
While on a break during a major convention 
of many Gedolei Torah in St. Petersberg, the 

Rabbonim were talking in learning.

The Beis HaLevi presented the tzibbur with an 
absolutely astonishing Kasha.

The Beis HaLevi was surprised that R’ Yitzchak Blazer 
was sitting on the side quietly without joining the 

pilpul. He raised his hand to silence the crowd.

The Beis HaLevi put forth an amazing Pshat, and 
then took it in another direction to explain 

what his son Chaim had answered. Everyone was 
astounded at both answers.

At first the tzibbur of Geonim sat quietly, 
grasping the perplexity of the Kasha, and 
then all at once everyone began offering 
suggestions and possible answers that 
were knocked down one after another.

After the convention the Beis HaLevi went 
home a bit disturbed.

The Beis HaLevi had an interesting idea 
that might clarify what had happened.

The Beis HaLevi read over the index of 
topics and was shocked by what he saw...

Rabbosai, I 
came up with one 

answer, and my son 
Chaim came up with 

another...

Did you notice 
that during the 
entire debate, R’ 
Yitzchak Blazer 
didn’t comment?

Yes. I 
wonder why. 

It’s well known 
that his brilliance 

is equal to his 
tzidkus!

Tosfos 
in Yevomos 

Daf...
but then how 
would you 
explain....

The Ran in 
Nedorim has a 

sevorah...
however, 

that is not 
applicable 

here...

Rabbosai, my 
son, Chaim, asked 
me an interesting 

question...

Chaim, can you 
please get me the 

Pri Yitzchak?
Yes, that’s 

the Sefer that R’ 
Yitzchak Blazer 

wrote.

Indeed, I’d 
like to review 

his work.

Chaim! R’ Yitzchak 
Blazer asked our Kasha in his 

sefer! Then he gave both my answer 
and yours! My son, his tzidkus and 

humility is even greater than his 
brilliance!
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 ,was born in Kinov (Ostrovtze region) ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבִיגְדוֹר נָחוּם
Poland, to ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִצְחָק דָן, the Strikover Rebbe, and  רוֹיזָא
ר׳  ,He was raised by his grandfather .הי״ד Landau בּײֵלָא

 ר׳ מֵאִיר שַפִירָא זַצַ״ל At age 13, he passed the farher from .אֱלִימֶלֶךְ מְנַחֵם מעֶנדל
and was accepted in the famed יְשִיבַת חַכְמֵי לוּבּלִין. During WWII he fled to 
Lodz, Warsaw, Baranowitz, and Vilna before escaping to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל in 1941 
along with his רֶבִּי, the Brisker Rav. He married a great-granddaughter of the 
יְשִיבַת קוֹל יַעֲקֹב  in 1946. In his later years, he established גוּר of חִדּוּשֵי הָרִי״ם
 He was a recognized insightful leader and was a  .בְּנֵי בְּרַק in סטרִיקוֹב
member of the מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתּוֹרָה, His גְאוֹנִיּוּת in תּוֹרָה and חֶסֶד was only 
matched by his unusual  humility and עֲבוֹדַת ד׳.  

 ט״ו  אלול
5677 – 5761 
1917 – 2001 

  On ה  the young chassidishe ,(1939) ת״ש of חֲנכָֻּ
חוּר ם אַבִיגְדוֹר נָּחוּם ,בָּ הָּ  Landau arrived in אַבְרָּ
Vilna. He went to the Brisker ב  R' Velvel) רָּ
 and requested to join his small (גרִי״ז -
 גְרִי״ז To everyone’s surprise, the .שִעוּר
gave an enthusiastic "yes". After the חוּר  בָּ
left, he explained that he had seen the 
boy as a youth and was very impressed.  ר׳
ם אַבִיגְדוֹר נָּחוּם הָּ  remained close to the אַבְרָּ
ב all his life. On the Brisker גְרִי״ז  ,s last day’רָּ
only his sons and his two closest לְמִידִים  were allowed תַּ
to see him: R' Shach and the אַדְמוֹ״ר of Strikov. 
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יֶה  לָךְ     לֵמָה  וָצֶדֶק  יִהְׁ ךָ עֲמָלֵק  …  אֶבֶן  שְׁ … זָכוֹר  אֵת  אֲשֶר  עָשָה  לְׁ  
 A perfect and honest weight shall you have in your 
possession … Remember what עֲמָלֵק  did to you … (בָרִים כה:טו, יז  (דְׁ
 What does the וָה  of not possessing dishonest weights and מִצְׁ
measures have to do with the וָה  ?עֲמָלֵק of remembering מִצְׁ
 admonition, regarding ,לַאו comments about why the רַשִ״י 
owning false weights and the עֲשֵה, positive commandment, of 
remembering what עֲמָלֵק did to us, were placed right next to each 
other. רַשִ״י explains that a person who is not honest, does not have 
integrity in the marketplace and is not afraid to cheat his fellow man, 
should be very concerned that a day will come when he may have to 
deal with being the subject of a possible reprisal of עֲמָלֵק.  
 Horav Simcha Bunim Sofer זַצַ״ל offers an insight to explain 
נָה The ?עֲמָלֵק s comment. What occurred during the war with’רַשִ״י  מִשְׁ
in (ג:ח) ראֹש הַשָנָה quotes the מוֹת י״ז:י״א) פָסוּק הָיָה כַאֲשֶר יָרִים מֹשֶה  :(שְׁ וְׁ

