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Many of the topics included in the Pardes curriculum
are farreaching and have broad ramifications. The-
intent of Pardes is to promote sensitivity and spiritual
growth through exposuré 1o a variety of Torah sources.
it is not within the purview of Pardes 1o arrive at
conclusions relevant to decisions of Halacha.
Please consult your Rabbi for personal decisions.
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How Would You Respond?

n Your sister comes to you with the long awaited good news. She

has just been approved for 2 scholarship to attend one of the
best law schools in the country. Your parents are excited and you be-
gin to discuss plans for a celebration. As you congratulate her, how-
ever, you realize that rather than being ecstatic, your sister seems
troubled. She explains, with tears in het eyes, that the scholarship has
just put the nail in the coffin of her lifedong dream. Secretly, she yearns
to be an artist.

n Your friend is deeply troubled. The friend has led an honorable

life wich a reputation for integrity, honesty and commitment. In
fact, your friend is regarded as a model who is looked up to by others.
He has reached a point of life where he is being invited to undertake
broader leadership roles. Deep inside, he is convinced that his capaci-
ties are consumed by merely maintaining the integrity and spiritual
growth of his own family, yet the needs of the community are just so
great!

a While your passion has always been Jewish education, you

realized early on that teaching would not provide a sufficient
income for your family. You therefore embarked on a lucrative career
in finance, rising through the ranks to become the chief financial of-
ficer of a large corporation. You find, however, that you are increas-
ingly frustrated. Attempts to satisfy your inner self by teaching youth
groups on weekends have been insufficient, and your level of discom-
fort is rising. While you recognize that the burdens of your children’s
tuition and a mortgage do not afford you the latitude to abandon the
world of commerce, you despair as you see your life passing by. Your
spouse is prepared to support whatever you choose.
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it is customary to recite the following prayer

before enteriné into a Torah discussion:
Shedchan Aruch O.H. 10

ay it be Your pbx wr cpaebn gy sy
will, Hashem = pax' x5 s phri

my G-d and Y% 1 S abpp 127
G-d of my fathers, that e 1957 9393 Seox
You illuminate my eyes Ly WK K21 AR 12
with the light of your 4y by x5t ame xpp
Torah and that You ~wx i Y kY1 Ko
save me from all stum- by 4 wrpx S K51
bling blocks and errots, T
whether it be in discus- 11 9 .61A HEEKS
sions of what is prohib- SR FT on man

1t<‘eid anfi what is permit RG9S TPAART 1
ted or in monetary mat-
y mas D

ters, whether it be in any
other Halachic decisions or just in theoretical study.
I pray that I do not make any mistakes, and if I do,
my study partners should not take delight in them.
[ pray that I should not proclaim the impure pure
or the pure impure, the permitted forbidden or the
forbidden permitted. I pray that I should not
derive joy from the errors of my study partner.
Open my eyes and allow me to see the wonders of
Your Torah because it is from G-d that all wisdom
comes forth, it is from His mouth that I will
acquire wisdom and understanding. Amen.
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Points for Study

And than Mordechei said to Esther; who knows?
Maybe it was for this very moment that you have

become the queen. Book of Esther 4,14
Source, pg. 18

n You can not teach a man anything, you can only
help him find it within himself. Galileo

a Just as there are no two faces that are exactly
similar, so too there are no two natures that are
exactly the same. Taimud Brachos 58
Source, pg. 19

a It is the basic obligation of every Jew to clarify
and decide what is his purpose in this world.

RAMCHAL, Mesilos Yeshorim, chap. 1

Source, pg. 20 Biography, pg. 9

G-d commanded Moses to exalt the status of

every member of the Jewish Nation — to explain

ta them their individual potential and how to achieve

greatness. Ramban Bamidbar 1; 3

Source, pg. 21 Biography, pg. 12

It is as if the Creator Himself met with every single Jew

and empowered him or her as an individual — as if He

told them “Besides for being part of the community,
you as a person are an entity onto yourself.”

Rav Yerucham Levovitz of Mir, Chaver HaMamarim 58

Source, pg. 21 Biography, pg. 10

SILF



On the other hand....

