
47 .1Then Joseph came and tol� Pharaoh,\ 
and· ·he · said, "My {ather and my \..1 , · 

V(\ brother.s, and the(r flocks, and, their ,:;11$ 1�X") ilY/�7 1�!] �'Q1,.X�!J 1< f� 
\Y cattle,. �d everythlng ihey own, have iwx�?:J) C1p.:J� CJX'Y1 ,'rix, 

COrne {rom the land O{.Canaan and theg y��� c�n� ,'1:)� f1J<
" 

1 - ,-� are now · iit the land of Goshen. " 2 And .J ,, � -�' · t � •• ; ., "'Y:l �K� Oi) .. · trom part or his brot9ers he took nve ilf#�o n.�? ,�o� il;f.Rl;l� q�r� !l . � �� . . 

47. 
:iiY,ltP·,�!?? tl��!l D,l!/��- 1 

____ ,_.r--
. 

2. ''?t(r!.�R�h?'?.�?e���T OF HIS BROT,HERS. M'Jt!l�� att;tf Zl'J:mt�ll:q� - From the least among 
theDdti�tof'irtr:61fith; t1'1\ll� D'�1� 1'-!.Cl(l -.those wha did not look mighty, bJ)'lC Ml$1� c�tf 
D,,,!!l� ..:.. for were [Pharaoh] to view them 88 uilghty, n���l;) '��t4 CJ;t\X nf¥�! - he would make 
waniors of them. atr Ml).S) - They were the following: 1'1;)��:;� ,�tu�! ''? l\V�� y:;'Xi - Reuben, 

--· . . 
Simeon, Leyi, Issachar, and BetQ� .. t:1t1\�1{t rt�» "o� J<� t�\le - those �ose names Mo.ses did 
not repeat l�1;J1V' - 'Yhen he blessed them. D'"l\��tt·n\�1p ;�� -.But �e names of the migh_ty 
ones, . ;Q; - [Moses I repeated when he blessed them, for example: . 1"l'11'M? ?�p •n srtl� . • •  r11�n� nKtJ 
- "And this to. Judah, [and he said:] Hearken. 0 HAsBElci, to Judah's voice";1 ::l'r:t1tl "l',i ,,l$ i��,,; 
:l",l - "Of Gad he said: Blessed is Be Who broadens Gad";2 ... ,'?ttf� ,,� '?.1;\��?1, - "OfNaphtaU 
he said: Naphtali •• !'3 ... , .,,1$ n?• .. - HOf D� he said: Dan . .• .'-'4 ,'i'l$� y;) t?':ay? 1;1 - And 
aimil�ly with regard tO Zebwu.D.,& and similarly with regard to Asher.• :ni, nll(tle1' J'll? 'llJ -TbJa, 

. i.e., the above, is the version of Bereifhilll?bbah,1. ..?�1'¥� ntc' l'l't�� )eli?! -w�ch is theaggadah 
of the Land of-lsrael.8 -� -. 
\!?W �7� ,,�?o• 'a - But in our Babylonian. Talmud �;�� �-we have found mv» .,OiW l(IUC!V 

i � !'tllaltliose whose names Moaes repeated D'�?oll ,,:, -were the weak ones, ,�,7 le'�I:J lQ'Nt 
n'S11Q -.and it was they whom [Joseph] brought before Pharaoh. M'll"',-And 88 for Judah. '11��l' 
'�V - whose name W88 repeated. n\tt'po a•w� .,,�\! )(�, - his name was not repeated beeaWJe of N.s 
weakness, for he was strong.'_ x?� -Bather, ,�,�II! till� "': there is another reuon for the m�.r, 
wX-�P. _lCi��- as stated in Bava K4mma.10 u,j�'9' Xt\!1•1!..,.. In a baraisa in Si(rell � 
�1F'0X�l�-:: wenave learned in Pa1YJ$J:as yt%os H�. ��<' �-"-·-_as_in_· our __ T_alm_iUd. 

