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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN

CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
128 - YOM HA’ATZMAUT - MAKING A NEW YOM TOV

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SPRING 2019

Many issues, both halachic and hashkafic, arise in relation to Yom Ha’atzmaut.  In past years, we have looked at the question of saying
Hallel, in all its permutations and combinations1.  In this shiur we will examine whether new holidays can be established2 in the Jewish
calendar, and in the case of Yom Ha’atzmaut, whether it should be created!

A] SIMCHA DAYS AND HOLIDAYS

The Chumash sets out the 'Moadim’ which we celebrate in our calendar:

1.o �v v�K �t J �s«e h �t r �e �n o ,«t Ut �r �e �T r �J�t wv h �s�g«un o �v�k�t T �r �n t �u k �t r �G�h h�b �C k �t r�C �S (c) :r«nt�K v �J«n k �t wv r�C �s�h �u (t)
(jk) :«un«uh �C o«uh r �c �S oh �f x�bU j �c�z v j�b �nU vk«g wv�k v �' �t ch �r �e �v�k J �s«e h �t r �e �n o ,«t Ut �r �e �T r �J�t wv h �s�g«un v�K �t (zk) ////  :h s�g«un

 :wv�k Ub �T �T r �J�t o�fh �,«c �s�b kF s �c�K �nU o�fh �r �s�b kF s �c�K �nU o�fh �,«ub �T �n s �c�K �nU wv ,«, �C �J s �c�K �n
df trehu

These include: Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh, Chag HaPesach on 14 Nissan, Chag HaMatzot, Chag HaShavuot, Yom Teruah,

Yom HaKipurim, Chag HaSuccot, Shemini Atzeret.  Does the Torah give latitude to create any new
3
 holidays?

2. ofk rnt lf tk ?!,usgun ohaug o,t vnk k"t /tcheg wr ,t sjt ohcfuf scug kta(sh:t uvhgah) v t �b G o �fh �s�g«unU o �fh �J �s j
/h �J �p�bo,ut khcac wofhsgunuw wofhasjw tkt rnt tk /rnut h,hhv hapb vtba whsgunuw whasjw rnt ukht tcheg wr k"t 

 rntba 'ogcrh vaga ,usgun(ck:ch t"kn) d j o g �c rh G �g �H �uiva ?vnk /ohasjv tku 'okugk ihkyc ibht uktv ,usgunv kct /
 rntba /v"cevkwv hsgun (c:df trehu) 

xjbhp ,arp (rcuc) tnujb, arsn

Chazal distinguished between the festivals of God, which would never be abolished, and those extra festivals created by
man, which would not last and indeed which God rejects!

3.�j�C�z�k k �t ,h �c �C v Gg i�F �j�C �z �N �v k �g k �g�H�u v sUvh �C r �J�t d j�F J �s«j�k o«uh r Gg v ' �n�j �C h �bh �n �' �v J �s«j �C d j og �c rh G �g�H�u (ck)
o«uh r Gg v ' �n�j �C k �t ,h �c �C v Gg r �J�t �j�C �z �N �v k �g k �g�H�u (dk) :v Gg r �J�t ,«unC �v h�b�v«F , �t k �t ,h �c �C sh �n6g �v �u v Gg r �J�t oh�kd�gk

 «uC�K �n t sC r �J�t J �s«j �C h �bh �n �' �v J �s«j �C)sus ,sumnuckn tsc rat  uck ,ucajnn thmnv rat - ,sf tk rat( k �t r �G�h h�b �c�k d j G �g�H�u
 p :rh �y �e �v�k �j�C �z �N �v k �g k �g�H�u

ck:ch t"kn

Yeravam created a new Chag a month after Succot to distract from the actual festival. This new festival was illegitimate

since its creation was man made and without any legitimate religious basis
4
. 

4.h�b �p�k i«urF �z�k o�fk Uh v �u o�fh �n�k �J h �j �c �z k �g �u o�fh �,«k«g k �g ,«r �m«m�j �C o �T �g �e �,U o�fh �J �s j h �Jt r �cU o�fh �s�g«un �cU o�f �, �j �n �G o«uh �cU
 p :o�fh �v«k6t wv h �b�t o�fh �v«k6t

h:h rcsnc

The Torah commands Moshe to blow the Temple trumpets on the Moadim and on ‘simcha days’.  What are these?

1. See http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Saying-Hallel-on-Yom-HaAtzmaut7.pdf and
http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Saying-Hallel-on-Yom-HaAtzmaut.mp3

2. Much of the material in this shiur is based on a very detailed article by R. Eli Ozarowski which can be found at
https://www.yutorah.org/togo/haatzmaut/articles/Yom_Haatzmaut_To-Go_-_5770_Rabbi_Ozerowski.pdf

3. We will look below at the Rabbinic holidays of Purim and Chanukah.
4. This would then be irrelevant to Yom Ha’atzmaut, which has been introduced Leshem Shamayim.
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5. (zg) - of,jna ouhcu //// /,u,ca ukt- ofhsguncu :ohkdr aka ukt  - ofhasj hatrcuugnanf
zg texhp l,ukgvc ,arp rcsnc hrpx

Chazal understand that the ‘simcha days’ refers to Shabbat
5
!

6.ofhsguncu of,jna ouhcu (h) - hnh ,gcau ohrup hnhf vjna ouh o,gceu ofhkg tcv chutv o,jmb ut /chut .rtn o,caa
 /(vfubj t"x) vhezj

h:h rcsnc trzg ict

The Ibn Ezra understands that the pshat of ‘simcha days’ is new holidays (like Purim or Chanukah) which are create to
mark a victory over our oppressors

6
.  