Every Jew has at least one aspect that raises him
or her above every other person. In this area, that
person is considered a ruler over all of Israel. There is
no such thing as a Jew that doesn’t have a crown that

only he can wear.
Reb Tzadok HaKohein; Pri Tzadik Shkalim, 4
Source, pg. 22 Biography, pg. 13

a They (Korach and his company} gathered together

against Moses and against Aaron and said to
them; “....why do you exalt yourselves over the congre-
gation of G-d?” (Bamidbar 24; 3) Korach's claim {from
his point of view) was true, there is no justification for
exalting oneself above others. Just as Moses was des-
tined and singled out to receive the Torah, so too is
every Jew singled out and destined for a particular task.
No one is more exalted than his brother. Just as even
one missing letter in a Torah invalidates the entire scroll,
and just as every limb in the human body has its irre-
placeable putpose, the contribution of every single Jew

is vital to the entire people of Israel.
Reb Tzadok HaKohein, Tzidkas Hatzadik 231
Source, pg- 23 Biography, pg. 13

Becoming a leader is synonymous with becoming
yourself. That simple, that difficult.  Warren Bennis

a Rabbi Jose the son of Rabbi Chanina, once told

of two miracles. The first was the miracle of the
manna. When G-d provided the Israelites with manna
in the desert, said Rabbi Jose, the manna assumed
whatever shape and taste each individual desired: to
infants it seemed like mother’s milk; to the young it
was succulent; and to the old it was reviving.
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On a grander scale, continued Rabbi Jose, was the
miracle of G-d’s word. When G-d revealed Him-
self to the children of Israel in the desert,
each individual standing at the base of
Mount Sinai heard G-d's word as a personal
and unique address. A public message to a people
was also a private message to each person. All who stood
expectantly at the foot of that arid mountain under-
stood the meaning of revelation in accordance with
their own striving, their own capacities and their own
heart. P'sikta D'Rav Kahana 12; 25

Source, pg. 24

m There were those that went off the path of the
Torah because they rebelled against a method of
learning which ran counter to their unique individual
nature. Rav A.Y. Kook, Orot HaTorah pg. 43
Source, pg. 25 Biography, pg. 14

m Do not attempt to do a thing unless you are sure of

yourself; but do not relinguish it simply because some-

one else is not swre of you. Stuart E. White

m Sometimes it is the very fault of the leader which

allows him and his people to connect. If the righ-

teous man would be perfect there would be no way for

the people to connect with him. It is for this reason

that the Talmud tells us that a leader must always have

a skeleton in his closet {lit. a sack of reptiles hanging

behind him) so that he can always have a way to con-
nect with his people.

Toldos Yaacov Yosef; K'doshim

Source, pg. 26 Biography, pg. 15
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yet...

yel..

m A father is obligated with respect to his son, to
circumcise him, to redeem him if he is a first
born, to teach him Torah, to take a wife for him and to
reach him a craft. Rabbi Yehudah says: anyone who
does not teach his son a craft ... it is as if the father has
taught him banditry. Tatmud Kidushin 29a

' . Soutce, pg. 27

It is not only the tribe of Levi {(whase members

are ahsolved of all worldly responsibility in order

to devote their lives to the service of G-d } but any Jew
from any walk of life who is inspired and drtiven ro
dedicate himself to stand before G-d and serve Him ...
and he therefore throws from his shoulders the yoke
of mundane pursuits, he is sanctified as the holy of
holiest ... G-d will provide for him just as is 2 Kohen
and a Levi... Maimonidies, Laws of Shmita 13; 13
Source, pg. 28 Biography, pg. 16

m Be my wife according to the law of Moses and
Israel. [ will cherish, honor, feed and financially
support you in accordance with the custom of Jewish

husbands ....

Excerpt from the Ketuba, the Jewish marriage contract
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Source Biography

Many of these biographies were contributed
by Rabbi Matis Greenblatt

Rabbi Moshe Chatm Luyratio (1707-1746)

hough Rabbi Moshe Chaim is best known for his
masterly ethical work, Mesillat Yeshorim, probably
the most popular musar work in Jewish literature, his
main focus in most of his numerous works was on the

Kabbala.