your reward ts very great." C'j�!5 "'\�X�l :1'�)? iT;l-;tiJ �1�'¥ :1 

2 And Abram said, . "My Lord, HASHEMI t!.. ' 
ELOHIM: Vv'hat can You give me being that .,�·llSJ ,

· "?"'l�f:'-i1� i11'M� "�.,.t$ ;, 
/go childless, andthesteww:ctofmyhouse � �.J:\'1� i'W�-1�� '�')"'1�. �i,il 

is the Damascene Eliezer?" , li1 Di:JK ,�X"l :1T '�7.K i]trJt), 1 
3 Then Abram said, "See, to me You haue r ..,. ' - . � ' •: .. . v . " ., ; 

·given no offspring; arid see, my steward In· ., tl"� ·1� n�;:tJ YJJ ill;l!J� .K' J .,? 
herits me • . •  " \,r,� · i11i1";."'l�l i1�iJJ :"l;)'X V.i'J.'" ., 

��' . < 
. • .. r> �� oH$ o i'W�1 -DAMASCENE. .JU 1�- According to the rendering of T�m Onkelos, M2tf i'tVt;i�. 

!l �v • · · -1iifs meansthat he wasfrom Damascu.s. �U�ft;:ndaccOl'dingto an aggadic Midrash 
'?> �r D'i7Jp::J 11'l1Tf'- he is_ so named becaD.Be he pursued the • 4i'"�'l �- 88 far as D8D188CUI.' 

�lift �1l;):a- And in onr Gemara, i.e., the Babylonian Talmud, T'P',�'3 "'11 - they espounded 
�an abbreviated form of "l'1�li'"1 n?'�" - uue would draw water and give Clrlnk," i.e., 
he would learn ·and teach, \nj n1,nJ;i .-· frOm the Torah of his ma,ster, Abram, &a,..,tt�'z - to 

M .WM �II... vat�; 11-12 -It? 3 n:vcr �� R.. fi-t> �.;A ..;;['f 14-/t. rJI 



--

'�Ill\ \� i{mi;�-§f.�ulWl he sald: Rejoice, n�V( i� lr.� .)·�i :···:'':�:·.:. !.• • .r. � ,.____,_...-, .. 
Zebulun, in your depa$fe,.aTtct Issachar in :47-:f�� i��J .i� �l 
yow tents. 1� Peoples wm call {themselves] �n:ar. DVJ ·'\Kiir.�

� "" , to the mountain. There they wUl slaughter J ' • � • 

_.t . .. 

J2. M!1tc "'.V. n - DAN IS A LI!)N qtlB. ,,� Pi"" !a."'' � - Be. 'too, wu adjacent to the border. 
6""1N �'9� 'il�,,� - Thia II why [Moaee comparee him with lhml! 

� .. 

fzpiJ. ._: : or.zEBULliNBE wn. ·tQ,"'.Qtq ,,�, �• � \7-t4� -Theae f!.ve tribes whom· ·��:.ad� ���i9irn,4 Rcl Zebulan, Gad, Dan,N� andAiher, lr.1�� .,� -he 
re�ated their namer 1:11� � � to ltrenp]len �� 8lld to fortify them, � ""'�f?. 
1:1'\';,.-ll ;�' - for they were the weakett SJ;QODi all ofthe tribe&. TnJ11 ·�7 tt� � ·!Z:J trJ -
They are the I8D1e onu whom JoMph brought before Pharaoh. "1'0\$� 

.
-ult ._,., . '1'10� �· 

s.'a.i� �nil- "And part ofhis brothen he took. five meu.''3 � D'�1.rf •1/7 - For. Oiey " 
were vlaibly weak, � 1:1\IUC a� .te� - and [Pharaoh] 1roulcl-J�.ot ap�im them for bimlelf. ,,lV · 
; �J:l�· - u his milltarJ otflcert.1 � 

and dip his toot en oiL � · :'?r]'·' i�W� 
. 
?;�, m 

�Your locks aretronandcopper, andflke.the •';'lCl':'l ";"o'Y.l'��� ':b\J'Il;l nvtr:t�l 
days of your prime, so may your old age be. ·�t • ., ' � ·a � 

