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The .Semitic B.ack:tjraund of .. Our Jijji/a,:tb.et 

Two months of harvest 
Two months of sowing 
Two months oflate planting 
The m&nttt of reaping flax 
The month of f8aping barley 
The month of reaping and 
measuring 
Two months of (vlne-)tendlng 
The month of summer(-frult). 

1. Notetlled!anges in 'the omerofsome letter. The Abecedary dates to around 1050 BCE'. 

... ~y ,Jot.= r..'!!.o.: ....... ,..,; 

r 
[rj 

To download mor&source shelrts and audfostllurlm Yisftwww.!JI!Itlmanoing.com 

'I 
(q] 

~ p $ n 
frJ [l' 1 [rJ m (•J 

Gezer calendar· 1000 BCE 

l1n1~ !lUN1n1' 
. 'l1p~1n1, )11 

11'l1 !:n~)ln1' 
n1))'l'~pn,, 

,,r,~pn,~ 

1t)l)n1' 

~pn1' 

(i1] ~:lN 

'" I 

(u] [I] 



5779 - ~" ., ~~ rabbi@rabbimanning.com 

Yehud coina«e from tlte Second Temple Period New Israeli Shekel with lite Ye.hlld insalption A*t1. 

A] THE TALMUDIC SOURCES - 3 OPINIONS 

N1lll 'n":::l on~ ruil'>.l'l ;ntn ,YJT'Ipn )'1\'J~l l1:::lll :::lrol 7N""'YJY.7 n,m nlrP) n~mm :l'Cif'W .,, N~l ~ult .,tt 1~x 1. 
)Nn .'r.l""'N )"'YJ71 wu.Y J!l:) m"l'm~ m~.lm , YJ"flpn 1lYJ~n I1'>1lYJN :l1'0 ~N1~ )n7 ,,u .~mN 1W7l nl1"1YJN :m;,::1 
N1l.Y n'il ~N1 :""1)'.)12-t )0'P '3"l ,N'.lJ'l .nN.l"':::l'7 :::lf\:) :M"tOtl :l"l 11'JN ml1l)l ::1]1:::! 'W'.J .'Nm;, :N1tm :l"l 11'JN • lm\)l"'fii 

1nNlYJ .:uun ,, 7ll mnYJl ,, ~ll n1m rurP.l N~YJ '!) 7.ll CJNl ...... nwn 'lt'YfP N~n?~ ,~1\IJ'' l1' ')I n.,,n )romYJ 

nJ!t?n~ i-11'1.{}) N1\!l!JJ NiJ?tJ~ ~ J'>r!-rl¢7 !n.11 ;NllT} J'n:)l 1PJ:;J1J!! .0~-p:JJ;» J'J'l;)~ .J~ ?Wlti.!i.J ~ WTM"lt~) 
""'lYJNn onn.ll n'.YYJ - ll'""'WJN N""'p.l nD' .nunYJn' l1N""'n llU .17N~iJ n·tmiJ i2!Y./D.-17l$ •.• .J.D¥? t>:t' oYn1) .J'!O'I .Jq(JJ? 

•H:Il,1mtJ 

The Gemara brings 3 opinions on the origins of the Hebrew script. The first is that of Mar Zutra and Mar Ukva who 
understand that the original script was Ktav Ivri. They bring a Tanaitic proof.from R. Yosi that Ezra was responsible for 
changing the script to Ktav Ashuri, so named because it comes from Assyria - Ashur. 

mmm nlD'ni'' plm::»ti tmfJ l'D:> ,m)nJ ,.,,mb -1JMm'~ ,'):')):') .,,D '>' ~t • "'tl)t ~ 2. 
fJ)JJ fJm ::sn:>t ,O~n ,,, ~D :')mt>ti :mtin ltl:> ,,,,, p:m1:> l'::lti ,,m, b')rD:s fJ'')i' 'D:')l ,:')>tlti>ti ::sn;, - 1lltiVJltt ~l 
:sn:;:~c ".,' rmp> 1''''' 1':') b) '""nti 11':>'7 fJ,,,,»> fJ:si':J J~):J, b) ""'b' ,,,.,, pti>, ,,.,b, :m:> )b')'7 ,,,, ro,!n ;,,n 

.01'~ 1f'lbl :m' 1mb 0::1~ ~)l'Jti) ~)'n DDti .~.:S")~ C''n~, Oti 1'~1 , ')Sti)l 'D'l lf')n::"l 
ll'l:ll f>")rD b:Jl ,)b,)'7 '"'' c;:,) rmc ~"'"'ltib) ,.,,D J" rm.nti::"l~ '7'.1"P ,,,,,c ::sn:>c ,),,., ::~en ,,, rm - n-.um m~» ,~ 

r>'"'ltib :m:>:s ;:,.,,l'J~ nb ,, 
~,. . .,, 

.... on~ rl'tnn - 1n.J rnn'll ,...,, ,'(.Yn~ )n~ 1!)m - 1N"nw 11'' ,~1'1!1'' inm run'.l m :In;,J n7nro :""'mN ).l"l ,N'm 3 . 
.Jl"'J rnwmnYJ - nYTIYJN nn'll N1i'3 nn' 

