
(!) 
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am.Ong. yqur people, you s]lall not stand ... -
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over-thebloodo{yourfriend-1 am HASHEM. :illil'� '1�� ��j. 'CJ-7� _ 
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nYou shall' not' hate your brother in your �?v�'f:;l �'IJ!$wn� .tqtqlJ_K.'( t' 
heart; you shaf!. repTY:)Oe your (eHow and you -x·?1. ';\� .. ,��� n� )J'I��T-1 1J?.�i1 
shaU hot bear a sin because o[ him 18 You Tl 

shaH not· take revenge and you shalL not bear. ·b� .n · t<? :1<'?0. 1'�� K\fi' n. n• 
a grudge against the members of yow peo-

��ttt$1 ':}*l! "�t,::;.·n�. 'i-wn�x·'n 
ple; you shall' loue your feUow as yourself-

? Jam HASHEM.. " . :i11i1" ,�t$ ':lilt� ��?., u• 
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�t!{s� ;;ri_ �..:. ·rouSBALLNoTooABOtrr�ssJPING. .,�,lC '3� -I say, a'�1'? ,.,?tt� ?�·w a� ?v · (}f)- ths:t�ll.� .�who inStigate bad will l71tl t\""? ,'1·��· - and who rela� malieioua talk 
. , :u:,'V'l ,��� a,;?1n � go-to their fellnwi' houses V'l 1�<1�-n� r,�,?-:- to spy out what bad they may 

.ftv f2_oM 5JLlJtf{ ·:see · P1 'll'?tf! n� '�< - or what bad th� inay hear i'�� "''�'? -: to �ate the bad which th� saw 
or heard in the market, i.e., to spread it among the public, ;,�, �?,n D'.t.<1Y.� - they are ealled JCft ''those. w�o:go �out psslplng,t' which iS linguistically related to. l'T?1�1 ,�'?'n - 11those who go 

, about
.
si>Yhiie," "t••l17� b"li2,'.Dtz,,)(....: e&p�t in Old'French,1 

'i;i?'nltci� .- TJ:tere is proof to my words m?'�1 U'¥� .10� ,.. for we have not found the 
. word·n'''�i used for 41gossiping" n;,?� 'Pet'?� :nnn'tc�- which is not written along with tel'JD8 
.:of':'t;,?q, "going," for. example, our verse, ""';1 ";J'?tllC'7, - ''you shall not go aboUt gossiping," 
and, . 2u?li�' nwn� ''!;11 '�'fn, - 4'who go gosSip as strong 8B copper and iron.''2 l71;:J ,,"D? ,�lp� -

·Other terms . . for malicious talk mentioned in Scripture l'T•,?q �:a. �·n� l'tc.- do not have 
"going .. written with them, for example, 8"tl'TV1 ,Olil� '�IP?lil, - "one who slanders his fellow in 
·secrect,·.� :� :4h'J!�1.t'irl?, - "a .treacherous tongue";' 6"n,?'1� .n,,,� 1\�'z, - 14a tongue that· 
BpeW .. ��ghjfiy,'�G · 

. . . 
:'\J;11le '��·�;? - .Therefore I say. ?ai�' 1?,n {T\�t�?} 1\lflttW - that this expression, �';n �?,n, {is 
related ·to} •'goes and spies."• ""'?'�11 n'?tH t)"�O� - For the letter!) is interchangeable with the 
letter 1, n\•f.\,)(v ''"' -·because all tlie letters .,,� u,p�;� D::t'tc¥\)11'+' - that have their source 
fl'Qm

. the same place, i.e., they are formed by the sru;ne organs of speech,1 ''� �t n'lyr.u;n� - are . .. 
interchangeable with one another; for example, {i"l�\}. X"t' n"'� - :1 with. D {and �th' ,},1 
{q•·;�} q"'i'ltJ";'I'·""�'�1 :..... and1 �th::sandp (witli»},2 .,,,?, 1"'l}-.andlwithr,,a l"!Il {11'�'1'} 
'"'l¥�- {and,} and twith·:t.' 6"�1��� ?n�1, 1�1- So, too, ;l'l�lin, "and be alUrredyourslave,"5 
reflects the similarity of the roots 7!:!, and 1n,;-for that verse speaks of malicious talk, and means, ;�, 
l'1�1Qt - he spied treaeheroWily n�j •i� "\llx? - ·So as to say evil about m.,, • y;1 - Similarly, ·We 
fmd that 7�') is like in meaning to ''�1 in the phrase, 7"U1Et? ?� ,;� 1 .lC"::, - "he did not· slander with 
his tongue."' t�l - And similarly,· M")�M9 ;� .,ttte ;, 1�' '"''�tt ;�,., -: a peddler, who·goes around 
and spies out any m�diSe.8 o'�tv=? "f:!1llll �;J - And anyoneD who sella spices ns;t� �Tti2J;tr:t7 
D'T(ti::J - for women to adorn �emselves, .,,�� "\!I)�W. '01{1 ?¥ ":"' because he is always clrculating 
.n1"1!�i - in the towns, 7;,1., X1j:!� - he is called arocheil, ?�� 1'111- which ls related to' ''going 
on foot."10 • 

