Haftarah Helper 5780: Re’eh

Zachary Beer (Nachshon Project Fellow, The City College of New York) and
Barry Kornblau (Rabbi, Young Israel of Hollis Hills-Windsor Park, Queens, NY)

Dedicated in memory of Rabbi Adin Even Israel Steinsaltz zt””’]- “A once in a millennium scholar”

Isaiah 54:11-55:5

In this third of the seven haftarot of consolation (Aramaic: xnnnaTyaw), God speaks to Jerusalem, promising to
rebuild her in splendor, peace, and righteousness; to bring peace to her inhabitants; and, to protect her from all
future destruction. God then turns to the Jewish people, promising them spiritual renewal, and the return of the
Davidic monarchy. Additionally, other nations will seek out God through the Jewish people.

Haftarah Breakdown

Verses 54:11-12: Jerusalem is afflicted, but God will restore her physical splendor...

Isaiah 54:11
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O afflicted, storm-tossed one who is not comforted - Behold! I will set
your stones with turquoise’, and I will lay your foundations with
sapphires.

192 Y'270 133X 1IN NAN K7 NWO N1y
!D")'902 TPTO' 112K

Verses 54:13-14: ...and promises that her inhabitants will be righteous, have peace, and know God.

Isaiah 54:13
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And all your children shall be disciples of the Lord, and your children’s
peace shall be great.
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Verses 54:15-17: God will prevent evil from occurring to Jerusalem, due to her righteousness.

Isaiah 54:17
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Any weapon forged against you shall not succeed, and any tongue that
contends with you in judgment, you shall condemn. This is the
heritage of the servants of the Lord and their due reward from Me,
says the Lord.
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Verses 55:1-2: Heed God’s word to find spiritual satiety.

Isaiah 55:2
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Why weigh out silver for what is not bread, and your labor on what
does not satisfy? Hearken diligently to Me and eat what is good, and
your soul shall delight in fatness.

Ni72 DY'2' DN Ri72 90Y17pWN NRY
QYNNI 2G-17IR1 7K YInY 190y Y2y
'DJW91 YT

' The identity of the stone mentioned is unclear. The translation is an approximation.




Haftarah Breakdown (cont.)

Verses 55:3-4: The Davidic monarchy will be restored...

Isaiah 55:3
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Incline your ear and come to Me; hearken and your soul shall live. I
will make for you an everlasting covenant, the enduring love [promised
to] David.
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Verse 55:5: ... and other nations will come to the people of Israel in order to find God.

Isaiah 55:5
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Behold, a nation you do not know you shall call, and a nation that did
not know you shall run to you, for the sake of the Lord your God and for
the Holy One of Israel, for He glorified you.
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God promises Jerusalem and the Jewish people unprecedented status. See verses 54:11-15,

55:3-5.

The Jewish people will achieve peace and righteousness, particularly via knowledge of God.
Additionally, others will seek God through them. See verses 54:13-14, 55:1-5.

The conclusion of Masechet Brachot, which appears several times in the siddur, is derived from 54:13.

Berakhot 64a
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Rabbi Elazar said that Rabbi Hanina said: “Torah scholars increase
peace in the world, as it is said: ‘And all your children [banayikh] shall
be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of your children’
(Isaiah 54:13). [Interpret this verse homiletically:] Do not pronounce
this as ‘your children [banayikh],” but as ‘your builders [bonayikh].’
As it is stated: ‘“Those who love Your Torah have great peace; there is
no stumbling block for them” (Psalms 119:165); ...“May the Lord give
strength to His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace”
(Psalms 29:11).
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This Haftarah is also the source of the well-known comparison between water and the Torah.

Bava Kamma 17a
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Water refers only to [the study of] Torah, as Scripture states: “Ho, all
who are thirsty, go to water.” (Isaiah 55:1)
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With emendations, biblical translations are by Rabbi A. J. Rosenberg and other translations are from Sefaria.org.

To dedicate, comment, or subscribe, email zbeer570@gmail.com.
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