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Isaiah 49:14-51:3 

In this second of the seven haftarot of consolation (Aramaic: שבע דנחמתא), Isaiah calls out to and comforts God’s 

exiled people more intensely than in the first. He states that God has not rejected them and will redeem them even 

from powerful nations seeking to prevent their return. Conversing with a forlorn Zion (Jerusalem), God reassures 

“her” that her “children” (the Jewish people) will return to her in large numbers and that her ruins shall be rebuilt. 

He reassures the minority of exiles who heed his word and return that they will multiply. The prophet also 

describes the courage God gives him to speak despite powerful opposition. 

 

Haftarah Breakdown  

Verses 49:14-16: God has not forgotten Zion and not abandoned her. 

Isaiah 49:16 ישעיהו מ״ט:ט״ז 

Behold on [My] hands have I engraved you; your walls are before Me 

always. 

יד׃  ֵה֥ן ַעל־ַּכַּפִ֖ים ַחֹּקִת֑יְך חֹוֹמַתִ֥יְך ֶנְגִּד֖י ָּתמִֽ

 

 

Verses 49:17-23: God will return the Jewish people to Zion, mustering the forces of the world to do so... 

Isaiah 49:21-22 ישעיהו מ״ט:כ״א-כ״ב 

And you [Zion] shall say to yourself, "Who begot these for me, [seeing 

that] I am bereaved and solitary, exiled and rejected? Who raised 

these? Behold I was left alone; these-[from] where are they?” So said 

the Lord God, "Behold I will raise My hand to the nations, and to the 

peoples will I raise My standard, and they shall bring your sons in the 

bosoms of their garments, and your daughters shall be borne on their 

shoulder[s]. 

 ְוָאַמְ֣רְּת ִּבְלָבֵבְ֗ך ִמ֤י יַָֽלד־ִלי֙ ֶאת־ֵאֶּ֔לה ַוֲאִנ֥י

 ְׁשכּוָל֖ה ְוַגְלמּוָד֑ה ֹּגָל֣ה ׀ ְוסּוָר֗ה ְוֵאֶּ֙לה֙ ִמ֣י ִגֵּד֔ל ֵה֤ן

ם:ּכֹֽה־ָאַמ֞ר  ֲאִני֙ ִנְׁשַאְ֣רִּתי ְלַבִּד֔י ֵאֶּ֖לה ֵאיֹפ֥ה הֵֽ

 ֲאדֹ-ָנ֣י ה' ִהֵּנ֨ה ֶאָּׂש֤א ֶאל־ּגֹוִים֙ ָיִד֔י ְוֶאל־ַעִּמ֖ים

 ָאִר֣ים ִנִּס֑י ְוֵהִב֤יאּו ָבַנִ֙יְך֙ ְּבֹחֶ֔צן ּוְבֹנַתִ֖יְך ַעל־ָּכֵת֥ף

אָנה׃  ִּתָּנׂשֶֽ

 

Verses 49:24-26: ...and God will take His people out of mighty nations. 

Isaiah 49:25 ישעיהו מ״ט:כ״ה 

For so said the Lord, "Even the captives of a mighty warrior can be 

taken and the prey of a tyrant shall escape, and with your contender 

will I contend, and your sons I will save.” 

 ִּכי־ֹכ֣ה ׀ ָאַמ֣ר ה' ַּגם־ְׁשִב֤י ִגּבֹור֙ ֻיָּק֔ח ּוַמְלקֹ֥וַח

 ָעִר֖יץ ִיָּמֵל֑ט ְוֶאת־ְיִריֵבְך֙ ָאֹנִכ֣י ָאִר֔יב ְוֶאת־ָּבַנִ֖יְך

יַע׃  ָאֹנִכ֥י אֹוׁשִֽ

 

Verses 50:1-3: God has not rejected His exiled people, and will save them. 

Isaiah 50:1 ישעיהו נ:א 

So said the Lord, "Where is your mother's bill of divorce that I sent 

her away? Or which of My creditors is it to whom I have sold you? 

Behold! For your iniquities you were sold, and for your 

transgressions, your mother was sent away. 

