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The Scene of the Crime
I. Who Sold Yosef to Whom?
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18 And they saw him afar off, and before he came near unto them, they
conspired against him to slay him. 19 And they said one to another: 'Behold, this
dreamer comes. 20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into
one of the pits, and we will say: An evil beast hath devoured him; and we shall
see what will become of his dreams.' 21 And Reuven heard it, and delivered him
out of their hand; and said: 'Let us not take his life.' 22 And Reuven said to them:
'Shed no blood; cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, but lay no hand
upon him'--that he might deliver him out of their hand, to restore him to his
father. 23 And it came to pass, when Yosef came to his brothers, that they
stripped Joseph of his coat, the coat of many colours that was on him; 24 and
they took him, and cast him into the pit--and the pit was empty, there was no
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water in it. 25 And they sat down to eat bread; and they lifted up their eyes and
looked, and, behold, a caravan of Ishmaelites came from Gilead, with their
camels bearing spices and balm and ladanum, going to carry it down to

Egypt. 26 And Yehuda said unto his brethren: 'What profit is it if we slay our
brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites,
and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother, our flesh.' And his
brethren hearkened unto him. 28 And there passed by Midianites, merchantmen;
and they drew and lifted up Yosef out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the
Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. And they brought Yosef into

Egypt. 29 And Reuven returned unto the pit; and, behold, Yosef was not in the
pit; and he rent his clothes. 30 And he returned to his brothers, and said: "The
child is not; and as for me, whither shall | go?' 31 And they took Yosef's coat, and
killed a he-goat, and dipped the coat in the blood,
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And the Medanim sold Yosef to Egypt, to Potiphar, a courtier to Pharaoh, the officer of
the butchers
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And Yosef had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, a courtier to Pharaoh, the

officer of the butchers bought him from the hands of the Ishmaelites who brought him
down to Egypt.

lI. Approaches
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Multiple caravans, multiple sales, initiated by the brothers’ sale

77 19 N'wXI] |"an
D' D'WIX PINTNM IXDN'Y INWI TWRD - TY720 XA 07RyNny' NAX NNt (nD)
TV722n 2,107 0"I¥N7 D Iy ,0'MA0 X' DRYAY TNOX D NN ,TV22 TN




3 Bereishit Shiur 19

D'YIRN NN ,NTIN' D07 MK P71INIK 17107 DT DD DNIXAYTI1EL,NDINDINE XD KAl
QTN YT XY D 0N 127001 ,NRINN YR 7R DDY7101 L7700 YIRN n7RN
D'TA D'WIX ,"I¥NI NXDIN ON7 QWX ,NMINO0 "7V I'N D INXN 0NY7 1207 TWUNDI
12 1IN0Y INIX NPY D' TNY 90I' X NDN'I.OMXYAYIAN 0'70A0 NOWY ,0'NI0
AKX .0NXY7 NIINO0 DN AR X7 071020 M'WN 0'7XYNRY'N NNOIX ' ,NIN0Y
N1INON 0271 DAY INIX 1N0N DN ' ,0'78yNnY™ o' X 1Non'l (N 71091)
72K ,0Ta N D L(R V7 [707) DNY INITIIN WK D'Y7RYAYIN T'N DYV ATl .0N¥nY
:D"I¥N 7R INIXK 1N21 DNTANLINAKY XN, 1NNOo DNII'7YA ' D' TAN

One caravan of partners, brothers initially sell
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One caravan, one people, brothers initially sell
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Brothers never sell, may not have known

N 7109 77 719 N'WUKXI 2I7TN
PVIX D'NY VAW 12 7w qoI' N 11IAN 78X DIN0 DTN D'WAX N (ND)
D'7NRYNY DXRYNAYTY INN2AT AN A INIX 17V 901' NN 01 TAN 1DYNR'l .Nd1Al
DTANI NIRIPZA A IN"PNAL [NIY TN 19'0197 10N DTN T2 [ITR97 InNon
NN X701 DIRVAYN T 9019 1N2'1 0T X701 19'0I97 0M¥N 7R IMIX NN
NINT 700 DNIXNA T X7 I'NK1L AN A .00NNA MY ni7) nnn¥n "MIX DNON WX
DN'AX? NPY K71 INN7OXK DY N'N D710 1AWN INXYNA X711 11a0 7K (21X )70l
Brothers never sell, never knew
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[ll. Who Rises to Leadership?
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21 And Reuven heard it, and delivered him out of their hand; and said: 'Let us not take
his life.' 22 And Reuven said to them: 'Shed no blood; cast him into this pit that is in the
wilderness, but lay no hand upon him'--that he might deliver him out of their hand, to
restore him to his father.
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36 And Yakov their father said unto them: 'Me have you bereaved of my children: Yosef
is not, and Shimon is not, and ye will take Binyamin away; upon me are all these things

come.' 37 And Reuven spoke unto his father, saying: You shall slay my two sons, if |
bring him not to you; deliver him into my hand, and | will bring him back to you.
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3 Reuven, you are my first-born, my might, and the first-fruits of my strength; the
excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power. 4 Unstable as water, you cannot be
foremost; because you went up to thy father's bed; then desecrated him who went up to
my couch.
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26 And Yehuda said unto his brethren: 'What profit is it if we slay our brother and
conceal his blood? 27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand

be upon him; for he is our brother, our flesh." And his brethren hearkened unto him.
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9 | will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him; if | bring him not to you, and
set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever.
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8 Yehuda, you will your brothers praise; your hand shall be on the neck of your
enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down before you. 9 Judah is a lion's whelp; from
the prey, my son, you art gone up. He stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as a
lioness; who shall rouse him up? 10 The sceptre shall not depart from Yehuda, nor the
ruler's staff from between his feet, as long as men come to Shiloh; and unto him shall
the obedience of the peoples be. 11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt
unto the choice vine; he washes his garments in wine, and his vesture in the blood of
grapes; 12 His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk. {P}
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