Bereishit Shiur 5: Hashem’s Decision to Destroy

I. The Questions
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5 And Hashem saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And Hashem reconsidered that having made man on
the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart. 7 And Hashem said: '| will blot out man whom | have created
from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and creeping thing, and fowl of the air; for | have

reconsidered My having made them.'

Il. Prescience, Predestination and Free Will
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The angel appointed over birth brings each potential soul before God and says:
‘Master of the universe, what shall be with this drop [of life]? Will he be strong or weak? Will he be wise

or foolish? Will he be rich or poor?’
Will he be good or evil, however, is not asked.

Ill. Approaches
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IV. Different Sins, Different Fates, The Critical Balance
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V. For Further Consideration
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