 ֹּכ֣ה ׀ ָאַמ֣ר ה' ֵא֣י ֶז֠ה ֵסֶ֣פר ְּכִריתּ֤ות ִאְּמֶכם֙ ֲאֶׁש֣ר

 ִׁשַּלְחִּת֔יָה אֹ֚ו ִמ֣י ִמּנֹוַׁש֔י ֲאֶׁשר־ָמַכְ֥רִּתי ֶאְתֶכ֖ם לֹ֑ו ֵה֤ן

 ַּבֲעוֺנֵֹֽתיֶכם֙ ִנְמַּכְרֶּת֔ם ּוְבִפְׁשֵעיֶכ֖ם ֻׁשְּלָח֥ה ִאְּמכֶֽם׃



Haftarah Breakdown (cont.) 

 

Verses 50:4-9: God has given the Prophet the strength to announce God’s message, despite opposition... 

Isaiah 50:4 ישעיהו נ:ד 

The Lord God gave me a tongue for teaching, to know to establish 

times for the faint [for His] word; He awakens me every morning, He 

awakens My ear, to hear according to the teachings. 

 ֲאדָֹנ֣י ה' ָנַ֤תן ִלי֙ ְלׁשֹ֣ון ִלּמּוִד֔ים ָלַדַ֛עת ָלעּ֥ות

 ֶאת־ָיֵע֖ף ָּדָב֑ר ָיִע֣יר ׀ ַּבֹּבֶ֣קר ַּבּבֶֹ֗קר ָיִע֥יר ִלי֙

ים׃  אֶֹ֔זן ִלְׁשֹמַ֖ע ַּכִּלּמּודִֽ

 

Verses 50:10-11: … and God will reject those who do not heed his words. 

Isaiah 50:10 ישעיהו נ:י 

Who among you is God-fearing, who hearkens to the voice of His 

servant, who went in darkness and who has no light, let him trust in 

the name of the Lord and lean on his God. 

 ִמ֤י ָבֶכם֙ ְיֵר֣א ה' ֹׁשֵמַ֖ע ְּבקֹ֣ול ַעְבּדֹ֑ו ֲאֶׁש֣ר ׀ ָהַלְ֣ך

 ֲחֵׁשִכ֗ים ְוֵא֥ין נַֹ֙גּה֙ לֹ֔ו ִיְבַטח֙ ְּבֵׁש֣ם ה' וְִיָּׁשֵע֖ן

 ֵּבאֹלקיו׃

 

Verses 51:1-3: As He did for Abraham, God will multiply the small number of returnees. 

Isaiah 51:2 ישעיהו נ״א:ב׳ 

Look at Abraham your father and at Sarah who bore you, for when he 

was but one I called him, and I blessed him and made him many. 

 ַהִּב֙יטּו֙ ֶאל־ַאְבָרָה֣ם ֲאִביֶכ֔ם ְוֶאל־ָׂשָר֖ה

 ְּתחֹוֶלְלֶכ֑ם ִּכי־ֶאָח֣ד ְקָראִת֔יו ַוֲאָבְרֵכ֖הּו

הּו׃  ְוַאְרּבֵֽ

 

Important Themes 

Zion: A major character in the Haftarah is Zion, who represents Jerusalem and the land of Israel. She is depicted 

as a mother who has lost her children. However, God promises that he will remember Zion, and return her 

“children”. See verses 49:14-21, 51:3. 

 

Other Connections 

The Talmud elaborates on one of the main themes of the Haftarah, the feeling of abandonment by God. 

Sanhedrin 105a סנהדרין ק״ה עמוד א  

Shmuel said: Ten people came and sat before the prophet Ezekiel. He 

said to them: “Repent.” They said to Ezekiel: “[In the case of] a slave 

sold by his owner, or a woman divorced by her husband, does this 

person have any claim upon that person?” [When God sold or divorced 

the Jewish people by exiling them, He  terminated their mutual 

covenant.] The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to the prophet: “Go say 

to them: ‘Where is your mother’s scroll of severance, with which I sent 

her away? Or to which of My creditors have I sold you? For your 

iniquities were you sold, and for your transgressions was your mother 

sent away’ (Isaiah 50:1).” 

 שמואל אמר באו עשרה בני אדם וישבו

 לפניו אמר להן חזרו בתשובה אמרו לו עבד

 שמכרו רבו ואשה שגרשה בעלה כלום יש

 לזה על זה כלום אמר לו הקב"ה לנביא לך

 אמור להן (ישעיהו נ, א) איזה ספר כריתות

 אמכם אשר שלחתיה או מי מנושי אשר

 מכרתי אתכם לו הן בעונותיכם נמכרתם

 ובפשעכם שלחה אמכם

 

 

With emendations, biblical translations are by Rabbi A. J. Rosenberg, and other translations are from Sefaria.org. 
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