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Good and Evil: Who Decides? 

I. The Context 
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II. Prescience, Predestination and Free Will 
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The angel appointed over birth brings each potential soul before God and says: 

'Master ofthe universe, what shall be with this drop [of life]? Will he be strong or weak? Will he be wise 

or foolish? Will he be rich or poor?' 

Will he be good or evil, however, is not asked. 

Ill. What Kind of Da'at? 
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Harav Chaim of Volzhin, for example, suggests that man did indeed possess a degree of free will before 

eating of the Tree of Knowledge. Before the sin, however, evil remained external to man. To sin, Adam 

had to first make the decision to "enter evil"; consciously, as one might enter fire. After the sin, 

however, the propensity for evil becomes a part of man; and his ability to discriminate between right 

and wrong is severely weakened.1 

IV. An Approach for the Ages 
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1 Nefesh Hachaim 1,6 