. ·s&. q��� n�- !0URLQCKSDEJR9N AND COPPER, � � -Now he 
�peikilowird. i.e., addresses. allofllraeL• ,Wt7.'1i' �� �"]�� - For their mJ.Pty . warrion of each tribe would live 1D. the border toWbl of that tribe•s WT.itory, l:t\IUC ll'l�- and 
would lock .[the country] ;,; ft�? �� 'h1., x� - ao thai the enemlea should not be able to · enter it, :t1�9X'l1��'- uJflhmecloeedup D,.,-.,.nr·�w�-withl�a#ban �1�� n�·- of iron and copper.' · . . ,, 
'liJtc ,�'!J-- Alternatively, "�'iifQ n� �,�, - "Your loeb are iron llld eopper'• means �tc D',v1 n1uJ� - your liUld II locked with mountaina n'fh� "11:tc� � -from whi� they mine 
iron �d copper. ""� .,, �181 -The land of Asher ��1\'? .Y1' 'f Fl'ta7�; "tl':l1 -wu the lock 
of the Land ·of llraeU · · · · · 

. . �\:\ Di�1l �?;!1\ -AND LIKE TBB DAYS OFYOUB.PRIMI. 80 MAYYOUR.OLD AGE BE (literally,. "and like your 

- 398'M�K _ '\J!�tl"1 �,K �":lWl' 't_!t,w: n":li ,; :?"n 391C'tll ,,�K ,.,v .tQ� 
."111":Jl1 ,"• rm� 1"l(���'tll �"»K-;l(,lll' f,lt:l "�V 'l:l 1iM" "K'?n :M":lyil ,l;)K. 

�g'�*:i: f',�1-��· : ,��V 1'3:1 1'il'V1·- nt ?» n·1':lPi1 ilDl' 1'R ,1K� K"1!l,� R1il W,,�il Ml1 
��Q;·:._-:· ·,:-.:·������ .... �iltll ill7W:1 On1K n";:nc T,Kil 1'K K?n - MniK ·1'Kt.l�t.l 1'il''ll !Wl7K 
�t;-, · li�t�I�Wl�.�����nn,K C"JlU�e� C"JnK f,Kil K'pn K,,, ,�,K :l,M"Ji1 �W�:l 

1DO:l 'nKJ7j ·=>"MK 
.
?:lK .i1,,1ln· 'lnK'"1D. ,,:1�:1 i1T. W,�j M:l?M l"K .,,,K 'n:l'DM 

,l'n,:l,� ,MK'D 11"1 'iil .i11i1 Vli,rli'J .,,:11 nK K�:l7jW (' i'-,!)::1) "Mi!l, .,,n!):l" l,7j,j:>M 
il'il "M,!l, ,,nD:l" ?l':lVl. ,�n,.,, .?"ln· Wi,?:lM ,:1,'? C��cnt K":lM :z,i�c�fin<.:,;y·:l· ' . ' . . . . · ·, . ·· 

. �,> "n�!npt.l ·M�"W" ?�::1 ,'tl:lTO� �K?J� u:1, m:nwn 1'�.v.� ,n,!)o,nn. �?»:JD .. ,nK 
. .trJ"'�� ,,'Cri, c�rn\�:1 1111�. �l����·(� 



The JewiSh People tsn'tJust another nation among nations; it is 
a unique spiritual phenomenon, create� to d o  G�d's work in this 
world. As such, its beginnings, history, destiny, and purpose are 
alf delineated in detail in the singular record of G�d's ·thoughts 

that we C:ail the 'F6rah. And if your answer to "Why the Jews?" 

isn't in there ·somewhere, it's just off, regardless of how plausible· 
it sounds or how faSt it makes Jewish hearts beat with pride. -

When Benjamin Netanyahu tells elite co�d os, as he did 
recently, "you are the Maccabees,n and Israel's military strength is ' \ 

ij the "best imswer" to· anti�Semitism bl!!cause "once ... ru;yone could 

massacre-.us [but],today we.h.aye strength to respo�. he has the 
·lesson of Cluuruka,b;and au of, Jewish history, ·precisely bae"Kw�d. 