Born in Padua, Italy, into a distinguished family, his
genius was obvious from a very early age. Besides his
complete mastery of the entire Biblical, R;abbinic, and
Kabbalistic literature, he was thoroughly educated in
the science and literature of the time. He was the au-
thor of three fulllength plays which have been pub-
lished in modern editions. Unfortunately, his preoc-
cupation with Kabbala and the impact he made on the
young, arcused opposition and false suspicion of
sabbatean influence. Abour 60 years ago, a huge cache
of letters was found (published by Dr. Simon Ginzburg
in 1937) which describes at length in his own words,
the persecution that he endured. '

Eventually, he left Italy and settled in Amsterdam. In
1740, at the age of 33, he published the Mesillat
Yeshorim, which conrains nary a Kabbalistic word. It is
a moving, inspiring work describing how a thoughtful
Jew may climb the ladder of purification until he at-
tains the level of holiness. At least three English transla-
tions of this work have been made. In 1743, Reb Moshe



Chaim left for Eretz Yisroel with his family, arriving in
the same month thar the sainted R. Chaim ben Acar
died. Little is known of his life in the holy land and
just a few years later, he and his family perished in a
plague.

Though most of R. Moshe Chaim's opponents are long
forgotten, his profound spirituality continues to touch
and inspire Jews of all groups. Both the Gaon of Vilna
and the Maggid of Mezeritch were grear admirers. In
recent years, largely through the efforts of the late Rabbi
Chaim Friedlander, a new edition of his works has been
published, including several heretofore unpublished
manuscripts. And, in one of the standard texts of mod-
ern Hebrew literature, R. Moshe Chaim is hailed as
the father of modern Hebrew literature.

Rel Yevucham Levovity {(1875-1936)

From that day on I have striven to relive the sublime feelings,

the awe, the joy, the inner fervor for holiness which were awak-- -

ened by being in his presence.
Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe (Preface to Alei Shur)

“™H=he Mirrer Mashgiach”, as Rabbi Levovitz was
known, was one of the most influential musar
thinkers of his time. He first studied with R. Noson
Zvi Finkel of Slabodka, who sent him to Kelm where
he arrived in the last year of R. Simcha Zisel, the Alter
of Kelm's life. Rabbi Levovitz said that all of his thought
was a commentary on Reb Simcha Zisel. Reflecting
back many years later he recounted his feelings at the
funeral of his mentor: “I have only now begun to un-
derstand what man is, and what his obligations are,
just now are my eyes opened as I heard your words just
a few times and now you have feft me”.
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Rabbi Levovitz first became “Mashgiach” (spiritual men-
tor) in the Mirrer Yeshivah in 1908, but during the
dislocations caused by World War One he assumed
various positions in different Yeshivos until 1923 when
he rerurned to his position in Mir.

He was a man of powerful intellect who accomplished
in the sphere of Aggada what others of his generation
achieved in the sphere of Halacha. He unraveled many
puzzling Aggadic passages and made them shine with
fresh clarity and light.

In the last period of his life, secularly educated stu-
dents from Western Furope and America came to the

Yeshiva with many questions. Reb Yeruchem devoted-

much time to explaining the difference between the
knowledge of Torah and that of science and he had a
great impact. After many years one of those students
was asked why he became such a “fiery Chasid” of Reb
Yeruchem. He replied that he was one of the dead
whom Reb Yeruchem had revived and that was enough
reason.

His personality was regal, but selfeffacing. His devo-
tion to his students knew no bounds. He once ook
sick and was prevailed upon to visit Carlsbad. At the
time he wrote to a friend that he did not know whether
it was proper to forsake the Yeshiva for “a2 man involved
in the wibur (group) can never leave and 1 question
whether he may do so even when his life is at stake
(pikuach nefashos)”. Reb Yeruchem's essays are col-
lected in Daas, Chochmah, and Musar and his lectures
on Chumash in Daas Torah. A lengthy essay, on Reb
Yeruchem’s life and thought, Adam Biykar, was writ-
ten by Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe.