רָאֵל  גָבַר יִשְׁ …יָדוֹ וְׁ  — It happened that when מֹשֶה raised his hands,  נֵי בְׁ
רָאֵל רָאֵל were stronger … The war turned in יִשְׁ לַל יִשְׁ  מֹשֶה s favor when’כְׁ
raised his hands and רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  .looked at the direction of his hands כְׁ
The נָה חָמָה? :then explains מִשְׁ רוֹת מִלְׁ חָמָה אוֹ שוֹבְׁ כִי יָדָיו שֶל מֹשֶה עוֹשוֹת מִלְׁ  וְׁ
— Was it מֹשֶה’s hands that won the battle or lost the battle? —   אֶלָא

דִין אֶת לִבָם לַאֲבִיהֶם  בְׁ שַעְׁ לָה וּמְׁ לַפֵי מַעְׁ לִים כְׁ תַכְׁ רָאֵל מִסְׁ מַן שֶהָיוּ יִשְׁ לוֹמַר לָךְ: כָל זְׁ
רָאֵל teaches you: As long as [תוֹרָה the] Rather — שֶבַשָמַיִם, נֵי יִשְׁ  looked בְׁ

heavenward and subjected their heart to their Father in Heaven,  ּהָיו
רִים, גַבְׁ לִין. — ;they would prevail — מִתְׁ אִם לַאו, הָיוּ נוֹפְׁ  but when they — וְׁ
did not, they would fail. חֲזַ״ל are teaching us that מֹשֶה’s hands raised 
towards Heaven were not the cause of רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  s triumph; rather, it’כְׁ
was the people’s ability to subjugate their minds and hearts to the 
service of ה׳ which was the determining factor in their success. 
 The physical strength of רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  did not determine that כְׁ
they would win or lose the war. עֲמָלֵק’s war against רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  כְׁ
symbolizes our ability to withstand all outside influences in order to 
focus upon the real source of our salvation — עֲמָלֵק .ה׳ came and 
attacked רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  with the sole intention to try to extinguish our כְׁ
belief in עֲמָלֵק .ה׳ wanted רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  to believe that only with cunning כְׁ
military tactics can one win a war. עֲמָלֵק failed. 
 The same is also true in business. A rich man’s success is not 
a proof of his talent. One must believe that ה׳ is the source of his 
wealth. ה׳ determines how much each person needs. One who lacks 
 trust and faith in Hashem, may believe that he built ,בִטָחוֹן and אֱמוּנָה
his wealth by his own skills. This thought can lead a person to think 
that it is possible to add to his own riches by cheating his neighbor in 
business. Such a person has allowed himself to fall into the hands of 
 !עֲמָלֵק

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

שׁוֹר וּבַחֲמֹר בָרִים כב:י(… לאֹ תַחֲרֹשׁ בְּ )דְּ  
 You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey ... 
 There are several interesting reasons for this אִסּוּר, 
prohibition, given by the רִאשׁוֹנִים. The קֵנִים מִבַעַלֵי הַתּוֹסָפוֹת  writes דַעַת זְּ
that an ox chews its cud and a donkey does not chew its cud. When 
they would be working side by side, the donkey would be greatly 
pained by the fact that it can hear the ox eating food as they worked.  
 The ְחִנּוּך writes that the reasoning behind this וָה  is that is מִצְּ
very painful for animals to be working together in such close 
proximity. He writes, לָעוֹפוֹת הֵמוֹת וְּ מִינֵי הַבְּ יֵשׁ לְּ יָדוּעַ שֶׁׁ דוֹלָה וְּ אָגָה גְּ כּוֹן  דְּ לִשְּׁ
לָאכָה ן מְּ כֵּן לַעֲשׁוֹת עִמָהֶׁ כָל שֶׁׁ אֵינָם מִינָן וְּ  it is a known fact, that ,עִם שֶׁׁ
animals and birds are greatly agitated [literally worry] dwelling 
together, and even more so, working together. 
 The תּוֹרָה is teaching us the most important lesson of being 
considerate for the mental feelings of an animal. According to the 
קֵנִים מִבַעַלֵי הַתּוֹסָפוֹת  it is the uncomfortable feelings of the ,דַעַת זְּ
donkey, who hears the chewing sounds while working together with 
the ox. The ְחִנּוּך is of the opinion that ד׳ is concerned about the pain 
of both animals. 
  If the תּוֹרָה is so concerned for the mental anguish of an 
animal imagine how much more so we have to be considerate for the 
mental pain and anguish of another person. This applies regardless of 
who he or she is, but the anguish is usually stronger for those closest 
to us. One must always be on guard to think about the anguish of 
parents, close family or friends and try to minimize any mental 
anguish.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Rabbi Twerski’s father, R' Yaakov Yisroel Twerski, was the 
Hornisteipler Rebbe of Milwaukee. 
 Two months before his טִירָה  R'Yaakov Yisroel was ,פְּ
diagnosed with a serious form of pancreatic cancer. From the Rebbe’s 

