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Why Jews Make News

The Pardes Project
Vofume 1 Number 4
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Many of the topics included in the Pordes eurriculum
are far-reaching and have broed romifications. The
intent of Pardes is to promote sensitivily ond spiritual
growth threugh exposure to a variely of Torah sources.
It is not within the pervue of Pardes fo orrive at conclu-
sions relevant fo decisions of Halacha. Please consuit
your Rabbi for personal decisions.

e

One Thousand Homes of Dialogue

Why Jews Make News

Point to Ponder

T HE JEWISH PEOPLE PRESENT A UNIQUE
PHENOMENON.

One would expect the amount a particular group,
race or re}igion to appearin the press, receive N ohel
awards and generaﬂy be visible to the world popu-
lation to be in proportion with their size as a people.
Statistically, however, with Jews this is not the case.

How can we explain the disproportionate amount
of attention the State of Israel, the Jewish busi-

nessman and the general ngislz culture receive?

Wky do Jews make news?

The Pardes Projsct
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It is customary to recite the ﬂ)ﬂowing prayer
before entering into a Torah discussion:
{Shulchan Aruch G.H. 110)

ay it be Your spbx " Jaabp g

will, Hashem s xbpr gimn spbr

my G-d and N1 s by nbps a4
G-d of my fathers, that ey mbi 4293 Yo
You illuminate my eyes Y1 apix K91 M3
with the ].lg}r!: of your To- AP S K91 e Kpb
rah and that Yousave me  qppx a1 By XY KDY
Erom a]l El'hlﬂl])].i!lg }JIOCIZS N9 D WK Yy kY1
and errors, whether it be bt A A ey
in discussions of what is R
pro]:tibited and what is OIS YT PoR pen

pexmitted or in monetary T1IKDS ADFART Gy D4
matters, whether it be in D

any other Halachic deci-
sions or just in theoretical study. I pray that I do
not make any mistafzes, and if I do, my stutly part-
ners should not take delight in them. I pray that
should not proclaim the impure pure or the pure
impure, the permi’cte& forbidden or the forhidden
permittecl. I pray that I should not derive joy from
the errors of my s’cucly partner. Open my eyes and
allow me to see the wonders of Your Torah becanse
it is from G-d that all wisdom comes forth, it is
from His mouth that I will acquire wisdom and
un&erstanding. Amen.
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Points for Study

Twenty-two hundred years ago a great rabbi,
Shimon ben Shetach, bought a mule. He brought
the mule home, and his students discovered a valu-
able gem hanging around its neck. All those around
him rejoiced at the rabbi’s good fortune. God has
answered his prayers! Shimon ben Shetach took
the jewel and went immediately back to the mer-
chant to return the jewel. The merchant looked at
him with amazement and proclaimecl with misery,
“Tt is cleady your jewel — you bought the mule.”
The xabbi argued and said, “No, it is yours ~
bought a mule, I didn't buy a jewel.” Upon hear-
ing the words of the ra])}:i, the merchant exclaune&,
“Blessed be the God of Shimon ben Shetach!”

Midrash Dvorim Raba 3:5
Source, pg. 11

E Abraham asked G-d; Why is it necessary for

me to move from pla.ce to place, community to

community? G-d said. Consider yourself as 2 box

of fragrant spices. If it stands in one place it ex-

udes no fragrance. If it moves from place to place
its ﬁagrance £lls the aic.

Midrash Roba Lech Lecho 39:2

Source, pg. 12

The Pardes Project
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BA’: forty years old, Abraham discovered his Cre-
ator. He hegan to debate God and bring proof of
His existence to all who lived around him. When
he won the debates, the King decreed to kill him,
but a miracle happened and he was saved, and he
went to Haran. It was there he began to teach the
entire world about the existence of God and the
importance of worshipping Him. He traveled from
city to city until he came to the land of Canaan.
Thousands of people seeked out his wisdom and
learned about God. These people are referred to as
the ‘House of Abraham’. Abraham taught every-
thing to his son, Isaac, who in tum taught it to his
son, Jacob. They each taught their generation and
all of the world.
Maimonides, Avedu Zora, ch.1, para, 3
Source, pg. 13

HIt was the beginning of the 20th century. Jews
en masse traveled to visit the famous sage, Leo
Tolstoy; to search for a wisdom for life and guid-
ance for the future. Amongst them was a young
lady. When she stood before Tolstoy, he asked her,
“What are you searching for?” She answered, “I
am searching for God.” The sagacious elder stood
hefore her and said, “Three thousand years ago,
your nation gave the entire wordd God. Now you
come to me to search for Him?!”

