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v7¥3 ~ (and 7} andywith ¥4 553393 5370, 13] ~ So, too, %337 in, “and he alurred your slave,”*
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Delegitimization of the Zionist state as the embodiment of an almost
metaphysical evil is also to be found in Israéii universities.!!> Still more
widespread is the demonization of particular sectors of Israeli society.
Prominent Israeli writers and astists have not been immune from the temp-
tation of branding Gush Emunim settlers as “criminals against frumanity;”
or as “pogromists and murderers, that burst forth from some dark corner of
Judaism,” to quote Amos Oz.!'6 To this one might add the diatribes of the
avant-éarde sculptor Yigal Tumarkin, a recipient of the Israel Prize, against
the caftan Jews. Some years ago he told a local Tel Aviv newspaper, “When I
see the Haredim, 1 understend the Nazis."'!’

But no prominent Israeli in recent years has been as extreme as Avraham
Burg, former Labor Patty Knesset member, speaker of Israel’s parliament
(1999—2003}, and onetime chairman of the jewish Agency for Israel. In a
widely publicized article that appeared in September 2003, Burg prophesied
the imminent demise of the Zionist enterprise. He announced that it was
floundering in a morass of oppression, corruption, injustice, and callous-
ness. Israelis faced a stark choice between either “Jéwish racism” (meaning
continuation of the settlements) or democracy; complete withdrawal to the
1967 borders or the end o? Israel. The suicide bombers, so he claimed, ex-
isted only because of the hunger, discrimination, and humiliation that
Palestinians had experienced at Israel’s hands.!!® In a subsequent interview
in the winter of 2003 with Haaretz, Burg deplored the type of Zionism that
had transformed Judaism “into the worship of trees and stones,” turning
God into a “Moloch” and Israeli children into “human sacrifices.” The ultra-
nationalist Zionism of the settlers represented a “cancerous process,” 2
' racist virus that was devouring Israel and destraying the remnants of its
moral conscience. According to Burg, Israeli society was becoming blind

and obtuse t6 the “horrific reality” it had created. Isr}ael had begun to re-
semble its worst enemiés. The former Speaker of the Knesset emphasized
his complete indifference to any anti-Semitic fallout from his criticisms.
(“If Israel-haters used me, that’s fine as far as I am concerned.”) Naturally,
he blamed Islamic terrorism solely and exclusively on the “occupation.”!*?
What was most striking in his diatribe ‘was the extent to which Burg had
embraced the Palestinian narrative, totally disregarding any Arab responsi-
bility for the conflict. Ignoring Israeli suffering and the Jewish right to na-
tional self-determination in Israel was.the unsurprising -corollary of such
narcissistic, self-righteous dogmatism.
In an interview with Haaretz in June 2007, Burg continued to savage Is-
rael as an insular, brutal, confrontational, and imperialist state, lacking even
a glimmer of spiritual inspiration. He now declared that the very definition
of Israel as a Jewish state was “explosive™ and the “key to its end.” The Law
of the Return would have to be abolished—it was “the mirror image of
Hitler” The Jewish Agency, which he had once headed, should be disman-
tled. Burg also declared that Israelis had become psychic cripples, gripped
, by dread and fear because of Hitler’s Holocaust.}2% The Israeli concern over
Hamas was mere paranoia. From his newly minted anti-Zionist standpoint,
Israel was a traumatized, militaristic, and racist society, already standing on
the abyss of National Socialism. A enophobic hatred of Arabs had become
mainstream. Burg even';speculated that an Israeli parliament would eventu-
ally pass legislation forbidding sexual relations between Jews and Arabs.
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