B] MEGILAT TA’ANIT

7.;t :kthknd ic iugna icr rnt /,urmv ,t ihccjn uhva 'u,ghxu vhezj ic vhbbj :urnt ?,hbg, ,khdn c,f hn :ibcr ub,
 ihehpxn ubt iht - cu,fk ubtc ota 'vagb vn kct !,urmv ,t ihccjn ubt

:dh ,ca

The Gemara discusses Megilat Ta’anit
7
 and why it was written.

8. ,hbg, ,khdn -/// ,hbg,c ihruxtv ohnh ,gsk iurfzk vc,fb uzu 'oc,fk ruxts 'ihcu,f uhv tk t,hhrcu vban kf rtaa hpk
,urmv ,t ihccjn - //// cuy ouh i,uagk xbv hnh ihc,ufu /tuv lurc ausev ka ujcak urhfzvk ivhkg chcj xbvu 'ivn ihktdba
 - ihehpxn ubt iht /ouh kfc cuy ouh ,uagkn ihehpxn ubt iht :rjt iuak /,urhs, iva hpk

:dh ,ca h"ar

What comes out clearly from the sugya is that the Jew ‘love tzarot’, meaning that they love to be able to make holidays to

celebrate when they were saved and to praise and thank God.  Although this practice should in theory continue in the

post Churban world, the misfortunes (and salvations!) would be too many to mention. 

9. /////  /,hbg, ,khdn vkyc tk :hrnt huk ic gauvh hcru ibjuh hcr /,hbg, ,khdn vkyc :hrnt tbhbj hcru cr 'rn,ht[:yh ;s]

- ihruxt - ohhe asenv ,hc ihta inzc ihc ohhe asenv ,hca inzc ihc ',hbg, ,khdnc ihcu,fv uktv ohnhv :thb,s
'ihr,un - ohhe asenv ,hc iht /ovk thv vjnaa hbpn ihruxt 'ohhe asenv ,hca inzc :rnut hxuh hcr /rhtn hcr hrcs
itf 'ohrupu vfubjc - itf `thae tk ?!t,fkvt t,fkv thae /ukyc tk - t,fkvu /ukyc :t,fkvu /ovk tuv kcta hbpn

 /hnuh rtac -
:jh vbav atr

The Gemara records a debate between the Tannaim and the Amoraim as to whether Megilat Ta’anit is cancelled out by

the destruction of the Temple.  Clearly, even after the Churban there were opinions that we should continue to have

special celebratory days which are not specifically linked to the Mikdash.  The conclusion of the Gemara is that Megilat
Ta’anit WAS cancelled after the Churban, other than in respect of Chanukah and Purim, which continue.

C] INSTITUTING NEW ‘PURIMS’

C1] THE MAHARAM ALASHKAR

10.vktaovhrjt ohtcv kf kgu ogrz kgu ovhkg vkusd vnfxvcu ,unrjc ovhbhc ube, obhs ,hcu ov ,jt rhg habt 
 ,cy asjk ouh rag sjt ouh ,t ,uagk okug sgu v,gnohrup ouhfovk vagba kusd sjt xb oxrpk hsf uhrcs kfk 

thvv vbe,v euj uhkgn ruxh tk ,rjt rhgc iufak lkhu unuen ,t vbaha hn ukhpta ubhe,v o,be, kkfcu /ouh u,utc
//// /okug sg

vcua,ibcr ube,a ubhmnu ////// ivhkg rcugv xubeku ohrsdu ,unfxv ,uagku ,ube, ovhbhc ie,k rhgv hbc ov ihkufh htsu 
,jt rhg habt if od ihkufh ifu vzv ouenc xb hng vaga lurc rnut xb uc uk vagba ouen vturv shjhk whpt vfrc
k"z i"cnrv c,f ifu ///// //o,be,c ogrz ,t urfz tku o,x ube,a ukhptu ,urusv kf ;ux sg ovhrjt ohtcv kf kg ie,k

//// /,unumcu vkdnc ifu vru,v ,kcec ijfatsf ogrz kgu ovhkg vkja ohcrv ,kce kfc ihsv ifa orjv hypanc

5. We do not normally associate Shabbat with a din of simcha, although this could be a lesser-known source for such an idea.
6. This is also underscored by the Chatam Sofer’s argument below, that there is a biblical mitzva to create a holiday to celebrate a great victory granted to us by God.
7. A scroll from the end of the Second Temple period listing 35 feast days (including Purim and Chanukah) on which fasting was prohibited.  For a list see

http://www.attalus.org/translate/taanit.html.  For an academic analysis see http://www.verednoam.com/articles/Noam%20MegillatTaanit.pdf
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com
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hbc ,jpann tbt eusm hcrc rzgkt hcr rnt wufu ihcrgn kfc hvkac vk h,hhnu ,hbg, ,kdnc tbud htv hnb ijfatu
cuy ouha hbpn uvubnkav tku uc ubhbg,vu ,cav rjt sg vjsbu ,cac ,uhvk ctc wy kj ,jt ogpu hbt ihnhbc ic vtbx
u,ut udvbu ',uhbg,s tr,c erpc t,htsf trzg hnhc ctc vragc ohmg icre krud ovk kpb uh,ucta aurhp /vhv ubka
ouh u,ut uagu ouh u,utc icre ihchren uhv uh,ucta iuhf tkt vhv ,hcv icrj rjt eusm hcrc rzgkt hcru /cuy ouh ouhv

//// /okugk cuy ouh uc ihdvub u,jpan kf cuy
yn inhx reakt o"rvn ,"ua

The Maharam Alashker (15C Spain/16C Egypt) was asked if a particular town could decree a new Yom Tov for its

residents and their descendents
8
.  He responds that they can, and brings a number of precedents where special days were

instituted and later preserved, including (i) Purim and its accompanying feasts and fasts; (ii) Megilat Ta’anit; (iii) the

family of R. Elazar b. Tzadok which (as stated in Eruvin 41a) observed 10 Av as a family holiday since that was the day
that their ancestors brought wood to the Temple.  Hundreds of years later, after the Churban, they kept that holiday, even

when the fast of Tisha B’Av fell on 10 Av!