From the book—L"Maala Min HaShemesh

One Thousand Homes of Dialogue

Why Jews Make News

E ...J will insist that the Hebrews have done more

to civilize men than any other nation. If [ were an
atheist and believed in blind eternal fate, I should
still believe that fate had ordained the Jews to be
the most essential instrument for civi]izing the
nations. ...] believe that chance had ordered the
Jews to preserve and propagate to all mankind the
doctrine of a supreme, in’ce]ligen’c, wise almig]lty
sovereign of the universe, which I helieve to he the
great essential pxinciple ofall m_orality, and conse-
quently of all civilization...
From a letter written by John Adoms,
the second President of the United Stafes,
to EA. Van der Kemp {1808)

We are commanded to sa,ncti{y His name...We

o so by spreading our true belief in Him and his

teachings to the entire wotld, never {earing any

consequences...Our Sages tell us that it was for

this reason we were taken out of Egypt, in order to
sanctify His name in public.

Maimonides, Book of Mifzvas, Mitzvah ¢

Source, py. 14

F If the statistics are right, the Jews constitute
ut one percent of the human race. It sugdgests a
nebulous dim puﬂ of star dust lost in the blaze of
the Milky Way. Properly the Jew ought hardly to
be heard o£; but he is heard of, has alwa.ys been

The Pardes Project
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heard of. He is as prominent on the pla.ne’c as any
other people, and his commercial importance is
extravagantly out of proportion to the smallness of
his bulk. His contributions to the world’s list of
great names in literature, science, art, music, £
nance, merlicine, and abstruse Iearning, are also
way out of proportion to the weakness of his num-
hers. He has made a marvelous fight in this world,
in all the ages; and has done it with his hands tied
behind him. He could be vain of himself, and be

excused for it. The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and

the Persian rose, filled the planet with soind and
splendor, then faded to dream-stuff and passecl
away; the Greek and the Roman followed, and made
a vast noise, and they are gone; other peoples have
sprung up and held their torch high fora time, but
it burmed out . and they sit in twﬂigh’t now, ot have
vanished. The Jew saw them all, beat them all, and
ig now what he always was, exhibiting no decadence,
no infirmities of age, no wea]zening of his parts,
no slowing of his energies, no &u]ling of his alert
and aggressive mind. All ’chings are mortal but the
Jew; all other forces pass, but he remains. What is
the secret of his immortality?
From the article "Concerning the Jews”
(Harpers, 1899) in “The Complete Essays of
Mork Twain® {Doubleday, 1943}, pg. 249

One Thousand Homes of Dialogue
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g Rise, shine; for your light has come, and the
glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Because dark-
ness shall cover the earth and iis popu]atfan; but
the Lord shall shine upon yon, and His glory skall
be seen upon you. Nations shall walk in your light,
and kings shall walk in the ﬁﬂ'gﬁtness you shed...
fsaiah 60:1-3

Source, pg. 14

Sixty years ago, 2 man in Lithuania went to
the post office to ]:)uy some stamps. When he came
home, he realized that the postman had given him
too much change. He went to Rabbi Yaacov
Kaminetzky and asked whether he was entitled to
leeep the money. The rabbi told him to quiclzly run
to the post office and retwrn the money. A day
later, the rabbi was asked the same question by
another Jew and again by another. Finally, Reb
Yaacov went to the postmaster and l:egan to lec-
ture him. He said, “You are obviously trying to
trick the Jews into not returning the money. [t will
never happen, we are guided by the Torah.”

A few years later, during the Nazi occupation, the
postman was promoted to hjg]:ler authority and was
responsible for saving and hiding hundreds of Jews.
When asked about his behavior, he said the Jews
area good people and referred to the overpayment
in the post-o£Eice.

The Pardes Project
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A Final Thought

HEN COD CREATED THE WORLD, HE
created the Jews to be different. “You
e a nation of priests, a holy nation” {Exo-

dus 19:6).

A priest is one who sets standards, who teaches the
world how to behave. A priest must be center stage
in order to do his job. For God’s plan to be suc-
cessful, He had to place us in the spotlight of cre-
ation. We are not only the focal point of the world,
which is demonstrated by the tremendous atten-
tion given the Jewish people and the State of Israel
in the media, but we are in fact the hub of the
wheel. One slight turn on our part will effect the
world.

The main purpose of being the nerve center of civi-
lization is, of course, to teach the world good. And
that we did. 3,000 years ago the Jews taught the
world about basic morals. Do not musder, steal,
covet or lie. These virtues are today universa,ﬂy
acqepi:ed as self evident. These universaﬂy accepterl
morals oziginated when a fraction of the world
popula‘cion acceptecl these principles in a wilder-
ness. What we do today, positive or negative, will
not only he dispropor’cionately noticed but will ef-
fect the entire world in which we live and all of the
future as it unfolds.
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H Maimonides, Avoda Zora chap. 1, pora. 3
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n Maimanides, Book of Mitzvos, Mitzvah 9
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