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Ezekiel 43:10-27

Ezekiel, the prophet of the Babylonian Exile, shares visions of rebuke and of redemption. His final, extended vision
(chapters 40-48) describes a rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem. Its first section (chapters 40-43:12) describes
the restored Temple’s dimensions. The Haftarah opens with that inspirational section’s conclusion (43:10-12), a
comforting rebuke to the Jews exiled in Babylon: by learning about God’s rebuilt Temple, they will become
ashamed of their sins that had led to the Temple’s destruction, and learn to aspire to a renewed, exalted one. The
Haftarah’s second section continues by detailing the dimensions of the new Temple’s sacrificial altar (43:13-17), and

concludes with the sacrificial procedures for its inauguration (43:18-27).

Haftarah Breakdown

Verses 10-12: God tells Ezekiel to recount the future Temple’s measurements as inspirational chastisement.

Ezekiel 43:11
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If they are ashamed of all that they have done, make known to them the form
of the house, and its design, and its exits, and its entrances, and all its forms,
and its ordinances, and all its shapes, and all its laws. Write it before their
eyes [so] that they may keep its whole form and all its ordinances, and do
them.
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Verse 13-17: Ezekiel enumerates the measurements of the new Temple’s altar.

Ezekiel 43:13
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These are the measures of the altar by cubits. a cubit is a cubit and a
handbreadth. The bottom shall be a cubit, and the breadth a cubit. Its border
by its edge round about shall be a span. This shall be the top of the altar.
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Verse 18: God commands Ezekiel regarding the Altar’s inauguration.

Ezekiel 43:18
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And he said to me, Son of man, thus says the Lord God; These are the
ordinances of the altar on the day when they shall make it, to offer burnt
offerings upon it, and to sprinkle the blood upon it.

oy nipyay inivya o2 nama nipn
oYY P Ay

Verses 19-27: The description of the rededication ceremony.

Ezekiel 43:27
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And when these days are expired --on the eighth day and onwards, the priests
shall make upon the altar your burnt offerings and your peace offerings; and I
will accept you, says the Lord God.
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Connections
The Midrash derives the importance of studying the structures of the Temple from the Haftarah

Pesikta Rabbati 16:1 X:T0 >N27 RNP0D

Shmuel said, "If they are ashamed of all they have done [make known to them | "1 Wy qwR 951 1721 oRY" MR PR0W

the layout of the Temple]..." (Ezekiel 43:11). Is there a layout of the Temple 7V a7 NNE w00 (R7:7 DRpI)
nowadays? Rather, the Holy One, blessed be He, said, "Since you engage in its anRY 2°R17 7"'2p0 MR KOR 21wy
study, it is as if you built it." JNR 7212 @NR 17980 12 2°poYnn

Ezekiel’s Temple, as shown in the Da’at Mikra volume of Ezekiel. (Every depiction includes speculative elements
due to omissions in the Biblical text and other difficulties rending it precisely.)
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(With permission from Mossad HaRav Kook-Jerusalem, publishers of the Da’at Mikra series)

With emendations, all translations are from Sefaria.org. To dedicate, comment, or subscribe, email zbeer570 @gmail.com.
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