D":!Jn 

Idolatry started in this way - giving hof.Wr .t(J. God:s -+~·n·li.~>ut fDt~i~(itn"ies and eventually seeing them as the source 
of blessing. lt/0/atry is NOT in essence a denial. ·.lt~lf~!hi'.llili!'tlffit ·can get what we need without having to 
form 11 connection or ·relationship with God, bi1t rather tRroou,,h 

N'Jl nmt11n n~:r1NY.l if"'N N.,, :::r:m N~n 'Jl~n. x';n ll'Dr.:l N? O'Xrun 'nn ,~ 1'0>'2 29\!J O':Dl=> nnJ~J ,,~il 1f."~ 5. 
l"l11 )YJ)Nl YJUN 1J)IYJ 111' ')I nm N1J)T') i:Jl.Y, Nlnl 1)'1J~ ~r.t 'rlV li'O' ~l)ltiY.I g''.)IMl 1nn O'N1Jln 'J:Jr.l 1'nN 
11!/N 'm I!IDI!In J7N IVN71lW'J'JI!In 7'-"Y Nf/17 J.!)1TnDNl ,,:;.}{ 111m mmlilYJ _Nln rn )'))11 .CJ):J:::>lJ TJl)l m >1n n~nn 
:J'Jn 1m1nJ l)lt)!l N'JYJ '1Dl'J;:, ,ron> t7J7.!)' ].!) t:J:J7 hDl'l17.1nN1 n~ mn )>l}l::n ...... D'I:JJFn 7:J7 D171N J"i1>N 'n p?n 

·. · · ·~.,un l':n o:>,ro 11u1u nm; l'JN 1''0)1., 

Ko i""b o~m Jl"n:))).n'"" o·~zn 
The essence of Avoda Zara is seeking to connect with God through a medium, as did the generation ojE11osh. 

l,M' Qt'll1 

The Torah commands us to lo~e Goii and to serve Him with the 'lev' - our mind. 

:J.m)) .i1.,~!1 " 1r.llN 'ln - !JJ.J N'n'll n1U)I Nlil l~N .CD:Ul ?~:J '7:JJI~J1 D:J,n?N 'n nN i"Ui7N? (1,1(1 o>U1l !N')!11 7. 
:1!1Jp7JJt n71' !nV.J D:J.Y7N ;vt:J 'J7JV' CN> o>"C1l t1'1tl:t 

..!l.ntlln! 

This is the mitzvah to pray- service of the mind. 

ro.v.7J "l);)NJYJ n'J!ln Nm n il11:J.YYJ ,,n; nv,n':!ln '~D .o::Pn!!N 'n m o.ntiJWlnNlYJ 01' >:n ;; !lnn., Tl'O~ !ll~r.l 8. 
)I'J T~Nm n;!:lm nlYJY.) VN1 ,mum· )D !'ll.,!lnil ,~nJ )'N' .n!:l!:ln n :J;::l't' n:nw N'i1 n 'N C,n,n 11Y.lN .o,:u> .7:J:J 

n1mn )D )ll:lp )P1 n7!ln; )'Nl ,rnmn 
JC n;,)n lC 1'"1~ Dlb:I1U(,.,ll n;•Ml .nu)n tf'!1D1 

The Rambam rules that there is a Torah mitzva}l.~opray- :*~-structwe ana ~ording_ of ow prayers is Rabbinic in origin.6 

• .. • : • + : ~. • • .. • ~"" ; \ 

• .:, f . • .. 

,ronY.l '<lf'l o;WJ.'ll nr.~ 7J :J.HV'1 '1N'U T>Y.ln n:1 ill'O'YJ 1)1 o-m ?VJ ):1':::1 !l"l'tlp) n".Jpn n.JnN )~NVJ 111l1 V)1' 1:l1 9. 
t)))l) ON - i1lt1Ni1 n'i1n i1)1iil '!:> ?llllt»)l'f'Y.I1))1U N>N ·n":J.p;l 3;-mt ll'N .']YJ!:>) ?:l:l1 p:l? ?::::1:::1' ir.lNl n~'tl 1):)::::1 

n:nn n:11n ONl \:>.YY.l 

l n:~)n' P11l M\VIn .n1:1~m o".:1.b1 

. The mii:Nah of Aha~a.t Hashfm~: i~ inextricably tied to the ability to know God. 

Thus, for the Rambam, all of these things are closely linked, ·The mitzvah to dilveo Is Avoda of the mind, together with Ahava. The 
Ahava is itself dependent on the extent to which·we have a correct and development understanding· Yedia - of God. To direct our 
davening to an entity which is .!I2t God is a total. distortion of the entire concept of .tefilla and a Torah prohibition of avoda zara! As 
such, davening through angels is not just a hcilachic problem of avoda zara. It is also a philOsophical prob{em going to the root of our 
conception of God. 

6. The issue ofwhetlterthtre is a T~Rih mitzv•h to p~ is cf:sputed. 1he Ramban '6 posit1on Is tit at there II ~o such Torah roltzveh, other titan In limes af commuoa distres& Regular 
jlefSOM pla)'erfortlle Ramba.n is enllreiYR•bbinil: in llllgln. · 

To download more sourcesheetund audio shlurlm ~sltww lll!liJ!!WJnl~ 
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:O'rl?1)J '~)J!ml~l OJlV, 011N"nl 0)JVJ1 J1U J)l 1'jrf,n 1ryJ.l~1 0'311~) N?N NJil 0,1)/J p7n )n7 )'NV )i1 l~Nl l 10. 
"TN'< 7:> .IJ'rl"lln)u, 1~1 U?J 'fl~"-l rnm7 ,.,_, m'm .~ntJ 1N .:01::1 l.J.1Vn .... :O'>Yn O'>N1pli1)n i1\mn l .... D'l'rli1 

.)'rl NlillJN nVJtJnn 

l-l:t,~n l -p1o tnl~n.no~:. o·~, 

Someone who davens to God through an intermediary is a 'min • and has no place in the World to Come. 

For the Rambam, breach of one of the lkarim is not j~st an aveira. lt places the person outside the Jewish people and causes them to 
losethelrchelekin Olam HaBa!l 

C] PBAYER AND MELACHIM IN TANACH 

Melachlrn are mentioned hundreds of times in Tanach. Often these a physical messengers. Sometimes they are splrltuat messengers. 
In many cases, it is not entirely clear whether they are human or super·human. 

,i(:f~P~ :if;)!~ ;p.J"C);;;l 'vi?m )?1;«)~~ ){~!ll5 '"? N? '}: N.lh ·cu; ,11:1~0 n'9~ ~ il3~ ''li>~ i'~l$.~ 11~? J.i?l!~ 1}.:1!1 <ro> 11. 
· ''}~1~ro~ ~ ~o.:;,¥1~ N/ "'J;!Wl 10~0 iJI.~ ~ ')O{~ 1~1'{~ co> :vpv 

; , 

,~·· .. ;' . . t>-tD-~) 11'1'H"' 

Yaakov wrestles with a ;;;lz;z. .who is latel' revealed fo'be a 'rnalach, and asks himfor'O beracha. 