RAMBAN
Rabbi Moshe Ben Nachman (1194-1270)

B esides the Rambam, the Ramban was probably the
greatest and most influential of the Rishonim.
Born in Gerona, he remained there most of his life.
Like the Rambam, he was equally distinguished in both
Halacha and Jewish Philosophy. His contributions to
scholarship covered every area: his Talmudic commen-
taries combined the French school of analysis with the
Spanish emphasis on halacha and every word he wrote
was scrupulously examined in all of Spain; he wrote
major works defending Alfasi against the critique of
Baal HaMaor and Ravad and Bahag against Rambam’s
criticisms of his classification of mitzvos; he wrote mas-
terful works of halacha such as Toras HaAdam on the
laws of death and mourning including a philosophical
section, Shaar HaGmul; he committed to wriring
derashos he had given on fundamental topics such as
Rosh Hashana, Koheles and Torah; he wrote an ac
count of his public disputation in Barcelona with the
convert Pablo Christiani in 1263; he composed poetry,
but probably the most popular of his works is the Com-
mentary on Chumash which he modestly direcred to

“calm the minds of those weary of galus, studying on
Shabbos and Moadim”.

The Commentary is multi-dimensional including alt
methods of interpretation from simple interpretation
o esoteric Kabbala. The Ramban was not satisfied
with explaining the verse at hand; he is concerned with
the overall structure of the various chapters and their
interconnections. Many of his explanations have be-
come basic principles of Judaism. The Commentary
is available in English translations.
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The Ramban held that the mitzvah of settling Ererz
Yisroel applies even today and ultimately settled there
hirmself during the last years of his life. When he ar-
rived in Jerusalem there was hardly a minyan and he
wrote that “what had been the most sacred is now the
most desecrated”. He organized a minyan and erected
asynagogue. Over the centuries his view on the mitzvah
of settling the Land has been most influential. He
also held that even mitzvos which were obligatory out-
side of the Holy Land did not achieve the same level as
when performed within Eretz Yisroel. Looking back
at the chaotic state of the Land during the periods of
non-Jewish control, he interpreted Leviticus 26:32 as
promising that Israel’s enemies will be unable to settle
the Land. As part of the mitzva of settling the Land he
included the admonition “that we not forsake the Land
to others of the nations” (Numbers 33:53).

Recognizing the anguish people experience in every-
day life without apparent explanation, he composed a
major Commentary on the Book of Job.

Rav Tradok HaCohen (1823-1900)

av Tzadok, as he was known amongst Chassidim,
W was one of the most prolific authors in the history
of the Chassidic movement. Born into a non-Chassidic
rabbinic family, Rav Tzadok became famous as a child
prodigy authoring articles and books which later be-
came classics. Lacer in life, Rav Tzadok became
Chassidic and became a2 Chassid of the Izbitcher Rebbe.
Having excelled in both Chassidic and non-Chassidic
worlds, Rav Tzadok’s writings were a synthesis of ana-
lytical logic and mysticism. Eventually, Rav Tzadok be-
came the Rebbe of Lublin. His writings are treasured
by scholars everywhere.



Rav Abraham fsaac HaCohen Kook

(1863-1935)

he first chief rabbi of what was then Palestine, Rabbi
Kook was perhaps the most misunderstood figure
of his time,

Born in Latvia of staunch Hasidic and Mittnagdic stock,
he retained throughout his life a unique blend of the
mystical and the rational. He was a thorough master of
the entire Halachic, Midrashic, philosophic, ethical,
and Kabbalistic literature, which he brought to bear
upon the contemporary scene. He saw the return to
Eretz Yisroel as not merely a political phenomenon to
save Jews from persecution, but an event of extraordi-
nary historical and theological significance. Rabbi
Hutner once said that Rav Kook peered down on our
world from great heights and hence his perspective was
unique.

Above all, Rav Kook pulsated with a sense of the Di-
vine. And, he sought to reach those who had strayed.

He once quoted the rabbinic dicrum that one should.

embrace with the right hand and rebuff with the left
and commented that he was fully capable of rejecting,
but since there were enough rejecters, he was fulfilling
the role of embracer. On the other hand, he was never
tolerant of desecration of Torah, as will be clear to any
objective student of his life and works.

Though keenly aware of the huge numbers of non-ob-
servant Jews, he had a vision of the repentance of the
nation. His concept of repentance envisioned in addi-
tion to the repentance of the individual, a repentance
of the nation as a whole; a repentance which would be
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joyous and healing. He refused to reject Jews as long as
they identified themselves as Jews. In a noteworthy ex-
change with his great friend, admirer, and opponent,
Rabbi Yaakov David Willowski, Rav Kook explained
the wwo components of a Jew: his essential nature —
the pintele yid, and the path he had chosen in exercis-
ing free will. Even if the second element were weak, as
long as the first was not repudiated, there was still hope.