C2] THE PRI CHADASH

11.k"z rteakt o"rvn ,cua,c odu ////  /,urusk cuy ouh ohnh o,utc ugce ohxb ovk ugrhta hsh kga vz ubhrusc ohshjh ,me ah
ovk vagba kusd sjt xb oxrpk hsf uhrcs kfk ohrup ouhf ,cy asjk t"h ouh ,t ,uagk ube,a ,jt rhgn h,hhn y"n inhx
/hujs ctc vga, ukhpt ,ujsk hsf ovc ihtu uvbhb ,uars uvkuf ,usugx hbvu y"h hbvs vtrb iuhgv rjt obnt ///  /ouh u,utc
ukce ot ;t vz dvbn duvbk ohchhj obht ohbcv ;tu vr,v tkc uc ruzjk kufh ohba vnf vc dvb ot ;ta rnut hbt uzn vkusdu

 ouan ovhkg,ugyc dvbn vhk vuvsohrupu vfubjk h,kuz ,hbg, ,khdn vkycs vbav atrs tne erpc ik tnhhe tvs //// /
tuva hbpn ihr,un ohhe asenv ,hc iht /ovk thv vjnaa hbpn ohruxt ohhe asenv ,hca inzcs hxuh wrf t,fkv tehxptu
uuv ihphxun htu 't,hhbrjt hpuxtk ik ,hks kuyc htnes iuhfs ,hbg, ,khdn vkycs ik tnhhes ishsks itfn jfun //// ovk kct
iuhfs tuv ifs kf vcrsts /ohcrk shjh ihc ekjk ihtu //// y"n inhx rteakt o"rvn c,fa vnn heuptk vz kfu /,uars cuy ouh

/shjh ifa kf 'asjn cuy ouh hbue,k umn tk uvhh,khn ohkts ohcr ukhpts
sh ;hgx um, inhx ohhj jrut asj hrp

However, the Pri Chadash (18C Eretz Yisrael) rejects this totally and rules that, once Megilat Ta’anit was cancelled, not

only were the old feast days cancelled (other than Chanukah and Purim) but new celebratory days are definitely

prohibited, even for the public and even more so for individuals.  

C3] THE CHAYEI ADAM

12.hk vtrbu ////ohrupk ouh u,ut ,uagk ovhrjt ohtcv kgu ovhkg vnfxvc ie,k ihkufh 'rhg hbc ifa kfu 'xb uk grhta hn
,hbg, ,khdnn ov vumn khcac ohauga ohcuy ohnh i,ut ifu  ////  vumn ,sugx thv 'xbv khcac ihauga vsugx v,uts

 vkyc vz ihbgks ljrf kg tkt ////ktrah kf kg cuy ouhv ,uagk tka////  /tuv uka cuy ouh 'vumnv inzc shjh kf kct /
 //// vkyc ktrah kfk cuy ouh teuss

vrgcv ,njn uc rs hbta rmjc vdhrv v,hva 'uhkxf z"y ouhk rut s"xe, ,bac ubk vagba xbv kg ohaug ubt ifu
hmj wc kpb 'h,hc hbc kf oa uhva rsjnu /hka sjt ,hc odu rmjc oh,c vnf ukpbu (vphra ect) rguukup in cvkk vtmha
hk vhva ;t /ohhjc ubkuf ubrtabu ubkhmvu 'rpfk icref osv ubk caj uhsxju uhnjrc lrc,h wvu  ////  /,jt vrueu ,unuj
u /,uapb t"k hrmjc ohcrv ubh,ubugc udrvb ub,kuzu /ohnsk ohns uhsxjc lrc,h wv ;hkjv 'ohnust ,utn vnf kusd ezhv

 ch,fsf 'wv ,utkpb rpx ignku ////(s:the ohkhv,) uh,utkpbk vag rfzu,uagk /// uhkxf z"y ouh rsb hkc hgrz kgu hkg h,kce '
cuy ouhc unf ,urb uehkshu chrgn rjt ;fh, sjh upxt,h 'uhrjta vkhkcu /vbg,h kfuha hnu 'ohbp kf kg wvk uhmj ygnf
'd"f 'z"he 'u"he 't"he :ov uktu /iu,nc ohkv, hrunzn vz hrjtu /vrnzc sucfv rhau 'iu,ncu vnhgbc ukuf sujhv rha rnuku
'rapta hnk vru, hsnukk vsugx ,uagk vz hrjtu /b"e 'j"ne 'd"ne 'y"ke 'j"ke 's"ke 'k"e 't"fe 'd"e 'we 'u"x 's"k

//// ung rca tprh wv /ush ,dav hpf wv ,frcf vesm i,hku
tn ;hgx vbe kkf (ohsgunu ,ca ,ufkv) d-c ekj ost hhj

The Chayei Adam (18/19C E. Europe) instituted ‘Pulver Purim’ for his descendants, after a gunpowder explosion in
Vilna destroyed his courtyard and killed 31 people.  B’H all of his family were saved.  Thenceforth he institute an annual

commemoration comprising a day of fasting, followed by a seudat hoda’ah, saying tehillim and giving tzedaka.

One of his justifications for making a new Yom Tov is that it is personal to his family. According to the Chayei Adam,

creating a new Yom Tov for all of Klal Yisrael is not permitted.