1\')•1'\b Jl'C'.M'1:1 

Yaakov invokes a ma/ach to bless his wandchild. 

'· 

)~ ,ptr~~ "!(Pi~ vp~l ,~~~ 1t;!X};:l (N::>) :'tQ7L) 1~~ O"'i(~liT~~ ~~?07l ~n.l~ ·~-,~~) ;p~~~ ~~?~ Qti"' ~31:( n}tl C.:>) 13. 
:'Qlv~ 'P'f' ,? o~)l¥1~7 'N~ N? '? 

,:,p~ 

God tells Moshe that he will be sending a malach to lead them to Eretz Yisrael and that His name is 'in' that malach. 

D] PBAYJNG THROU<iH MELACHIM ~A POSIDVE VIEW 

lnterestlng1y (but not entirely unexpectedly"} the understanding of prayer and melachlm that we seeJn Chazal seems quite far removed 
frol)l the philosphical conception of the Rambam. 

1tJN )'lrlm O)JYb TTP~' mp)Jn '1t.lN 1')rl'l .nn'>!lro ,,,,VJ, 1t.)J7N '::111 n'1m )l'JtN n1n ~ :ilJn ,J 1l nJ1 1riN 14. 
:)ltW 'J1 1)Jlo(l m:nN )1YJ7:J. 1'.:>1:i O'lN ~N'Ul ?N O")J' :n-rm, J, 1.tJN.ill P:>n "T'.J~ '.:>'111 .o7VJ7 1~1.:>"P Nl.t>tn Cn"> 
~~Vi ,TI~ln ')N\!1 - !>):)1N )lVJ7l )'1':>ll mVJn ">:)l'Oo )>NV "17 Vppll ID\!171 ':JNJrl l'N - '>PJX l'VJ7.J l')1~ 7N,VJn 7.:> 

1):))1 

0'1U1' 

R. Yochanan roled that a person sho~tld not pray in Aramaic since the melachim are only able to understand Hebrew. 
Why are we interested in the melachim whe11 we pray? · 

011 , • .,, 

Roshi explains tllat the melachim somehow, bring our prayers to God. 

,.n'01N )1\!/?::l 1>::1~ OiN mv> )N O)'ll', :ntlil' ::li 1rlNi1, 2,1\!'7 7).J n.,!).nl.'>,~)J l}'.J"T l:J>n ?::> l<'n '1JnJ. - Tl)!ln 16. 
!'rl"'N l)\'b:1)'1':>rl 111Y.ITI '.:>N~:IY.l )'N\!1 '!l> ,1'::1 )'Pi'U 111YJi1 '.:>Wr.J l'N • '01N. )l'Q?l \'.:>~ 7N1Vi1 '=> t)lm' ~i i)JN"l 

1on ~'<~, , ilnn N.., •N''UP 20 
.l~ h\ml 

Although R. Yochanan states that prayers should only be in Hebrew, we see elsewhere that prayer is permitted in any 
language. T1Je resolution is Lhat public prayer is in any language; pri ~·ate prayer only in Hebrew. 

7, A$ this 111ises the familiar question of the extent tD 'r1111ich tile Rambam blsed b 1e undemandln& of Machsl!eYet Yi&rael on the btiii'Odl of Greek philosophy, I'J1!Ie.tlln on ChNIL 
To doll'nload mo~souree sheets and audio shill rim vlsllnw rabb!munln'C!!ID 
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tl1l >"¥r) 

Again, RaShi eJ;plains t:l,q( the indJvfdual needs 'help· from the melachim in prayer . 
. . · : · .. · " 

. ·. . . .. . : :~ .. ~;_ . ' .:· '. . I'J.D ~i'IUO 

R. Y ochanan' advises· that.we always liav~n rh/ta 'tiro~ above · should help us and not work against us. .. .. ,,.. . ~ 
.' · ~ ~ . ~ . . 

:~):tm>n O')'"tm ~ ~, fJ)C'I O'Drn PI"'> m~""=>b>n ~~o.'o- ,:.~ · ~ "" '""' O'.Dn, cmc v,r.a, o)nf) 19. 
. : . .. .. ,,;_,-:• . . . . .')-.!.:. ~:. : ow '""" 

'Rashi understands. tha.t~-~~Mfr~he melachim to ask for mercy on our behalf 

l'l'< n'Jt:J"'!N )'WJ7.1 ro~ ~NWJn '=> ).1n1~ • ., 'I'.R(i .rw:nN )lYI.,:l l'='~ 01N ~N\'ft N~ 0~}.1., - ::n 'ON ililil' ::11 'Y.lNi 20. 
1'1'0'1X )~YI7.l m?l' WWJYTP Nnl'mOO n'1l? Oll"Pl Wntlte l3'1N1 "}J:ll >TJni m.,o Nnl .... l' Wi'll m\m '='N't:J 
)~l1 O.PNYI ).1tw '1 Yl1!10l >r.nK )lYI':l ?K\!P 'N n1Ym '='N'Y.l )Y.l CiN )l:lNm N11~tJ - :11 'tJNp 'Jni NJ'ln )Y.m !)il 

.)lW .,.:>l ~K\'ft lN1l:l '.l!:l~m OiN ~ Kn''TJ .,:IN .11'7YlN )lYI?:l 

»>W 'IJ" ~n - 1'1Ml 'Hl'l/H'MVI 3, - D')'IM~h Jll3'11m 

Rav Sherira or Rav Hai Gaon (JOC Bavel) points out thai almost all their .tefilia was in Aramaic! He answers that when 
we direct our prayers directly to angels we do not pray in Aramaic. fjf!l when we pray directly to God we can pray in 
any language. Clearly, Rav Sherira Gaon did not see an obvious objection to praying to and through angels. 

