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The Gemara cites a different version of an exposition cited -

v37 1y X37yR3 — In the West (ie. Eretz Yisrael) they taught

the exposition of the verse as follows:*!  =mx 5T 37 — Rav

Gidel says: Wniona Dwa Y o1, — Great means that he =

magnified [God] by pronouncing the Explicit Name. Xynnam)
~nx — But Rav Masna says: xetam 1axT D1 bxg,, - It
means that the Men of the Great Assembly said: the great,
powerful and awesome God."? 1777 XMbn KM 377 XYY
% 12 ywim — And this teaching of Rav Masna supports“! the
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view of R’ Yehoshua ben Levi. " 12 YW 127 KT — ForR' @
Yehoshua ben Levi said: Mot OIS AN TRV KR Y -
Why were they called the Men of the “Great” Assembly? :
mwry ey 1may — Because they restored the crown of "

God's glory to its original luster. How so? —mK nwn RNX -
Originally, Moses came and said: XTI YT ST DX, -
the great, powerful, and awesome God.™ —mmx) MM ROK -
Then came Jeremiah and said: 273 TRRR 213 -

Behold, strangers are croaking in His Sanctuary!® mK

mnix7 — Where are the displays of His awesomeness? XY
nx7,, My — He therefore did not mention “awesome” in his

prayer¥ -y oxu7 xni — Then came Daniel and said:

™33 DTAYAYR DM - Behold, strangers are enslaving'

His children, the Jewish nation, these seventy years of the -

Babylonian exilel® pnima mx — Where are the displays of
His power? 113}, Mm¥ X% — He therefore did not say
“powerful” in his prayer.4) YRR} IPRINK — But then they —
the Men of the Great Assembly —.came and said: KWt P37
fnTm|my N — On the contrary! This is His magnificent
display of strength, 17y nxwataY — for He restrains His will
all these years that His people are subjugated X 7% DWW
mywY — in that He shows a long-suffering countenance to
the wicked by not punishing them despite the numerous
oppressions they decree against His people.”® »Rixna YR -
And these are indeed the great displays of His awesomeness,
XA IND WITRR DY 1871 K7p7RY — because if not for the awe of
the nations for the Holy One, Blessed is He, nox mmx b
nimxy pa owpnny A - how could one solitary nation
survive among the seventy nations of the world?!s" The Men of
the Great Assembly, therefore, reinstated mention of these
attributes in their prayer.®® o
The Gemara asks: Ll
137 — Now, the Rabbis, i.e. Jeremiah and Daniel, each of whom
omitted one of the attributes stated by Moses in his prayer, W
v 112y — how did they act thus nwn PPNT XDRH PV -
and abolish the institution that Moses instituted?
The Gemara answers:

A1y 127 g — R’ Elazar said: X N3 WATRAR PYTRY AiAR
X1 MKy — Because they knew about the Holy One, Blessed
is He, that He is truthful and despises falsehood; 331" XY 72
12 — they therefore would not speak falsehood to Him.s®
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@ mx Rabbi Yohanan said: Wherever you find the greatness of the Holy One, Megilasia
blessed be He, there you find His humility. This is written in the Torah, repeated
. inthe Prophets, and stateda third time in theWntmgs Itis written in the Torah: “
+ For the LorD your God is God of gods and LORD of. lords, the great, mightyand Deut. 10
~ “awe-inspiring God, ‘who shows no favoritism and accepts no bribe” Immediately
- afterwards it is written, “He upholds the cause of the orphan and widow, and
~ loves the stranger, giving him food and clothing.” It is repeated in the Prophets,
asit says: “So says the High'and Exalted One, who hves foreverand whose name L.s7
is Holy: I live in a high and holy place, but also with the contrite and lowly in

spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite.” It

is stated a third time in the Writings: “Sing to God, make music for His name, Ps. 68
extol Him who rides the clouds ~ God is His namie — and exult before Him.” Im-
med1ately afterwards it is written: “Father of the fatherless and_]udge of widows
is God in His holy habitation.”
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They said three things: Be deliberate in judgment; develop
many disciples; and make a protective fence for the Torah.




