
Haftarah Helper 5781: Emor

Zachary Beer (Nachshon Project Fellow, The City College of New York) and

Barry Kornblau (Rabbi, Young Israel of Hollis Hills-Windsor Park, Queens, NY)

Ezekiel 44:15-31

Paralleling the Parashah’s commands relating to Aaron and his sons, the Haftarah delves into the role of the priests

in a rebuilt Temple. This passage is part of the concluding chapters of Ezekiel which detail a rebuilt Temple and its

procedures.
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In contrast with the First Temple’s corrupt end, the new Temple will stand as a bastion of justice,

holiness, and purity. Most priestly families, who served idols during the First Temple, will be banished from priestly

roles. Reprising their role during King David’s era, only the line of Tzadok, whose name is synonymous with

righteousness, will officiate as priests at the Temple and among the people. The Haftarah details their duty to follow

the Parashah’s priestly laws, and to serve as teachers and judges for the nation. In return, they are especially close

to God, and the people sustain them from their sacrifices, tithes, and first fruits.

Some of these laws, such as a prohibition for a priest to marry an Israelite’s widow (Ezek. 44:22), differ from the

Torah’s (Lev. 21:7). This led to Talmudic uncertainty about whether Ezekiel should be included in the Bible.

Enigmatically, the Talmud recounts that these legal differences were resolved - but without stating the actual

resolutions (see Connections below for one such resolution):

Shabbat 13b בי״גשבת

Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: “Truly, that man is remembered
for the good, and his name is Ḥananya ben Ḥizkiya, as
if not for him, the book of Ezekiel would have been
buried [and excluded from the Bible] since [some of] its words contradict

the words of the Torah. What did [Ḥananya ben Ḥizkiya] do?
They brought him three hundred jugs of oil [for light
and food], and he sat in the upper story [of a
building] and homiletically resolved the contradictions.

זכָורּברְַּם:רַבאמָרַיהְודָּהרַבאמָרַ
חזִקְיִהָּבןֶּוחַנֲנַיְהָאוֹתוֹ האָיִשׁ לטַוֹּב

,יחְזֶקְאֵלספֵרֶנגִנְזַהואּשמְׁוֹ, שאֶׁלִמְלָאֵ

ברָָיו ברְֵיסוֹתרְִיןשהֶׁיָוּ דְּ מהֶ.תוֹרָהדִּ
גרְַּביֵהעֶלֱוּ לוֹ שלְׁשֹׁ מאֵוֹת? —עשָהָׂ
.ודְּרָשןָׁבעַּלֲיִיָּהויְשָבַׁ,שמֶׁןֶ

Rabbi David Kimchi (Radak), offers a non-Talmudic explanation of these stringencies; i.e, they reflect an additional

level of sanctity befitting a Temple holier than the one it replaced.
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Haftarah Breakdown

Verses 15-16: Only priests descended from Tzadok, who did not serve idols during the 1st Temple era, will serve God

in the Temple.

Ezekiel 44:15 ט״ו:מ״דיחזקאל

“The priestly Levites, descendants of Tzadok, who kept My sanctuary’s

charge while the children of Israel strayed from Me, they shall come near

to me to minister to me. They shall stand before Me to offer to me fat and

blood,” says the Lord God.

ּאשֲרֶׁ֨צדָוֹ֗קבנְּיֵ֣הלַוְיִםִּ֜והְכַהֹּנֲיִ֨ם שמָׁרְו֜
שיִׁ֙ בתִּעְוֹ֤תאתֶ־משִמְֶׁרֶ֤ת מקִדְָּ

יקִרְְבוּ֥ אלֵַי֖הֵמ֛הָּבנְּיֵֽ־ישִרְָׂאלֵ֙ מֵעֽלָיַ֔
רְֽתֵנ֑יִ חֵל֣בֶליִ֙להְקַרְִי֥בועְמָדְוּ֣ לפְנָיַ֗לשְָׁ

ה'׃אדֲנָֹי֥נאְֻם֖ודָָם֔

2
See Radak on 44:22.

1
The Haftarot for Parshat HaChodesh and Tetzaveh are also selections from this closing section of Ezekiel. Ezekiel was a priest, perhaps

partly accounting for his focus on Temple matters.

https://www.outorah.org/p/83228
https://www.outorah.org/p/82707


Verses 17-22: Laws regulating priestly garments, hair, wine consumption, and marriage.