·np,., "n~_~M '"~'i',- ~\t:tt1 

,,11 ~'11-n D"'Y. ·um ,IlK , l 'fl;)~K, ·.",JD · WlJI ,1:)0, n!)"1J liJlJ') ~y 11n?.~IQl 
·npP:t ~J')~l) ''::J U"bm .,o,j:;;; &:i'iJ')m ·'R'~~.m· ·: arnrt~ 1'U'1:l i:'l:nwn <tO~· ri,ll1r.l '1~ 
,~;m; 1~~:1 E:J":l1,»il IUI:)1 .,Q"l)iT MD,"tb ~K'11l fb.ll'l Mn1b1J:l '1' i"J~Z)'J '.D-"l~b ,,::) 

'D"D-r'IW::I D'Tl.",1{':'1· C1 ,CK i1vrt1pn ~ ,DK 'Pl.!); ltl"~n U":lK yM:r '1W l"\Dit 

.D~, n~IQ K:t't~'t ,'tvK~ 

~, c»o ·n1Jl)~. ":l. 1'l"» ,l~ -~ "'"~ :,):1~ n~ '"1i)Vnn i-2c~l1M ?x 'l'» :lt~K:'I 
n'ncw ~1t1M "n'ln "~ f"1}(1 C"~ ~n Vl'Jl!! iD1trl t».Kl frl'ln· '71< ;ilM j)'tn' .n~ 
·i'I'?'Dn:-J . .,,t'! n_:;,,,l(:l en~ 'l:i~n, ,J'iml 1~N D'DWl n,•u ,., "-~:::1111 n'CyUI win'J· 
.,'JiNi u_.;":'.)~ Dj", ll3r It~ ti?,~D. D"'1lm 'b"P"' ·rtrJK tt1D11 ,''~"Q1 .:-tp:l1 "1"l"T\ 
,~D 'M'Itt7 ;x, »DV1" bnpnn .a~~,uz · D'nt)i1 '?K1 .tl'l.t~P ..,::n»;, Q';;r:m.on ~n 
.,., f"l!C'T ·lt»,.an ..,D iDK 1~;,lJni p-~!!!:n . • ttto'Wl1'l t:l'iU ''7o'n::1 V'il .i:i'l!l'l,r.ll> 

"lD7 'lll~£111 0"l!)l't'7 ''rJm l''?Y Wp::l'W '1nl 'Dp::l7 J1'F'7 '1Jn up ?» . "~ 'JJ n1'T 
.n•u1 Vl::Jl'IJC::I DJ'W1n 1'l!l 1at?l:) 'lV1 Jnm ,;,n 

21. 

O'.Dm 'O'l)D ~- nptm 1l3WIJJ 

The Rokeach (1 3C Germany) wrote a teshuva9 abouJ the reciiation of Machnisei Rachamim by communities in France, 
Spain, Bavel, Egypt and Germazy0

• He supports this and further quotes many examples from the classic Je·wish thought 
where people used intermediaries to daven to God. 11 

· 

8. Th& On:flilt Cllalm (14C) end IIIII Bo nliltte~Pret these nll'lrences 1o ~neladllm as IMifnl not literal~ but posllve e~ and k&Wanot to allllltCtwtlll God. 
9. Pluemd In a menuscnptllekl by1heU~ llfSbuboUrJIIbnllyand replllducedbyA. YoslfSI!moel z.dlllerln Ulejoumal OrHaeaouz. 
10. R. Zadlter Sllptilllat the !laBan wmmunlty did NOTslna Ulls since they fvllowed min hag e:rett l'lsnlelesldeded In llle Yerusllalmi · see below. 
11. lncllldiii&R. Elielerbell Dur1loyl (AWcll z.ara 17a)who asked1be mOU!Italn$, sun, moon n: 1o lllteroeclt on his behalf, thu.uroeswe sawllllllelastshluraboutasldnglhedeadto 

.nerttde for us. the copper snake lfiBIIIlldblr, speaklncto me~Khlm beforv gotng1D tile Mtluoom lset!.below) anlt mere. 
TodoMIIot d -$0urte sMealllllaudiDthlurim ~-- 1111 '' n ,... pw 

.· f 

j• 
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Oil~ 1DN .nl~Dl O'X:I'O J~N "f~m .... !O'Y.lhi l~:l on7 iDN .'{1Nl O'tJ'Ill ~~N 17n U )~':\\!ID pN\!1 il\'J.IJ i1N1VJ )1') 22 . 
... !O'r.lh1 'JY \'Jjn 7"N .~'l'Ylil 0'i1 '::IN l'il .... !0'0111 ''Y 1~ on7 1Y.JN .nlY:lll tl'iil J~N 1!:1n ·- !0'0111 '7.Y WJP::J 
1U1J:Jn 'imNtJ )Jl.YY.llll ?!-p ilt.'l' nt F)Jil) - 'Ji illlll:l 1~ 1DN !!Tl!:IN N'"-' O'r.lhi ':;,).1 \1./i'l ';I"N .O'l!>n 1\!J .,::IN lJ l.,n 
10111 ?C'Dtli '').1 \llp:J7 17N 'r.l 7~N 1DlN1 ro'Ol P.Y1::1 il'nl l'llN1 7.Y ,.,,, iWJD h'ln .mn 1li:l nll>:l\!IJ rn7!>n VNVJ 

"-'JJ!.O) >.:J 'n uv.nWlYJN)\'-1 ·'''l' m:;u~:1 Nlil ll1:l ~,,pn N7oru n)l~ nn120 lNJ0\11 ~, 
' l'" \)nmtl nvn! (t(VI'Y!) ternnm Vl'!ll 

In an astounding Midrasll, Moshe is depicted as see,king help from the earth and the stars to interceded with GOd on his 
behaff, Eventual{v he goes to the 'Sar HaPnim'- tl!e Archangel Metatron • who turns him down. Moshe now apparently 
feels like he i.s out of options, and at that point incurs God's anger. 

1r.>\'J rnm -r::~o ('::>l .1tlN ll'<.,D o.Y nY>.Y:>\11 nnr.~ "ml' 1N7'-3n m oy 11:1::> lli'UJYJ nnlN m::~'lll Jm=>n \:)'lJ!)r.l nNi:> 7JN 23. 
ill l1.r.>Nl J"ll:>'1'1ll1 WJ11 1:1::>'1 -11:lll' OY.Iil 0).1 lilll\'.1 'ID:> ·,iNO 1'l:J:> lr.l.Y lnll\!J llN1 U1j).l Nln 1n.1 ~npn ~V.I. 

U"JjXJ 'D~ 'J .l~Tt:li ll1 0\!./::l ID\\1\9 111\JIJY.l 

,,~y., "rrm )"'11l m.,YJ 
11re Ran, in his 4th Dnisha, describes an unclear line between Metatrqn and God Himself 

E] PRAYING THROUGH MELACHIM - A NEGAJIYE VIEW 

'-11 lJ 1lJ.Yl N:l N~N OlNn!l l7~N Ul:>J WN ill::! 1'1~ l'J !'1?0 ON 1l11J!) l':J ~ O"n 1\9:1 - n'i"1 il'J::l\'J1J 1r.lN )11' ~1 24. 
':J:lN .'Jh}JY.l Nl3\ll) 'lt7'JJ1J N!:l\11 11)~n t\TIJ:J ';Jy il:llV 'll)!l \!I'N "lnlN Nlm m~ ).l~ lN l1:ll'J N1)i'l Ul1tl!) 7\ll 'IN'I!l 

1"nn .i"1J '' nm1 '.lNl nm1, " N7N 'N'"Ol' N';7l JN.:>''-3' N'J m't~) x'] n~ 01N 'J)I ~ ON !p U'N Nm 11-u \!mpn 
'??J;! '~"' of/~ N.1i?r.,'#ll '-i' (i!<l ~N1'> 

~ V'JSI nl:m n:nrc (}()~'lEI~'~ 
The Talmud Yerushalmi takes a much tougher line on praying through melacmm. When tuming to God, only a direct a 
approach is acceptable. 