.:l;)rr'Jill~ 

The second opinion is that of Rebbi - the Tana R. Yehuda HaNasi. He nlles that the original script was Ktav Ashuri. Its 
use was discontinued 'because the Jews sinned' and the script changed to Ktav lvri. When they 'returned', the original 
script was restored. The name Ktav Ashuri is NOT from 'Assyria ', but rather means a beautified (calligraphic) script. 

o:~> 1'::"1) ::"1')11')::"ll'JfJ 1r" 7ltib') l'J':S.:S lfJPbti Il':>'7 ,,,,,,) fJ:Sl':J !'J:'J:J b) ::"In~, ,::"!tin 'n':S - ~K'WI'> tnm tll11l m :lJ1» 4. 
l::lln:>tt - (lt~ mnt) :1'76 pn/J Jlti) - TD1i> 

,1j?l)) ~:J runW.l N' nl :m;, :)V1lt)tl "ll)I>M '!1-, 01\'J>'J lnN\!1 N\)1!) p 1l)lryN '::11 01\IJll ""li'J\N 1l.Y'N )::1 )l.YllYJ '.ll 5 . 
. o.jw.J~:;r o:pp~ o~n~-71$1 c\.'):1) -nmNJ ""lmN'I .'lm'll.l N~ 0'1'1 t'JN - lll"'YJl N' 0'-'flr.ll! nn .0'7~J!f} '1! e>:n .rm.:w> 1llN.l\'J 

tunwJ x' o.Jn;, t'JN - mnw.l N7 O.ll\!1' no 

~ )'1"fhltJ 
The third opinion is R. Elazar HaModai. He rules that the original script was Ktav Ashuri and that never changed. 

"'b~p~,b ), , 1on::~, .,5n~ 'D)p mt>>1> l'lmn c::"l:Jt c,,,,D, c,P,i', ,m;p)lb pn:> T'~P~ qo' m,,.,~ - D"'mll'tl 'l1 6. 
l))t Jl:l:> J'll::"lp,,cP ~tin 'n':J bn~b ,J'n~ J'T.Il'T 

C'l' ,.._,, 
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There are various Midrashim which imply dffferent positions on the tssue of the original script. 

'"' mtUD 
When Moshe went on high he saw God tying1 cruwns on the letters. Only the Ktav A.shu:riletters have crowns! 

:rpm-u 
A famous Bavli irr Shabbat relates that the letters on the luchot were carved all the way through and thus readable from 
both sides. As such, the mem mzd the samech were held up miraculously since they are hollow a.nd the middle piece of 
the letter had nothing to connect to. This clearly assumes that the writing on the luchot was Ktav Ashuri. 

o ~)n ~ p1.o 1l)'U) ~, cau~> 'D)VJn' 'nD!nl 
However, the parallel midrash in the Yerushalmi gives voice to the other opinion that the writing on the luchor was in 
KJav Ivri! On that basis, the miraculous letter was the ayin, which is hollow i1r Ktav lvri. 

'N'U1 N':l.3 )'N\'.1- ~fJn n7N C'l'ni1"1 ?N"l:l.Oh"' - .Cl1Y.lN ~.!:1~ 1".!:J~)r.l :l'QN "U N»n ~:11 NlJ'll'Xl nlY.l"l' ':11 1Y.lN"' 10. 
OliO'l 1-nm oroill N~N •... !rl'l'UJY.l 1:11 \!rrn) 

~1J))ll) 

Another midrash relates that the final letters were originally given to the Jewish people, then 'forgottm' and ultimately 
restored. That seems to closely track the opinion of Rebbi - that the original script was Ktav Ashuri, which was lost and 
subsequently restored. 

8] THE RlSHONIM - 3 APPROACHES 

Bl] THE SCRIPT NEVER CHANGED 

N1ll' ,, ~)I i1Jl1illl :m:m\!1 't.3NI '0l' '"'11 nnN .mpl~n 'll.,'iJ il:l UN~Y.ll ''2-0nl Nnlp N111 N:lj7ll' 1Y.l.:> NrP)'il 1N~l -· 11. 
11.,)1 VJ"l"'.!:JY.l '1i1't' ~J:2» tt:! l'Ml .N··nl'J i1'1Y.l%10\!l il''l' l>"O"T., i1'N1 Wli1l .1l\!1Nt.3 1nY.ll' 11~l'ill 'Y.lNPl ""'WJN l1'0., 

i1Pl~nm )01> 'U n:>~n VNl ....... 1Y.llN N"111 )"1!1\!l)n "'!llN .,)1\!1 !VI1JJl 1n l 'Nl .TI't.31N ll.1"0 )lTlill)n lro"' 1"1Yl .):tJ.rJ 

)31'>)\!1 Nln ill :11l:> 't:l1 '>1:t"T.,l o~,\!lll '~ .,l' 0~ ,~ ili'Wl 1)\!INll il.,l' in .l!l.:> >Ol' 'i '"llU ~m\!.1 ..... 'lii il''l'llil 
:uo mnwJ >:> "'!llll~ ro)n ,,NVJ N)N ntttY.l Yr> .,Y )1l'l rn JmW ·-o n.:>)m .YUY :tro Nm ~m:> YP{l\!.llJ ilil~Y.l '1' ~ll 
l1 Nm >}11"1Y.lil 1ll'~N '1 '=> nnN !O~'l)lrJ ill31\!l) N., i1't l1'0 •.. 11JNYJ "ll)l~ ):1 ll)f.tl~ ·~ il~!71l H)M . .,N1YM j)11M 

...... l>lY.lll' 1m Oll mm.,w lY.lOl OY.l )P1Y.lNjn O"'lnN rnmpDY.ll'"ntm Np"T 1)}1"1 .. - .l>"PY.l~m Yf'Y.l!no )!n:n .,.,,N ~:>., 

tu~ ll)ttJ ~ - tm»Cln ll'PlVIn 

The Geonim strongly reject the position of R. Yosi. The position of Rebbi is partially accepted. Full endorsement is only 
give to the third position above- that the Hebrew script was ALWAYS Ktav Ashuri and never changed. 