 

8. Note that the main focus of the teshuva is not whether a new Yom Tov could be declared, but whether such a decree would be binding on future generations.  
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com
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C4] THE CHATAM SOFER

13.,uagk vn lt !ov t,hhruts vfubj hnhu ohrup ouh z"pk s"gpku t,hhruts u"e tuv xb ,hhag ouhc sgun ouh ,ghces ///
ohrupu vfubj hnhk rfz oua vaug ubhtu rcugvu /ibcrs uvz - rjt rfz ,uagk ut ,urb ehksvk ut ,ubn jukak ot - ovc
tku ,urb ehksv tk ukhptu 'vfubj hnhn wt ouhc p"fg vhvha vn vhvh rfz oua vaugv lt 't,hhruts vag ,umn kg rcug
jxpc vuhma unf vrha rnuk wuts u"e vuv vkhdnu kkv ,thre raptu /ibcrs ihhrcg tkt ubht 'vnusfu ohrupc ,ubn jka

/// teus vpc vrha rnuk chhj ohhjk ,unn b"v vpc ohrmn ,thmh rpxk
 dkr inhx (vgs vruh) c ekj rpux o,j ,"ua

Chatam Sofer (19C Pressburg) rules that, in principle, fixing a day of celebration on the anniversary of a national

miracle where the lives of the Jewish people were saved is a mitzva min haTorah, which we learn from the mitzva of
saying the Haggada!  

14.ibjuh ohrhfzn uhva tryas t,rfst iudf e"nvcc rfz ovk vhva ,hbg, ,khdn y"h o,ut kf /// k"hhe /// tbexnk kct
ohmg icre y"h hnb v"vu /kctk lpvb tuv hbv kf - ohxhb oxrpns utk ht vfubju ',ugucau 'tshn,u 'iuhkg ktk kusd ivf
/vkyc tk k"xs tkt 'uka y"h od kyck hutr whv k"bv ogyn ,hbg, ,khdn vkyc eusm rc t"rk k"x vuv ht ctbx hbcs

//// /kkf e"nvcc ,ufhha uk ihts ouan ohrupu v,umn oxrphns ouan vfubjn .uj vkyc k"hhe ibtu
vnus ubht g"pc wt vbhsnu wt rhg kct /ktrah kfc uyapa lbvs thnus tkt ;hxuvk tka urnt tks b"vtkc k"b uvhn
hrvs tk ,urm hrtan ,uspc kct /r,xtu hfsrns thnus ohhjk v,hnn teus ubhhvs vtrb uvhn /eupep hkc r,unu lbvk

 k"zjt(/sh vkhdn)ubta inz kf f"tu ?!a"f tk ohhjk v,hnn vrha ohrnut ,urhjk ,uscgn - u"e aurs ?htn r,xtu hfsrnc 
rtucn vbvu  /cuy ouh gucek ;hxuk tks ucv ann ohhjk v,hnn vkmvv ihta kf ,urhjk ,uscgn iuhsp tfhku ,ukdc

 .nut ;xuh rpxc(y"a,, whx)iuatrv rst wf ouhc ihhns p"p e"ec vagba xbvn 9h,htr ifu 'o,urusk vjna ouh uc ugceu 
////  ouen eujrc ubta odv uhrjt ohdvub ubt ifu 'thvv e"e hskhn k"mz rhkst i,b v"un iutdv u"nn

tme inhx (ohhj jrut) t ekj rpux o,j ,"ua

The Chatam Sofer brings the two opposing views of the Maharam Alashkar and the Pri Chadash.  He rules like the

former and permits new Yamim Tovim.  Even though Megilat Ta’anit was cancelled after the Churban, that only relates

to feasts connected with the Beit Mikdash.  Other celebrations unconnected to the Temple many continue, on certain
conditions:

• they may only be for a specific community and not for the whole of klal Yisrael.

• they must involve a salvation from death to life since there is no true redemption from avdut to cherut.

15./k"z h"cars tkukvc rnugc d"k ouhc ,pm e"vgc wv ,t uaursh utuch ejrnnu hrs rhaft uhafga h,gna hf h,gsh obnt
cauh ,uhvk lrymt tka ht,urs icf ohaurpv in hbt h,hhv //// kct /// !epx hkc cr orfa ohna oak o,buuf kf hf otu
xrybuec u"m, whx j"t j"rpc rfrf whrufrf vnf rcf hf vzc ovng rcj,vk vmrt tkau /ovhbpc odvbn vbanu oa
khyc t,hhne v"rs e"p whrnts tvn xb ovk vagba ouhc y"h ohauga ,unuenv kg s"h ,ut uka ruxht hdvbn
kct ?!a"f tk ohhjk v,hnn vrha ibhrnt ,urhjk sucgan u"e htvn tuv whrnts s"gpka //// ?!whn,c whphxun t,hhbhrjt
tuv tdvbn ,hbg,u spxv ,ghbn er vzhnru znru 'ouen ouac ohexupu x"ac rfzuv tku xb uc vagb tka sgun gucek

 /tbgsh tk tpud whngyu
dkr inhx (vgs vruh) c ekj rpux o,j ,"ua

Creating new holidays for other reasons is a problem and the Chatam Sofer even casts doubt on the validity of the ‘new’

holiday of the Hilula of Rav Shimon Bar Yochai on Lag BaOmer
10

!