The common theme of the two hQlidays that punctUate the -
long, dark, and cold winter, Cfi:anukab and Purim, is that of 
.Jewish survival through the long, dark, and cold exile we still 
today endure. Decrees of physical annihilation by a wor:Id empire, 
assimilationists· within our own ·ranks, attempts to coerce us 

spiritually in our own land � these two times o�the year have it 
all, offering a comprehensive response to the Jewish Question 
(but since it's Jews we're talking about; "they get two questions): 

n) 

How do we survive the seemingly unsurvivable? And, what"is t;he 
Jew's response to Jew-hatred? 

Throughout the '!anach and the words of Chazal about Purim 
and Chanukah (and much else), the voice of Torah is univocal:· 
Physical effects in This World have antecedent spiritual causes 
in the Other World, which are in turn triggered by the actions of 
people, primarily Jews, in This World. And since. the causes are 

spiritual, the primary resolution and response must likewise be 
s�iritual, and it is for us, not G·d, to make that response. 

In a thought�provoking piece in First Things two decades ago, 
writer David Kliilghoffer put it this way: 

When we want to understand the Jewish soul, religious and seculaf 
JeWs alike can agree that �here is no better way to do so than. to ) / r J read the Hebr.ew Bible .... Wnat, then, does the Bible tell us . about 
anti·Semitism?The answer is nothing, and everyt�ing. 

For, to put it simply, the Bible, has never heard of such a thing as 

anti�Semitism .... The difference between us and the ·Jews of the · �. 

Bible, and indeed theJ ews of every generation until a century or two 
ago, is this: They understood gentile hostility to be an expression 
of G·d's displeasure with us as a community. We understand It to 
be essentially meaningless. 

This i s  the consistent theme of both Purim and Chanukah. 
When .the Talmud asks why the �ews. were slated for 
destruction, the �ses identified are spiritual ones, including 
their parti.cipation in the bacchanal celebrating their downfall 
with which the Megillah opens. Haman, citirig their spiritual 
slumber, plots to annihilate them. Esther, citing t4eir sins, calls 
for fasting and repentance, which leads to salvation. 

In t�e case of Chanukah, spiritual rather than -physical 
oppression c�is for taking up anns in resistance. Spiritual apathy ! 1 ( 
leads to the falling of the Temple into alien hands, and the holiday 
marks tbe Temple's repatriation, n�_!!le regaining of sover�ignty 
t_hat �ccurred only years later JUld ViiS short-liv�. 

There may be many _purposes to the oppression· we enP.ure, 
whet}ler clEumsing retribution for: past ini.Sdeeps, or a goad to 
ri�ht o�r �p1ritu� _sh�p. or a way to move us:forcibly apart f�om 
an embrac� ofnon-J.�wish socj.ety,. or_ anything else. We may , 
not know precisely-what the purpose is, but·we }q\ow that the 
response must be spiritualin nature. 
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OiJ�49.7;1 'Tk� �,,��? �Q? "111 ,n1�0'fll '�79�1 1 n1119 
·a,•w1n1 ,,l�01�� 'v;� OiJ'i� QJJ,., "fl - ?1'fl TD� c"rO?' 

C.')iql n D,?1,�tJ C'�Lf�il •R�1�l'D ·�� '"'1�1 ,c7•$Jj1 tll:Q 
n':l?= "11�, o•)i.}lu._1� "11r; ,,,�ro1 t11:� �;\J,�� 'Y't�1n, 
- """""'?' 

·'�fij .Tf1Mil 'TI 0'� C�l]� � , '_j� �� 
,,29� a11hf · n•,l- c,,;�1 DQ';,:'� �� 7�1'f! '"'1•1:t' !l 
w,�lj)� .,,� 1'ti' ��,� tt.,, ;;'o� ,b�1�1 - \ri:o 
'P'71i.l1 ,,;?; iQ,. C1• R�' P'71ui 1!1 M�Q 1t?1 'TIJ' 11 \\ff 
�t\'¥1l'l1 C'l.I'J. \W�ir 'TI '0'�� n�1l!)l' nn��i:,- 1'11"1� \371� 
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