50 years of experience visiting sick patients, he realized that his end 
was near. He summoned his son, Rabbi Dr. Twersky (who is a medical 
doctor), to discuss his options. 
 “The doctors want to give me chemotherapy,” R' Yaakov 
Yisroel said. “It is not going to work, is it?” 
 The son nodded in agreement; based on his medical 
knowledge, his father had already suffered irreversible damage. 
 “I am going to suffer terribly from chemotherapy, right?” 
asked the Rebbe. 
 Rabbi Twerski nodded again. 
 “It is not worthwhile to go through it,” concluded the 
Rebbe. “It is not going to help, and I will suffer. I am going to inform 
the doctors that I do not want chemotherapy.” 
 Painful as it was to confirm his father’s analysis, Rabbi 
Twerski had to agree that it was the right move. 
 Just then, Rebbetzin Twerski entered the room. She had 
been discussing R' Yaakov Yisroel’s case with a doctor, and she came 
to tell her husband, “I want you to have the chemotherapy.” 
 When his wife left the room, the Hornisteipler Rebbe 
turned to his son and said, “We both know that the chemotherapy 
will not help. We both know that I am going to suffer from it. 
However, if I do not go through it, your mother will never forgive 
herself. She will always think to herself, ‘I should have insisted that he 
have chemotherapy. I’m sure he would have lived longer.’ 
 “I do not want your mother to suffer from such guilt, so I 
will go through the pain of chemotherapy,” R' Yaakov Yisroel 
concluded. 
  Although the Hornisteipler’s behavior may be way beyond 
our level, it helps give us a proper perspective on how important it is 
to be concerned about someone else’s feeling. 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
 אֶלווּל

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

ו׳ -חלק א׳ פרק ז׳:ה׳ -ספר אהבת חסד   
*As mentioned last week, one cannot give away any utensil that is used 
in the preparation of food as a כּוֹן  collateral. If a lender takes five ,מַשְׁ
food preparation utensils from a borrower as a כּוֹן  עוֹבֵר then he is ,מַשְׁ
the אִסּוּר five times. Even if the borrower has five of the same utensil, 
there is a separate אִסּוּר each time the same type of item is used as a 
כּוֹן  ,However, if the borrower never uses four out of the five items .מַשְׁ
then he is permitted to bring these items out of his home as a כּוֹן  מַשְׁ
and hand them over to the לִיחַ בֵית דִין  .שְׁ
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
It is interesting to note that הֲלָכוֹת of a כּוֹן  .are the same both for a rich or poor man מַשְׁ
Therefore, even a wealthy person who is borrowing money that has many of the same 
food item or machinery, cannot bring them out of his home to use  them as a כּוֹן  ,מַשְׁ
unless they are never used and are completely extra. 

• The person who serves as the לִיחַ צִבּוּר  for the recitation שְׁ
of לִיחוֹת  should preferably meet the same סְׁ
requirements / qualifications as those of the לִיחַ צִבּוּר  שְׁ

who serves on נָׁה כִפּוּר יוֹם and ראֹש הַשָׁ . 
• It is proper that the person who is a לִיחַ צִבּוּר לִיחוֹת for שְׁ  סְׁ

should try to understand the words he is saying. 

1. In connection with the מִצְוָה of שִכְחָה, the פָסוּק says  ָלְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך
 ?say you will be blessed חֲזַ״ל What is another similar way .וגו׳

2. What will you have plenty of if your weights and measures are 
exact? 

1. If a person loses a sum of money in the street and the money is found by an עָנִי, 
poor person, then, since the poor person has had some gain, the loser will, in 
turn, receive a blessing (ָ24:19 — ד״ה לְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך). 

2. Weights and measures. The פָסוּק writes the same four words doubled. רַשִ״י 
explains: you will be blessed with double weights (25:15 — ד״ה אֶבֶן שְלֵמָה). 

