
Terumah: 1 Kings 5:26-6:13

After a tumultuous half millenium, the Israelite kingdom was finally prosperous and at

peace under its king, Solomon. Succeeding his father, David, he solidified his rule, was

blessed with divine wisdom during a prophetic encounter, organized the nation within,

and struck alliances with neighbors . Solomon starts to fulfill David’s greatest desire: to build a permanent House
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for God, as commanded in the Parashah. Continuing David’s alliance with King Hiram of Tyre to the north,

Solomon contracts for Hiram’s skilled lumbermen to work with Israelites to cut and transport massive trees from

“the Lebanon” to the sea for transport to Israel’s Mediterranean coast.

The Haftarah begins by relating how Solomon’s divine wisdom, like Bezalel’s divine wisdom in building the

Mishkan (Tabernacle), guides his work. In the spring of his fourth year as king, Solomon musters a massive

workforce- more than 180,000 men - to transport materials from across Israel and beyond. He covered the Temple
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in fine stones, high-quality wood, and precious metals. As in the Parashah, the Temple’s size, campus, features, and

materials are meticulously detailed. The Haftarah concludes as God enjoins Solomon to follow His laws. In turn,

God will fulfill His promises to David, sustain the monarchy, and protect and, as stated in the Parashah, dwell

among His people.
3

Haftarah Breakdown

Verses 5:26-28: Solomon sends Israelite men to “the Lebanon” to work with Hiram’s lumbermen.

I Kings 5:28 ה:כ״חאמלכים

[Solomon] sent [30,000 men]  to the Lebanon, in shifts of 10,000 per month.

They were in the Lebanon for a month, and two months at home.  Adoniram

was over the levy.

דֶשׁ֙ חֲלִיפ֔וֹת ֹ֙ ים בַּח רֶת אֲלָפִ֤ ם לְבָנ֗וֹנהָ עֲשֶׂ֨ וַיּשְִׁלָחֵ֣
ים בְּבֵית֑וֹ דֶשׁ יהְִי֣וּ בַלְּבָנ֔וֹן שְׁנַי֥םִ חֳדָשִׁ֖ ֹ֚ ח

ם עַל־הַמַּסֽ׃ {ס}         וַאֲדנֹיִרָ֖

Verses 5:29-32: Solomon sends 150,000 other workers, along with 3,300 supervisors to enforce their work, to the

mountains to quarry and transport large, valuable stones. His, Hiram’s and other workers hew them for the Temple.

I Kings 5:31 ה:ל״אאמלכים

The king commanded, and they transported great stones, costly stones- to lay

the foundation of the House with hewn stones.

ים גְּדלֹ֜וֹת אֲבָנִ֧ים יקְָר֛וֹת עוּ֩ אֲבָנִ֨ לֶ� וַיּסִַּ֩ ו הַמֶּ֡ וַיצְַ֣
יתִ אַבְנֵי֥ גזִָיֽת׃ ד הַבָּ֖ לְיסֵַּ֥

Verses 6:1-6: 480 years after the Exodus and four years into his reign, Solomon builds the Temple.  The dimensions

and windows of its main building are detailed, as are the dimensions of its interior and exterior walls.

I Kings 6:2 ו:באמלכים

The House which King Solomon built for the Lord- its length was sixty cubits,

its breadth was twenty cubits, and its height was thirty cubits.

לֶ� שְׁ�מהֹ֙ לַה' ה הַמֶּ֤ ר בָּנָ֜ יתִ אֲשֶׁ֨ וְהַבַּ֗
ים ים רׇחְבּ֑וֹ וּשְׁ�שִׁ֥ ה אׇרְכּ֖וֹ וְעֶשְׂרִ֣ שִׁשִּׁים־אַמָּ֥

ה קוֹמָתֽוֹ׃ אַמָּ֖

3
With emendations, all translations are from Sefaria.org. All images under Creative Commons license.  To dedicate, comment, or subscribe,

email haftarahhelper@gmail.com.
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For perspective, a recent Study trac[ing] worldwide Jewish population from Exodus to modern age estimates the total

Israelite population at this time at 2,00,000.
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See Haftarah Helper on Chayei Sarah and Vayechi for the contested transition of power from David to Solomon.
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Verses 6:7-10: Expanding on the prohibition to use hewn stone for an Altar (Ex. 20:22), Solomon built his Temple

of materials fashioned elsewhere.  Additional building dimensions and the use of cedar wood are described.

I Kings 6:7 ו:זאמלכים

As the House was being built, it was built of completed [and then]

transported stone.  Neither hammer nor ax nor iron tool was heard in the

House as it was being built.

ע נבְִנָ֑ה וּמַקָּב֤וֹת ה מַסָּ֖ נתֹ֔וֹ אֶבֶן־שְׁלֵמָ֥ יתִ֙ בְּהִבָּ֣ וְהַבַּ֙
יתִ בְּהִבָּנתֹֽוֹ׃ ע בַּבַּ֖ ל ֽ�א־נשְִׁמַ֥ י בַרְזֶ֔ וְהַגַּרְזןֶ֙ כׇּל־כְּלִ֣

Verses 6:11-13: God tells Solomon that if he follows God’s ways, He will fulfill His promises to David, sustain the

monarchy, and protect and dwell among His people.

I Kings 6:12 ו:י״באמלכים

[Regarding] this House you are building: If you follow My laws, perform

my judgments, and keep all My commandments, walking in [their ways,

then] I will fulfill for you the word [i.e., promise] that I spoke unto your

father, David.

ה אִם־תֵּלֵ֤� בְּחֻקּתַֹי֙ ה בנֶֹ֗ ה אֲשֶׁר־אַתָּ֣ יתִ הַזֶּ֜ הַבַּ֨
כֶת י לָלֶ֣ מַרְתָּ֥ אֶת־כׇּל־מִצְותַֺ֖ ה וְשָֽׁ י תַּעֲֽשֶׂ֔ וְאֶת־מִשְׁפָּטַ֣
רְתִּי אֶל־דָּוִ֥ד ר דִּבַּ֖ � אֲשֶׁ֥ י אֶת־דְּבָרִי֙ אִתָּ֔ ם וַהֲקִמתִֹ֤ בָּהֶ֑

אָבִיֽ�׃

Haftarah Architecture

As did the Mishkan before it, the Temple’s construction

fulfilled the command, “Let them make Me a sanctuary that I

may dwell among them.” (Exodus 25:8) In both cases, this

command is elaborated with great detail, including building

dimensions, materials, building methods, and more. To the

left is one presentation (a side view and a top view) of the

building’s main features and dimensions. Other

presentations differ in various ways, given uncertainties in

the Biblical text.

Solomon’s Temple has captured the

imaginations of countless Jews and

gentiles over the millennia. To the right,

for example, is its depiction, with

accompanying notes, by famed

mathematician and scientist, Issac

Newton. His extensive writings about

Solomon’s Temple are stored at the

National Library of Israel.
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4 The little known fascination Newton had
with the Jewish Temple (The Jerusalem Post)

https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/newtons-temple-596350
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/newtons-temple-596350

