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Critical Encounters

I. Yosef and His Brothers
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7 And Yosef saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, and
spoke roughly with them; and he said to them: ‘From where have you come?' And they said:
'From the land of Canaan to buy food.' 8 And Yosef knew his brothers, but they knew him

not. 9 And Yosef remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them: 'You
are spies; to see the nakedness of the land have you come.'

Il. The Brothers and Pharaoh
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31 And Yosef said to his brothers, and to his father's house: 'l will go up, and tell Pharaoh, and

will say unto him: My brothers, and my father's house, who were in the land of Canaan, are
come unto me; 32 and the men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of cattle; and they
have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have. 33 And it shall come to pass,
when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say: What is your occupation? 34 that you shall say: Thy
servants have been keepers of cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and our fathers;
that you may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the
Egyptians.'
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1 Then Yosef went in and told Pharaoh, and said: 'My father and my brothers, and their flocks,
and their herds, and all that they have, are come out of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they

are in the land of Goshen.' 2 And from among his brothers he took five men, and presented
them unto Pharaoh. 3 And Pharaoh said unto his brothers: '"What is your occupation?' And they
said unto Pharaoh: 'Thy servants are shepherds, both we, and our fathers.' 4 And they said unto
Pharaoh: 'To sojourn in the land are we come; for there is no pasture for thy servants' flocks;
for the famine is sore in the land of Canaan. Now therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants
settle in the land of Goshen.'
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[1l. Yaakov and Pharaoh
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7 And Yosef brought in Yaakov his father, and presented him to Pharaoh, and Yaakov blessed

Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh said to Yaakov: '"How many are the days of the years of your

life?' 9 And Yaakov said to Pharaoh: 'The days of the years of my sojourns are a hundred and
thirty years; few and bad have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not reached
the days of the years of the lives of my fathers in the days of their sojourns.' 10 And Yaakov
blessed Pharaoh, and went out from the presence of Pharaoh.
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28 And Yaakov lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; and the days of Yaakov, the years of
his life, were a hundred forty and seven years.
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