9. This Frankfurt ‘Purim Vinz’ on 20 Adar commemorated the salvation from the Feltmilch Uprising in 1614  against Jews in Frankfurt.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurter_Judengasse describes the following: Tensions between the patricians and the guilds led to the 1614 Fettmilch Rising, named after its
ringleader, Vincenz Fettmilch. During the riot, the Judengasse was attacked and looted, and the Jews were expelled from the city. The tension was caused by the demand of the
guilds for greater participation in urban and fiscal policies. The guilds wanted a reduction in grain prices, as well as some anti-Jewish regulations, such as a limitation in the number
of Jews and a 50% reduction in the interest rate that Jewish moneylenders could charge. Beside the guilds, merchants and independent craftsmen supported Fettmilch in the hope
of annulling their debts by restricting the number of moneylenders. In late 1613, the Town Council reached an agreement with Fettmilch and his supporters. This granted the guilds
increased power and rights. However, the population of Frankfurt then learned that the city had extensive debts and that the Town Council had misappropriated the Jewish Tax
collected, Fettmilch declared the Council deposed and seized the city gates. Now the Emperor, who had been neutral, entered the conflict. He demanded a reinstatement of the
Town Council and threatened anyone who opposed him with an Imperial Interdiction which would strip the offender of all rights. Once the rebellious craftsmen learned of the
Imperial Interdiction, they took to the streets in protest. The mob directed its anger against the weakest member of the dispute, the Jews. They stormed the gates of the Judengasse
which were defended by local Jews. After several hours of fighting at the barricades, the mob entered the ghetto. All inhabitants of the Judengasse, about 1,380 individuals, were
driven into the Jewish Cemetery whilst their houses were plundered and partly destroyed. On the following day, the Jews were forced to leave the city. They found refuge in the
surrounding communities, particularly Hanau, Höchst and Offenbach. On 28 September 1614, the Emperor issued a sentence against Fettmilch and his followers. On November 27,
Fettmilch was arrested. He and 38 others were accused of disobedience and rebellion against the Emperor, but charged for their persecution of Jews. On February 28, 1616,
Fettmilch and six others were executed on Frankfurt's Rossmarkt square. On the same day, 20 Adar by the Hebrew calendar, the Jews who had fled were led back into Frankfurt by
Imperial soldiers. Above the gates to the Judengasse, a stone Imperial Eagle was added with an inscription reading “Protected by the Roman Imperial Majesty and the Holy Empire”.
The first act of the returning Jews was returning the desecrated synagogue and devastated cemetery to religious use. The anniversary of the return was celebrated as Purim Vinz,
after Fettmilch's first name. The Purim-Kaddisch includes a merry march which remembers the joyful return.

10. There are many ways in which the contemporary celebration of Lag B’Omer is problematic, including (i) the establishment of the Yom Tov itself with all its ritual, based on almost no
sources, including in kaballa; (ii) the chilul Shabbat that takes place when it falls on a Sunday; (iii) the ba’al tashchit of useful materials thrown onto the fires; (iv) the theft of wood
and other fuels for bonfires;  (v) the bitul Torah involved; (vi) the social scene (see Yechave Da’at 5:35). See
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C4] NEW YAMIM TOVIM - THE HALACHA

(y"n reakt n"rv) xb uc vagba ouhc ohrup ,uagk ovhrjt ohtcv kgu ovhkg orjcu vnfxvc ie,k rhg hbc ohkufh
v:upr, inhx ovrct idn

The Magen Avraham
11

 rules like the Maharam Alshakar that individuals or communities can declare a private ‘Purim’ to

celebrate auspicious dates on which they were redeemed. 

There are a number of famous examples of communities and individuals12 who did this, such as: (i) Purim Vinz (above) in Frankfurt on
20 Adar 1; (ii) Yom Tov in Tripoli on 23 Tevet; (iii) Pulver Purim celebrated by the family of the Chayei Adam (above).

D] YOM HA’ATZMAUT

Many of those involved13 in establishing the new celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut relied on the halachic precedent14 cited above.  In
particular: (i) the argument of the Chatam Sofer that there is a biblical mitzva (as with Purim and Chanukah) to celebrate a great victory
granted to us by God, even though the specific nature of the celebration is not biblically dictated; (ii) the opinion of the Maharam
Alashkar that communities are permitted to establish new days of celebration when they experienced salvation.
However, there are questions to be answered:

D1] WHAT LEVEL OF SALVATION IS REQUIRED FOR A NEW YOM TOV?

• The Chatam Sofer required any new Yom Tov to be for a salvation from death to life.  Is this what happened on 5 Iyar 5708?  On the
one hand, the Declaration of Independence was not the end of hostilities and many Jews were killed in the War of Independence and
the many wars and attacks that continue to this day.  However, many would argue that the establishment of the state is a salvation on a
number of fronts:

-   It is literally a life-saver (actual or potential) for countless thousands of Jews around the world who have a place of refuge
and who are endangered in their exile.  
-  It is a life-saver for the Jews of the Yishuv who, prior to the State, were under the control of and subject to the scant
protection of the Ottomans and then the British.
-   Rav Goren and others argue that the establishment of the State was in itself a redemption from avdut to cherut.15

17.snj hrujc ,uccru 'ukuf okugc vru,v zfrn thv ouhf ktrah ,bhsn hf /ovn okg,vk ubk ihta ohkusd ,urut obah
vru, lk ihta 'vka thbxft kg ,rzjn vru,vu ',uausev ,uchahc vkhku onuh vru,c ohexug ohrehv ubhbc hcuyn
iunv kmt ;tu /// vausev ubh,ru, p"g ovh,ubcu ovhbc ,t ohfbjn ktrah hbunt hnukan ,uccru /// !ktrah .rt ,ru,f

 :xung ka tkpbv ubuzjf 'ktrah hkusd hpn ,gsu vru, gunak vvnfu veeua ,cae izt ohtmun ubt ogvohtc ohnh vbv
wv hrcs ,t gunak ot hf ohnk tnm tku ojkk cgr tk .rtc cgr h,jkavu wv otbvhv itfu tmnb itfu khtuv p"fgu ///

 vfrcc kkv rnuk cuhj iht v"an 'vcuy vkj,v er
tn inhx ohhj jrut - u ekj rnut ghch ,"ua

Rav Ovadia Yosef (in a 1970s teshuva) emphasizes the enormous impact of the State on talmud Torah.  Although he was
not prepared to say Hallel with a beracha, he insists that we see what a great start has been made!

