
Shemot (Ashkenazim): Isaiah 27:6-28:13, 29:22-23

Isaiah prophesied the words of this Haftarah when the Northern Kingdom (Ephraim) and

Southern Kingdom (Judah) were large, powerful, wealthy - yet vulnerable. Assyria had

already conquered and exiled some of the Northern Kingdom, and threatened both

kingdoms.  Other exiles were in Egypt and elsewhere.

The Haftarah’s first section, the end of chapter 27, concludes a series of powerfully apocalyptic yet hopeful

visions about the world and the Jewish people. Isaiah rebukes the people for idolatrously defecting from God,

reminds them of God’s merciful justice, and urges them - despite exilic despair abroad and geopolitical threats at

home - to return to Him alone. This repentance will prevent further disaster and prompt God to create a glorious

new reality. He will return the exiles languishing in faraway lands to Jerusalem where they will no longer be

divided from one another but will instead be united in His service at His holy mountain. Just as God redeemed the

Israelites from their seemingly interminable Egyptian exile in the Parashah, so too will He redeem them in the

Haftarah - and in the messianic future, too.

The Haftarah’s second section, the opening of chapter 28, opens a series of harsh prophecies against Judah.

Using the Northern Kingdom and its drunken leaders as an example (verses 1-6), Isaiah ferociously castigates

Judah’s powerful priests, prophets, and officials for their disgusting hedonism, corruption, pride, as well as their

mockery and neglect of God, His prophets, and His teachings to care for society’s needy. This passage includes no

call for repentance. Apparently, hedonism’s pleasures and attitudes are irretrievably self-destructive, precluding

spiritual and moral change more powerfully than even defection to another god.

Nonetheless, keeping with the general rule that a Haftarah must conclude on an uplifting note, it skips

dozens of harsh verses ahead to conclude with two verses of redemption from the end of chapter 29. They portray

the people’s forefather and namesake, Jacob, one day taking pride in his future descendants proudly serving God.
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Haftarah Breakdown

Verses 27:6-11: One day, Jacob’s descendants shall take root and prosper, benefitting the entire world. In the

meantime, God will punish them for idolatry, destroy Jerusalem, and exile them.

Isaiah 27:9 כ״ז:טישעיהו

Therefore, with this shall Jacob be atoned, and this is all the fruit to

remove his sin.  He must make all the altar stones as chalkstones that are

beaten asunder; the idolatrous trees and sun images must not stand.

ר חַטָּאת֑וֹ י הָסִ֣ ה כָּל־פְּרִ֖ ב וְזֶ֕ ֹ֔ ר עֲוֺֽן־יעֲַק ן בְּזאֹת֙ יכְֻפַּ֣ לָכֵ֗
חַ כְּאַבְניֵ־גרִ֙ מְנפָֻּצ֔וֹת בְּשׂוּמ֣וֹ ׀ כָּל־אַבְנֵ֣י מִזבְֵּ֗

ים וְחַמָּנִיֽם׃ מוּ אֲשֵׁרִ֖ ֽ�א־יקָֻ֥

Verses 27:12-13: Afterwards, God will extract His exiled people from afar and gather them to serve Him in

Jerusalem.

Isaiah 27:13 כ״ז:י״גישעיהו

It shall come to pass on that day that a great horn shall be blown.  Those

lost in the land of Assyria and those banished in the land of Egypt shall

come and worship the Lord in the holy mountain in Jerusalem.

אוּ ר גָּדוֹל֒ וּבָ֗ וְהָיָה֣ ׀ בַּיּ֣וֹם הַה֗וּא יתִָּקַע֮ בְּשׁוֹפָ֣
יםִ רֶץ מִצְרָ֑ ים בְּאֶ֣ רֶץ אַשּׁ֔וּר וְהַנּדִָּחִ֖ בְדִים֙ בְּאֶ֣ ֹֽ הָא

דֶשׁ בִּירוּשָׁלָםִֽ׃ ֹ֖ ר הַקּ וְהִשְׁתַּחֲו֧וּ לַה' בְּהַ֥
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Verses 28:1-4: The drunken and haughty leaders of the Northern Kingdom (Ephraim) will lead to its downfall.

Isaiah 28:1 כ״ח:אישעיהו

Woe to Ephraim’s drunkards’ haughty crown and its fading blossom’s

glorious beauty on the head of a rich valley of those overcome with wine!

