Kedoshim (Ashkenazim): Amos 9:7-15“
An early contemporary of Isaiah, Amos prophesied in the Northern Kingdom during the
rule of its wicked king, Jeroboam II. At the peak of Israel’s expansion, wealth, power, and
ease, Amos lambasted its corruption, its treatment of society’s weakest, its hypocritical
Divine service, and more; as a result, destruction was imminent.

The Haftarah is Amos’s final prophecy. God declares that He has relationships with, and punishes and
redeems, other nations in addition to Israel. God’s closeness to His people, as reflected in His redeeming them from
Egypt (as well as in the Parashah’s holiness laws which are rooted in the Exodus; Lev. 19:34,36) will not prevent
Him from punishing the Northern Kingdom for its sins. Amos’s words in the Haftarah for Parashat Vayeishev (3:2),
explain why: God’s covenant with Israel means He is more, not less, exacting in His demands and punishments of
it. Indeed, God will especially punish those who misunderstand this in the Northern Kingdom’s forthcoming
destruction. Later, He will restore the Davidic dynasty, which will conquer neighboring lands. God will irrevocably
restore Israel to the Land, which it will rebuild and which will yield bounteous produce.
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Haftarah Breakdown

Verse 7: God controls the history of all nations, including Israel’s enemies, moving them from place to place
according to His will. Israel’s relationship with God and the Exodus are not unique in this regard.

Amos 9:7 .0 0MY

“Are you not like the Ethiopians unto Me, O children of Israel?” declares
the Lord. “Have I not brought Israel up from the land of Egypt, the
Philistines from Caphtor?, and [the nation of] Aram from Kir+?”
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Verses 8-10: Although God will never destroy the entire Jewish people, He will punish the Northern Kingdom’s
corrupt government and exile and kill its people- especially those who think that His relationship with Israel

prevents Him from doing so.

Amos 9:8
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“Behold, the Lord God’s eyes are upon the sinful [Northern] kingdom. I
[God] will destroy it from the face of the earth- except that I will not
utterly destroy the house of Jacob,” says the Lord.
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Verses 11-12: The Southern Kingdom’s Davidic dynasty is now weak but God will eventually restore its ancient
strength. Connected to God, it will then conquer Edom and other neighboring nations.

Amos 9:11
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On that day, I [God] will raise up David’s fallen tabernacle, repair its
breaches, raise up its ruins, and build it as in ancient days.

DT N2R30 T NRDTI TP KT 0713
D21 WD IR DK IO TR

' In most years, this text is the Haftarah for Parashiyot Acharei Mot or Acharei Mot-Kedoshim. According to Rabbi Moshe Isserlis (SA OC

428:8), Ashkenazim recite it even when Parashat Kedoshim is recited alone.

2 At nine verses, this is the shortest Haftarah of the year. Megillah 23a-b rules that the usual minimum length of a Haftarah is 21 verses but

also rules that a Haftarah which is a “complete topic”, such as this one, can be any length.
% According to Daat Mikra, Caphtor is the island of Crete in the Aegean Archipelago.

4 Prof. Yoel Elitzur argues that the nation of Aram originated in the ancient city of Kir, near the modern town of Hit (Heet) in the Al-Anbar
province of Iraq. Our verse references the Arameans’ departure from there as they conquered and ruled Damascus, Syria. The Assyrian king,
Tiglath-Pileser I1I, later conquered Damascus in 733, exiling the Arameans back to their point of origin. God’s use of Aram was over.


https://outorah.org/p/111653
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/tanakh/studies-tanakh/core-studies-tanakh/kedoshim-kir

Verses 13-15: God will end His people’s exile, planting them in the Land which they will rebuild and plant. God will
bless them with bountiful produce and security for eternity and never banish them again.

Amos 9:14
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I [God] will bring back the captivity of My people, Israel. They shall build
wasted cities and dwell [in them]. They shall plant vineyards and drink
their wine. They shall make gardens and eat their fruit.
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Verse 11 is the basis of the

for the holiday of

Grace After Meals
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May the Merciful One raise up David’s fallen tabernacle.
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Verse 14 promises a return of the Ten Tribes of Israel which has not yet occurred; Biblical promises of redemption

are sometimes partial or delayed. This point caps the reasoning of the
despite Biblical verses suggesting otherwise.

Mishnah Yadayim 4:4
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On that day Judah, an Ammonite convert, came and stood before them in
the house of study. He said to them: “May I enter [by marriage] into the
assembly [i.e., the Jewish people]?”

Rabban Gamaliel said to him, “You are forbidden.” Rabbi Joshua replied,
“You are permitted.”

R. Gamaliel replied [to R. Joshua], “Scripture (Deut. 23:4) states, ‘An
Ammonite or a Moabite shall not enter into the assembly of the Lord even
to the tenth generation.™

R. Joshua replied [to R. Gamaliel], “Are the Ammonites and Moabites in
their own territory? Sennacherib, king of Assyria, arose already and
mingled all the nations, as Scripture (Isa. 10:1) states, ‘T have removed the
borders of peoples, plundered their treasures, and, as a mighty one,
humbled [their] inhabitants.™

R. Gamaliel replied, “Scripture (Jer. 49:6) states, ‘Afterward, I will bring
back the captivity of the children of Ammon,” and they have already
returned.”

R. Joshua replied, “Scripture (Amos 9:14) states, ‘T will bring back the
captivity of my people Israel and Judah® yet they [Israel] have not yet
returned.”

They permitted [the Ammonite convert] to enter the assembly.
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With emendations, all translations are from Sefaria.org. To dedicate, comment, or subscribe, email haftarahhelper@gmail.com.

® The Mishnah adds the phrase “and Judah” that is absent in the standard text of the Bible.
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