1. In connection with the מִצְוָה of שִכְחָה, the פָסוּק says  ָלְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך
 ?say you will be blessed חֲזַ״ל What is another similar way .וגו׳

2. What will you have plenty of if your weights and measures are 
exact? 

1. If a person loses a sum of money in the street and the money is found by an עָנִי, 
poor person, then, since the poor person has had some gain, the loser will, in 
turn, receive a blessing (ָ24:19 — ד״ה לְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך). 

2. Weights and measures. The פָסוּק writes the same four words doubled. רַשִ״י 
explains: you will be blessed with double weights (25:15 — ד״ה אֶבֶן שְלֵמָה). 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

For many years, the Strikover Rebbe, ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבִיגְדוֹר נָחוּם 
Landau זַצַ״ל, traveled by bus, refusing to be driven by car. 
Even in his later years, he would insist on taking the bus from 
 objected that buses were not חָסִיד When a .יְרוּשָלַיִם to בְנֵי בְרַק
respectable, the Rebbe smiled and said, “ אוֹיב אִיר װאָלט מעֶסטן
 דִי גרײֵס פוּן מײַן װאָגן, אִיךְ מוּזן זײַן דִי גרעֶסטעֶ רֶבִי אַרוּם אוּן אַרוּם!
— If you would measure the size of my vehicle [a bus, lit: a 
wagon], I must be the greatest Rebbe around!” 

Source: Based on article in Hamodia 

Dear  לְמִיד  ,תַּ
ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבִיגְדוֹר נָחוּם  
״ל צַּ  the Strikover Rebbe, lived ,זַּ
his whole life with a burning 
sense of truth. He despised every 
form of untruth, publicity or 
flattery, teaching his חֲסִידִים to be 
truthful and to flee from pride. 
For instance: in public, he would 
remove his Spodik (tall fur hat) so 
as not to stand out. Most of his 
life he wore a regular two-piece 
suit instead of the usual Bekishe 
(long coat). He also never allowed 
anyone to serve him or be his 
אי בַּ  helper. If someone knocked ,גַּ
on his front door, he would 
personally go open the door. He 
would immediately pick up and 
answer phone calls 
 However, when it came 
to davening the Rebbe seemed a 
different person. In every תְפִלָה, 
he would publically show his 
ת ד׳  He would turn his eyes .עֲבוֹדַּ
upward and recite every word of 
davening loud and clear, like it 
says in הֲלָכָה. R' Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach ״ל צַּ  once commented זַּ
that he didn't know how the 
Admor of Strikov derived the 
 strength, to daven with ,כּוֹחוֹת
such intensity. Each and every 
daily תְפִלָה or בְרָכָה he recited 

seemed like a "first”. 
 On a בִקוּר חוֹלִים visit to 
someone in the hospital, the 
Rebbe passed the waiting room 
adjoining the operating theater. 
He stopped there and spent the 
next few minutes engrossed in 
heartfelt, tearful תְפִלָה. Seeing his 
companion’s puzzled expression, 
he explained, "Of all places, this 
room is surely the one where 
 ,are recited in sincerity תְפִלוֹת
with tears and וָנוֹת  Anyone in .כַּּ
this anteroom who is waiting for 
a close relative's operation to 
finish, surely davens from the 
depths of his heart. In such an 
 I too wish to add ,מָקוֹם קָדוֹשׁ
my תְפִלוֹת!" 
 My לְמִיד  is it any ,תַּ
wonder that the Rebbe’s בְרָכוֹת 
were famous and sought after, 
not only by his ד׳ ?חֲסִידִים 
answers every תְפִלָה that is 
sincere, ר יִקְרָאֻהוּ …קָרוֹב ד׳ לְכֹל אֲשֶׁׁ
ת אֱמֶׁ  is close…to all who call ד׳ ,בֶׁ
upon Him with sincerity ( תְהִלִים
 With the background of .(קמה:יח
the Rebbe’s humility and his 
sensitivity to pure truth, the 
sincerity of the Rebbe’s תְפִלוֹת 
was unquestionable! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ! 
בִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶׁ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

Understanding
Davening

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

Learning Program
Erev Shabbos

הִלִים כ״ז) … לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
…לְךְ אָמַר לִבִי בַקְשוּ פָנָי   — In Your behalf, 

my heart has said, “Seek My Presence”?  
 s Presence is very’ה׳ is a month when אֶלוּל
close. He is constantly sending us 
messages to change our ways. This idea is 
hinted in the beginning letters of the סוּק  פָּ
ילִ דוֹדִי וְ דוֹדִי לְ נִי א   — , I am to my Beloved’s 
and my Beloved is mine, (שִיר הַשִירִים ו:ג) 
which spell the word רַשִ״י .אֶלוּל translates 
this idea to in ְוִד הַמֶלֶך ךָ ;s words’דָּ  As — לְּ
Your messenger, מַר לִבִי  My heart tells — אָּ
me. You are sending ה שוּבָּ  messages to תְּ
my heart; You are talking to me and You 
are making me think, י נָּ שוּ פָּ  Seek My“ ,בַקְּ
Presence!” ְוִד הַמֶלֶך נֶיךָ ה׳  continues דָּ אֶת פָּ
ש  do I seek! I am ה׳ Your Presence - אֲבַקֵּ
hearing Your messages and I seek to do 
ה שוּבָּ  !תְּ