1")'.)U"' O"D )l'"lllN1~ '>))t7l 11\!.IY.l~ )fl'l m :lll'\'.1 "P ., .. ,'P N~N '>Ul' ., N'"' '2-0ID NY.l"P Nhi ZOPlY rY.lJ n:;,~n )'Nl 12 . 
.,~ nl!l\!.ll N~ m :u-o iY.lNi 'l'1lY.ln ,,Y.,N • ., N.,N mnVJlYJ "'!llY.l:> n::>~n )'Nl .ornmm ,n p1 )'1Y.lll' 1m u)J. mm.,J.\!.1 

·-n '""P'I 'l'"TlY.li1 it)I)X '1::> n::>~n )::>"1 .:n '1i1l 1'Y.l.,n::> Nro7JI w~1 Nm J.1 'ln 'll., 'l'ilY.ln 1n1~N 'i1 .. 0.,ll'Y.l 'W'l' 
'lplY )::> i1l31\'.l) N., i1l l!l:> ':> )Y.l't'Y.l nY.lN\!.1 'l'Tl)'JT'l 1't)I~N 

~ l,'fm1) )JOJn u~, 
This is also ruled by early Rishon Rabbeinu Chananel. He explains that since the first opinion was held by Amoraim -
Mar Ukva and Mar Zutra ~ it is therefore overruled by the other opinions held by Tannaim. As between them, R' Elazar 
HaModai is the smior figure and teacher ojRebbi so the halacha is like him. The script never changed! 

2. This clearfy needs to be understood In a non-lltaral Miclrashlc sense, wlllttr is not the object of this shlur. For our purposes. the nltllre of tlle masllal <~SSUIIW!S that tbe o!lllnal script 
was Ktav Ash uri. 

3. Whlcllluc!tot-ftrstorsecond-WIII be discussed below! 
To download more source sheets and alldloshlunmYisit!IIIW.!ll(ll!lma!!nln&com 
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B2] THE SCRIPT DID CHANGE BUT THE LUCHOT WERE IN 't\rAV ASHUR! 

~ Nm n·nnn nN n )Um::> llNYJ m :m::>1 .mmn rn O'l11DYJn 1:1 ,.,Jm::>w nm :m::>n Nlm uv ::m::> ""0)1 !In~ 13. 
NlnYJ .,lYJN' OlDN Nm1 Ji~~ 'J-1{1?~ p '161~ 111;:n n7rll l'lll ,,YJN N"lPl') .illmM 3lN il7)m., =ao tl1 ,1't'N 
J11ln31)J lllN )'N1 ,mr.n1 l'nlmN )'NVJ >l!l)J 7~:> mp!IO tl lli1N' N~l m!l?nJ'I)J PmnlN )>NVJ >D7 ,~l\!.1 l'ti'\ND 

.lton l.l'I'J lNVJ p )>Nl ,lrom::> u!>VJnJ nmJn~ 

n n~.n1 .,,!) o,., Jm).tt o":u:t'l~ n>YJ.ttn ""'• 
The Rambam understands that the original script given by God was Ktav Ashuri . .~ 

ll'l'N lll ?v; ::m:~ n11nn m"tlt7> nn?n 7YJ o>7n ,,,., unn 'fiP'l ~lP ~:>l VJlYJ 1\'J'\Nr.m mn :m::>n il';llYJ ?111 nnrn nn 14. 
Ktn n,WJM gm !13'1!r,l tn~ pg" l'H 'M"Tl ):uc ry"ntn o"nl nlil o.> no 'llV Jn::>J "tlYl T!>'lJ.Y :m:>n mm7n 1'T1TJ 
)l~b 7JN ,mm7J N7N Nmn Jn:>n nN'tl N7 o7lY01 .W"Ttm )lVJ? p1 ,~!1? lf!t?ll' ~ ~,., nlnl»VI1t!i?tl ;up 
l1Y.I1'Ti'l ru:nn 11llO :>"!l.YN1 .l'VJl"fP' l'N'J.) oy 'U"T>J ov;n lJl n"1m )!l>J o-np 7Nl\'Jl '.>J.l m»e7 Y1U -u:> 't'1pil 