י ל צְבִ֣ יץ נבֵֹ֖ יםִ וְצִ֥ י אֶפְרַ֔ רֶת גֵּאוּת֙ שִׁכּרֵֹ֣ ה֗וֹי עֲטֶ֤
אשׁ גֵּיֽא־שְׁמָנִ֖ים הֲל֥וּמֵי יָיֽןִ׃ ֹ֥ ר עַל־ר תִפְאַרְתּ֑וֹ אֲשֶׁ֛

Verses 28:5-6: God will be the crown for the few survivors of Ephraim’s destruction.  God will inspire them with

judicial wisdom and military strength.

Isaiah 28:5 כ״ח:הישעיהו

On that day the Lord of hosts will be a crown of glory and a diadem of

beauty for the remnant of His people.

ת י וְלִצְפִירַ֖ רֶת צְבִ֔ בַּיּ֣וֹם הַה֗וּא יִהְֽיהֶ֙ ה' צְבָקוֹת לַעֲטֶ֣
ר עַמּֽוֹ׃ ה לִשְׁאָ֖ תִּפְאָרָ֑

Verses 28:7-8: Judah’s leaders are also drunkards, wallowing in their vomit.

Isaiah 28:7 כ״ח:זישעיהו

These [Judah’s leaders] too, reeled from wine and erred from strong

drink.  Priest and prophet reeled from strong drink.  They are soaked with

wine, they erred from strong drink. They reeled in [their] vision, they

totter in judgment.

ן וְנבִָיא֩ שָׁג֨וּ ר תָּע֑וּ כּהֵֹ֣ לֶּה֙ בַּיַּי֣ןִ שָׁג֔וּ וּבַשֵּׁכָ֖ וְגםַ־אֵ֙
ה ר שָׁגוּ֙ בָּרֽאֶֹ֔ יןִ תָּעוּ֙ מִן־הַשֵּׁכָ֔ ר נבְִלְע֣וּ מִן־הַיַּ֗ בַשֵּׁכָ֜

פָּק֖וּ פְּלִילִיָּהֽ׃

Verses 28:9-13: God will punish Judah’s leaders for mocking His prophets and refusing to care for the vulnerable.

Isaiah 28:12 כ״ח:י״בישעיהו

For He said to them, "This is [how to get] the rest [you seek]: give rest to

the weary, and this [will give you] tranquility" - but they refused to listen.

את ֹ֖ ף וְז את הַמְּנוּחָה֙ הָנִ֣יחוּ לֶעָֽיֵ֔ ֹ֤ ם ז ר אֲלֵיהֶ֗ ר ׀ אָמַ֣ אֲשֶׁ֣
ה וְ֥�א אָב֖וּא שְׁמֽוֹעַ׃ הַמַּרְגֵּעָ֑

Verses 29:22-23: One day, forefather Jacob will take pride in his descendants as they sanctify his God’s Name.

Isaiah 29:23 כ״ט:כ״גישעיהו

For when he [Jacob] sees his children, the work of My hands, in his midst

sanctifying My name, [he will see] them sanctifying the Holy One of

Jacob, and revering the God of Israel.

י ישֽׁוּ שְׁמִ֑ י בְּקִרְבּ֖וֹ יקְַדִּ֣ ה ידַָ֛ יו מַעֲשֵׂ֥ רְאתֹוֹ ילְָדָ֞ י בִ֠ כִּ֣
ל ב וְאֶת־אֱ�קי ישְִׂרָאֵ֖ ֹ֔ וְהִקְדִּ֙ישׁוּ֙ אֶת־קְד֣וֹשׁ יַעֲֽק

יצוּ׃ יעֲַרִֽ

Connections

The tenth blessing of the Amidah derives its language from God’s promise in 27:13 (above).

Siddur Ashkenaz, Weekday, Amidah עמידהחול,ימיאשכנז,סידור

Sound the great shofar for our liberty, and raise a banner to gather

our exiles, and gather us together from the four corners of the earth.

Blessed are You, God, Gatherer of the dispersed of His people Israel.

לְקַבֵּץלְחֵרוּתֵנֽוּ וְשָׂא נסֵתְּקַע בְּשׁוֹפָר גָּדוֹל
צֵנֽוּ יַחַֽד מֵאַרְבַּע כַּנפְוֹת הָאָרֶֽץ: גָּלֻיּוֹתֵיֽנוּ וְקַבְּ֒

בָּרוּ� אַתָּה ה' מְקַבֵּץ נדְִחֵי עַמּוֹ ישְִׂרָאֵל:
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