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On four Shabbatot beginning in Adar, additional Torah readings (the “Four Parashiyot”) are read after the weekly

Parashah, reflecting seasonal themes relating to Purim and Passover. Their associated Haftarot also relate to these

themes. The final of the Four Parashiyot, “HaChodesh” (Ex. 12:1-20), describes key historical events in the month of

the Exodus, their eternal commemoration through mitzvot of that month (Nisan), and Nisan’s exalted status at the

head of the Jewish calendar year. The following year, the Tabernacle was erected and inaugurated beginning on

Rosh Chodesh Nisan.  The Haftarah discusses these and similar themes as they relate to a rebuilt Temple.

Ezekiel 45:16-46:18
1

Speaking to his fellow exiles in Babylon, Ezekiel offers hope, rebuke, and an exalted vision of redemption. His final,

extended vision (chapters 40-48) describes a restored society and Temple in Jerusalem. The Haftarah’s portion of

that vision describes the responsibilities of the leader, or Prince , of the people. His first duty described here is to
2

collect money and animals from the people to bring communal sacrifices at the Temple on their behalf. Ezekiel then

describes a purification of the Temple; a subsequent celebration of Passover, Sukkot, and other holy days; and

regulations relating to the Prince and his family, the Temple, the people, and their landholdings.

These and related passages differ notably from laws detailed in Chumash, prompting ancient debates about whether

the Bible should include Ezekiel, and how to interpret these passages; Maimonides’ view is below.

Haftarah Breakdown

Verses 45:16-17: The Prince’s shall present Temple offerings on the people’s behalf.

Ezekiel 45:17 מ״ה:י״זיחזקאל

The burnt offerings, meal offering, libations on feast days, [new] moons,

and Sabbaths, at all appointed times of the house of Israel shall be the

Prince’s duty. He shall prepare the sin offering, meal-offering, burnt

offering, and peace offerings to atone for the house of Israel.

ה ָהעֹו֣לֹות ְוַהִּמנְָח֮ה יא יְִהיֶ֗ ְוַהּנֵֶס֒� ַּבַחִּג֤יםְוַעֽל־ַהּנִָׂש֣
י לּוֶבֳחָדִׁשי֙ם ּוַבַּׁשָּב֔תֹות ְּבָכֽל־מֹוֲעֵד֖ ית יְִׂשָרֵא֑ ֵּב֣

ה ְוֶאת־ָהֽעֹוָל֙ה את ְוֶאת־ַהִּמנְָח֗ ה ֶאת־ַהַחָּט֣ ֽהּוא־יֲַעֶׂש֞
ד ֵּבֽית־יְִׂשָרֵאֽל׃ ר ְּבַע֥ ים ְלַכֵּפ֖ (ס)ְוֶאת־ַהְּׁשָלִמ֔

Verses 45:18-20: Purifying and rededicating the Temple in advance of Passover...

Ezekiel 45:18 מ״ה:י״חיחזקאל

Thus says the Lord God: “In the first month, on the first day of the month,

you shall take a young unblemished bull and purify the Temple.”

ֶדׁש ֹ֔ ד ַלח חּכֹה־ָאַמ֮ר ֲאדֹ-ָנ֣י ה' ָּבִֽראׁשֹו֙ן ְּבֶאָח֣ ִּתַּק֥
ים ְוִחֵּטאָת֖ ֶאת־ַהִּמְקָּדֽׁש׃ ר ָּתִמ֑ ַּפר־ֶּבן־ָּבָק֖

Verses 45:21-25: ...and the celebration of that holiday and of Sukkot.

Ezekiel 45:21 מ״ה:כ״איחזקאל

In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you shall have the

Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten.

ֶדׁש ֹ֔ ר יֹו֙ם ַלח ה ָעָׂש֥ ִראׁשֹון ְּבַאְרָּבָע֨ םָּב֠ יְִהֶי֥ה ָלֶכ֖
ים ַמּ֖צֹות יֵָאֵכֽל׃ ג ְׁשֻב֣עֹות יִָמ֔ ַסח ָח֕ ַהָּפ֑

2
Rashi (45:17) identifies the “Prince” as either a High Priest or a king. It might also be a new role similar to a tribal prince in Chumash.

1
Sepharadim read until verse 46:15.



Verses 46:1-3: Activities of the Prince and the people at the Temple’s Eastern gate.

Ezekiel 46:1 מ״ו:איחזקאל

Thus says the Lord God: “The gate of the inner court facing east shall be

shut for the six working days. On the Sabbath day, it shall be opened, and

on the day of the [new] moon, it shall be opened.

ר ַהְּפנִיִמי֙ת ַער ֶהָחֵצ֤ ֹֽה־ָאַמ֮ר ֲאדֹ-ָנ֣י ה' ַׁש֜ ַהּפֶֹנ֣הּכ
ה י ַהַּֽמֲעֶׂש֑ ֶׁשת יְֵמ֣ ים יְִהֶי֣ה ָס֔גּור ֵׁש֖ ּוְב֤יֹום ַהַּׁשָּב֙תָקִד֔

ֶדׁש יִָּפֵתַֽח׃ ֹ֖ ַח ּוְב֥יֹום ַהח יִָּפֵת֔

Verses 46:4-7: The Prince’s offerings on Shabbat and Rosh Chodesh.