He called for and envisioned a spiritual renaissance
where “the ancient would be renewed and the new
would be sanctified.” His vision of repentance dis-
dained fear and apprehension and looked forward to
“the poet of Teshuva, who would be the poet of life,
the poet of renewal and the poet of the national soul
waiting to be redeemed.”

Perhaps he was that poet.

Rav Kook’s printed works to date are in excess of 30
volumes with many works still in manuscript. There
are a number of translations into English of a small
fraction of his works.

Rabbi Yaacov Yosef of Polonnoye (died 1782)

abbi Yaacov Yosef of Polonnoye is the primary first-
hand source for the Torah of the Ba’al Shem Tov.

His main work, Toldos Yaacov Yosef, is replete with.

direct quotes from the Bz’al Shem. It is the first major
work which expounds Chassidism. Reb Yaacov Yosef
was a great talmid chochom and was the rabbi of
Shargorod. When he embraced Chassidism, he was
expelled from his position on a Friday afternoon. It is
said that G-d sends the cure before the sickness. The



rationalisin of the enlightenment which undermined
religion was met through Chassidism by an unprec-
edented yearning for spirituality.

- Yaacov Yosef developed the concept of the tzadik as

the conduit for spirituality to the masses and the inter-
dependency of the two. Ironically, he did not person-
ally enjoy a great following and Rabbi Dov Baer of
Mezhirech, rather than he, became the successor to
the Ba'al Shem Tov. However, his written words retain
their power and influence.

RAMBAM

Rav Moshe Ben Maimon (1135-1204)

oses Maimonidies is known as the greatest

Jewish philosopher and codifier of Jewish law in
hisrory. Born in Cordova, Spain, he was forced to flee
from fanatical Moslems at the age of thirteen, where
he traveled with his family to North Africa, and ten
years later to Palestine. As a result of the devastation
left by the Crusaders, Palestine was virtually uninhab-
itable, forcing the family to move to Fostat {current
day Cairo). Throughout these journeys, the young
Maimonidies had concentrated on Torah studies un-
der the guidance of his father, and by the time he
reached Fostat had become a famous scholar. Sup-

- ported by his merchant brother, the Rambam wrote

extensively, gaining international acclaim in both Jew-
ish and secular fields of knowledge. After the tragic
death of his brother, the responsibility of supporting
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his family fell on the Rambam's shoulders, and through
his fame he was appointed chief physician of the Sul-
tan. Despite his many responsibilities the Rambam was
able to complete some of his major works, including
The Guide for the Perplexed, and his magnum opus
the Mishna Torah — the great codification of all Jewish
law. While he was considered an undisputed leader of
world Jewry at the time, there was bitter opposition to
much of his works because they incorporated much of
Aristotelian philosophy that went against the traditional
purist ideology of much of Ashkenazic Jewry, and oth-
ers believed his codifications would make much of the
role of the rabbi and the study of the Talmud obsolete.
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THE PARDES PROJECT

DEVELOPING GENIUS

Rabbi Yaacov Haber
National Director, Department of Jewish Education, Grthodox Union

ost thinking people reach a point where they feel there must
be another dimension in life. The chase for the soul, the
innate knowledge that there must be more to life — and
most of all the feeling that we each have a purpose — brings one to the
doorstep of the most important decision we will ever have to make.

in life.

Investigating our tachlis, our purpose in life, is no easy task. By 40
years of age anyone who has uncovered this individual purpose for his
or her existence is well ahead of the game. The Mesilos Yeshorim be-
gins with the charge, “It is the basic obligation of every Jew to clarify
and decide what is his purpose in this world.”! The story is told of one
of the great masters of mussar who decided to study the Mesilos
Yeshortim, but every time he picked up the book he couldn’t get past
this first sentence, the most important question we may ever ask our-
selves: Why did God put me on this world? What is my particular
task? In what way am [ totally indispensable? Let’s talk tachlis.

Rav Tzadok HaCohen, of blessed memory, in Tzidkas Hatzadik,?
teaches a very fundamental principle. He says that at some point in
every person’s life, God grants a vision, perhaps a form of prophecy.
In this vision one sees a picture of oneself, of what he or she could
look like, of oneself as the greatest individual one can become. In
kabbalistic language this is referred to as isarusa d’leyla, an awakening
from above. It is not a result of personal toil but rather a gift from the
heavens, a job description, a wake-up call from headquarters.
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After having this dream, says Rav Tzadok, most people withdraw into
the present and forget what they have seen. They throw away z gift
from God, who has just shown them what they could become in life,
their raison d’étre.