01~'73'~ O''Xi~ O:tti o~;()~n:. l'lf:l '7l:t~} ,;":. O'>U:it>"l~ .J')')l :IC~C ''~ '' .f"D p:>Dl 0'3'~''~ lWti :In,,,, ~)f) JD:>l, 25. 
':> ..e~nD~ ':l;t> ,O'"ll'lf> 0\;:IJD ob 0'::11J')''' ::l"l1r"3 0\()1j»:) 0::1 :,;f), - D"l:l~ 'f:l 3'\:J':l) 03 J')~1'' O:l; C'C 1ltiDl -· 

o•:J.JfJ~ )~» -,:, .h7.J t~ .<r~ o·~~") Ot~)h )~ ,) '"'"~~., ,(r•• o•.,.,) O'~)h~ ' .. ~fJ fJ1:J ")nf>:>l:i ,,, ,O'~Jb O'f:l"i'' O'!>b~n::l 
- P';l> ;,; ~.,,m:ll'l;l~':;,, ;,,;~:;, "':;,~ o,,,, t:l''73l~ ,,:;,r: ~o ~l' qt.l' ..(fl"r.>' ~·D~} 

!\¢ h~ l"!li!'1 
The Ramban11 agrees with the Rambam that any kind of davening through melachim is avoda zara. 

;x ''!mr.> 'l~ntO m 1:::a1 ' ' 'lN1 m ))1'(l :m 'O'r.lmn ;v:~ 'J~J 'll'Y.ln1 'IV'":m D'l:ltl1 't:m::>.c' 1.Cl7 O'lnu llN ~JN ·' 26. 
W'r.l\!1' ;,;!)1'1 l)Jlr.>\!10 ,U'lJh1 ~ O'Dhi 't"l~n· n'ln7 'lN1 m '!>'' .... il~ U~1J Nn l))l3tli lti'Xl'\'.1 O":)WD 
'tl'l:>tl\!.1 '"\!In ~N wn n7!lnnY> 'lN., 1:>' nYJp~, ru'Tln ,~,, ,~,n\!1' p7'1 :u,nwo1 l~D' nvol '~3::>J'J ,l))J'IJJ:Jn 

.l)'r.lni ltl'n' o,r.>n1 

:1.' PlJI trftll't1!1W o~ Jm)f)) 

The Maharal objected to saying Maclmisei Rachamim with the wording we.lrave. He suggested changing it to ~u 
that they WILL bring the tefil/ot instead ojlO'l~il -that they SHOULD bring them. 

In the 18th Century, the matter came to a head in Italy and was debated at length between the more kabbalistic and the more 
rationalist camps. Lengthy pamphlets were written supporting the position, which are nM:Orded in the Pachad Yltzhak (lamprol\tl}. R. 
Shmuel Abohav maintained that the piyutshould continue to be said in SeUchot14 

12. See abo Slfer Halkarim 2:17 and Abarbanel Rosh Amana tltap 12. The Maharam ofRottanberr ai&O opposed saying Machnlsel Rachafllim. For more detailed sources, see tile 
artide by R. Sprectler ob ell, ancl a summary at https://shulllaber. WOtdpM$.CIOm/20 16/&9/ 02/macflnlse!-mham im-OO.-netd1JIQ12kda-to-retdt-god/ . . 

13. lnteres11n~, Avraham Frle&r1 I'EI51on of the famoiiS nii&IJn for Maclmlsel Racllamlm u:se& the alte~ tm of the Mallillll • Yacllnisll • and not 1hc orfglllal ve..l!)lll See 
httpro:f /--routube.a~~~~fwatclt?V'"P9ar3qgOH2Y. However Moldedlal Ben DiMd liStS the original tlllt· Hamnllll. Seehttps;/ ;www.)'Outube.com/WIIllh?v•yonpaLGsoWi. (For 
the musically minded, tllls Is not the only mac:hloket IMtlween them. Avrahain Fried sings ltln A minor and MBD In E minor). · 

14. See hllp'J /seforfm.blo~m/2006/09/machnesl-ll!lth•mlm-and-plagellsm.html for an analy5le ofibe 18tll Oenturydelllte. 
To download more aouiQI! sheets and audio llllurfm Wisit.....,.bb!liiM'*I'-..., 
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'C:'DD ,=~~ ,:;~n .'P5nb) ~'f:lr>n' :~fmc ,)St> :;~.,c~ b) ~ ::~ri~:;... ·'''~.t/:! m">)nr> ,),i' ,,,, ,,,.,, 1mb::s c,.,,,c; ::~n ... 27. 
:,f)~lrC :In~' ID')"l 1">13ti""~ ,,,,, 13)3 ,,)fJ ~~t, ,,)() :,;:sip)~·op1'~) 0,3P) 'lD1 pbc; 0'iP'l' ::l")ti:D ti~tn 

I. n lJ:I"' H jn.!l 1mt11 ~~~~, ~ ?'TV 
The Korban Netanel (18C Germany) objected to piyutim whi.c.*' t~_,l!J?ea.r to approach God through an intennedim}' and 
invokes the 5th Jkar of the Rambam. : · 'J . ~ . 

.... . · . ~ l \ • .. 

.. 7 : 

lOP )J)'o {o»n n,u-o M p>h ,i)ltl ann 11"W' 

The Chatam Sofer also objected to saying Machnisei Rachami;:{j, although he did not stop the community from saying it. 
He sin:Jply davened a long person.al taclranun so that he missed it! .. R. Akiva Eiger expressed t/:ze same sentiments . 

. Y""' inNl :m' inN ,,rro; nt:Jl:Ji1 .n~ roYJ :1i~:1 oillt7 ,, )~?tJ m~m ':JN7tJ ,::,YJ :1tJ\N i1ili1' 1::1 '~'"' ':l, ,N'ln 29. 

}.l, lN~n.:n .1:::1 mnN ttl~ NnnYJ )~, 'il' :'"ltJlN :nu lN;tJ ,nY:llltJ 11"1'-'tJl 1Y"'}.l )n.,YJl p1'.n 'll N:ltll ln'.J' N.JYJ:n 

lf'\'1:::1 7Y:I )tJN i1)l)J ll'-' 1N7Dl ,1=> mf'\N lUYJ7 Nrn'IYJ )~"'I 'Ill :"''Y.)lN Y1 jN7tJ ,1N7 ONl .1m:> ;yJ )tJN n>W 

tOtp !1:1~ 

In a famous Midrash, Chazal explain that we are accompa11ied home on Friday night by two melachim - he11ce the 
minhag to greet these melachim with the so11g 'Shalom Aleichem '. 

