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See article by Yitzi Blau (Purity of Motivation and Desiring the World to Come) in Torah
U’madda Journal vol 14 (2006-2007) for a comprehensive analysis
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Rav Frand

The Chofetz Chaim asks a basic question here: How is it possible to make such an analogy and say
that Heaven will “judge you favorably” for judging someone else favorably? When you see a Jew
eating a hamburger at the airport, you really do not know what the circumstances are. Maybe he
brought it from home. Maybe there is a kosher hamburger stand in this airport. Maybe anything...

So consequently, you need to give this person the benefit of the doubt. However, by the Almighty,
how can there be a concept of giving anyone the benefitof the doubt? There is no doubt. He not only
knows all our deeds, He knows our thoughts!

The Chofetz Chaim answers that the Gemara is not speaking of a case where a particular set of
circumstances are subject to interpretation in one of two ways and you give the benefit of

the doubt and interpret the circumstances in the most favorable way.

Such an interpretation would have no parallel with G-d such that we could say, “G-d would likewise
judge such a person favorably by giving him the benefit of the doubt.”

Rather, this Gemara is referring to after 120 years when we are all going to take “the big test.”

The Almighty will then pasken regarding our lives.

Some teachers grade strictly and other teachers grade leniently. In the future, we will come to Heaven
and the Ribono shel Olam will grade our life. We all daven three times a day, but many times our mind
was here, our mind was there, and all over the place.

We give charity, but sometimes it is begrudging and sometimes it is far less than we can afford.

How is the Ribono shel Olam going to grade us for these mitzvos? Do we get credit for them or not?
This is how the Chofetz Chaim interprets the Gemara. A person who, during his life, judged his fellow
man favorably, giving him the benefit of the doubt — who was a “lenient grader”, will cause G-d to be a
“lenient grader” towards him. This is not a question of His doubt about what you did, but rather He will
give you more credit for your davening, tzedakah, and other mitzvos than perhaps you would have
received if He were acting as a “strict grader.”
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Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky

Stories range from instances when an elderly Reb Yaakov played ball with a young boy
in a doctor’s waiting room, to how a nun visited Reb Yaakov’s children while they were
sitting shiva for their father because, on his daily walks, he always made certain to greet
her pleasantly.
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Rav Frand

| recently read a story of a young Yeshiva student who was learning in Radin (in Poland). One
Thursday night, he made a Mishmar [late night study session] and was on his way home from the Beis
Medrash [study hall]. The city of Radin is cold in the winter. It was a snowy cold night. The young man
was walking home late at night and saw another man walking up and down the street. At first, he was
afraid — who is this person? When he came a little closer, he noticed that the person was the Chofetz
Chaim (Rav Yisrael Meir Kagan). The Chofetz Chaim asked him "What are you doing up so late at
night? It is cold. Go to sleep!" The boy returned to the host where he was staying, which happened to
be the house of the sister of the Chofetz Chaim.

The Yeshiva student woke up Friday morning and told his host — "You know, last night | saw an
amazing sight. It was two o'clock in the morning and your brother was running back and forth in the
street. What was he doing there?" The sister told the young man, "This is already the third nightin a
row he is doing this. He has been trying to say the Blessing over the New Moon (Kiddush Levana) for
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the last three nights. There was not a clear night during those days of the Polish winter to enable him
to see the moon."

The Choftez Chaim was walking the streets at two o'clock in the morning on a cold snowy night. He
told the student, "Do not be crazy. Go home already." but he kept walking the streets trying to catch a
glimpse of the new moon. Our attitude — in the winter months — is "Nu, this month we will not be able to
say Kiddush Levana. There is always next month." It is not our fault. It does not bother us in the
slightest. The Chofetz Chaim's attitude was that of the Temei Mes who complained to Moshe. Why
should we miss out?

2735 9T 3 NOON D32 TN
92N NYN DY DXWIN TNIN MNIY NPV RIY MLNN NNRYHY N9%3Y 1D PNX> 91377 IDN
INDY DN NPT NIV SNND DX 1N INND TNIAN DN DIWVIN MOPN
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If Tomorrow Never Comes, Garth Brooks

‘Cause I've lost loved ones in my life Who never knew how much | loved them
Now | live with the regret That my true feelings for them never were revealed
So I made a promise to myself To say each day how much she means to me
And avoid that circumstance Where there's no second chance

To tell her how | feel If tomorrow never comes

Will she know how much | loved her Did | try in every way

To show her every day That she's my only one

If my time on earth were through And she must face the world without me

Is the love | gave her in the past Gonna be enough to last

If tomorrow never comes So tell that someone that you love

Just what you're thinking of If tomorrow never comes
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Within You Without You- The Beatles

We were talking-about the space between us all

And the people-who hide themselves behind a wall of illusion
Never glimpse the truth-then it's far too late-when they pass away.
We were talking-about the love we all could share-when we find it
To try our best to hold it there-with our love

With our love-we could save the world-if they only knew.

Try to realize it's all within yourself

No-one else can make you change

And to see you're really only very small,

And life flows on within you and without you.

We were talking-about the love that's gone so cold and the people,
Who gain the world and lose their soul-

They don't know-they can't see-are you one of them?

When you've seen beyond yourself-then you may find, peace of mind,
Is waiting there-

And the time will come when you see

we're all one, and life flows on within you and without you.
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