The Talmud states that when the people of Israel stood before the
split Red Sea, every single Jew received a prophecy. “A simple
handmaiden saw what one of the greatest prophets, Ezekial, didn’t
see.” More then three million Ezekials. What did they see? What did
God tell them? Where are their books of prophecy? What became of
all the handmaidens?

The answer is that their prophecies were not about the future or about
Messianic times. Their vision was of themselves. Each Jew was shown
an image of what he or she could become, of his or her unique contri-
butions to the world. When the freed slaves crossed the Sea, it wasn't

to get to the other side, it was to become “2 holy people and a nation -

of priest’s”.? It became their charge, as it is ours, to work tirelessly to
meet that goal.

Rav Tzadok warns that a person should not strive for aspirations that
are not one’s own. They will only serve as a diversion from the true

task of life.

One of the most moving stories of the Torah occurred immediately
before the death of Jacob. He gathered all his children around him
and told them to listen while he blessed them and told them what
would happen to them at the end of days.* The Hebrew word, yekara,
which is usually translated as “happen,” is peculiarly spelled here with
a final aleph instead of a final heh. This letter changes the meaning of
the word, to “call.” Jacob told his children, “Gather as one and I will
tell you what will be calling to you at the end of days.”
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Jacob was teaching his sons, and all of Israel, a fundamental principle.
There will come a time in your life when you wil! hear a calling. When
you hear it, it may seem unrealistic or naive, but don’t turn away. Grab
ir. It is yours to attain. If you turn around and go back to sleep, it will
disappeat. A life is a terrible thing to waste.

Consider the Purim miracle. The Jews in Persia wete in serious trouble.
A Hitler named Haman was on the loose. King Achashverosh is inac-
cessible. Miracle of miracles, our very own Queen Esther was perfectly
positioned in the royal court. Mordechei approached Esther and
charged her with the responsibility of saving her brethren. Esther hesi-
rated and Mordechei said, “Who knows? Maybe it is for this very rea-
son that you have become the queen.”™

Who knows? Who doesn't know? It’s obvious to all who read the story
why Esther was so positioned. When God split the sea for the Jewish
people, did any Jew say, “Maybe it’s for me to walk through? Who
Knows?”

Bur Esther didn't know, and the great Mordechei wasn't sure. More
frightening, however, is the rest of Mordechei’s statement: “And if you
don't seize the opportunity at this time, the Jews will be saved by some
other means, butyou and your family will be lost.” Esther had a chance
to stand up and be counted. She understood. Sheacted and she saved
her people.

According to the Talmud, Moses once became so close to God that he
asked, “Please let me see Your face.”” God said no. His refusal was not
strictly theological. God said to Moses, “1 revealed Myself to you once
at the burning bush. There you hid your face, you didn't want to see
me. Now I am hiding My face. When I wanted, you didn’t want: now
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you want, and [ don’t want.”® Once in the history of mankind was this
opportunity offered, but Moses said no. When Moses was ready, it
was too late. The Jewish people lost an historic opportunity. We too
must make our contribution or it will be forever lost.

This concept is similarly emphasized by the Psalmist. King David said,
“Like a ram moans at the bank of the fast water, so does my heart
moan for you, God.” The commentaries explain that when there is a
periodic cloudburst in the desert, the rains come down quick and
strong, but, due to the heat of the sand, the water does not soak in.
Instead, the water flows in a deluge to the low spots in the desert.
These spots are called fast waters, afikim. The desert ram knows where
to find these spots, and when it rains, the ram runs with all its might
to catch the water before it evaporates in the desert heat. If the ram
artives too late, the ram lets out a moan heard for miles around. Said
King David, “So does my heart moan for you, God.”

May we all be privileged to fulfill our task in this world, to be awake for
the call and to drink from the waters of Eden in this world and the
next.

Based on a lecture given by Rabbi Yaacov Haber to the Women’s group
of Kollel Beth HaTalmud Yehuda Fishman Institute, Melbourne,
Australia. -
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