1mN. 1'l11l:> 1m N.?N l>:l~>J~ 1nN1 1nN. ?::> lN. J~nn J.m:>VJ o,!lt~:l '''!IN mlN )'ll"ll:> l')jl N? o>nm )l1lNJ ~-nnnll1:m 
nmYJ lN. ,on? 1m?\?.> m ::1r0 "11\'JN )JJ W'Pl ll't'N? 1?1YJ:>1 ·1"~.>n mm'IN? o1rov )l"\Nn mJYJ:>YJ mn ,.,,JY .JYOJ 
onnY 1:1 1?11m 7N"1YP 'l:ll mlN norn on? nm\'J lN .on?YJ ll1:> il?n YJ1pil ,!lti>J on? Y1UVJ p? o-np o?~N 
ntl ...... lltlYJ.>n Jn::>' :1m:>1n 1l'i""'f'Dl O>J.lll:> 1NYJ1 n"o :nro~ on? 1rt.,.> N1lY '>)J).ll .ll~n n?)'VJ mn 17lNl oVJn 
Jron 'ln\!) il"1lllil 7ll ~nm o'YJ vwn :::ll"':l i1"11Tl ')l!)U lln:>7 J.rt:>n nN N1lY nv\'J'll nnl 1'N m ')~~ .l1"1l1 )l:>l ?"l 

n>un rnrn7J 1J? ~n Vll' ir'il LD mn 
0 1'1~1l!) M~"'"lfl'vn'r)fl 

The Ritva understands that EVERY opinion in the Gemara agrees that the luchot were given in K1av Ashuri, which has all 
the mystical depths of the Hebrew alphabet! However, this was reserved for the luchot only. Sifrei Torah, from the very 
start, even that of the King, were written in Ktav lvri. Once the aron and the luchot were hidden, the people lost the 
connection with Ktav Ashuri. Once they arrived in Ashur they Jews were reconnected with this script, either from the 
Assyrians or from their own ancient traditions. In the time of Ezra they began to write all sifrei kodesh in Ktav Ashuri. 

'"~c ,, b.,p)r; ,.,,r;h 31'>::> o~) l':ll'~' :"l.l.,'m-:1 )b ,p, l:"l h) ~>nm' ,,,, o,b) bl:lti llti)::'l l" l''):D .,m, bl::'l :sr>::>:"l ' ' nPl 15. 
,,, )1' ~.,,r>:"l :>)1':1'>' :"len ,,,'7p:lti P" ,,, )p ::'1.,,1':1~ tmnr; ,,b., ~'~ti ttm' ,,, ):o :~r )b lP'l:l qloJ)l .m,mbl .,ti~fm 
31':1::>:"1 o~> :I'~C r>br:"l :l)l')P~ :t)tln) )b"lC' ll'J'.l:> ,,, pml:l l)E>m .,n b,~, . .:m::>:"l m.,'7D) )b.,C' lP'.l:t "' )Pl ,,,o:n::> 
0:"1) :'>':"! O::>Um l)l:l ")t:ib::>l O:>ntl 0'.,:S'7n O::>lr'JJ )fJ1tj' l':IC :>})l '""'b O:"l)t:i tlC):) :"l'~ Oli'" )::>, hifP ,,., )D ")t:ilb":> 
,,,.,, 'l'>t:i ,)3 ,.,m~ ">'70::> ,,~ )::>::lti ,,, '7bD o~.,fJl3n o,.,,,:'l ""'~ .t:iilp:> llti~, ,.,,cf> :s~::> f>l:'lt: o~> ,,b., bl::'lt:i :.m::>:"l 

-· .b.,rD ''7~ ~p :If:'> 'l)t::'l :l':"lt:i :'!" '7bn 0'plDP l)h:'! 0'.,li:"ll nl'~~ 
bl:"l ,,.,, t:l7p:"l '~' ;,b -· )b.,ti' )r; 'n'' b)f> lp~m M ,, ,r.,b .,,,r; n,.,,tib :so:> ,,~ mm~:Jt: ::m'~ )::>:"~ ,,,, ~,~, 
l'~ b)t: 1f>)n~ lO::>t:i 3~::> l-' 0~ ~':l J::>t:i .o:nD» :SD):S :SO)~ :t':tD pDD p& 'W mm)~ ).v 'P:IP-'1 ")Df>)t:i mm~-:1 30;1t:i 
3o::>J p1 ')'~' b~, ."::tilfm:'l :sn::> :l'::l mm>~ bl~ ,,.,, r;,,i'~ ,, lo::>t: :If~ .:Jt>::>~ 'D'7l3 ,,;, ,.,,t:b '~' ,m.,p~ 0''"' 
p!:>c pf> :>r, .,c,tm:~ 31':1;13 :m,)ti p!:>o pb bl:'l ,,.,, r;,,p~ 'n'c ::m::> ):sf> , '">JD ll':l::>:"l :")'~'t: ,,b., ~,~ ob ~b")ti' llr>::>c 

"'"' l''\!> ~"lYI' ~n )'1ntt 
The Maharal understands that the luchot were in Ktav Ashuri and that ALL opinions in the Gemara agree on this. 
However, since the people were not yet on the right spiritual level, they used Ktav Jvri until the time of Ezra. 

