Haftarah Helper 5780: Eikev

Zachary Beer (Nachshon Project Fellow, The City College of New York) and
Barry Kornblau (Rabbi, Young Israel of Hollis Hills-Windsor Park, Queens, NY)

Isaiah 49:14-51:3
In this second of the seven haftarot of consolation (Aramaic: XnnnaT vaw), Isaiah calls out to and comforts God’s
exiled people more intensely than in the first. He states that God has not rejected them and will redeem them even
from powerful nations seeking to prevent their return. Conversing with a forlorn Zion (Jerusalem), God reassures
“her” that her “children” (the Jewish people) will return to her in large numbers and that her ruins shall be rebuilt.
He reassures the minority of exiles who heed his word and return that they will multiply. The prophet also
describes the courage God gives him to speak despite powerful opposition.

Haftarah Breakdown
Verses 49:14-16: God has not forgotten Zion and not abandoned her.
Isaiah 49:16 70:0"N IN'YY
Behold on [My] hands have I engraved you; your walls are before Me TN A1 )'DNIN PN D97 D
always.

Verses 49:17-23: God will return the Jewish people to Zion, mustering the forces of the world to do so...
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And you [Zion] shall say to yourself, "Who begot these for me, [seeing NI NTRTIN 77T ) 227 PN
that] I am bereaved and solitary, exiled and rejected? Who raised 10 772 " DRI 001 | N3 NTNYAI NHOY
these? Behold I was left alone; these-[from] where are they?” So said ARND:0N NO'N NN T2 MINYD 1IN
the Lord God, "Behold I will raise My hand to the nations, and to the DUaY 2 T DAY KK A0 ' TN
peoples will I raise My standard, and they shall bring your sons in the qn2™7y I'NI |gﬁ:=\\'.]f‘;:_1 IN'21 '01 DX
bosoms of their garments, and your daughters shall be borne on their ' ' NINVIR
shoulder[s]. '

Verses 49:24-26: ...and God will take His people out of mighty nations.
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For so said the Lord, "Even the captives of a mighty warrior can be nip'mi nE},ﬁiaa 2y DA 'npx N3
taken and the prey of a tyrant shall escape, and with your contender 12NN ANTIR X "];"):'m_g! o'm' yny
will I contend, and your sons I will save.” VIR DN

Verses 50:1-3: God has not rejected His exiled people, and will save them.

Isaiah 50:1 N2 I
So said the Lord, "Where is your mother's bill of divorce that I sent YK DIAN NN 190 AT 'K 'N MK | D
her away? Or which of My creditors is it to whom I have sold you? [0 7 DINX 'PNTIWYN 'Y M iX DINYY
Behold! For your iniquities you were sold, and for your :D2AX NNYY DY'WYOL DNYINI DI'NIIY2
transgressions, your mother was sent away.




Haftarah Breakdown (cont.)

Verses 50:4-9: God has given the Prophet the strength to announce God’s message, despite opposition...

Isaiah 50:4
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The Lord God gave me a tongue for teaching, to know to establish
times for the faint [for His] word; He awakens me every morning, He
awakens My ear, to hear according to the teachings.
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Verses 50:10-11: ... and God will reject those who do not heed his words.

Isaiah 50:10
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Who among you is God-fearing, who hearkens to the voice of His
servant, who went in darkness and who has no light, let him trust in
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the name of the Lord and lean on his God. pNa
Verses 51:1-3: As He did for Abraham, God will multiply the small number of returnees.
Isaiah 51:2 N7 WYY

Look at Abraham your father and at Sarah who bore you, for when he
was but one I called him, and I blessed him and made him many.
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A major character in the Haftarah is Zion, who represents Jerusalem and the land of Israel. She is depicted
as a mother who has lost her children. However, God promises that he will remember Zion, and return her

“children”. See verses 49:14-21, 51:3.

The Talmud elaborates on one of the main themes of the Haftarah, the feeling of abandonment by God.

Sanhedrin 105a
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Shmuel said: Ten people came and sat before the prophet Ezekiel. He
said to them: “Repent.” They said to Ezekiel: “[In the case of] a slave
sold by his owner, or a woman divorced by her husband, does this
person have any claim upon that person?” [When God sold or divorced
the Jewish people by exiling them, He terminated their mutual
covenant.] The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to the prophet: “Go say
to them: ‘Where is your mother’s scroll of severance, with which I sent
her away? Or to which of My creditors have I sold you? For your
iniquities were you sold, and for your transgressions was your mother
sent away’ (Isaiah 50:1).”
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With emendations, biblical translations are by Rabbi A. J. Rosenberg, and other translations are from Sefaria.org.
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