• The Pri Chadash would prohibit the establishment of a new Yom Tov.  This is a concern for some poskim, even if they are sympathetic
or even positive concerning Religious Zionism16.
• The Chazon Ish was opposed to establishment of all new calendar days17.

D2] IS IT A CELEBRATION FOR ALL KLAL YISRAEL?

• Much of the weight of the establishment of Yom Ha’atzmaut is based on the opinion of the Chatam Sofer, above.
• However, according to the Chatam Sofer and Chayei Adam, any new Yom Tov could only established for a specific family, community
or group within Klal Yisrael.  What would be the parameters of this?  Is Yom Ha’atzmaut a day for the Jews of the State of Israel or for all
Jews around the world?

https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/835649/rabbi-aryeh-lebowitz/ten-minute-halacha-the-basis-for-celebrating-lag-b-omer-and-by-comparison-yom-ha-atzmaut-/
11. Also ruled in the Mishna Berura 686:8.
12. See also https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/special-purims/. R. Ovadia Hadaya (1890-1969), in his Yaskil Avdi (Orach Chaim 44:12), cites examples of other

communities that observed their own local 'Purims’.  Yehuda Dovid Eisenstein (Otzar Yisrael, erekh Purim) also records over twenty “Purims” observed by different communities (see
http://www.biu.ac.il/JH/Parasha/tetzaveh/gel.html#_ftnref2) and  https://www.etzion.org.il/en/yom-ha-atzmaut-and-yom-yerushalayim

13. In particular, R. Ovadia Hodaya, R. Yehoshua Ehrenberg, R. Meshulam Roth.  
14. The first main teshuva on this issue was written by R. Meshulam Roth in Shu’t Kol Mevaser
15. Even though the Chatam Sofer held that can be no true cherut today, Rav Goren argued that the Chatam Sofer would have agreed that a Jewish State represents cherut. 
16. R. Ozarowski quotes Rav Chaim Regensberg, Rosh Yeshiva of Hebrew Theological College in Skokie in this regard.
17. See Igrot Chazon Ish 91 re Yom HaShoah, which he opposed as a new commemoration of the Shoah.
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• Given that the supporters of Yom Ha’atzmaut see it is a salvation for ALL Klal Yisrael, some poskim18 see this as a problem in its
establishment as a new Yom Tov. 
• Interestingly, this runs counter to the halachic parameters for saying Hallel.  There, the more the miracle affects all of Klal Yisrael, the
greater grounds there are for saying full Hallel with a beracha.
• Note that the Maharam Alashkar does not mention this qualification and the poskim who supported the creating of Yom Ha’atzmaut
(especially those who were Sefardi) may have be relying on this position.  The poskim who rule like the Maharam Alashkar - eg the
Magen Avraham, Mishna Berura and other - also do not mention this qualification.

D3] ATCHALTA DEGEULA

18.vhba vkutdv vhvha vhv hutru /vkutds t,kj,t tuva ucaju ekng ,hhjn utra o,gs hpka 'cuy ouh fwd uag lfku
 xwac urnta unf tyjv orda er 'vbuatr vkutdf(/s ,ufrc)unf cuy ouh ,uagk ah vkutds t,kj,t tuva o,gs hpku /

/vbuatr vkutdc
yh:y r,xt ohr,x ,khdn

The Megilat Setarim (R. Yaakov MiLisa - 18/19C Poland) asks how Mordechai could have instituted a new Yom Tov of
Purim.  He answers that people thought at the time, based on the destruction of Amalek, that this must be the beginning

of the Geula, and it was legitimate to make a new Yom Tov on this basis.  Sadly, it was not to be since their later sins
19

resulted in the redemption not flowering in the way that they anticipated.

• Rav Tzvi Yehuda Kook and many other have identified the establishment of the State of Israel as Atchalta Degeula20, thus justifying
the establishment of a new Yom Tov.21 
• R. Herschel Schachter and other have argued that the immense miracle of Atchalta Degeula could override the halachic concerns
outlined above (questions of ‘mita lechaim’ and whether the new holiday is for all of klal Yisrael or just one community). 

19. vbhsnv ,nevc ohtur ktrah hkusdn ohnumgu ohcr obnt iv hf rnuk ah vz kf scknu (v)vkutds t,kj,ta"n ihgfu '
 hnkaurhc(,ufrc ahr)t,pkj ic a"rk j"r k"t /vrut geuc vhva rjav ,khht utru ihfkvn uuv t,pkj ic a"ru thhj wr 

 vkhdncu //// tgnhe tgnhe vkj,c ktrah ka i,kutd thv lf hcrc(:zh)raf n"rdvu /thv vkutds t,kj,t hnb vnjkn 
 vkusdv vpue,v urpxc t"yhka(jga - sga ohsung)'rusv hkusd kf ygnf uhkg ohnu,ja 'vru, ,gs oac zurf thcv 

/vkutds t,kj,t oac ktrah ,bhsn ,nev ,t ohtrueu

vbhjcn ivu ',htcmu ,hbhsn vbhjcn iv 'vkjbv ktu vjubnv kt ghdvk hsf ubhbpk lrsv cr ihhsgu khtuv ouen kfn
,ukpnvu ,uxuc,v ,urnk 'crg ,utcm hdhvbn hrv itf ;tu /////  /vfrcc kkvv rundk chhjk iht lfhpk ',hbjuru ,hrxun
,urutb ,ubhsn vnfu //// ovh,u,aecu ovh,ucrjc ohpbpbnu /ubsdb vnjknk ,tmk crgvu ofav ohnhhtn osug 'ukjba
,njkn 'ase gmcn ',uhnnuev ,njkn 'ubhkg urcga ,unjknc ohbp tku ;rug ubp 'ktrahk ,uh,ushshf ,ucajb uhva