Ezekiel 44:17 י״ז:מ״דיחזקאל

It shall be that upon their entering the inner court’s gates, they shall wear

linen garments. Wool shall not come upon them during their

ministrations at the inner court’s gates or within.

בבְּוֹאםָ֙ אֶלֽ־שעַׁרֲֵי֙ החֶצֵָר֣והְיָהָ֗
י֖םבגִּדְֵי֥הפַּנְיִמיִ֔ת ּפשִתְִּׁ ש֑וׁ ילִבְָּ

רְֽתםָ֗עלֲיֵהםֶ֙ צמֶ֔רֶולְאֹֽ־יעַלֲֶה֤ בשְָּׁ
ובָָיֽתְהָהפַּנְיִמִי֖תהחֶצֵָר֥בשְּעַׁרֲֵי֛

Verses 23-24: The priests will teach and judge God’s people, and ensure the sanctity of holy days.

Ezekiel 44:23 כ״ג:מ״דיחזקאל

They shall instruct My people [to distinguish] between the sacred and the

ordinary, and inform them [to distinguish] between the defiled and the

pure.

י֣ י֥ןואְתֶ־עמִַּ קדֶֹ֖שׁ לחְלֹ֑יוֹרוּ֔ בֵּ
יוֹדִעֻםֽ׃לטְהָוֹ֖רובּיֵן־טמֵָא֥

Verses 25-27
3
: Laws governing priestly defilement due to contact with corpses.

Ezekiel 44:25 כ״ה:מ״דיחזקאל

[The priest] shall come near no dead person to defile themselves - except

they shall defile themselves for [their own] father, mother, son, daughter,

brother, or for [their] never-married sister.

י֣לטְמָאְָה֑יבָוֹ֖אלאֹ֥אדָָם֔ואְלֶ־מֵת֣ כִּ
לאְחָ֗ולּבְתַ֜ולּבְןֵ֨ולּ֠אְםֵאםִ־לאְבָ֡
רֽ־לאֹ־היָתְָה֥ולּאְחָוֹ֛ת אֽו׃ּאשֲֶׁ לאְִי֖שׁ יטִמַָּּ

Verses 28-31: Unlike other Israelites, priests do not have ancestral property. God is their inheritance, providing for

them by commanding Israelites to sustain them with sacrificial, agricultural, and other gifts.

Ezekiel 44:30 ל:מ״דיחזקאל

And the first of all the firstfruits of all things, and every heave-offering of

all your heave offerings, shall belong to the priests: you shall also give to

the priest the first of your dough, that he may cause a blessing to rest on

your house.

כלֹּ֗וכְלָ־תרְּו֣מּתַכלֹ֜ורְֵאשיִׁת֩ כלָּ־בכִּוּ֨רֵּי
י֤תיהִֽיְהֶ֑לכַהֹּנֲיִ֖םמכִלֹּ֙ תרְּומּוֹ֣תיֵכםֶ֔ ורְֵאשִׁ

להְנָיִ֥חַ ברְָּכָה֖ערֲִסוֹֽתיֵכםֶ֙ תתִּנְּוּ֣ לכַהֹּןֵ֔
אלֶ־ביֵּתֶךֽ׃ָ

Connections

A Talmudic approach to understanding the Haftarah’s prohibition for priests to marry an Israelite widow; (see

introduction, above.)

Kiddushin 78a-b ב-אע״חקידושין

Rav Nahman said to Rava: The first clause [of Ezek. 44:22] pertains to a

High Priest [who is prohibited from marrying a widow], and [its] latter

clause pertains to a common priest [who may marry a widow]. Rava said

to him: Yes[, I agree].

קראהאילרבאנחמןרבליהאמר
הדיוטבכהןוסיפאגדולבכהןרישא
איןליהאמר

With emendations, all translations are from Sefaria.org. To dedicate, comment, or subscribe, email haftarahhelper@gmail.com.
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According to Rashi, verse 27 constitutes a separate, distinct command. We follow Radak, who groups it with the previous two verses.
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