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The Bible and the Talmud in the Light of Modern Archaeological
Discovery

1. [ Samuel 13:19-23:
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19 No smith was to be found in all the land of Israel, for the
Philistines were afraid that the Hebrews would make swords or
spears. 2 So all the Israelites had to go down to the Philistines
to have their plowshares, their mattocks, axes, and colters’ sharp-
ened. 2 P NI AN for plowshares,
mattocks, three-pronged forks, and axes, and for setting the
goads. 22 Thus on the day of the battle, no sword or spear was to
be found in the possession of any of the troops with Saul and
Jonathan; only Saul and Jonathan had them.

23 Now the Philistine garrison had marched out to the pass of '
Michmas.
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SWhoever sheds the blood of man,
By man shall his blood be shed;
For in His image

Did God make man.

Deuteronomy 24:16:
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" 16Parents shall not be put to death for children, nor
children be put to death for parents: a person shall be put
to death only for his own crime.

4. b. Shabbat 104a:
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7. Bar Kokhba Coin

84. /& large bronze. 132/133 C.E. 26.30 gr. 28/31 mm.

Obverse: . . |
Wreath tied at bottom, with leaves in groups of six ; above, a kind of medallion
closing wreath. Border of dots.

Legend within, in three lines: 3 Yoﬂ W e /D ——

X :ij (Shim’on Nasi of Israel).

/Xqwi
Reverse: .
Large amphora with ribbed body, two handles, and high base. Border of dots.
Legend, around from lower right: ¢ YW1 X/¥T/ xqx xjw
X x> nnk naw (Year One of the Redemption of Israel).

Bibliography: Narkiss, No. 87; Reifenberg, No. 190; Meshorer, No. 169; Hill, p. 303, Nos._
10-12.

8. Bar Kokhba Letter
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I ‘Shimeon to Yehudah bar Menashe to Qiryath ‘Arab(v)aya I  The letter of the ‘four kinds’ in
have sent to you two donkeys that you shall send Z"hl‘:h Bar Kokhba requests palm
-2 with them two men to Yehonathan bar Be‘ayan and to Masabala ranches, citrons, myrtles and

) willows — the ‘four kinds’ needed
in order that they shall pack for the fedst of Succoth — to be

3 and send to the camp, towards you, palm branches [lulavin] and  sent to him
citrons [ethrogin]. And you, from your place, send others

4 who will bring you myrtles [hadasin] and willows [aravin]. See
that they are tithed [literally: set in order] and send them to
the camip.

s (the request is made) since the army is big [in Aramaic: bdyl dy
‘okhlesa sgy]. Be well.’



9. Sifre on Deuteronomy 6:8:

by

WP DX PTIDTW ATYPD RRY PR TP YR onnwpY ()

WK W3 RITW DR IVWPI N YT WD ORGSR D v 05
ATTWPI BRM PR TTWRI Ok onnwpy b mmbn wps kw1
DT Y MR XD DWW RO 0D 11 05 WD DR W R Y
DR ,IMWPD VT T WK PNAR MR owp 85w Dot awy awps
TIW3 DIRY MMITT WY TP WR 0D KW DK DR KT M b
W3 BIRY AOT IRY3Y 0D 1Y 05w e awps a xOw TN
TR Y jUws DrRY 0 DY AR M7 wyb mor om 1R B e

JITWRD NNDT WY PRI SRS or onaw ) b edn

Piska 35*

And thou shalt bind them (6:8): These (verses) are contained in the
phylacteries, while Spezk (Num. 15:38) is not contained in them.
Lest you should think that since Sanctify unto Me (Exod. 13:2) and
It shall be when the Lord shall bring thee (Exod. 13:11), which are not
recited daily, are contained in the phylacteries, Spezk, which is recited
daily, should certainly be contained in the phylacteries, the verse says
(explicitly), And thou shalt bind them, meaning that these are to be
‘contained in the phylacteries, while Spez£ is not to be contained in
them. Still, I might say that if Sanctify unto Me and It shall be when
the Lord shall bring thee, which are preceded by other commandments,
are contained in the phylacteries, should not the Ten Command-
ments, which are preceded by no other commandments, be contained
in the phylacteries? You might then say that this is a matter of
inference from the minor to the major: if Spezk, which is recited
daily, is not contained in the phylacteries, should not the Ten Com-

mandments, which are not recited daily, be likewise excluded from
the phylacteries? The answer is. that Sanctify unto Me and It shall be
when the Lovd shall bring thee would prove otherwise, for they are not
recited and yet are contained in the phylacteries, which would prove
that even though the Ten Commandments are not recited, they
should be contained in the phylacteries. Hence Scripture says, And
thou shalt bind them: these are to be “bound” in the phylacteries, but
the Ten Commandments are not to be so “bound.” -
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10. M. Menahot 10:3:
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How did they implement the reaping of the Omer? Court-
appointed agents went out on the eve of the festival® and tied
the standing stalks of grain into bundles, so that they could
easily be reaped. All the neighboring towns assembled there
so that the reaping could be done with great ostentation. When
darkness fell, the reaper called out to them: “Has the sun set?”
They reply: “Yes.” “Has the sun set?” They reply: “Yes.” “Shall
| reap with this sickle?” They reply: “Yes. “Shall | reap with this
sickle? "They reply: “Yes.” “Shall the cut stalks of grain be
placed into this basket?” They reply: “Yes.” “Shall the cut
stalks of grain be placed into this basket?” They reply: “Yes.”
When the reaping of the Omer falls on the Sabbath,* he calls
out to them: “On this Sabbath day?” They reply: “Yes.” “On this
Sabbath day?” They reply: “Yes.” “Shall | reap?” They reply:
“Yes.” “Shall | reap?” They reply: “Yes.” Three times he
repeats each question, and they reply “Yes” to each question.
Why such an ostentatious ceremony? Because of the
Boethusians who claimed that the reaping of the Omer does

not take place on the evening following the first day of the
Passover festival.*



11. The Dead Sea Psalms Scroll (11QPs?):
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11QPs* column xxvi1, lines 2-11
Line
And David, the son of Jesse, was wise, and a light like the light of the sun, and literate,
and discerning and perfect in all his ways before God and men.' And the Lord gave
him a discerning and enlightened spirit. And he wrote
3,600 psalms; and songs to sing before the altar over the whole-burnt
perpetual offering every day, for all the days of the year, 364;F
and for the offering of the Sabbaths, 52 songs;® and for the offering of the New
Moor;s and for all the Solemn Assemblies and for the Day of Atonement, 30 songs.
And all the songs that he composed were 446, and songs
.o for making music over the stricken, 4. And the total was 4,050.
All these he composed through prophecy which was given him from before the-Most High.
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