1'0U1tll - The Tartum qnkelcs renders "':n ";J'?UK'J, as "·1'¥i�P "'::1'0 M�, -which means literally, 
"do not eat of winking," ,�, - slinilar in meaning to, Ill • lC!1�l1� ,, 1'ri'¥1 ;z �;��),. - "they 'ate the · 
winking' o( the Jewst"n i.e., they slandered the Jews; and to, 12" lC��l!\ ,� X¥1�i' �; ?�� ... � •'he 'ate 
winking' against him, i.e., he slandered him, in� house of the king.''12 ,�,�� M�1�-It appears in 
my eyes c�'lf'" M!i;l� - that their practice was 7�t$'? - to eat nyn:, u�'ID Dl;J'1�:J ?;�'1?0 n•;� 
- some mouthful in the house of the o� who received their w�rds of g)>Ssip, · i'"l:r ,,;� lC\Ml - and 
it was a sigiJ. of final affirmation . 'O'�!i?� ''1�1l9 -:- that hi,s words were authentic, r,t: D1'mm 
nJt�tt - and he could vouch for their �th.13 l'iY\'?u r.t.Q,X1 - That mOuthful . nlC")K� - iS called 
1'¥i\i' n'z,;� - "eating of wiuk:tng,": 14",,�,P� y,�p, t'r.t? - an  es:pression related to "he winks 
with his eyes,"u '':;11 '�7'l'T 7; �11 li� - for sUch is the way ofall.who ��gossip, _a,,�,�� 1'1.,?.7 
- to wink with their eyes ,,�;'111 ,,!j\� ''1:11�1 - and to communicate by means of gesture the 
words of their gossip; · D'��'VJtt ,-tetV n'�! �.,� - so that the 9ther listenenrshould not ·under-
stand. , 

-··· 
Cl';t\7, '0'1 ;l',��.ttlC"::·- JOUSBAU.NOTSTANDOVERTBEBLooDOFYOURFRIIUm, \nt�•� n\lC'17 _:to 

� ��his death �c,,�v'? ?\:,� MJ!l�1 - when you are able to save him, .yu.� - for instan�e, you �us�· 
save '1::t�'- i;�"·- one who is drowning in a river, M!I'Jl - or if an anilnal U'1.'9? 1�< - or bandit. 1''iV a,�._ - are coming upon him.1 . . . . 
D •n ��� ,.... IAl\,1 �BSI\L ,!?\' u?�? 1n.�� - Faithful to pay reward, l'1t? l�.t!�1 - and faithful to 

. exact p�yment.�. 
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;:l''n �1zrtt' :"'��n' ,il��D-tt'' ,�;, 1,�0� .,�'1�11 lt 1. 
���1-'� l'i?�' 1'�V· '�;..'�-'\g1 ,(T� �t:l' M,i';') ';J'�)l' 

i11 , ,�,��7.1 n1::11 nillfQr lit!' D1il1 K�il 
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:"'�1�1 1il!? il!� �'1i11 0'1�i. Will)t; ill .,;,,,�,. :�11!'� ·� 
: tmtf· 'D.-,l-'1� .")i''r'V 'tl��� ,�l �' a')i'f13 ,�, �' 

,wr ,, �l� ,i,� l�f t'! .��c?iYO_J1, :1'1'Qt) i1! '10:..... "n�� 
n'J�� ,�Qfi!if.: am11 ·YiQ ·t1tl?· - tt'i'tl ,· i'tt ,R?. '?�� am11 
�'J�� .. :�1P.; ,i?V ,�i�tf ';� ... n7t� .,�iK., 'O.;.'f-l'tl$ ,�,�[\ 

:,�itt1 :lVii•t. nt-1'"Y1!} ti111? '�.�, '11$ .:a·;,��-'P "3711:!W 
,,,,, 'J:ti't1V 'lJ1l �;l ,,,�;:�l5 ''v ��J 'lJ�1 ,')1'� nvi iJ;l !l� 
'f)�,�,1 :� n,�! :�'n;n ,�� :'\r'' .'KH '' D'11l ,��, 
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,,, �· c''i1n) n1'"' .n,t'I't t1llf? n�p?n 

il�t! D?iY; D1l$Ji-11,1·l'f.1�' n�,��: t''� :1 c·'7.110 ,,lfl� l 
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_,� ::ac'�t0 ,,.!t, .. ,i371 •l?� ,;3� �'ltqi�1 -C'�i m:;,•�•' 
, �,11.� ,�� : ,���' ,1.,,.,, ,�t� ''�il Y'lv 11w!� "\flOPfn 
,,?f� ,,,, ,(i"'. ,C�)· 'l7 11,,. '7.1 'l�� 'U't)f�· ,,,�� U�tl(? . 
il!1 ,1,�j21i!il1 ,1,�1Nl3 - nf11i"' Y"lv titf1 i"'f'f ·:, ll��1tJ 