It seems reasonable that the Rambam would not have been happy to say the 3rd verse of Shalom Aleic:hem - Barchunl16 - which most 
peoplet• say on Fl1day nlght17 Many In the Soloveitctlik family, lnclLJdlng the Rav, and others (lnctuding Rav NevensahQ do not say 
Mach nisei Rachamlm for these reasons.1• 

F] THE REACTION TO REFORM 

In the mid 19th Century, one of the attacks by the Refonn movement, specifically by Abraham Geiger, was that some of the plyutim In 
the slddur were unacceptable to Judaism•e, partly on tile grounds of the Rambam's 5th lkar! There tften followed a process of 
re-entrenchment In the orthodox world where It became unacceptable tq remove these plyutlm {Irrespective of their tlleologlcal 
problems) as this would appear to be pandering to-the Refonn movement. . 

o->~nll llNN p1 _ u"vm~ l'a'l) p .YJ1l!ltJ omm!).J ,~N nmml 'it:J'tl J> '11il'-' troN,OJ omYJN1 ;YJ 11li'~ i"Y71 30 . 

.,.,, O'""'YJ' '=> .~"m O')"'nl!l 0'1tJ\N' 3'lll1';u o~'.!Jnr.m ., 'i.:llV ~:> cY U'p?n nm> n:mN:J O'"l~lNl C'lW U'nn,:> 
.... 7:> u~> 'i "CJP:ltJ .J'\31:>:> .01Y.Jo7 o>t.PYJ1 o»m O't)''P 7"ln YUi 'l::l tppmY 0'1:11'nl ~ 0:1 "'' o~i:ll1 '1 

to )J:I)tl a»tl tnlK • M jJ)n ('RCOM} n)ll' Mltl, ti"W 

R. Yehudo Aszod- successor to the Chatam Sofer in 19C Hungary- insists that we must continue to say the piyutim as 
they were originally formulated. These ancient prayers were wrlnen by the great and holy- who are we to alter them!? 

15. Or perhaps Mn the wordiRJ'IIIwatdstlle encl of Bircat H.trnu:on ·,,.'II'~ en~ l'l12lr> cnttl, whith does not &ppearin the Rambam's nusach of benching brouctrtat the end 
of his illdlotTeMal 

16. Allhoq&ll som1famlies, fDIIowtng11\epo$i11011ofdle Gra~ughtb)"R. Chaim Volaztmerln lltltrR~h 93), do noi1111Jtllat-..erse. RavYaMfM.a•ln his IIIShU'IIIt(M!I1imCIIalm 
159) ltPOrts 1h.lt he ~m once clulle~~~ by a guest for saying barthuni lesllilom. He Jeii)Onds that, "thCMJ&b the Rambam and Ramban aPPHJ to tab issue wlttllhis, ht 
undtrsblnds !hat they wen~ only speaking tv !he time ,emlgdar m~ta· when peopll! wera mont focused on melact!lm. In today's wvr1d wtlera peuple are no longer~ticed by that 
focus, he does not think that !hey would stiD conrJder It to be a probtem. This Is an interesting example of wlt&re our current plliCIIce is not In tun• with Rambam's lkatlm 
(no1wlllrstanding !he In principle commitment of 011hiiiiDJlJudalsm to lhose tkenm) bllt a slnlllht rtlection of lilt Rtmba m•s position is &lsanot posslblt. 

17. Some pe.~pfe say lftvShlllom N• c:Nm t1te rme ~~ ~ wat ~ '!W?!:) ,rnt ~ ~> 'f> nar, ~ "to lhow lbatt!HI.Y Ulld-..od that tile mtlachlm h­
no indepetl(lent pOWers. 

18. MOst Selldlot books Include the p~ often with a footnote that llrere ara those wl!o do not say ft. or that one Should haw appropriate kava not when nciting it Some editors 
de(end It stro~y (Me tlte footnote to p21 of tlte English RIN>8nteld Sellcl10t). 

19. And llso very long! Consldertheyotzrot, ma1revotet: which are now nnelytung. 
To download more SOU!Qe sheets and audio shlurlm Vhllt ....-ni!I!I"Mnlp( Cl!!ll 
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n'2:rr 'It ~ ,;n t:r;, I:I'D'Ynn'l o;&,i'n ;» :mtK f'l.V ,m .1:1'7m'l 'll"l~~ 1'~»:::1 
,;;am~ K'M onb '2n1Vt'!:l ;:K .zmc ,lt;c? o,;;.,n,., m~ 'fi'IN Cl'lpb:::l .m~.,, 
M'n n"':::li'rt ;%N ,.,~ '1Wi7''1'1P ~x;Z)l'! 'n1r o,xn mt7j1!1 T:IN .• :t"!'li'M ;p 'lrt~lt 
z:nac .IVI'!'I' e~'rlsn "ll.)llt l~"'' , ,':a .,H,., T"",:uc::a .,,nu nK::t'ltm M''lli7J n»r>'ln 
ac;;n a~tl., 1111'::1'> n.,w ,,IC';l';:) 'l...,'l»"''tl"W , .. an,D • ,"; nx l'Jt.)Kp; ;,,., 'IM'II.' I:I"Z'rM 

"01 '1:)'1X ~::s 'l':::l,:!l J:I1.1C 'JXUl' ;JC on.V, ':I :I"' IQW:::I m. .M1n1C;I2 D'1'~0C 1TI" 

'"Vf'1'tl' , '11217 l'll':::IIV1 ifnn 'lNIV ''l::S-, oD l'j7jm n"'llm '::1~7J f'K ''1)'1 '1K,Wl'f ;:i 
t"::l» • ,u,lm F 1:1'~»; 'ln;on c~m mwn ''K;,., ,; '1i'i1"~ 1"1ll' ;;mnr.~M l'Jn 
nu::~; a•am '0'=12 ~,,.,; C'l.!) . ;, ;:11 , 1'1~"'~" n"in 'D::S n=n; t3'ln'l ,;ac a"U!Ifm 

f";b 1K?O ,C,» V' QK ::1'111:::1 :a"':::l l'"? :I'I'K:J ,.,l"' ,,;;n I:J'"tb)tbn 'll? t1p'Tlll'f KJC'II 

,,M'!n SIUj'M l:l't2Fn ~0'22 f'lt 1':1 '!'IJC;, ,''1::1, '\D'\M"' n'D' l:l,,r, "l'lm 'I;K "'»:) 'mK 

