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Isaiah 6:1-6:13"; 7:1-6%; 9:5-6°

God reveals Himself to Isaiah in the year of King Uzziah’s death*. Chapter 6 portrays this revelation, similar to
God’s Revelation at Sinai. Isaiah perceives God’s throne, angels, and glory filling a great hall and the entire world.
God calls him to prophesy to Judah. Judah will reject his words, and He will therefore destroy them. Nonetheless,
God reassures Isaiah - and decades later, in chapter 7, Judah and its leaders - that He will preserve a portion of His
holy people. The Haftarah culminates by jumping ahead to a brief, third passage® in chapter 9. Two verses convey
God’s promise of a morally and spiritually rejuvenated Davidic dynasty that will reign forever, heralding a
messianic era.

Haftarah Breakdown
Verses 6:1-4: Isaiah has a prophetic vision of God, and of angels recounting His glory.
Isaiah 6:1 RV
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high TTRTNN RN WY 7227 DTN
and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. DKM 1AW Kipa) 07,8970V 2y
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Verse 6:5: Isaiah fears that he does not deserve his vision, and therefore will die.

Isaiah 6:5 YYD

Then said I, “Woe is me for I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I | D noty=xpu UK *2 *n°AT7173 *2iR 18R]
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, "5 WP IR DD RpYTOY 7N 22iR
the Lord of hosts.” DIY IR NIRE 7 IR0

Verses 6:6-7: An angel cleanses Isaiah of sin.

Isaiah 6:7 YYD
And he [the angel] laid [a hot coal] upon my mouth, and said, “Lo, this has TROW-LY 71 YA n37 R® 90y van
touched your lips; your iniquity is taken away, and your sin is purged.” 17920 FONEM THY W

Verses 6:8-10: God gives Isaiah his mission: prophecy to a scornful people to repent - but they will refuse...

Isaiah 6:9 0PI

And He said, “Go, and tell these people, ‘Hear indeed, but understand not; Y Wnw 137 0Y? RN T2 nkh
and see indeed, but perceive not.”” AVTATIRY IR IR DR

' Sepharadim recite only this passage.

2 Only Ashkenazim add this passage.

3 Ashkenazim and Yemenite Jews add this passage.

4 Chazal place Isaiah’s inauguration as prophet earlier, when Uzziah was stricken with tzara’at (“leprosy”), making him “dead” and unable to
rule effectively; see 2 Kings 15.

5 Third for Ashkenazim, and second for Yemenites. As noted, Sepharadim recite only chapter 6.



Verses 6:11-13: ...therefore, God will lay waste to all but a faithful remnant of Judah - and even it shall be afflicted.

Isaiah 6:13
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One-tenth shall remain in [Judah]. It too shall be consumed -but like a
terebinth and like an oak, whose stump remains when casting off their
leaves; its stump is holy seed.
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Verses 7:1-7:6: Decades later, the Northern Kingdom, Israel (“Ephraim”), and its neighbor, Aram (Syria), plan to
attack Jerusalem. God instructs Isaiah to reassure Judah and its wicked king, Ahaz, that the attack will fail.

Isaiah 7:2
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The house of David was told, saying, “Aram is allied with Ephraim.” Its heart
and the heart of its people was moved [with fear], as the trees of the forest are
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moved with the wind. HiE i toYa
Verses 9:5-6: Isaiah prophesies the birth and eternal reign of a future righteous Davidic king.
Isaiah 9:6 10 YRS

[The wonder child is born] for the increase of the realm and for peace
without end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to found it
and to establish it with judgment and with justice, from henceforth and
forever. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts shall perform this!
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Parts of Isaiah’s vision of God’s glory can be found in

, recited during the repetition of the Amidah.

Siddur Ashkenaz, Weekday, Amidah, Kedushah
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We will hallow Your Name in the world as they hallow it in the heavens
above, as is written by Your prophet’s hand, “One called to another and said,
‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory.”
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The Talmud presents a heavenly

, based on v. 9:6, above.

Sanhedrin 94a
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Bar Kappara taught...: “Why is every [Hebrew letter] ‘mem’ in the middle of a
word open, but this “mem” [of the word 712727], is closed? The Holy One,
blessed be He, sought to designate King Hezekiah as the Messiah, and
Sennacherib and Assyria, [respectively,] as [his enemies,] Gog and Magog.
The attribute of justice said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: ‘Master of
the Universe! David, king of Israel, recited many songs and praises before
You, yet You did not designate him as Messiah. But Hezekiah, for whom You
performed all these miracles, yet he did not recite songs before You - You will
designate him as the Messiah?’ Therefore, the mem was closed.”
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With emendations, all translations are from Sefaria.org. To dedicate, comment, or subscribe, email zbeers7o @gmail.com.
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