Ezekiel 46:6 מ״ו:ויחזקאל

On the day of the [new] moon, a young unblemished bull [shall be offered

with] six lambs and a ram- they shall be unblemished.

ם ר ְּתִמיִמ֑ ר ֶּבן־ָּבָק֖ ֶדׁש ַּפ֥ ֹ֔ םּוְב֣יֹום ַהח ֶׁשת ְּכָבִׂש֛ ְוֵׁש֧
ם יְִהיּֽו׃ יִל ְּתִמיִמ֥ ָוַא֖

Verses 46:8-10: Paths through the Temple for the Prince and the people.

Ezekiel 46:8 מ״ו:חיחזקאל

When the prince enters, he shall enter through the [eastern] gate’s porch,

and he shall depart through it.

ַע֙ר ֶר� אּוָל֤ם ַהַּׁש֙ יא ֶּד֣ יָ֔בֹוא ּוְבַדְרּ֖כֹוּוְב֖בֹוא ַהּנִָׂש֑
יֵֵצֽא׃

Verse 46:11-15: Voluntary and other offerings of the Prince.

Ezekiel 46:12 מ״ו:י״ביחזקאל

When the prince shall make a voluntary burnt offering or peace offerings

voluntarily to the Lord, [someone shall] open the eastward-facing gate for

him. He shall make his burnt offering and his peace offerings as he does on

the Sabbath day, and leave. [Someone shall] shut the gate after he leaves.

ה עֹוָל֣ה ֽאֹו־ְׁשָלִמי֮ם יא נְָדָב֜ הְוִכֽי־יֲַעֶׂש֩ה ַהּנִָׂש֨ נְָדָב֣
ים ַע֙ר ַהּפֶֹנ֣ה ָקִד֔ ַתֽח ֗לֹו ֶאת ַהַּׁש֙ הַלֽה' ּוָפ֣ ְוָעָׂש֤
ה ר יֲַעֶׂש֖ יו ַּכֲאֶׁש֥ ָלתֹ֙ו ְוֶאת־ְׁשָלָמ֔ ֹֽ תֶאת־ע ְּב֣יֹום ַהַּׁשָּב֑
י ֵצאֽתֹו׃ ַער ַאֲחֵר֥ א ְוָסַג֥ר ֶאת־ַהַּׁש֖ ְויָָצ֛

Verses 46:16-18: Regulations of the Prince’s land rights to protect the people’s landholdings.

Ezekiel 46:18 מ״ו:י״חיחזקאל

The prince shall not take from the people’s inheritance to deprive them of

their possession. He shall bequeath to his sons from [only] his possession

so that each man of My people shall be not scattered from his possession.

ם ְלֽהֹונָֹת֙ם יא ִמּנֲַחַל֣ת ָהָע֗ ח ַהּנִָׂש֜ םְו�א־יִַּק֨ ֵמֲאֻחּזָָת֔
ר ַע֙ן ֲאֶׁש֣ יו ְלַמ֙ ל ֶאת־ָּבָנ֑ יֵמֲאֻחּזָ֖תֹו יַנְִח֣ צּו ַעִּמ֔ ֽ�א־יָֻפ֣

יׁש ֵמֲאֻחּזָֽתֹו׃ ִא֖

Connections

Maimonides rules that the Haftarah’s sacrifices and laws are not standard Temple procedures:

Mishneh Torah, Sacrificial Procedure 2:14 ב:י״דהקרבנותמעשההלכותתורה,משנה

All the measures of libations stated in Ezekiel and the lists of sacrifices and

orders of service written there are all inauguration sacrifices. They are not

to be practiced [in all] generations. Rather, the prophet commanded and

explained how to bring the inauguration [sacrifices] as part of the Altar’s

inauguration in the Third Temple in the days of the Messianic king.

ּוִמנְיַןָּכל ִׁשעּוֵרי ַהּנְָסִכים ָהֵאמּוִרין ְּבֵסֶפר יְֶחזְֵקאל
ָׁשםאֹוָתן ַהָּקְרָּבנֹות ְוִסְדֵרי ָהֲעבֹוָדה ַהְּכתּוִבים

ֶאָּלא ַהּנִָביאֻּכָּלם ִמּלּוִאים ֵהן ְוֵאין נֹוֲהגִין ְלדֹורֹות
ִעם ֲחנַֻּכתִצָּוה ּוֵפֵרׁש ֵּכיַצד יְִהיּו ַמְקִריִבין ַהִּמּלּוִאין

ַּביִת ְׁשִליִׁשי:ַהִּמזְֵּבַח ִּביֵמי ַהֶּמֶל� ַהָּמִׁשיַח ְּכֶׁשּיִָּבנֶה

With emendations, all translations are from Sefaria.org. To dedicate, comment, or subscribe, email zbeer570@gmail.com.


