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Of Dreams and Dreamers

I. Why is Yosef Believed?
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8 And it was in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and summoned all the

magicians of Egypt and all of the wise men; and Pharaoh told them his dream; but none could
interpret them for Pharaoh.
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. Classical Approaches
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lll. A Puzzling Pattern
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7. And Pharaoh awoke and behold it was a dream!

8. ...and Pharaoh told them his dream; but none could interpret them for Pharaoh.

15. And Pharaoh said to Yosef: “| have dreamt a dream, and no one can interpret it...”

17. And Pharaoh spoke to Yosef: “In my dream, behold | am standing on the bank of the river.”
21-22.“... And | awoke; and | saw in my dream
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25. And Yosef said to Pharaoh: “Pharaoh’s dream is one...”

26. “... Itiis one dream.”
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7 And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the ward of his master's house, saying:
“Why do you look so sad to-day?” 8 And they said to him: “We have dreamed a dream, and

there is none that can interpret it.” And Joseph said to them: “Do not interpretations belong to

God? Please tell it to me.”

IV. The Contrast
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5 And Yosef dreamt a dream, and he told it to his brethren; and they hated him yet the more.

9 And he dreamt yet another dream, and told it to his brethren, and said: 'Behold, | have

dreamt yet a dream: and, behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars bowed down to me.'

V. A Final Note: Pharaoh’s Fear
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3 And, behold, seven other cows came up after them out of the river, of ugly appearance and

gaunt flesh; and stood by the other cows upon the bank of the river. 4 And the cows of ugly
appearance and gaunt flesh ate the seven cows of beautiful appearance and robust health.
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19 And, behold, seven other cows came up after them, scrawny and of very inferior form and

lean flesh, | have never seen inferiority like theirs in all the Land of Egypt. 20 And the lean and

inferior cows ate the first seven healthy cows. 21 And they came inside them, and it could not

be known that they had come inside them; for their appearance remained as inferior as at first-

and | awoke.