I:I'U'I"!>:I. mln' ;» ~, ·mn 'tl'n:r» ,a,;mt' a"N'!cmv t'J'l7"1n • 'lhvJ .,,m,.,::1 m JUI~ 
, ,,:;,, 1,,,.,., :n"'~:t::S 7M» 'lD '111M fl'*'» 'MW7J o,,.,, '=IK;a rncm TVJTP:I. ,,,, , '!hllJ 
,.,,. ..=1J nan I:I'U'~:tb utt l' JC ~' • 'ln"CP ,'n11n~ ttt:~R;~~ wy.u n ~~, 
~n ,; N 1:r k 'tUjl ~'"~ , ,.,~ r,;.Dnnt, t:lm:lJC'1 Cl'l'l!l'll1 ,,,"3; '\!)liN :"l~':lj7" 
mzt U'~ ,)1 X;l'f tl"t'tlt.) ,, "t~K~ ,\1'17Jm 1';!1 111~ =n S,~rK ,.,, 111'!:1 1~ 

· ,,"?M~n nr .,~'71:1~ W?:U ~; :::I"K rro'7 .m-wnn ?::1 .~e?? 

31. 

Cltl5) n'tl., >DK :1') - _,'1)1'1 , • .,om n:n~n 
in an 1885 teshuva1~ Rav Hirsch wrote to his son-In-law, R. Michael Levi21 in England strongly supporting the saying of 
Machnisfti Racluunim. He appears to have no objection in principle to davening through melachim, which he feels is 
supported in classic sources. 

In today's post millenia! neo-cttassidic wortd, macbnisel rachamim has made a comeback. largely due to the beautiful nlggun 
composed by Chalm Benet and sung by M.B.D., and the percefved need by many younger people to infuse the selichot with more 
'neshama'. It is interesting that the major theological and philosophical debate22 appears to have been resolved (for now) by our 
emotional and psychologlcaJ need for connection to God. 23 

o,nn1n n"!'r.rr NiOl ,o)nt\1 ~N~o, Nil:> ,1nll).fl'J7.!1~ o~N~7 O'Y.Ii7lr.>YJ mn,?trol O't)'l'~ ~mYJ Mm mn ... 32. 
n:nn ~:IN .p 1t.:>1~ tl'illill upm Yln ,?N1\!P >?l1~ . :>"l mYJ o,"l'!m ~.Vli .npl:mY.l i'O'N~ 'Pllfl .'~l~mil U'~ 
O'>ln'l 'tJ>D1Ji tm!) "lr.>" )N'Y.)'tl lN1!lD ~~,nr.lD N:Jln 1"t7V )r.>'O n"1Nn o"nn:ll ,m 1'1tmt om1n~~tn llm'O."ltl 

... . nm~u:i. 
'Pn~ Jl"'Ymo uoro\!.1 o>:~N~D om )n':n 1r.n; l'""PlO ,omYJN"li1 umu"ltl o!ll.v '>'INl ::t'l lm\'.1 )Yl'lll:lil o~"' 
ornn'~~ lYJ.v>YJ oVJp.JlYJ -p~ p; ,o,:>x;.nnc ;nv W'"'ll).)On ;.:;, U.J~li:J .V1l'Yt' 'lN ,Dll'-' m'ND l'ln; U'~Y 0"1)llt1 
~.Y ,.,,!)Wtl 1»VJ ,l'l"'Wl17J O'l"\l'JYJ 1:0 on\'.1 iU.J 7.v '1i1YJ .Nrn»tm nYJ.V1J m.v n7 noopl Dl 1~ ,roiiN:l 
r:~.r.)')il l'roili~ ,U1 01\!1 O'I:>N?t0i10 Y.lj7:l'Jl ;?t.!lnn? 1lt»Ni1 ~'J::r.l Tlll>Nl .Oi17YJ W"llllO Jl~il 'J:Jjm' ornn>!l\!1 
n7Y'I1l'D\'.I llV''ro lj ),N 1nN\!I ,'D\'.1; ~N\'.Il1 ill i1J'Jj :Jj7.V>~ "fN?7Jil 1lJN1 N'lj7i1 )).1 (>~]) n;Ynl '!) 'lltlln:t l\'Jl1'.!1J. 
,rP:)N77Jilln~mVJ.lY.I1.l'Ti1 ;y 1=>?t'tl ·1.V'Yt'1N N] 1fl~7J Dll 1WM N] 'lN"Ip.n ON YT:l'J 'i17 111]:1 rDl:>'il1 n::m )'N D 
):JPJYJ "ltJlj -p'\'.1 ,(~7 lU\'.1) '7JXll CP.-" :lPN) 'N"lj?:l \!11l.!l)n ,'WJV ~7J .nmj 0'.llt.l00 O'~:>N~)J:ll N'"llXIOil >:m;D:> 
1N~ )JUYJN"T=> nnt.lYJ:Jl mnN:l m WJY~ ,'tlpl; "lm1J nt p11 .N'1lllt7il mw.v~ l'Nl '("?on; 1'N nw1; Oil7 
0':>1'¢tm i':lYJ no ~ Ol1 rno ,,,N ,)l"1t1lNil1 .~,!I:Jl1lln~OlllV'ntl no Z.Clil m 111 >Yl (.n'j7 O'IW!l} 7NY1:1l 
rum Nln ONl .n:J"'\JJ 'lmY.Ip:l " u; nw> Nmoo n"lY.Jno wp.:1:n )?t!lnn7 N?tz.c ,)i11J 'Vc'.:J?l . on?t ;;.!lnn> )>N 

.O>:Jl\) 1\'.1, ~)Ol O>:Jl'-' .b''llllO llml~!ln .))0\'J'YJ:::> NJ>Y.)rJ .n">\'.lil i'b.Y' ,0)1\:J iWNrJ O>;lllJO:J 
.0':)l0~, l~»Y.I N7YJ Ol"l:l1:1 'Ui'O.)t :n">\'.lil.tl lYJ~~ N., Dll ,l3iU).) "'i WJY" Oil\!1 0p.::J'J 1lt'N ~"1:>., DY.»6D:l !lft~.Y 

.nt Dl1'10lN YJ'r'f , '1))).!17 .::J'\J "ll'l'l'lil1!l1Nl )~)I' on"~®~ on~ OiltJ 'lli':l~ 0')'1WN1n 'U'l11l1 npl'Jnr.> :o~ 1N 
. l!t 'IX" n '"" tl~ ~ tJWI) Jm»( n"W 

Rav Moshe understands that those authorities who include in the teflT/ot prayers addressed to meiachim take the view 
that. since me/achim are created to aCt as messengers for our tefillo.t, asking them to pesfomJ that Divinely-mandated 
'shelichut' is not prohibited. It would be prohibited to ask them for something else. As regards asking the dead, lie 
reiterates that going to the graves of tzaddikim is an anCient and proper Jewish custom. With regards to asking the deiui 
to intercede, he bn·ngs proofs in difforent directions as to whether it is better or worse than asking the melachim. 24 

