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Isaiah 54:11-55:5 

In this third of the seven haftarot of consolation (Aramaic: שבע דנחמתא), God speaks to Jerusalem, promising to 

rebuild her in splendor, peace, and righteousness; to bring peace to her inhabitants; and, to protect her from all 

future destruction. God then turns to the Jewish people, promising them spiritual renewal, and the return of the 

Davidic monarchy. Additionally, other nations will seek out God through the Jewish people. 

 

Haftarah Breakdown  

Verses 54:11-12: Jerusalem is afflicted, but God will restore her physical splendor... 

Isaiah 54:11 ישעיהו נ״ד:י״א 

O afflicted, storm-tossed one who is not comforted - Behold! I will set 

your stones with turquoise , and I will lay your foundations with 
1

sapphires. 

 ֲעִנָּי֥ה ֹסֲעָר֖ה ֹל֣א ֻנָחָ֑מה ִהֵּנ֨ה ָאֹנִכ֜י ַמְרִּב֤יץ ַּבּפּוְך֙

ים׃  ֲאָבַנִ֔יְך וִיַסְדִּת֖יְך ַּבַּסִּפירִֽ

 

Verses 54:13-14: ...and promises that her inhabitants will be righteous, have peace, and know God. 

Isaiah 54:13 ישעיהו נ״ד:י״ג 

And all your children shall be disciples of the Lord, and your children’s 

peace shall be great. 

 ְוָכל־ָּבַנִ֖יְך ִלּמּוֵד֣י ה' ְוַר֖ב ְׁשלֹ֥ום ָּבנִָֽיְך׃

 

 

Verses 54:15-17: God will prevent evil from occurring to Jerusalem, due to her righteousness. 

Isaiah 54:17 ישעיהו נ״ד:י״ז 

Any weapon forged against you shall not succeed, and any tongue that 

contends with you in judgment, you shall condemn.  This is the 

heritage of the servants of the Lord and their due reward from Me, 

says the Lord. 

 ָּכל־ְּכִל֞י יּוַצ֤ר ָעַלִ֙יְך֙ ֹל֣א ִיְצָל֔ח ְוָכל־ָלׁשֹ֛ון

קּום־ִאָּתְ֥ך ַלִּמְׁשָּפ֖ט ַּתְרִׁש֑יִעי ֹז֡את ַנֲחַלת֩ ַעְבֵד֨י  ּתָֽ

 ה' ְוִצְדָקָת֛ם ֵמִאִּת֖י ְנֻאם־ה' (ס)

 

Verses 55:1-2: Heed God’s word to find spiritual satiety. 

Isaiah 55:2 ישעיהו נ״ה:ב 

Why weigh out silver for what is not bread, and your labor on what 

does not satisfy? Hearken diligently to Me and eat what is good, and 

your soul shall delight in fatness. 

לֹוא־ֶלֶ֔חם וִיִגיֲעֶכ֖ם ְּבלֹ֣וא  ָלָּ֤מה ִתְׁשְקלּו־ֶכֶ֙סף֙ ּבְֽ

 ְלָׂשְבָע֑ה ִׁשְמעּ֨ו ָׁשמֹ֤וַע ֵאַלי֙ ְוִאְכלּו־טֹ֔וב ְוִתְתַעַּנ֥ג

 ַּבֶּדֶׁ֖שן ַנְפְׁשכֶֽם׃

 

 

1 The identity of the stone mentioned is unclear. The translation is an approximation. 



Haftarah Breakdown (cont.) 

Verses 55:3-4: The Davidic monarchy will be restored... 

Isaiah 55:3 ישעיהו נ״ה:ג 

Incline your ear and come to Me; hearken and your soul shall live. I 

will make for you an everlasting covenant, the enduring love [promised 

to] David. 

 ַהּטּ֤ו ָאְזְנֶכם֙ ּוְלכּ֣ו ֵאַל֔י ִׁשְמעּ֖ו ּוְתִח֣י ַנְפְׁשֶכ֑ם

ְסֵד֥י ָדִו֖ד ַהֶּנֱאָמנִֽים׃  ְוֶאְכְרָת֤ה ָלֶכם֙ ְּבִר֣ית עֹוָל֔ם חַֽ

 

Verse 55:5: … and other nations will come to the people of Israel in order to find God. 

Isaiah 55:5 ישעיהו נ״ה:ה 

Behold, a nation you do not know you shall call, and a nation that did 

not know you shall run to you, for the sake of the Lord your God and for 

the Holy One of Israel, for He glorified you. 

 ֵה֣ן ּגֹ֤וי לֹֽא־ֵתַדע֙ ִּתְקָר֔א ְוגֹ֥וי לֹֽא־ְיָדעּ֖וָך ֵאֶל֣יָך

ְך׃  ָירּ֑וצּו ְלַמַ֙ען֙ ה' ֱאֹלקיָך ְוִלְקדֹ֥וׁש ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ל ִּכ֥י ֵפֲארָֽ

 

Important Themes 

Exalted Splendor: God promises Jerusalem and the Jewish people unprecedented status. See verses 54:11-15, 

55:3-5. 

 

Connection with God: The Jewish people will achieve peace and righteousness, particularly via knowledge of God. 

Additionally, others will seek God through them.  See verses 54:13-14, 55:1-5. 

 

Other Connections 

The conclusion of Masechet Brachot, which appears several times in the siddur, is derived from 54:13. 

Berakhot 64a ברכות ס״ד עמוד א  

Rabbi Elazar said that Rabbi Ḥanina said: “Torah scholars increase 

peace in the world, as it is said: ‘And all your children [banayikh] shall 

be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of your children’ 

(Isaiah 54:13). [Interpret this verse homiletically:] Do not pronounce 

this as ‘your children [banayikh],’ but as ‘your builders [bonayikh].’ 

As it is stated: ‘Those who love Your Torah have great peace; there is 

no stumbling block for them” (Psalms 119:165); ...“May the Lord give 

strength to His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace” 

(Psalms 29:11). 

 ָאַמר ַרִּבי ֶאְלָעָזר ָאַמר ַרִּבי ֲחִניָנא: ַּתְלִמיֵדי

 ֲחָכִמים ַמְרִּבים ָׁשלֹום ָּבעֹוָלם, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: ״ְוכׇל

 ָּבַנִיְך ִלּמּוֵדי ה׳ ְוַרב ְׁשלֹום ָּבָנִיְך״. ַאל ִּתְקֵרי

 ״ָּבָנִיְך״ ֶאָּלא ״ּבֹוָנִיְך״. ״ָׁשלֹום ָרב ְלֹאֲהֵבי תֹוָרֶתָך

 ְוֵאין ָלמֹו ִמְכׁשֹול״...״ה׳ עֹז ְלַעּמֹו ִיֵּתן ה׳ ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת

 ַעּמֹו ַבָּׁשלֹום״.

 

 

 

This Haftarah is also the source of the well-known comparison between water and the Torah. 

Bava Kamma 17a בבא קמא י״ז עמוד א  

Water refers only to [the study of] Torah, as Scripture states: “Ho, all 

who are thirsty, go to water.” (Isaiah 55:1) 

 ואין מים אלא תורה שנאמר (ישעיהו נה, א)

 הוי כל צמא לכו למים

With emendations, biblical translations are by Rabbi A. J. Rosenberg and other translations are from Sefaria.org. 

To dedicate, comment, or subscribe, email zbeer570@gmail.com. 
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