 //// ohrupfv ouh ,njkn shcfv iurjtvu 'va,vv ,njkn 'ohnhv ,aa,hbjur vbhjcnu,hrxun ,ursrs,vk ubt ohsgu //// 
hyrxu 'vhprdubrup hrpx ',umhrp hsdc ',ughbm rxuj ',umuj kf atrc ,kku,an ,uerp,vvu ,rcud ,ubrh,nv 'vnhvsn
,utna kfv kgu /vbvfu vbvf sugu 'ohkhvcn ohsnnc vphry hzhkyht ,jh,p 'thxvrpc ,ca hkukhj 'ohahcn gubkue
'o,cmjn rumk ;rug ,ubpku 'ktrah hase kfk rfb,vk oa ohsnuku 'ohh,s-tk lubhj ,usxunc ohfbj,n 'ktrah hpkt
ohdvub 't,ukdc t,bhfa ihhsga ohtur rat ktrah hbunt hnukan vcrv vkt ,uchxnu //// /ktrah ,hc ohudv kff ,uhvku
'ouhf uc ohbu,b ubt rat hbjurv ubhcmn kg orgmu obudh curk ong oeunhbu ongyu /,utnmgv ouhc kkfc kkv rnuk tka

 /ohn,cu ,ntc wv hscug uhv okufu 'ovhkg ,"hav ,jdavc ugshu urhfv ogv kfa vfubj xbk iuhns kf vzk ihtu

 u"j hscg khfah ,"uac h,htr c"uhfu(z ,ut h whx j"utj)tkc whpt ,utnmgv ouh ,kp, lu,c kkvv rundk ihta vkgv f"da 
og kfk vnka vkutd vbhtu 'vkutds t,kj,t tkt itf ihta iuhfnu //// ubh,ukfk ubhkg ohne ubhchut ihhsga hbpn 'vfrc
'vkp,v ouhx rjtk kkvv hrunzn rnuk rapt eru 'vfrc hkc whpt vkp,v lu,c rund kkv rnuk ie,k iht ifk /ktrah

//// /vkyck vfrc epxc xbfvk ubk ihta yuap hf 'vfrc hkc

whx) j"t ohbez ,rygv wf c"uhfu /vfrcc kkv rnuk cuhj iht v"an 'vcuy vkj,v er vhv itfu tmnb itfu khtuv p"fgu
ruzjha sg vkujv ifu /hrndk vrmv in tmha sg lrck ihta vtrbu /// knudv ,frcc ,usuvk ohfhrma vgcrt ihbgk '(yhr
iuhf ,utnmgv ouh ihbgc od ifk ////  /v,unkac vcuyv vrndb tk ihhsga inz kf knudv lrck uk iht ifku ////hrndk uhruck

hrndk vrmvn ubtmh tka /vfrcc kkv gucek iht 
tn inhx ohhj jrut - u ekj rnut ghch ,"ua

18. See Rav Hershel Schachter in B’ikvei Hatzon 32.
19. The message and mussar for our day is clear.
20. Based on many arguments, including the the reflowering of Eretz Yisrael and its economy, the gathering of the exiles, and the great miracles (open and hidden) that we have

experienced in the Land over the last 100 years.
21. See https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/725325  where R. Herschel Schachter discusses the impact of Atchalta Degeula on Yom Ha’atzmaut.
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Rav Ovadia Yosef is against saying Hallel with a beracha on Yom Ha’atzmaut. Notwithstanding the wonderful

achievements of the State, which he openly acknowledges (see source 17 above), there is so much left to improve, that the

time has not yet come for making a beracha.  Just as a sick person who is beginning to improve must still wait to say

hagomel until they are cured, we must also be patient in our recovery! However, it is not clear whether he does accept
that we could indeed be in Atchalta Degeula.  

D4] WHAT SHOULD BE DONE ON SUCH A YOM TOV?

If the day has a halachic status as a new Yom Tov, this should include:

(i) A prohibition on fasting and hespedim.  Would this include the removal of minhagim of aveilut during the Omer period -
shaving? haircuts? music?22

(ii) A seudat mitzvah.
(iii) Reciting special Tehilim and praise of God.
(iv) Saying Hallel? Full/Half? Beracha or not?  Night or only day?23

E] BAL TOSIF

20. :o �f �, �t v�U �m �n h �f«b t r �J�t o�fh �v«k6t wv ,«u �m �n , �t r«n �J�k UB �N �n Ug �r �d �, t«k �u o�f �, �t v�U �m �n h �f«b t r �J�t rc S �v k �g Up �x«, t«k
c:s ohrcs

The Torah includes a commandment not to add on to the existing mitzvot.

21..uj 'vru,c cu,fa vn kg urh,uv tku u,jp tku 'ktrahk ovk utcb,b ,uthcb gcau ohthcb vbunau ohgcrt :ibcr ub,
v,hnn - vrha ibhrnt ,urhjk ,uscgn vnu :vjre ic gauvh hcr rnt ihct rc thhj hcr rnt ?aurs htn /vkhdn trenn

 ?ifa kf tk ohhjk
/sh vkhdn

Chazal insisted that the nevi’im did not add anything to Torah other than Purim.  Although this should have being
prohibited, they learnt a special drash to permit this as an exception!

22.- vkhdn trenn .uj hftknu vhrfz hdj uhv hfsrn hnhc kct /ohthcbv uexp rcf 'vfubj rb rnt, otu
/sh vkhdn h"ar

Rashi makes it clear that the only problem of Bal Tosif would be with matters instituted by a Navi.  As such, the

establishment of Chanukah is not a question here.