· 

20. The backCJOund Is rasdnatlllg. In 1879Ule Ia~ oftlle United Synagogue moveniempres~lled R. tuihall MIIWSMterto IIIIIKI'II!.SOme of the more •objei:uonable' plyullm ftom 
the dawnillg .and lie agreecL Mldtael levy- $0R·In-raw of R. Hirsch-objecl8d !.1rollgly 111d was l!llllOUra&ed to make a bnta"-'Y synago~e move.meat - M8CIIzlkel Had.ath.. He 
wrote toR. HIISdl toaski!IW;supported tlllsAustl1lsgetnelncle, Mlldllledld, and tlle111Stls ltlstoJY. · 

21. R. Mk:haol Lmt (d. 1921) was an El'1C)l$11man, mltltecl to R' Hilsdl's dllllfrter, Mntly. His DWll soDS went on ID rJUt tllln&5 -A. Yesllayabu lA1 became llle ltW of 0t1ev Tzeclek In 
Manllaltan, aDd'fllrl:flak tmtranslatad Ibn HlliCII'sCCIIIImefllalylnto E!lef"ISII. 

22. let tiS notforptliowltt:Jt tile stal'a are ·ldola!Iy,INeach ofltrellcarlm,exc!USion from !he Jewish people end loss of a p!8Ce In the World to comer 
23. For asomewllat'Ubllsh' analysl$&ee It Slllomo Brody In htlp://texln:atabbls.olg/lheoloeJc;lf·~J.~nlgllnlm-kresy-and-machnlsekad!Jmlm/ 
24. See SMir 1021or moresooiQIS on this. 
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G] MELACHJM AND OUR INTERACJ10N WJIH THEM ~ .. · ~' >· 
.. '!F ' .:· .. '-) 

Although the Ram bam Is absolutely set against any kind of prayertq_lfie meta~him2$, he DOES Insist that we appreciate the Importance 
of melachlm and their essential role in the metaphysical universe. ·· · J . 

. ·r . 
)~NVJ mt~:>n )nn n~n., D'?llln O'N?mn l'N·rm· ,,YJ)Ir.n ·o"TNii ri1,l!ll~ nY't'.J. n~1ll m:m~ 111n N1Tl 1NlM1 !1 33 . 

.... ?nln cVJn )JI'] n~nl nlN11 niN,nri) "1N!Jl'J1 n:l\\1.01 Jmx Nm 1'.0 '(p NJ11"1Y n7 

Olnn om il11~1 o?m-J O'"lJ.liV.l )TlYJ OlN1"1J. )nD .o'f'~m nVJ7VJ) 'p;fP 1l'.J7W:l NUl 11-u VJl1pn NlJ.'t' no 7:> l 

)m"'YJO ))lN )JN m-al O~')ltl D'"lJ.ln)'J )ilYJ D'NnJ. )i1l'J1 .rtl:;)1ll:)i11 ~l'.J!IIm Tll'Ji1:1n1 O"TNn l'll!JlllDJ TJY.)l") Ot'TO!J)1 

OOl)ln Oill - l)N 10:> )>lnVJl'J ).l'Nl OY.l~nl.J. 07W? ilY~f.? .l"!i~! ~';N o >Jl\!IN,n lOJ i11~? i111~t.)l "Pl7 ')l:ID 

Q>:JNJJ'Jn om )';i.) O~'ll N.,J nii~ D1N1Y.I )nPl .nn~ 1NYJJ om~:.~N':n.· Dl1JJ)l "1N'V) DO'nl )'Nl .)i1Jll.l OlJJ1:Jn1 
· · . ., .. · ,,lil'1l rn1~!)) nn~ N.,x nl'l:n t")n Dl)N o'>:1N.)t.m't' 

Nlm ,n>.J.n . .,VJ m;)lol'J m,-,n'} \ill::! 1nN ?::> N~N )l'llN~.O:l .)'lYJ )l'NVJ '!J' ?)'!J1l 'll'X '1Tn 1m n nn~n 111!l' nn:n n 
~Ct 4'1 n~> "lPXl m~:>ru nt~?YJ lt.i'W.I mn ,l:ll"l Nln ,,.,~ ~npn ?YJ vot~ O'la~J .,,m nm n?:m? m m::~t.l ''~" 

- · . 1iiff'taJ )J!_J;Il"jjJ 

.~"1N1 ,OlJ!:J1N1 .?::m )t.l n?.)l~7 om \(llpil .l11'f"l O'N,PJ 1=>'!171 .Nm on?Yr.> oVJ 'Jv m:>N.,nn nm't' ~VJ 1 
0'0 ~y Dl:JN~r.m )ill lN11:'JVJ nlY.l'tln n1VJY l)X !:1:> .OlVJ'Nl ,O'=lll:Jl ,om7N l.)Jl ,Om'ml 10'>:1N~Y.l'l ,O'!nVJl ,O'JY.lVJf'll 

l=>'!:l' .'nl'f"l' nl'npJ\!1 m~n n?)lt.J wn Nm 11-u 7Nn ·n?Yr.> N.?N mtlr.> n.,vr.>7 1'XVJ n?v~' .)n 1il7'll nl7Vt> "1YJY 

0)1 O'"U""TY.lTl O">:Ji'ODn OTll 'D''O'N' .3'lN1j7J'V Tl11!fi1 n?YD N'>Tl 11'1''1!.1)1 Tl~.YOl .1~:>n N~ nnl1 )nVJ ilNl:ll:J "1r.>N.J 

.o-rx 'J.l nYl n.,YO' n:mp cmYt.:J\!1 P,YJ'N 'IN,i'J 1:>'.!)' .nNmn nz.nm on., O'X1Jl o>N):Jm 

'!J' x., ,nn7.vo '!:J' n-mll m1~ 7.:l ,-mn., i)l n7lil nv"T urrN o'nl'1 x ·mn nx 1'1l:JDl onn l7Nn n11'1:!1n 'r.:ll n 
31)\!IY.l .,JX )Jj).,l ~'VJi1? n1~j7 i1Tl)Ji N)X Nli1VJ ll'J:> N1'1Jn n:nr.>N ~'YJi17 n!;I'Ol iU'N i131\(IN'1il i1~')))'J l7'!:JN .M.,11l 

mti N"l'On nv"fll wn Dlll'"l'Y~Y n7.Yr.> 1)1 n.,vr.n n7}1r.> 7:> pl .nmn ntm7'll m~ rom,, nl'liD\!1 nr.>.o 1m' nv11l1 

.~)1 )J"tl' NVlVJ 1Y.>:> N1'Q,"'l )'~"fl' ))lN 7:Jm .ill1l1J:J ~1'i;!lllYJi17 .,~ Tl1'1:!11 071»~ O'"l:ll!'\Oil 01Nil l)l f):> l'N\!1 

. !l f'"l!l n'1mn """'' Jro>n tl"!l.D"l 
The Rambarn in Mishne Torah teaches a deJailed understant{ing ofmelachim as a halachic requirement. They are part 
of the metaphysics of creation, and our knowledge of them"is essential to gain a deeper understanding of God and 
thereby to fulfil the mitzvah of Ahavat Hashem. 