Loving Others

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

שׁוֹר וּבַחֲמֹר בָרִים כב:י(… לאֹ תַחֲרֹשׁ בְּ )דְּ  
 You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey ... 
 There are several interesting reasons for this אִסּוּר, 
prohibition, given by the רִאשׁוֹנִים. The קֵנִים מִבַעַלֵי הַתּוֹסָפוֹת  writes דַעַת זְּ
that an ox chews its cud and a donkey does not chew its cud. When 
they would be working side by side, the donkey would be greatly 
pained by the fact that it can hear the ox eating food as they worked.  
 The ְחִנּוּך writes that the reasoning behind this וָה  is that is מִצְּ
very painful for animals to be working together in such close 
proximity. He writes, לָעוֹפוֹת הֵמוֹת וְּ מִינֵי הַבְּ יֵשׁ לְּ יָדוּעַ שֶׁׁ דוֹלָה וְּ אָגָה גְּ כּוֹן  דְּ לִשְּׁ
לָאכָה ן מְּ כֵּן לַעֲשׁוֹת עִמָהֶׁ כָל שֶׁׁ אֵינָם מִינָן וְּ  it is a known fact, that ,עִם שֶׁׁ
animals and birds are greatly agitated [literally worry] dwelling 
together, and even more so, working together. 
 The תּוֹרָה is teaching us the most important lesson of being 
considerate for the mental feelings of an animal. According to the 
קֵנִים מִבַעַלֵי הַתּוֹסָפוֹת  it is the uncomfortable feelings of the ,דַעַת זְּ
donkey, who hears the chewing sounds while working together with 
the ox. The ְחִנּוּך is of the opinion that ד׳ is concerned about the pain 
of both animals. 
  If the תּוֹרָה is so concerned for the mental anguish of an 
animal imagine how much more so we have to be considerate for the 
mental pain and anguish of another person. This applies regardless of 
who he or she is, but the anguish is usually stronger for those closest 
to us. One must always be on guard to think about the anguish of 
parents, close family or friends and try to minimize any mental 
anguish.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Rabbi Twerski’s father, R' Yaakov Yisroel Twerski, was the 
Hornisteipler Rebbe of Milwaukee. 
 Two months before his טִירָה  R'Yaakov Yisroel was ,פְּ
diagnosed with a serious form of pancreatic cancer. From the Rebbe’s 

50 years of experience visiting sick patients, he realized that his end 
was near. He summoned his son, Rabbi Dr. Twersky (who is a medical 
doctor), to discuss his options. 
 “The doctors want to give me chemotherapy,” R' Yaakov 
Yisroel said. “It is not going to work, is it?” 
 The son nodded in agreement; based on his medical 
knowledge, his father had already suffered irreversible damage. 
 “I am going to suffer terribly from chemotherapy, right?” 
asked the Rebbe. 
 Rabbi Twerski nodded again. 
 “It is not worthwhile to go through it,” concluded the 
Rebbe. “It is not going to help, and I will suffer. I am going to inform 
the doctors that I do not want chemotherapy.” 
 Painful as it was to confirm his father’s analysis, Rabbi 
Twerski had to agree that it was the right move. 
 Just then, Rebbetzin Twerski entered the room. She had 
been discussing R' Yaakov Yisroel’s case with a doctor, and she came 
to tell her husband, “I want you to have the chemotherapy.” 
 When his wife left the room, the Hornisteipler Rebbe 
turned to his son and said, “We both know that the chemotherapy 
will not help. We both know that I am going to suffer from it. 
However, if I do not go through it, your mother will never forgive 
herself. She will always think to herself, ‘I should have insisted that he 
have chemotherapy. I’m sure he would have lived longer.’ 
 “I do not want your mother to suffer from such guilt, so I 
will go through the pain of chemotherapy,” R' Yaakov Yisroel 
concluded. 
  Although the Hornisteipler’s behavior may be way beyond 
our level, it helps give us a proper perspective on how important it is 
to be concerned about someone else’s feeling. 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
 אֶלווּל

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

ו׳ -חלק א׳ פרק ז׳:ה׳ -ספר אהבת חסד   
*As mentioned last week, one cannot give away any utensil that is used 
in the preparation of food as a כּוֹן  collateral. If a lender takes five ,מַשְׁ
food preparation utensils from a borrower as a כּוֹן  עוֹבֵר then he is ,מַשְׁ
the אִסּוּר five times. Even if the borrower has five of the same utensil, 
there is a separate אִסּוּר each time the same type of item is used as a 
כּוֹן  ,However, if the borrower never uses four out of the five items .מַשְׁ
then he is permitted to bring these items out of his home as a כּוֹן  מַשְׁ
and hand them over to the לִיחַ בֵית דִין  .שְׁ
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
It is interesting to note that הֲלָכוֹת of a כּוֹן  .are the same both for a rich or poor man מַשְׁ
Therefore, even a wealthy person who is borrowing money that has many of the same 
food item or machinery, cannot bring them out of his home to use  them as a כּוֹן  ,מַשְׁ
unless they are never used and are completely extra. 

• The person who serves as the לִיחַ צִבּוּר  for the recitation שְׁ
of לִיחוֹת  should preferably meet the same סְׁ
requirements / qualifications as those of the לִיחַ צִבּוּר  שְׁ

who serves on נָׁה כִפּוּר יוֹם and ראֹש הַשָׁ . 
• It is proper that the person who is a לִיחַ צִבּוּר לִיחוֹת for שְׁ  סְׁ

should try to understand the words he is saying. 

1. In connection with the מִצְוָה of שִכְחָה, the פָסוּק says  ָלְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך
 ?say you will be blessed חֲזַ״ל What is another similar way .וגו׳

2. What will you have plenty of if your weights and measures are 
exact? 

1. If a person loses a sum of money in the street and the money is found by an עָנִי, 
poor person, then, since the poor person has had some gain, the loser will, in 
turn, receive a blessing (ָ24:19 — ד״ה לְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך). 

2. Weights and measures. The פָסוּק writes the same four words doubled. רַשִ״י 
explains: you will be blessed with double weights (25:15 — ד״ה אֶבֶן שְלֵמָה). 

1. In connection with the מִצְוָה of שִכְחָה, the פָסוּק says  ָלְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך
 ?say you will be blessed חֲזַ״ל What is another similar way .וגו׳

2. What will you have plenty of if your weights and measures are 
exact? 

1. If a person loses a sum of money in the street and the money is found by an עָנִי, 
poor person, then, since the poor person has had some gain, the loser will, in 
turn, receive a blessing (ָ24:19 — ד״ה לְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך). 

2. Weights and measures. The פָסוּק writes the same four words doubled. רַשִ״י 
explains: you will be blessed with double weights (25:15 — ד״ה אֶבֶן שְלֵמָה). 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

For many years, the Strikover Rebbe, ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבִיגְדוֹר נָחוּם 
Landau זַצַ״ל, traveled by bus, refusing to be driven by car. 
Even in his later years, he would insist on taking the bus from 
 objected that buses were not חָסִיד When a .יְרוּשָלַיִם to בְנֵי בְרַק
respectable, the Rebbe smiled and said, “ אוֹיב אִיר װאָלט מעֶסטן
 דִי גרײֵס פוּן מײַן װאָגן, אִיךְ מוּזן זײַן דִי גרעֶסטעֶ רֶבִי אַרוּם אוּן אַרוּם!
— If you would measure the size of my vehicle [a bus, lit: a 
wagon], I must be the greatest Rebbe around!” 

Source: Based on article in Hamodia 

Dear  לְמִיד  ,תַּ
ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבִיגְדוֹר נָחוּם  
״ל צַּ  the Strikover Rebbe, lived ,זַּ
his whole life with a burning 
sense of truth. He despised every 
form of untruth, publicity or 
flattery, teaching his חֲסִידִים to be 
truthful and to flee from pride. 
For instance: in public, he would 
remove his Spodik (tall fur hat) so 
as not to stand out. Most of his 
life he wore a regular two-piece 
suit instead of the usual Bekishe 
(long coat). He also never allowed 
anyone to serve him or be his 
אי בַּ  helper. If someone knocked ,גַּ
on his front door, he would 
personally go open the door. He 
would immediately pick up and 
answer phone calls 
 However, when it came 
to davening the Rebbe seemed a 
different person. In every תְפִלָה, 
he would publically show his 
ת ד׳  He would turn his eyes .עֲבוֹדַּ
upward and recite every word of 
davening loud and clear, like it 
says in הֲלָכָה. R' Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach ״ל צַּ  once commented זַּ
that he didn't know how the 
Admor of Strikov derived the 
 strength, to daven with ,כּוֹחוֹת
such intensity. Each and every 
daily תְפִלָה or בְרָכָה he recited 

seemed like a "first”. 
 On a בִקוּר חוֹלִים visit to 
someone in the hospital, the 
Rebbe passed the waiting room 
adjoining the operating theater. 
He stopped there and spent the 
next few minutes engrossed in 
heartfelt, tearful תְפִלָה. Seeing his 
companion’s puzzled expression, 
he explained, "Of all places, this 
room is surely the one where 
 ,are recited in sincerity תְפִלוֹת
with tears and וָנוֹת  Anyone in .כַּּ
this anteroom who is waiting for 
a close relative's operation to 
finish, surely davens from the 
depths of his heart. In such an 
 I too wish to add ,מָקוֹם קָדוֹשׁ
my תְפִלוֹת!" 
 My לְמִיד  is it any ,תַּ
wonder that the Rebbe’s בְרָכוֹת 
were famous and sought after, 
not only by his ד׳ ?חֲסִידִים 
answers every תְפִלָה that is 
sincere, ר יִקְרָאֻהוּ …קָרוֹב ד׳ לְכֹל אֲשֶׁׁ
ת אֱמֶׁ  is close…to all who call ד׳ ,בֶׁ
upon Him with sincerity ( תְהִלִים
 With the background of .(קמה:יח
the Rebbe’s humility and his 
sensitivity to pure truth, the 
sincerity of the Rebbe’s תְפִלוֹת 
was unquestionable! 
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 s Presence is very’ה׳ is a month when אֶלוּל
close. He is constantly sending us 
messages to change our ways. This idea is 
hinted in the beginning letters of the סוּק  פָּ
ילִ דוֹדִי וְ דוֹדִי לְ נִי א   — , I am to my Beloved’s 
and my Beloved is mine, (שִיר הַשִירִים ו:ג) 
which spell the word רַשִ״י .אֶלוּל translates 
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While on a break during a major convention 
of many Gedolei Torah in St. Petersberg, the 

Rabbonim were talking in learning.

The Beis HaLevi presented the tzibbur with an 
absolutely astonishing Kasha.

The Beis HaLevi was surprised that R’ Yitzchak Blazer 
was sitting on the side quietly without joining the 

pilpul. He raised his hand to silence the crowd.

The Beis HaLevi put forth an amazing Pshat, and 
then took it in another direction to explain 

what his son Chaim had answered. Everyone was 
astounded at both answers.

At first the tzibbur of Geonim sat quietly, 
grasping the perplexity of the Kasha, and 
then all at once everyone began offering 
suggestions and possible answers that 
were knocked down one after another.

After the convention the Beis HaLevi went 
home a bit disturbed.

The Beis HaLevi had an interesting idea 
that might clarify what had happened.

The Beis HaLevi read over the index of 
topics and was shocked by what he saw...

Rabbosai, I 
came up with one 

answer, and my son 
Chaim came up with 

another...

Did you notice 
that during the 
entire debate, R’ 
Yitzchak Blazer 
didn’t comment?

Yes. I 
wonder why. 

It’s well known 
that his brilliance 

is equal to his 
tzidkus!

Tosfos 
in Yevomos 

Daf...
but then how 
would you 
explain....

The Ran in 
Nedorim has a 

sevorah...
however, 

that is not 
applicable 

here...

Rabbosai, my 
son, Chaim, asked 
me an interesting 

question...

Chaim, can you 
please get me the 

Pri Yitzchak?
Yes, that’s 

the Sefer that R’ 
Yitzchak Blazer 

wrote.

Indeed, I’d 
like to review 

his work.

Chaim! R’ Yitzchak 
Blazer asked our Kasha in his 

sefer! Then he gave both my answer 
and yours! My son, his tzidkus and 

humility is even greater than his 
brilliance!
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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
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Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 ,was born in Kinov (Ostrovtze region) ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבִיגְדוֹר נָחוּם
Poland, to ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִצְחָק דָן, the Strikover Rebbe, and  רוֹיזָא
ר׳  ,He was raised by his grandfather .הי״ד Landau בּײֵלָא

 ר׳ מֵאִיר שַפִירָא זַצַ״ל At age 13, he passed the farher from .אֱלִימֶלֶךְ מְנַחֵם מעֶנדל
and was accepted in the famed יְשִיבַת חַכְמֵי לוּבּלִין. During WWII he fled to 
Lodz, Warsaw, Baranowitz, and Vilna before escaping to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל in 1941 
along with his רֶבִּי, the Brisker Rav. He married a great-granddaughter of the 
יְשִיבַת קוֹל יַעֲקֹב  in 1946. In his later years, he established גוּר of חִדּוּשֵי הָרִי״ם
 He was a recognized insightful leader and was a  .בְּנֵי בְּרַק in סטרִיקוֹב
member of the מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתּוֹרָה, His גְאוֹנִיּוּת in תּוֹרָה and חֶסֶד was only 
matched by his unusual  humility and עֲבוֹדַת ד׳.  

