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Of Alliances and Covenants: Did Yitzchak Learn From Avraham’s
Mistake?

l. A Patriarchal Misstep?
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1 And it came to pass after these things, and God did prove Abraham, and said to him:
'Avraham'; and he said: 'Here am I.' 2 And He said: 'Please take your son, your only son, whom
you love, Yitzchak, and go to the land of Moriah; and bring him there for an offering upon one

of the mountains which | shall tell you.'
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22 And it came to pass at that time, that Avimelech and Phicol the captain of his host spoke
unto Avraham, saying: ‘God is with you in alf that thou do.23 Now swear to me here by God
that you will not deal falsely with me, nor with my son, nor with my son's son; but according to
the kindness that | have done to you, you shall do to me, and to the land in which you have
sojourned.' 24 And Avraham said: 'l will swear.' 25 And Avraham reproved Avimetech because
of the well of water, which Avimelech's servants had violently taken away. 26 And Avimelech
said: 'l know not who has done this thing; neither did you tell me, neither yet heard | of it, but
to-day.’ 27 And Avraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto Avimelech; and they two




2 Bereishit Shiur 9 ‘Beit Knesset Hanassi: Shiur 2

made a covenant. 28 And Avraham set seven éwe-lambs of thte flock by themselves, 29 And
Avimelech said unto Abraham: 'What mean these seven ewe-lambs which you have set by
themselves?' 30 And he said: ‘Because you! are to take these seven ewe-1ambs from my hand,
that it may serve me as testimony, that { dug this well.' 31 Therefore that piace was called Beer-
sheva; because there the two of them took'an oath. 32 And they entered into acovenant at
Beer-sheva; and Avimelech rose up, and Phicol the captain of his host, and they returned to the
land of the Philistines. 33 And Avraham planted a tamarisk-tree in Beer-sheva, and called there
on the name of Hashem, God of the universe. 34 And Avraharni sojourned in the land of the
Philistines many days.
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li. A Son’s Course Correction?

1 719 N'UA
PNY' DR TYID 013X ONTAN [T PNy’ NTn a7a (oY)
19 And these are the generations of Yitzchak, Avraham's son: Avraham begot Yitzchak.
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26 Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath his friend, and Phicot the captain of
his host. 27 And Isaac said unto them: '"Wherefore are ye come unto me, seeing ye hate me, and
have sent me away from you?' 28 And they said: 'We saw plainly that the LORD was with thee;
and we said: Let there now be an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us make a
covenant with thee; 29 that thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not touched thee, and as we
have done unto thee nothing but good, and have sent thee away in peace; thou art now the
blessed of the LORD.' 30 And he made them a feast, and they did eat and drink. 31 And they
rose up betimes in the mbrning, and swore one to another; and Isaac sent them away, and t_hey

departed from him in peace.