,,.,,cb '"" O''m' ,,:> o,,,_,6.,o mm~:~r; o:"l o,,,, ~·,"~ ~>O'' ,.,,D '"'' ,.,,o ,,.,,, O''t:im~, 'Cl' ,., m,, ''' _ 16. 
"'"''~' .,~~ 1" :'!tin ,.,,r;,, .O'ti'7p c;p :"!'~ Jlti)~, yu~,.,~ .:m::>n~, mm:>~ ~c"'" ,, .m,,D, r'llmpo O~'fD"' l'""s' 
:>"Db - .l.,:Sti)l ~nt:'> bb q,~, mm>=> l")fJt:)l 11':1lJ'5b Olpn> ,.,r, l~r;,,p ,,.,n twmf>:'l ,,.,, nl)lnm )~p~ nb b.,,, ,,,, 
,,,be o~; ~,~ fD.,, :'l")r :"lnlD ,,,Pti ,,, _ ~til'7P , J'f>t:i ,.,,, :m::> b,:~c 1'"''" O:l '':'lti nc>:J m'>ti~ mm>~ "" ::m::> 
l:>rl .m5P!J '"'~ b) ;,,., ,,:~ .,r;b o,.,,,:JP,t:n - ''~ ,~r, 0''3"'~ nfJ mm)~ >» '!'J:IfJ"' ''"', l)"~, Jmp:~ 'n':'l lr'llb 
• '"'' ~)IJ~ 0'':17:, fJfJ 7J :17P-' ''"' ~'''ti:> r>lm)::n tin" O'~)b lr'l'" bl:l 0'::1)b :lfJ-'" :m'JJ..""' 0')lt:ib1:1 """'' "''c 

l'lDl):"l bb :"1£> )p :">),~o ,,,,,~ lmb .,om ,,,.,,5, ,,m,,o P,,,, r>,,,;, ,mf> :"lb')ti ~r:"l '"'~ nb .,,,, ~'~ ~"P.,, 
,.,;m 3r'J'' :!':'> ~'~ l':llrlf, P''!)l':ll ,,.,b, flO)':) I':I"Cl 

!llln lit'O ~ ¢tl l":l11 ti"WI 

The position of the Rildvaz is that the FIRST luchot were given in Ktav As hurl. However, once the people worshiped the 
Golden Calf, they dropped in kedusha and lost this script. The second luchot and all subsequent writings were in Ktav 
Jvri, with the original script passed down in a mesora from Moshe, until eventually restored by Ezra. 

4. This could be tile second or tlllrd positions In tfle Gemara aboVe. 
To download more source sheets and audio shlurimvlsttwww.rabbflllll!nl!!f.C!Om 
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83] THE ORIGINAL SCRIPT WAS KTAV IVRI 

YWlJN :uo on~ 11n:n ,:J.Y ~ ln'lil~ - 1nNn .O"iJ1 'l~J m '1~)1~ l1'.l\!Ji1 n~'INl~ "Pl' .nwJ.Y~ ~N1 ~.JJY.l l~.Y 1~1 
Dil.tJ.)I n~.)I'V W1WJN lt.:l'lJ Nip.l ilt"l? - )>iimo 1l:JOD1 Nn!>tnrO 7"1' U"1'lU"ll"lt"lN Pl .OYJO 17Nl)l 1l'l.IN 7N l7l'l.l -,:ll 

11Y'I .m?.:> D'D=>n Y01 o'lpoJ m> Nln\!1 >Ji >u; 1'N\'J l•nn Yl"P .... .'n"'7N.,~~ ili"'!l rom m JroJ 10lN '.::11 11'1\'JNo 
il~tml N:lP'.Y ltl lnN N'Ttm :n iJ:lN DYJ YlT.lN l=>YJ ,CPT.l::>n >"01 tYN11t!Nil 'l'lJ1l.!) ~nl )il:J pi!> 1'11iUO NIDXl1 

.... 'l.l1pn)'l'l.l7'1 '1"1'l.IN .l10 on> n1'l N1t.Y >J:ro n~mn >):1 'l~)l'l.l )ro .•trrpn)'l'l.l>'l YO.Y J.ro:t 7N1'l.l'~ n1m m.ro 

17. 

"' P"\1) ~ "IJ)!U) o~)ltt 1.90 
The Sefer Halkarim has a very different reading. He understands that the luchot were given in Ktav ·lvri. He 
understands this to be the view of R. Yosi5 and brings supporl from the Tosefta that this actually a majority position. 7 

The change to an Assyrian script was one of the changes made as a reminder of the redemption from Bavel! 

Nm'l ,n>.lVI111?lNl~ 1:>1' iON 1li 'WJ)I 1:>1 .1!'J'l.lil il7ll'07 i:>l' ~p "'N :lroil 7:> 'll'lJ'lJ U:UO'lJ ilr.lr.l ~ O"'pr.l ?:>m 18. 
mn D'Vm7 1nN wn nuT.l7 '11tm .o>-un l1N'~'7 1:>t nun> 1'''l1 Wl'l.l 1n:> )O'Jo o>'l.l-rnn wn !lll'l.l?n m~nv 
ln:> '1'70:! )"''l.lnin 'i'l./.11 O!'nt"l\!Jl O"l..'Tf'\il )'.llr.l l'ilYJ 1r.ll?:> .1'1\!/Nt.l Oi11J)I '17)1 O>'l.lmn !l"'D\!1 '"l U"1'l'll1 "11nNYJ 