 ט״ו  אלול
5677 – 5761 
1917 – 2001 

  On ה  the young chassidishe ,(1939) ת״ש of חֲנכָֻּ
חוּר ם אַבִיגְדוֹר נָּחוּם ,בָּ הָּ  Landau arrived in אַבְרָּ
Vilna. He went to the Brisker ב  R' Velvel) רָּ
 and requested to join his small (גרִי״ז -
 גְרִי״ז To everyone’s surprise, the .שִעוּר
gave an enthusiastic "yes". After the חוּר  בָּ
left, he explained that he had seen the 
boy as a youth and was very impressed.  ר׳
ם אַבִיגְדוֹר נָּחוּם הָּ  remained close to the אַבְרָּ
ב all his life. On the Brisker גְרִי״ז  ,s last day’רָּ
only his sons and his two closest לְמִידִים  were allowed תַּ
to see him: R' Shach and the אַדְמוֹ״ר of Strikov. 
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יֶה  לָךְ     לֵמָה  וָצֶדֶק  יִהְׁ ךָ עֲמָלֵק  …  אֶבֶן  שְׁ … זָכוֹר  אֵת  אֲשֶר  עָשָה  לְׁ  
 A perfect and honest weight shall you have in your 
possession … Remember what עֲמָלֵק  did to you … (בָרִים כה:טו, יז  (דְׁ
 What does the וָה  of not possessing dishonest weights and מִצְׁ
measures have to do with the וָה  ?עֲמָלֵק of remembering מִצְׁ
 admonition, regarding ,לַאו comments about why the רַשִ״י 
owning false weights and the עֲשֵה, positive commandment, of 
remembering what עֲמָלֵק did to us, were placed right next to each 
other. רַשִ״י explains that a person who is not honest, does not have 
integrity in the marketplace and is not afraid to cheat his fellow man, 
should be very concerned that a day will come when he may have to 
deal with being the subject of a possible reprisal of עֲמָלֵק.  
 Horav Simcha Bunim Sofer זַצַ״ל offers an insight to explain 
נָה The ?עֲמָלֵק s comment. What occurred during the war with’רַשִ״י  מִשְׁ
in (ג:ח) ראֹש הַשָנָה quotes the מוֹת י״ז:י״א) פָסוּק הָיָה כַאֲשֶר יָרִים מֹשֶה  :(שְׁ וְׁ

רָאֵל  גָבַר יִשְׁ …יָדוֹ וְׁ  — It happened that when מֹשֶה raised his hands,  נֵי בְׁ
רָאֵל רָאֵל were stronger … The war turned in יִשְׁ לַל יִשְׁ  מֹשֶה s favor when’כְׁ
raised his hands and רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  .looked at the direction of his hands כְׁ
The נָה חָמָה? :then explains מִשְׁ רוֹת מִלְׁ חָמָה אוֹ שוֹבְׁ כִי יָדָיו שֶל מֹשֶה עוֹשוֹת מִלְׁ  וְׁ
— Was it מֹשֶה’s hands that won the battle or lost the battle? —   אֶלָא

דִין אֶת לִבָם לַאֲבִיהֶם  בְׁ שַעְׁ לָה וּמְׁ לַפֵי מַעְׁ לִים כְׁ תַכְׁ רָאֵל מִסְׁ מַן שֶהָיוּ יִשְׁ לוֹמַר לָךְ: כָל זְׁ
רָאֵל teaches you: As long as [תוֹרָה the] Rather — שֶבַשָמַיִם, נֵי יִשְׁ  looked בְׁ

heavenward and subjected their heart to their Father in Heaven,  ּהָיו
רִים, גַבְׁ לִין. — ;they would prevail — מִתְׁ אִם לַאו, הָיוּ נוֹפְׁ  but when they — וְׁ
did not, they would fail. חֲזַ״ל are teaching us that מֹשֶה’s hands raised 
towards Heaven were not the cause of רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  s triumph; rather, it’כְׁ
was the people’s ability to subjugate their minds and hearts to the 
service of ה׳ which was the determining factor in their success. 
 The physical strength of רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  did not determine that כְׁ
they would win or lose the war. עֲמָלֵק’s war against רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  כְׁ
symbolizes our ability to withstand all outside influences in order to 
focus upon the real source of our salvation — עֲמָלֵק .ה׳ came and 
attacked רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  with the sole intention to try to extinguish our כְׁ
belief in עֲמָלֵק .ה׳ wanted רָאֵל לַל יִשְׁ  to believe that only with cunning כְׁ
military tactics can one win a war. עֲמָלֵק failed. 
 The same is also true in business. A rich man’s success is not 
a proof of his talent. One must believe that ה׳ is the source of his 
wealth. ה׳ determines how much each person needs. One who lacks 
 trust and faith in Hashem, may believe that he built ,בִטָחוֹן and אֱמוּנָה
his wealth by his own skills. This thought can lead a person to think 
that it is possible to add to his own riches by cheating his neighbor in 
business. Such a person has allowed himself to fall into the hands of 
 !עֲמָלֵק

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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