,,,, 7ti� Q 1 7;) ., n 1• 1' � P-rt u·1 ,",'1¥ ,�itC� 
... . . ··-·� ·--� ... ....,_-.� -·----= ..... � 

f' 0"\M 'tl. ??;, n'l;.,, m::�'m · y!)M 
�;} . . � C"MM ,,p� ::::;:::;:;, 

,.,., . 
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. , 'ft-t�i lfJ7Q� ilfl. ,,.D�t! '1�-?� :::!��� . N'? C� V1. ,e/2 1l'J5 ill '?� (it • 1''?� 
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Delegitimitation·.of the Zionist state as tbe -embodiment of an almost 
metaphysical evil is also to be foundTri Israeii universities.115 Stili more 
widespread is the demonization. of. particular sec�ors of Israeli society. 
Prominent Israeli writers and artists have not been immune-from the temp-
tation of branding Gush Emunim settlers �s "criminal� against humanity;' 
or as �fpogromists and murderers, that bui:st forth from some dark corner of 
Judaism," to quote Amos Oz. 116 To this one might add the diatribes of the 

avant-Sarde sculptor Yigal Tum.arkin, a recipient ot the Israel Prize, against 
the caftan Jews. Some years ago he told a local Tel Aviv newspaper, "When I 

see the Haredim, !.understand the·Nazis."117 
But no prominent Israeli" in recent years has been as extreme as Avraham 

Burg, former Labo; Party Knesset member, speaker of Israel's parliament 
(1999-20.03), and onetime chairman of the Jewish Agency for Israel In a 
widely publicized article that appeared in September 2003,·Burg prophesied 
the imminent demise of the Zionist enterprise. He announced that it "\'laS 

floundering in a morass of oppression, corruption, injustice, and callous- . 
ness. Israelis faced a stark choice between either "Jewish racism" (meaning 
co.iltinuation of the settle�ents) or democracy; complete withdrawal to the 
1967 borders or the end �fisrael. The suicide boJ?bers, so he claimed, ex-

isted only because of the hunger, discrimination, and humiliation that 
Palestinians had experienced at Israel's hands.118 In a subsequent interview 
in the winter of 2003 with Haaretz, Burg deplored th�type of Zionism that 
had transformed Judaism "into the worship of trees and stones," turning 
God into a "Moloch" and Israeli children into "human sacrifices." The ultra
nationalist Zionism of the settlers represented a "c�cerous process," a 
racist virus that was deVouring Israel and destroying the remnants of its 

moral cons�ience. According to Burg, Israeli society was beco�ng blind 

and obtuse t6 the ·"horrific reality" it had created. Israel had begun to re
semble its ·  worst enemies. The former Speaker of the Knesset emphasized 
his complete indifference to any anti-Semitic fallout from his criticisms. 

!I! ("If Israel-haters used me, that's fine as far as I am concerned:') Naturally, 
he blamed Islamic terrorism solely and �elusively on the"occupation."119 
What was most striking in .his diatribe ·was the extent to which Burg had 
embraced the Palestinian narrative, totally disregarding any Arab responsi
bility for the conflict. Ignoring Israeli suffering and the Jewish right to na
tional self-determination in Israel was.the unsurprising ·corollary of sue}) 
narcissistic, self-righteous dogmatism. 

In an interview with Haaretz in June :2.007, Burg continued to savage Is
rael as an insular, brutal, confrontational, and imperialist state, lacking even 
a glimmer of spiritual inspiration. He now declared that the very definition 
of Israel as a Jewish state was "explosive" and the "key to its end?' The Law 
of the Return would have to be abolished-it was "the mirror image of 
Hitler." The Jewish Agency, which he had once headed, should be disman
tled. Burg also declared that Israelis had become psychic cripples, gripped 

� by dread and fear because of Hitler's Holocaust120 The Israeli concern over 
Hamas was mere paranoia. From his newly minted anti-Zionist s�andpoint, 
Israel was a traumatized, militaristic� and racist society, already staJlding on 
the abyss of National Socialism. A xenopho�ic hatred of.Arabs had become 
mainstream. Burg even"speculated that an Israeli parliament would eventu
ally pass legislation forbidding sexual relations between Jews and Arabs . 
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