 

23. (c)uphxu, tk - ;t tkt 'urnt sckc vktc tk kct /// /h"ar iuak ////,uhmhm anj ckukc ihbhn vanj ihkhp,c ,uharp anj iudf
:vzv utkc rcug vaa djv vagh ot ifu /// veuk vbufc hbhnac vfuxc iahv

 h,gs hpkuogcrhf uckn tsca asjc dj vaga iudf vnmg hbpc vumn ,uagk tsc ukhpt (dk:ch t"n)vkhdn) urnt lfu /utkc rcug 
,jt ,ut ukhpt vru,c cu,fa vn kg uphxuv tku u,jp tku ktrahk ovk usng ohthcb ohbunau vtn 'vkdn tren ihbgk (t sh
kg ohrgymn uhv ohthcb vnf ovnu ohbez vanju ohbuna (v"v t"p vkhdn) hnkaurhcu /wufu aurs htn vkhdn trenn .uj

cu,f urnt 'rcsv- van ,t wv vum rat ,umnv vkt asjk sh,g rjt thcb ihtu van ubk rnt lf /van hpn uuymba ,umnv ukt 
hrv /wufu ovhbhg tuv lurc ausev rhtva sg rcsc ihb,ubu ihtaub oan uzz tk ?!rcs ubk asjk ohmur r,xtu hfsrnu /ofk rcs
vkt" rnta cu,fv in tkt thcb hp kg ;hxunk ubsnk tka tkt 'uhkg ;hxu, tk kkfc thv f"t 'ovk vruxt uzv vumnv v,hva
in vumn thv uz 'ivc tmuhfu ,uhrgk ,uhba iudf 'rsd ouan ohnfj ube,a vnu /v,gn rcs uc asjk htar thcb iht ",umnv

 :vru,c tuv lurc ausev hpn ibhtu vzv rsdv ouan ova gsha sckcu 'vru,v
c:s ohrcs i"cnr

The Ramban explains that creating new festivals could be part of the prohibition of Bal Tosif.  As such Purim should be
prohibited, but an exception was made. Chanukah was however not a problem since this was done through a takanna of

Chazal, which is not a problem of Bal Tosif.

22. See http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Music-and-Sefira-Part-2.pdf and
http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Music-and-Sefira-Part-2.mp3

23. See http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Saying-Hallel-on-Yom-HaAtzmaut7.pdf and 
http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Saying-Hallel-on-Yom-HaAtzmaut.mp3
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• As such, do we say that the halachic concern of Bal Tosif should only apply to a new festival started by a Navi, and so Yom HaAtzmaut
is permitted (like Chanukah).  
• Or, do we say that Chanukah was permitted since it was instituted by Chazal24, whereas Yom HaAtzmaut was not!
• It may be that once we establish that the day is Atchalta Degeula the situation may be different. 25 If there is not such a status26 there
could be a legitimate concern of Bal Tosif.
• Others argue that this view of the Ramban that Bal Tosif prohibits establishing new holidays is not the halacha and is not quoted by
other Rishonim.  Also, Yom Ha’atzmaut is not being established as an o bligatory festival, but optional.
• Finally, some argue that the establishment of Yom Ha’atzmaut should not be Bal Tosif, since marking the day itself may stem from a
Rabbinic mitzva!

24.ivhbhca ohthcb ?urnt hn vz kkvu /ohv in ukga vgac uvurnt ktrahu van - vru,ca rha :ktuna rnt vsuvh cr rnt
 'ivhkg tc, tka vrmu vrm kf kgu erpu erp kf kg u,ut ihrnut uvha 'ktrahk ivk ube,ihktdbafkukg u,ut ohrnut 

i,kutd
/zhe ohjxp

The early Nevi’im instituted Hallel as a necessary response to thank God for saving the Jewish people.

25. ovhkg tc, tka vrm kf kgu/////- vfubj iudf 'i,kutd kg u,ut ohrnut
oa h"ar

Rashi brings Chanukah as an example.

F] CONCLUSION

• There are a number of halachic concerns in establishing a new day of celebration in the Jewish calendar.  Some poskim (eg Pri
Chadash) rule that this is always prohibited.  Others (Maharam Alashkar) rule that it is permitted for individuals and communities to
establish new days to celebrate their slavation.  The mainstream psak follows the latter approach.
• A number of poskim (Chayei Adam, Chatam Sofer) rule that, even if such new holidays are permitted, they cannot be for all the
Jewish people, but only certain communities.  Other poskim do not explicitly mention that qualification.
• Chatam Sofer rules that there is a Torah obligation to mark the salvation of the Jewish people but only if this is ‘mimita lechaim’ -
from death to life.  This could be strengthened by the position of the Ibn Ezra (although this is not a significant halachic support).
• There may also be a concern of Bal Tosif if a new holiday is established.  Many poskim rule that this is only a concern if innovated by
a prophet.
• All of the above concerns may be different if the salvation is actually Atchalta Degeula.
• When applied to the establishment of Yom Ha’atzmaut different poskim take different positions.  Ultimately, this will be strongly
driven by the hashkafic determination as to whether what we are seeing now is indeed Atchalta Degeula.

May we merit  ubhnhc vrvnc vnhka vkutd
  

24. This takes us back to the issue of rabbinic authority.  According to the Rambam, Chazal received their authority to make takanot from the mitzva of Lo Tasur.  This biblical mandate of
the Rabbis clearly takes rabbinic legislation outside the parameters of Bal Tosif.  Does this mandate apply however to today’s Rabbis, and, if so, which ones? (See the machloket
Rambam and Chinuch on this discussed in previous shiurim.)  According to the Ramban, Chazal do not derived their authority to make rabbinic law from Lo Tasur, but rather because
their have Divine inspiration and God wants us to listen to them!  Again, how does this relate to Da’at Torah and today’s gedolim.  Some of theme are telling us that Yom Ha’atzmaut
marks the beginning of geula and warrants a Yom Tov.  Others are telling us that it does not!     

25. See above and the shiur of R. Schachter referred to there.
26. Certainly if it is ma’aseh Satan, as is argued by Satmar!
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