34. EvelY act of God Is described as being performed by angels, BUt •angela means "messenger"; hence eveJy one that is 
entrusted with a certain mis~ion is an angel ............... When we assert that Scripture teaches that God rules this world 
through angels, we mean suc.h angels as are identical with the Intelligences. 

t , · · · · Moreb Nevucbim ~ Maimonides 2:6 
Rambam identifies the angels ~ith the Intelligences through which God runs the world. They are certainly not 
independent agents. They are howeVer critical to the function of the universe. 

i01n ~t.l nVJY ,'N 1N?r.> '~ )'1'01l'.J .l1f"lN il~l:l ilYJ).I ,n.C\'.1~ 1 NJY.l l7 )'1trtl'J i1'liW O"TN~ il'I:!I.O .,, ']y 1'Nt.l ' :3"1 1.CN 35. 
''Ill 17 t11S' 1;~D '-'IN~ ornml 'NJ'llll.CYJ] i1.J.1i1 C'.:IX'Jtll'J )Yltlll) 

:mp,., ,~,JI IK_,,, N»lMn V1"'"JJ:) 

Chazal say that every mitzva we do creates a positive moloch. 

\. 

ilVJ)IN) tiJ:JN'O W l)t.)J:> l!llil .'JN1\iil >n)N) "TU:l lJn .\'1~).1 '.11,\'Jl:) 0 ' VJl1p O'i:Jl:>t.J Yf:l)l1il' :,l'.JlN xo:::m l'l>J.., ti3:JJn 36. 
,m"ll)l '.l1"lll' ,'ll,tl't' 'Jl11JY.I :Nl'J~ N~ .':;.lNl i"l,] . 'P~~ Nn?1 ,):;)il 'li.)'N Nt.ll] X7 :».JN lt:lN .'O:JlJN NJNl m~1 

D"TN ).):,) .,\!1 p-;,. Pill ~Nl 'O):JXVJ 1)1 ,'] ll'Mil ,., llln.l:'ln ,'lllt.lO '.ll:>J:)'O 

. ·. ... .. .orn:ru 
0 : { · ~ ••• 

Chazal r~qui.r@:that we address the melachinz bttfore entering a bathroom. 
: ' . ~,:·.-~~_\.; .. 

,; i l. 

__________ ,i 

25. U RWIP~sln&IJ, he does NOT brln• the haladiaoJ:R. Yochanan that a person must not pray In Atamalc slnce lt1e mtladllm do not undemand It Nevertheless. this 1111 acllaiS Nled 
iR tlleShutchen Aludl (101:4, el\d seeM8101;1.5). 

:~ ~odownloadmoresourcesheetundDIICiioshiUrtm~tnwrabblminlllnJimm 

· :)~i. 
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5778 - :U'.3tl Otn:l~ ~abbi€fabblmannfng.com 9 

')'n~\!.1 'Jli0\!.1 l>nl~ ~)'11l)1 .)'l'~Y mi\!.lll 0'\!.IITjJ 0'T.1Pr.J 1i.:t::mn' OJ::J'\!.1 01ljJ 1mN Nron n>J~ t));))lfJ )lll ~:> 
. '01N 'Jl 7\!.1 )J11 i1W N~Nl Ol:>N\!.1. i}j ,~ U>nr.m 

37. 

t !nJI Ot!l.:~ !U("m ti~Ml tJo)tl a"~ 

The Rambam DOES bring this as halaclza lema 'aseh!! Cleariy, the Rambam understood that we should 11ot only have an 
understanding of the role ofmelachim, but should express that verbally too! 

11J)tO -,p» a'Dt rumh 11mn 01'1'1 h"ntC 1l'1ll ln>l'l 
Fascinatingly, the Shu/chan Aruch also brings this ha/acha in principle, but then states that we do NOT do this today.16 

t='IO l~ Dil"P)( lUI 
The Magen Avraham explains why we say 'Vimru Amen' - 'you (plural) should say Amen' aftu our private Amida. We 
are addressing the melachim that accompany us through life! 

~\!.1 nwnp.:t ~\!.1')1n 1'm ... 'ill ttpui 1'nn nnm om\!.IM\!.1 om\!.1~1n 0'1'on NP111 .l1r.llN' mnl N' l"l':>Yl 40. 
7"ln '1:11):) "''N'ar.l:> O~N7nn Tl'll7n )llll ~n l)' Dl\!J .'Nn '0 ON l>NN J.'JN .p 1Y.l17 nNJ il't'l Oi17 031lN 0'1JDi1 
·mmi'l 7~ l\!.IPil v'ipn 'U>xn 'N'Tlll .N'lnm 'lTWJ'I ~l; ;.,m mNl; n m'DN mn ~'' 1'VPl1tl 'llN ),N 'fN ,ulOnot~ 

... lN~i"l ).:>1 '1P')I p1 DiN '1~ Dl'ltlllnlN p N' 7:1N m.r.nN'J 1'~ n1tll:n i1'U'11p:l 
2 ,.,., ~ )Jl'O ~ n,'IN 1nmn 1tW 

The Aruch Hashulchan explains that it would be gross arrogance for us these days to address the melachim, as if we 
·could actually sense them! Nevertheless, we should remai11 conscious of the the reality of their presence. 

1:m:> 7"l'1Nil O\!.l:llJ ... m.:t nvv, n~ ,,,, 1ol1N;'T 'l"h DNl ... o,~JlUllil nlmpoJ. mm YU'T:l ,mi1; 1lONI!Illl1' -o'T 41. 
-·D'l:mr.:~'nnm 11JN'\!I "'' n~mo 

m ct')fo lb'l '~»'" n.lt't 1'1,, ,tl)wm 1ro' 
But the Aruch Hashzllchan also brings in the name of the Ariza/ that if one cannot avoid thinkb1g of Torah in the 
bathroom one should say thefomtula! 

2 6. Why would Ule Shulcltan Ansell quate halaclla, only to say that It is no longer practleally relevant I? Tha Sllllchail Aruch b a preclical guide to halach 1 Moll R. Yltzcllak Be1110Yitz 
suggested lllat. even tllough tlle recitation of the liiOnls i5 no long« rde¥tnt,w DO.stlll Med to llaYe an na~enqs of the eDstence ofmelachim .,GUild lA 
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