JO l'l\!li!>J 7''l )"::1n1n Jl1) 1~' .n7nro 1\'J~ 'l'll1 "l..>7YJ '.l'l.l N71 l'l'J'l.ln il')ll(l; 1.:>~ 11\'JNJ on1N 1'-ll'::J 'l'il\!1 
l"l'.l\'J l7l\!1 1nN 7JN .N>nn n71Nln 1'r.m.nYJ 'TlY ;, 1n1~ n~11 .·mtn iVil o>w1nn l'Jn 'l~\!1 "'l~n en '::! mn nz.rm 
n!/m 1t9N 'i1 >n oN ~ o>-,sv y1NJJ 7N1~ 'J~ nN n7Jm 1t9N 'n m nJI ,J:JN' N7 1l'n1' ,, 7)1 llt>~.ll DYJn l~Nlll 

nun> ntm OY'l~n l'lN'!:P' 1=>l11'il\!1 )l\!IN111 )'JDn n'Jil; 1N1 ,Ct•X> li"Pn'Yl) 'lll 7'!J~ 'f'NtJ 7N1't!" .17'J ;rn nN N'~n 11!!NJ 
wn ,,~v u>Jn >:> ,rru\!ln n7lNl7 Ul il'l.INn onr.lY l7.Y~ D'vmn mr.>v "'Nwm .o>wn mw7 ,~,n 1nN wn 

)Y.>l U 1:!0 N7\!1 >!l ~)I ~N ~l 'l~ N?l »Jnl il'il )O'lr.> 0'\!11nn 

tiW 

The second major change that Ezra made as a reminder of the redemption was to abandon the Torah numbering of the 
months and adopt the non-Jewish idolatrous names. How could Ezra contradict the Torah mitzva to number the months 
from Nissan!? The Ikarim understands that Ezra saw this as a temporary mitzva which applied only during while the 
original first redemption from Egypt was in place. It fell away after Galut Bavell 

=>>"rmc JJ');l::"l :t~l')t>tl ,,, ,:>)Ol ~':>i' :>'m':> 1" rmb :>'l~Dtl .,tlt~f:lc ~rn "'''~; :>5')1 ::"lr .,,,, 1'')D::"ltl O'.,p»:;, >»l ... I 9. 
~r "'' .,r .,,, 'l"Mn r,j, !~r .,,, ~» ~'"' ,,~ ,,,~, .,,,~ ,.,,, :;,r .,,, ·"'',tlb lD!I~ ~>Ptl' qlcl~l ,.,,P :Jl"!l:t :;,'::"1 

!)D.,C' ,j} o>c }Dr );, ::m lnF> P"' :tlSD~ ::"l':l ,~ :J)Di'D ,, ')DD) P" ,::"l>'IUl :>")li':l m5n b~l')C ""b'ti 
11) 1719 !n(")IQ) 11~11 )'ifl~ 

The Maharal is outraged by the suggestion that the mitzva had a limited time-frame and ceased to apply. He insists that 
R. Yosef Albo - author ofSefer Halkarim- requires a kaparafor even suggesting such a thing! 

20. 
i$.
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o n>'U» :aplt' )'l' ))f ·~~· wn'J» 
Others are horrified by the suggestion that the original script which God used for the luchot was Ktav lvri. The 
implications of such a position for the kabbalistic perspective on tlte aleph bet are enormous/ 

5. Unlike the opinions seen in C2 who understood that even R. Yosi surely agree that Ktav Ashuri with Its mystical NSOnance must have come first 
6. He also regards the ractthat the Amoraim quote this opinion as a Slrength.. This i$ exactly the opposite to R. thananel who saw It as wealalessl 
7. He explains tit at the midtashim which suggest that the h1chot were in Ktav As hurt are going In accordance with the mlnori!¥ position of Re.bbi, whicll'we do not follow. 
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'l':)Wl1~ ~ON .p 1m!:~ ~110 o'>1lno no:> 1~r.ll m~m Ol ,n)11WN .Jro -r>nn "'" n"o.:lw ,n .,,nN 1"\!>0tJ :>"wm 21. 
'Yll ,[))"L}1 ~YJ 1"W!) n":>1 .n"ro '"i"l ,'LUI :1ro nm11ln)~J OlW un;n ,1m)l n'Tt OlJ 1"''-)liliO-1l1n wn!)tJ n~'-ln 

)\YIIO!) ,,.,,_, ~Y' 1.:1m )'N o"m ,:li'll' W'in (J"n!'l "0 l"l1) l":l11 mJ pl1i)IO teN r-w '!I 7"Tl.o 7N"1YY' mN!!n 

00 ~ ~ 'f"UC ,_,)~) ,~ O!l~t) ti"1V1 

Rav Kook understands the opposition to the position of the Ikarim but points out that the simple reading of the Gemara is 
like his opinion, and there is also support from the Yeru.shalmi. 

TUI!>m ,~)1:1"1 o~':ll ''" onnw ,~N1W' '!>~ '>\'JN""l~ n,.,!l~ mmYJ n11~nJ n11m nTOl.ltJ "))mOll,~, n">n Jron ,.,l'W 22. 
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'1'11:1 ~,:>, w1 lN .'~:> ~N ,~:>tJ p1m N~ ~"''N:l n":1 p1w O)l ~N110' mml p"'l M'ln"l n·nm !lN 1mw~ "'~ 
O'~w O'Wll'tttJ lY)Jl\m n"l'tJWtl nn"'N .nw" '1:>o n'lt'J1\!I~\ nn'ln~ n1mn :u-o;. "lll\!llln ~)I 1m)l) o,.,'m, O'Jron 

oy nm N) n1m ~w m1n ~;:, n~n UN~ )mn l'llr.lil:l "17:JY'\!I m')l" o1u x1nw 111nN nlN~ 11lN 'l01tJ :un '"» 
m111n 't.l:>m l"ru:J 'WlN no10 01" ,)lWN1 !l)l.:l tN nm,nw 111 ,..!:1)1 n1"1mw nr1m~ m 1:11 nml ,)1l)li'1 :m:>n 

