
Shabbat HaGadol: Malachi 3:4-24
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Initially, things went well for the Judeans who returned from the Babylonian exile and built

the Second Temple. But after a few generations, the restoration was losing steam. The

grand promises of the previous generation’s prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, were

unfulfilled. The Bible’s final prophet, Malachi , once again directed the people, especially
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its priests and Levites, on God’s path. His book is framed as a debate between God and His people. Its general

pattern is [A] a complaint is lodged; [B] a reply, often sarcastic, is offered; [C] one side elaborates its point; [D] and

the prophet concludes with a rebuke or promise. The Haftarah conveys his, and God’s, final prophetic messages.

In the Haftarah, Malachi urges the people to desist from a variety of sins against one another and God. To

encourage them, God even challenges them to test His ability to reward them so that He can bless them. More

profoundly, seeing this blessing of His will answer the complaint of even those who fear Him: why do they suffer

while evildoers prosper? God will further reply to that question on a “great and fearsome day” which the return of

Elijah the prophet will portend. God will obliterate the wicked and the righteous will triumph over them, similar to

the Exodus, commemorated on the upcoming Passover holiday. Elijah will inspire intergenerational bonds that will
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prevent God from destroying the Land. In the meantime, God’s people must continue to follow Moses’s law.
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Haftarah Breakdown

Verse 3:4: After harshly punishing and purifying its wayward priests, God will again accept Judah’s offerings.

Malachi 3:4 ג:דמלאכי

[D] Then the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem shall be pleasing to the

Lord, as in the days of yore and in the years of old.

ם י עֹוָל֔ ה ִויֽרּוָׁשָלִ֑ם ִּכיֵמ֣ ת יְהּוָד֖ ְוָעְֽרָב֙ה ַלֽה' ִמנְַח֥
ּוְכָׁשִנ֖ים ַקְדמֹנִּיֹֽות׃

Verses 3:5-7: God hurries to punish Judah for generations of sin. Just as He is unchanging, His people have not

changed and continue to sin against Him. God nonetheless awaits their return to Him.

Malachi 3:5 ג:המלאכי

[A] “I will come near to you in judgment. I will be a swift witness against

the sorcerers, the adulterers, and those who swear falsely; against those

who oppress [by withholding] a worker’s wage, the widow, and the

orphan; and [against] those who turn aside the stranger and do not fear

Me,” says the Lord of hosts.

ר ד ְמַמֵה֗ י ֲאֵליֶכ֮ם ַלִּמְׁשָּפ֒ט ְוָהִי֣יִתי ׀ ֵע֣ ְוָקַרְבִּת֣
י ֶקר ּוְבעְֹׁשֵק֣ ים ַלָּׁש֑ ים ּוַבּנְִׁשָּבִע֖ ַּבְֽמַכְּׁשִפי֙ם ּוַבְמָנֲ֣אִפ֔
ה ְויָ֤תֹום ּוַמֵּטי־גֵ֙ר ְו֣�א יְֵר֔אּונִי ִכיר ַאְלָמנָ֨ ְׂשַכר־ָׂש֠

ר ה' ְצָבֽאֹות׃ ָאַמ֖

Verses 3:8-9: Despite the Levites’ and Priests’s sins, the rest of the people have sinned by not giving them tithes.

Malachi 3:8 ג:חמלאכי

[A] Ought man to defraud God? Yet you defraud Me. [B] You ask, “How

have we defrauded You?” [C] [By not giving] tithe and terumah.

ם י ַוֲאַמְרֶּת֖ ים אִֹת֔ י ַאֶּת֙ם קְֹבִע֣ ים ִּכ֤ ם ֱא�ִה֗ ע ָאָד֜ ֲהיְִקַּב֨
ר ְוַהְּתרּוָמֽה׃ ה ְקַבֲע֑נּו� ַהַּֽמֲעֵׂש֖ ַּבֶּמ֣
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With emendations, all translations are from Sefaria.org. To dedicate or subscribe, email haftarahhelper@gmail.com. All

Haftarah Helpers are available online through OU Torah.
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This Haftarah relates to neither a Parashah, nor to the Maftir of a holiday or seasonal reading such as the Four Parashiyot.

See this article for how it nonetheless became the customary Haftarah recited on the Shabbat before Passover.
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“Malachi” (literally, “My Messenger”) may be the prophet’s personal name, a nickname for Mordechai or Ezra (Megillah 15a),

or the era’s High Priest, Joshua son of Jehotzadak (Da’at Mikra).
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The reader repeats verse 23 to end the Haftarah “ טובבכי ” (on a “positive note”).
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Verses 3:10-12: God tells the people to test whether He will compensate them for giving tithes. If they do, God will

protect and grant their bountiful crops such that other nations will praise them and their Land.

Malachi 3:10 ג:ימלאכי

[D] “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so that there may be food in

My house. Test Me with that!”, says the Lord of Hosts, “[to see] if I will not

open heaven’s windows for you, and pour out for you immeasurable

blessing.”