1l)ll 1\'-IN:l 1N1U "ln!>l 111?l ~'\\:)~" "''?ll ~"m N~W ,~1N~ lWl' O)ll Vl 1DWi'1, 11Y)N1 nrtm ,n1m~ C'mN'l .l'O "'VJ)I) 

n~~n "'~ll 1l:J lN ,nz..cm nmNn m~u ol ~N1W'l .lnu mn Jron nm N"'~"' .nunwn? ~,~yw Jro N"'nw ,)JOn t")l 
1tJ»D7 oYn1n lNl'll 1~ ,Clll'll o~1~1oo on1~:1 hl'mNn ~w O'!:l'~n,, '")I n~n:J n1mn 'l!l rn m:>' O':l"'l omwnp 
!l1tJll"ln~ l~IN., ,m~l il,1hN )'NW il~lNl nnm N~W lltJ.Y '~)l1l 1)11'>10 'lW h'l 'r.l' fi'VJN1:1 :>")1 .1ND nll\!.ID) T-J."'O).) 
11'WN1 mnm .1l~ro 1nN lN 1nwn ~:lt.m m?u o>. 1tJM? n~:>, n'ill'WJ ., 11"\m 1tllltJ "'ll rPlm"'ln nmNn 

11)lr.l) 1WlNY.:ln '11WN ll"1:J? 'l!>l?tJn )'"Q)I ~D 'U''tl:l ,nmN? 'C1D ?:> )1.lNJ Ol ,111m? il1'tJWi'1 ?VJ nW)It.m 
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..... ?N"lW' Oll m?U il1tJ:l N'il Ol T!llet~ nl'l:Jl tl"lmn ill1'i1 '1"1WNn Jro:l .m:J~D 'I'll Ol 1111Tiil 
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Rav Kook understands that the original script was Ktav Ivri and this was changed at the beginning of the Second Temple 
period as a preparation for the long galut that they knew would be coming soon. 8 The original script required much 
more care in copying and was easily prone to errors. Only the Cohanim rooted in the Land of Israel could be trusted to 
transmit Ktav 1vri properly. Thus the script was changed to protect against losses in the galut. 

ti'r' ")1))~ 3:1.,, b), ,O')lp'm) pb P">"' ~'::!'' ,,b., '''bw , '7D>' f)) tPn) - ,.,,D '"'' ~3"1r>::> ::~·,r>~ ~,~ ::~r ,,~, 23. 
~")ll'l '">PD Ol'lbD "'tNl 0,,:0.3 )b")w' •nrD ,,) ,)Df:S ~()") birP Omb .,,,, ~""'~ '")1'0 1'7''' ~f>l")~ '''" OJ :")Db) 
):;l~ f31n JU:~)l ::l)r>,) nlb) "l'll' ,O")'fm:'l b,.,)pl)Cb3 O'f>l"):'l l~l, llrD~ Ol"tm [0'"'~ '">.3"7.ll ::I'Dm:J l)f>Sn ">~6.::>] 
,~ ::>tle!:lf') rmb:s ">Gb.::>] T""' 1"~"7~ ''"":'!~ ~mf>):'l ~.,,,:l ~b :0'..~0) )t),, .Q:b ~~J:m) :1),{' rm:s nm;,m - n~,~ ~5,..,~ 

o::>.,S ~::> ,w,'w b>w 0'"7'n>rm Dl"7'::l ''t r>''' ~m :O' .:~::~ .,, .,eb :O' .:~n:l pr':'l~ ),o>, [:O,,,, ''~ "'' 1"" :'!.,,,~ '7lf"' 
\1:M> O?'ll1 n~ 'f~o 

The Me.shech Chochma has a fascinating thesis. Ktav Ivri was much more esoteric, partly in order to avoid unworthy 
students from gaining access to the secrets of Torah. But once prophecy ceased in the Second Temple period, a decision 
was made to open up access to Torah to a much wider group, even at the risk of encouraging unworthy students. This 
was successful, as evidenced by the massive spread ofTorah in that period, but there were also unworthy students! 

'"' ~"'~"~ ~.,,b, ~'e llw~~ w"7lP~ llw)l- mD .,~, .,,:o, l3r>::>e ,.,,P :Jl'l:l3 ~.,m~ ~'l'l'' ~)nn:s ,_, 61:'1 "'"':'!' " .. ~ 24. 
>b.,G' 1'mf>l'l' rm1e>~ l'll"7nb ,,.. )Dti ~wn b1m blW, ~ pt)l '~"' o~ O.l ro'r>'L'::> l:l:)J O'"""w~ '''P b'":o Jnr) ,,.,P, 
r"nr 0)''7~) )'7r>~~ f') ·'":l'73 D'm::> ql'f~ 0''7,tn ,,~ o~ ")tb.::> '~'.~""'~" qnr) l)"7J')J:i' 0~1 ~" ,,,,, )b">J:i'l ,0'""~ OP 
~, tm~:s :'1")"1.1''):'11 )b"ti' l")bti) ~r '"1'~ ll'C)O ~,,~ 1'' .. ,, '""" llw), 'il~b .3l'l.::>:s ~")ll'l~ :Sll'l!)) b,Sn~, ,jlw~l 3f>!)3 
:'l)f» b~C '"l):Db"7 lJ:i")'l)l - )b")Ci') l"7' >D ~")lf'~ JP>r>ti b'"JW ~,~ 'lb") jb::> D1DJ:S l")n()Ci ,.:0 li"DJ:i.3 ,,, 1.3'7:) ~'~ 1' 
Tlwb ::~.,1no "' ::~m., ),), ~ ,,,w ):o, _ ~"'~'~ m'm> :m::>:~ ,,,c )'):O )"rn new ,.,~ , 1'7' )p '~'"~ ~)f't) l'7' )1' ~.,,n 

- w")bD'J, m)r>w::"l) ,,b.,:~ '"~ - ·~.,,r>~ ~'w"' 
~ 111YM v ~ Q)"Q1 'lrum hD'Dn tnm 

The Torah Temima understands that original script was Ktav Ivri and this changed once the Samaritans arrived in Israel. 
They also adopted the Hebrew script and language, so a decision was made to change the script in order to distinguish 
the Jews from the Samaritan community. 

8. lbe idea of tile Second Temple period as an aspect of exile and prepara1lon for longer gelut Is a theme explorad by RavYNiuw KlmlnetlkJ In his dlscuaion on Chanukah. 
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FURTHER READING 

• 'Ktav lvri, Ktav Ashuri', R' Tzvi Einfeld (Feldheim/Mossad HaRav). 
• 'KtavHaTorah Ve'otioteha' Part 1, R' Menachem Kasher, Torah Sheleima, Vol 29 (in new editionsatstartofVo18beforeTazrta). 

Apoendix 1 ... The Symbol of Ufe 

•0) til»~ 

The Cohanim in the Mishkan were anoi11ted on their heads with the special anointing oil . 

. NfmtuD 
Chazal explain that this was in the shape of a Greek 'Chi '. 

nni!IJ:Ji7 ]!.JI!IJ:J P~'1 '1'-lNl~ X m~ 11')'1'1' ~ )'D~ l')')l ':ll ~.)1 unt> 1t1l l~N'l 7)1 )n'Vn nN p~ ?)ron nN )'n'Vlr.l 1~'" 27 . 
....• WJN"l ?» "ll) )'>):>:> vmot )m'Vm ...,.,, n~ ':>7r.l1 11!17p7 mw ni!I.V'' 1"'1l7N I!IN1 7JI 

U :'l!J>tl H P"lb Vfp.D11 t),:, tl~ on~,an 

The Cohanim were anointed in the shape of an X and the kings in the shape of a crown. 

ril\U~m ril:J.)flJ'IiT~ 7):1 O'j?~~iJ1 o~~ D'tQ~~ niJ1:1~Y7):1 ll;l :J;Pll;li:J1 ~"'~'1? ~~ 'l'~iJ il~ "0);1 l'l~ 'n "l~~ 28. 
fl:lll'O 

T ' 

CI'D '"'ll, 

Y echekel prophesied that a malach is commanded by God to make a mark - 'tav' - on the foreheads of the tzaddikim. This 
'tav' is the letter tav, which is an X in Ktav lvri! 

Appendix 2 - The Shomronim11 

• Living today in the North of the Shomron In 'Shomronim', near Har Beracha, and in Tet Aviv. 
• Are descended from the Kutim, brought by the Assyrians into the areas of the 10 tribes after the expulsion. 

•D'l~9 u~1 ;n~v;~~ wJ--r.l ~~1~ '~ noo )i"'l)?\!i '1~9 .l~l C?ll~9l nY;"~Q"~ N~~'l m)l;,>;» '~~>:l ~'8~~~7~ Nl!l 30. 
oo~ D')lh ~~~ !ll'~o-~ co~ ·n n;,v;~ ';rnl$ ~Nl? w o~ o~~ nm:1;1~ 'iJn 

• Do not have all the books ofTanach, onty Chumash {with slight amendments) and a version of the book of Josflua10• 

• Do not have Torah Shebe'al Peh (altllough interpret in their own way) and made some changes to the text of the Torah SheBichtav, in 
particular the switch of Har Gerizim for Har Eva I in Devarim 2 7:4. 

~~N o:>n'lll'IJ oron:>\!1 .01~~ o:>'.t::l~lJ~ on~)ml N71 o:>mm Cll!l''' O'l"ll:> '1!no' 'l"l'm )llJ.t::l'll '"ll 1tl'7N • ., "'lt.JN 31. 
'l'l7N )K:> 1PNl .mill n"'l">ll7 1''01TI l)Nl inVJ il"l>tl7 )">\!1'll1 onN )'N~ N7N O:>~ NmYJ .l1l1' N7i1l .O:>Y.I il"llJJ >)l7N 

o:>~ )N:> "l''r.lNn n'llD m7N ')N o'-c )~n7 1mNn n1m 'J"''N nn .il'l'lJJ m'N 1~m7 1r.lNll n11n 

• Celebrate Pesach with the sacrifice of a lamb on Har Gerizim. 

9. See slso bttp:/fww«.jewishencyc!opadja com/artfllles/1305!ka!J1Jdti!pstt429 and http://www yeM!Iya.CQ/mldrasb /cb jur asQ?!ds2567 
10. Which aclllally dates frorn tne Medieval period and Is more Df a midras.hlcwolll. 
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