ֶר֙ף י ֶט֙ ר ִויִה֥ ית ָהאֹוָצ֗ ר ֶאל־ֵּב֣ יאּו ֶאת־ָּכל־ַהַּֽמֲעֵׂש֜ ָהִב֨
ר ה' ְצָבקֹות ִאם־֧�א את ָאַמ֖ ֹ֔ י ּוְבָח֤נּונִי נָ֙א ָּבז ְּבֵביִת֔

י ָלֶכ֛ם יִם ַוֲהִריקִֹת֥ ת ֲאֻרּ֣בֹות ַהָּׁשַמ֔ ם ֵא֚ ח ָלֶכ֗ ֶאְפַּת֣
ה ַעד־ְּבִלי־ָדֽי׃ ְּבָרָכ֖

Verses 3 13-14: God records the complaint of those who fear Him- Serving God offers no gain since evildoers

flourish and the righteous suffer?- and promises to reward them, compassionately, in the future.

Malachi 3:14 ג:י״דמלאכי

[C] You have said, “It is vain to serve God! What profit is [there] for our

having kept His charge, and for having walked mournfully [translation

uncertain] before the Lord of Hosts?”

ְרנּ֙ו י ָׁשַמ֙ ַצע ִּכ֤ ד ֱא�קים ּוַמה־ֶּב֗ ֹ֣ ְוא ֲעב ם ָׁש֖ ֲאַמְרֶּת֕
י יְה' ְצָבקֹות׃ ית ִמְּפֵנ֖ ַרּנִ֔ ֹ֣ י ָהַלְ֙כנּ֙ו ְקד ִמְׁשַמְרּ֔תֹו ְוִכ֤

Verses 3:15-21: During that furious judgment, God will utterly eradicate evildoers. The righteous will rejoice and be

healed from their suffering, while trampling the wicked underfoot.

Malachi 3:21 ג:כ״אמלאכי

[D] “You shall trod upon the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the

soles of your feet on the day that I do this,” says the Lord of hosts.

ם ַחת ַּכּ֣פֹות ַרגְֵליֶכ֑ ֶפר ַּת֖ ים ִּכֽי־יְִה֣יּו ֵא֔ ם ְרָׁשִע֔ ְוַעּסֹוֶת֣
ר ה' ְצָבֽאֹות׃ (פ) ה ָאַמ֖ ר ֲאִנ֣י עֶֹׂש֔ ַּבּיֹו֙ם ֲאֶׁש֣

Verses 3:22-24: God’s final message: Remember the Torah while awaiting Elijah. His arrival will herald this mighty

Day of God by joining the hearts of parents and their children, thereby preventing God from destroying the Land.

Malachi 3:23 ג:כ״גמלאכי

Behold, I send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and

dreadful day of the Lord.

י ּ֚בֹוא יא ִלְפנֵ֗ ת ֵאִלָּי֣ה ַהּנִָב֑ ם ֵא֖ ַח ָלֶכ֔ ִהֵּנ֤ה ָאֽנִֹכ֙י ׁשֵֹל֣
א׃ ֣יֹום ה' ַהָּג֖דֹול ְוַהּנֹוָרֽ

Connection

The future role of Elijah, whose mysterious return concludes the Haftarah, is debated in the Mishnah.

Mishnah Eduyot 8:7 ח:זעדיותמשנה

R. Joshua said: “I have [heard] from R. Yohanan b. Zakkai, who heard

from his teacher, and his teacher from his teacher, as a law [given] to

Moses at Sinai, that Elijah will come neither to [declare] impure or to

[declare] pure, nor to distance or to bring near- but to distance those

brought near by force and to bring near those put away by force.” [...] R.

Judah says, “To bring near, but not to distance.” R. Shimon says, “to

conciliate disputes.” The Sages say, “neither to put away nor to bring near,

but to make peace in the world, as (Malachi 3:23-4) says, “Behold I send

you Elijah the prophet…and he shall turn the fathers’ hearts to the

children, and the childrens’ heart to their fathers.”

ָאַמר ַרִּבי יְהֹוֻׁשַע, ְמֻקָּבל ֲאנִי ֵמַרָּבן יֹוָחנָן ֶּבן זַַּכאי,
ֶׁשָּׁשַמע ֵמַרּבֹו ְוַרּבֹו ֵמַרּבֹו, ֲהָלָכה ְלמֶׁשה ִמִּסינַי,
ֶׁשֵאין ֵאִלּיָהּו ָבא ְלַטֵּמא ּוְלַטֵהר, ְלַרֵחק ּוְלָקֵרב,
ֶאָּלא ְלַרֵחק ַהְמקָֹרִבין ִּבזְרֹוַע ּוְלָקֵרב ַהְמֻרָחִקין
ִּבזְרֹוַע.[...] ַרִּבי יְהּוָדה אֹוֵמר, ְלָקֵרב, ֲאָבל �א
ְלַרֵחק. ַרִּבי ִׁשְמעֹון אֹוֵמר, ְלַהְׁשוֹות ַהַּמֲח�ֶקת.
ַוֲחָכִמים אֹוְמִרים, �א ְלַרֵחק ְו�א ְלָקֵרב, ֶאָּלא

ַלֲעׂשֹות ָׁשלֹום ָּבעֹוָלם, ֶׁשּנֱֶאַמר (מלאכי ג) ִהּנֵה
ָאנִֹכי ׁשֵֹלַח ָלֶכם ֵאת ֵאִלּיָה ַהּנִָביא ְוגֹו' ְוֵהִׁשיב ֵלב

ָאבֹות ַעל ָּבנִים ְוֵלב ָּבנִים ַעל ֲאבֹוָתם:


