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We can add a juicy thought to this wonderful idea based on
w_/hat Rashi and Tosafos (Succah 41a) present in the name of the
Mi_drash concerning the third Beis HaMikdash: nxw Tnyn w1
e el e e R p——

. ‘K"ﬂm mns—the future Mikdash, which we anticipate, will be
revealed and will arrive fully builtand complete from heaven,
as it states: “A Mikdash, my Lord, that your hands created.”
The Aruch LaNer (ibid.) is confounded by this statement, because
it contradicts an explicit statement from the Rambam (Hilchos
Melachim 11, 1): B e —— Tonn”

“ORTY? T YIPRY WTERN A8 AR nhvnny mawrs—the Melech

HaMashiach is destined to rise and return the sovereignty

of the house of David to its former greatness, to the original
7~ government; he will build the Mikdash and gather in the

strays (those in exile) of Yisrael. He states unequivocally that
_ the Melech HaMashiach will build the third Beis HaMikdash.

He also poses a question based on the following Gemara
(Succah 52b): rwn mWwaR NPIIR I INA DAY PSR AR
“P1% 1191 15K AOY 13 mem 17 13—Hashem showed me four
craftsmen. Who are these four craftsmen? ... Mashiach ben

)

David, Mashiach ben Yosef, Eliyahu and the righteous Kohen.

R JRashi explains that both Mashiachs are referred to as craftsmen,
because they will rebuild the Beis HaMikdash. Thus, this
clearly contradicts the claim of the Midrash that the third Beis
HaMikdash will descend from heaven in the future, fully built.

_I_rg\_:[%;i HaMinhagim (Part 2, 176), he explains why _

o these weeks are referred to as Bein HaMetzarim. The simple

explanation is that the appellation derives from the passuk (Eichah
1, 3): “owsnn ps mawn e bo'--all her pursuers overtook her

~/

“bein hametzarim” (literally: “between the narrow straits,”
implying times of trouble). Rashi explains in the name ofan aggadic

Midrash that this designation refers to the period of time: nysw "

“sxa mywn’ yans 1wy—between the seventeenth of Tamuz and

the ninth of Av.

e " \JE‘/(‘{J | {\1&@3@"’ hS \."—!"»:TL-
§13 YW Y82 WAV — HER GATES HAVE SUNK INTO THE
EARTH, HE HAS DESTROYED AND BROKEN HER BARS.

By saying that the gates sank into the earth, the verse tells
us that they were not taken by the enemy, as were many other
objects of the Temple. The Midrash explains: )

o2 vhw 15 10 1187 a3 1P DIYE i o a7 DY Xy
| MK — R’ Huna said in the name of R’ Yose: The gates showed ‘g
\_honor to the Holy Ark,”” therefore the enemy did not assume
control over them by taking them into exile along with the other
vessels of the Temple.*"
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A further description of the future Yerushalayim: nnin 1 oK) A% MmN K1

FI2IN2 K 12997, 270 WK, And [ will be for it — the word of Hashem — a wall
of fire all around and for glory will I be in its midst (Zechariah 2:9). The Navi is
, telling us here that at the time of the geulah, the presence of the Shechinah
in Yerushalayim will be visible as a fiery wall. Since it was HaKadosh Baruch
Hu Who set the fire that destroyed Yerushalayim, it will be He Who will
rebuild it through fire. The Gemara (Bava Kamma 60b) homiletically bases
this on the pasuk: mqy3am nx "yann 09w oW, The one who kindled the fire
shall make restitution (Shemos 22:5), and expresses it as follows: :1172pi1 K

/52OKP1 TPYD WK DY DRI 1IPYD WK RYT MK ARYATY Y30 ng 0w Y

712251 220 WK Moin oK) A TN KT K WK INNRY TIY 1K) penTor
73in3 "N, HaKadosh Baruch Hu said: | must make good for the fire which |
set. | set the fire in Tziyon, as it says, “He kindled a fire in Tziyon which con-
sumed its foundations” (Eichah 4:11), and | will in the future rebuild it through

_ﬁre, as it says, “And I will be for it — the word of Hashem — a wall of fire all
around and for glory will | be in its midst” (Zechariah 2:9).
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_When the Wall Falls u :

What happens when the wall around a city falls down?
The enemy is free to attack. However, that's not the real
tragedy of Shivah Asar B'Tammuz. That has to do with
physical danger. On this day, were not mourning over the
physical jeopardy in which Klal Yisracl found themselves at
the time. More dangerous was the destruction of the barrier
between the Jews and the goyim. Jews in galus are no longer
isolated from outside influences. The aveilus of Shivah Asar
B’Tammuz is the loss of this wall, the barrier that protected
kedushas Yisrael.

i\ We live in a time of intense danger, of vyaypam. We live,
as never before, in a world in which there is no wall protecting
a Yid. The aveilus that we feél in the Three Weeks is not an _
goeilus for something that happened long ago; it’s an aveilus _
that's constantly intensifying. Certainly in this last decade,
the infiltration of goyiske images, influence, and fumab into
a Yid’s home has become incredibly intensified. In Europe,
Jews lived in"communities where the Jews didn’t admire the
goyim; the Jews in Poland and Hungary didn’t envy the goyim
around them. They lived in districts where the goy didn’t want
to see the Yid, and that’s where frumkeit flourished, where
there was a barrier between us and them. In America, we

don’t live in ghettos, but at least we had the walls of our
homes protecting us. Now, however, the walls of our homes

are not sufficient protection anymore, because the influence.

of the Internet on a Jewish home has become terribly strong .
over the last few years. Py yp2am NG 123 OY. o

1. You would not believe how many times in the pastxf%;v
years I have had to deal with couples, frum b'nei Torah, where

a wife discovers that her husband is looking at inappropriate
material at home. Employers call me when they catch their
frum employees falling prey to this type of influence. I hear
it again and again. People tell me, “I heard the gedolei Yisrael
talking about the Internet. I thought that they don’t know
what they’re talking about, that they're from Mars!” And
then they find out that the gedolim were right. 37 923 oY
<y ypam. The influence of the outside world is an aveilus
from thousands of years ago. But the aweilus is intensified
today! Nobody comes to a rav and says, ‘I have a problém
with the Internet.” It's the employers, or the parents, or the
wives. There’s someone who will read this who has a problem,
and he will undoubtedly wait until he is discovered and put
to shame.
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And what about the children? Do you think you can hold
back your child? You can’t stop a child; a child who has a $10
bill can buy 2 prepaid phone and have the Internet available
to him. Do you think it’s possible to stop him? Understand
the aveilus of the 1y vpam, of the break in kedushas Yisrael.
We need walls, we need fortification. We need protection
from the influence that corrupts, the influence that destroys.

AJIt is a time to try to feel the aweilus, but it’s very hard to

weep if you think you have nothing to cry about. We do. We

have to reflect on the ¥¥av2am. We have to reflect on the loss

of the chomah, the wall, that protected Klal Yisrael from the
influence of the secular world around us. 1
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Who Built The Beis Hamikdash?
There’s a Gemara in Zevachim (24a) that questions as

follows: When Dovid Hamelech was makdish — sanctified
_~the Beis Hamikdash, was he only makdish the ftiles of
the Beis Hamikdash, or was he makdish all the way down

t}Tough the ground? The problem with this question is that
J Dovid Hamelech didn’t build the Beis Hamikdash, and

Dovid Hamelech didn’t put tiles into the Beis Hamikdash.
The Gemara should be asking if Shlomo Hamelech was
makdish the ground, because he was the one who built the
Beis Hamikdash!

¢ Tosafos_are bothered by this, and answer that even
though Shlomo Hamelech built the Beis Hamikdash, Dovid
Hamelech gave it kedushah. What does this mean?

’\ Dovid’s Desire

We learn from Tosafos that there are two levels of kedushah

in the Beis Hamikdash: There’s the actual structure — the

wood and stones, the gold and the silver — the physical Beis

Hamikdash that Shlomo Hamelech built and gave Zedushah

“to. And there is a second aspect that Dovid Hamelech gave (
\ kedushah to — the mussag, to the concept, to the idea that there /

would be a Beis Hamikdash. Dovid Hamelech prepared for
the Beis Hamikdash. After the navi told him that he would
not build it, Dovid Hamelech gathered Klal Yisrael and made
an appeal to raise money for the Beis Hamikdash. We say
Vayivarech Dovid by Shacharis every day; that was Dovid
Hamelech’s brachah after that successful appeal. That's why

’

there’s a minkag during Vayivarech Dovid to give tzedakah to
® the, deis haknesses, to the mikdash me'at, because that's what
Vavwarecb Dovid was written in response to.

¥R T T
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There are two parts to the construction of the Beis
Hamikdash. There is the physical part, the stones, beams and

fu.rtams We call this the chitzoniyus of the Mikdash. And

then there is the conceptual part, the dedication, devotion
and longing which give the Mikdash meaning. We call this
the pinimius of the Mikdash.

Dovid Hamelech did everything he could do for the Beis
Hamikdash, except build it. In concept, Dovid Hamelech
built the Beis Hamikdash. We find in Diwvrei Hawzmzm
that Dovid Hamelech gave the architectural plans of the
Beis Hamikdash to Shlomo. He didn’t build it, but he did
everythmg in his power for the mitzvah. Dovid Hamelech
wasn't commanded to; he didn’t have to write the plans, he
didn’t have to make an appeal, he didn’t have to do anything.
“But whatever was in his power to do, he did, because he had™
- this tremendous desire, this razzon, this cheshek, this texbukab

“tobuild the Beis Hamikdash. As Dovid Hamelech says in

Tel.nllzm (84:3), My soul yearns for the courts of Hashem. With
this inner drive, Dovid Hamelech created the concept of a Beis
Hamikdash. Shlomo Hamelech did not make any changes to
the plans of Dovid Hamelech. So it’s true, Shlomo Hamelech
built the building, Shlomo Hamelech made the Zeilim, he
made the Chanutas Habayis, and he gave the kedushah to the
physical Beis Hamikdash. But Dovid Hamelech created the

# pnimiyus, the inner heart, the essence of the Beis Hamikdash.

He created that which is in the mind and in the heart. Dovid
Hamelech, “/iban shel Yisrael — the heart of Klal Yisrael,” he
is the one who built that.
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Dovid Hamelech created the pmzmzus of the Mikdash.
Shlomo Hameleclz}vl;‘uﬂt the chitzoniyus. Which is the real
Beis Hamikdash? ose Mikdash is it?

We say every day, 777 M2 N0 7Y . On Sukkos, we
$ay in bentching, NP9%3 117 N30 NN 1 D) NI NI — we call it
the Beis Hamikdash of Dovid Hamelech.

Dovid Hamelech told Nosson Hanavi that he wanted to
build the Beis Hamikdash. By all rights, Nosson, the navi
of the generation, shouldn’t have made a mistake; he should
have had the ruach hakodesh or nevuah to tell Dovid Hamelech
that he would not build the Beis Hamikdash. But the Ribono
Shel Olam hid it from him. Dovid Hamelech’s cheshek, his

| teshukah, had to be as full as possible. The inner drive had

to be there; there had to be a Beis Hamikdash with _cheshe?

and ratzon, without any physical 4inyan. Dovid Hamelech
invested all this into the Beis Hamikdash until the last second,

when the Ribono Shel Olam told Nosson Hanavi, “Run! Dovid
Hamelech is ready to go! Tell him not to build it!”

The essence of the Beis Hamikdash was not stones, it
was not the building, and it was not even the ground of the
Beis Hamikdash. The Beis Hamikdash was the “focko ratzuf
akhgvah — the inside that is lined with love.” It is the desire to

see gilui Shechinah, a place for Hashem in this world, a place

) :
where a Yid can go and connect. That cheshet, that ratzon,

that’s Dovid Hamelech. And davka without any physical
building being put up by Dovid Hamelech.
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idea, the razzon, is what is still alive. The stones and the wood

P A ]

of Bayis Sheini are gone; gone forever. Bayis Shlishi will not

look anything like Bayis Sheini. 1f you learn the description
of Bayis Shlishi, you'll see, it has five buildings instead of one.
What's still alive? The pnimiyus, the cheshek, the teshukah, and

’the ratzon with which Klal Yisrael, throughout the doros of \
Cthis galus, has wept for Bayis Shlishi. In the language of the

3
)

Fed

{~Midrashim, these tears add stones to Bayis Shlishi. Each time
we weep and have a true desire For it, that is its primiyus. We

give it its primiyus.

al anyd (o -

The Aruch LaNer reconcileé the en_tire matter in one fell
swoop. In reality, Mashiach ben David and Mashiach ben Yosef

will build the third Beis HaMikdash le’asid la'vo with human

hands; however, after the human part of the construction is

completed, HKB"H will send down a Beis HaMikdash of fire from_

2 the heavens. It will be enclosed by the Beis ﬁMikggfh down

below, constructed with human hénds-—'j‘ust like the neshamah
_is enclosed within the human body.

RES
This then is the meaning of the statement: by banman b
smnmaws R o owre—all that mourn for Yerushalayim
will be privileged to witness her joy. David HaMelech was
privileged to build the kedushah of the first Beis HaMikdash in_
\_the merit of his yearning and pure intent. In similar fashion, with
;&“Yisrael's fiery enthusiasm and sincere yearning throughout the
generations—despite the countless indignities and suffering
endured throughout all of the exiles—they are building the third
Beis HaMikdash made of fire—representing the neshamabh of the
8 third Beis HaMikdash. It will descend from heaven into the Beis
HaMikdash that will be built by the Melech HaMashiach, after
he gathers in all of the exiles from the four corners of the earth,
“ swiftly, in our times. Amen.
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Make an Improvement

We must do our part to rebuild the Beis Hamikdash.
Any small measure of strengthening ourselves creates ripples
in the Heavenly spheres, which assist in its building. Rabbi
Boruch Ber Leibowitz z#”/ was wont to say that in regard to
matters of spirituality, there is no such thing as a small action.
Even the minutest action can affect wonders in the realms of

spirituality. ~

If one would like to find an area in which improvement can
be made, I would suggest the following: Chazal/ instituted in
our three-times-daily prayers, as well as in Birchas Hamazon,

to mention our yearning for the rebuilding of Yerushalayim.
'The reason for this is because it is the obligation of every Jew
to live constantly with this yearning at the forefront of his
‘mind. Perhaps, at least during these three weeks of mourning,
we should try to improve our focus and concentration when
we recite these &rachos. This will help us feel the loss of the
Beis Hamikdash and yearn for its return. In that merit, may
we see the building of the Third Beis Hamikdash speedily in

our days.

It is for this reason that when we comfort a person on the
loss of a deceased relative we say, “2ax W T 0NN DY DIPRD
by vy — May Hashem comfort you amongst the mourners of
Txion and Yerushalayim.” When we comfort a person on his
~loss, we acknowledge the source of the suffering, which is the

destruction of the Beis Hamikdash.
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In these four Torah-portions, the Torah describes the ppigjp;] '

boundaries of the land and describes how the land is to be

divided up among the twelve shevatim. In parshat Pinchas, we
learn (Bamidbar 26, 52): yaxn pbrn abrY ansb nwn bX sy
100 1 TIpE aY AR ISR Wan vPEY IR nsan sy, nmY 1hons nbma
“nbm—Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: “To these shall the

land be divided as an inheritance, according to the number
of names. To the many, you shall increase its inheritance;
and to the few, you shall decrease its inheritance; each one
according to its census shall its inheritance be given.”

f/':j) In parshas Matos, we learn that Moshe Rabeinu allotted a

portion of the lands on the otherside of the Yarden to the shevatim
of Gad and Reuven, on the condition that they would come and
fight with the rest of Yisrael to conquer Eretz Yisrael (ibid. 32,
20): ,manba’ s n 1PN BR T 9570 AR PYUYR BR 1Y DITYR TR
YIRT WIDN 157 PINK AN W 7Y 71-08Y 17990 R yibn Y3 nab qan
“n wy—Moshe said to them, “If you do this thing, if you arm
yourselves before Hashem for the battle, and every armed
man among you shall cross the Yarden before Hashem, until
He drives out his enemies before Him, and the land shall be
conquered before Hashem.”

@
In parshas Masei, HKB"H gives Moshe the boundaries of

the land (ibid. 34, 1): nman1 bxawe 23 X 98 MY nwn Y8 ' ETY
YIX 1933 £5Y DI0On WK PINA NINT 0D PIRT DR DS DA 9 BrebR
“mminiaay wis—Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: “Command
Bnei Yisrael and say to them: When you come to the land of
Canaan, this is the land that shall fall to you as an inheritance,
the land of Canaan according to its borders.”
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%< In_parshas Devarim, Moshe Rabeinu reiterates HKB'H's
promise and command that Yisrael inherit the land (Devarim 1,
7): NIna15a31 7YRWS1 3 3PS 15w Y3 YR MmN 0 s no o 1wt
PIRT AR B9%EY NI FINTLAND A0 Y1 Y 1ashm apaen v an
By nnY apy*s1 prsYy BrnaRY BRYMENY N P30 TN YINA DR 10T WS
“grwnk By—turn yourselves and journey, and come to the
mountain of the Emeri and to all its neighbors, in the plain,
on the mountain, and in the lowland, and in the south, and at
the seacoast; the land of the Canaani and the Livanon, until
the great river, the Euphrates River. See, I have given the land

before you; come and take possession of the land that Hashem
swore to your forefathers, to Avraham, to Yitzchak and to
Yaakov, to give to them and to their children after them.
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As we have learned in the Gemara (Megillah 31b), Ezra
arranged the Torah readings for the entire year. Thus, he
purposely arranged for us to read these parshiyot, which deal
with the inheritance and division of the land, during the weeks
of Bein HaMetzarim. This encourages us not to despair and
provides moral support during these weeks of mourning over the

, churban of the Beis HaMikdash and our plight in galut. For, the

“A’time of the future geulah is approaching, during which HKB”H

will fulfill His promise; He will return us to Eretz Yisrael—each
person beneath his fig tree and each person beneath his vine.

\

‘M_Yet, we can suggest that this appellation is related
to thé“i'eading in parshat Masei delineating the boundaries of the
land. Thus, the term Bein HaMetzarim alludes to Eretz Yisrael,
which is surrounded on all sides.

5 span qonb nrp qoxS MM 35

TTAN 277 T2 MK M2T DR MR N7 PRI DMIAKT DM o
nIm TR n MY KWNDIR AR A MY NIDR WK @ xeb pere)
P wnnn ,~NYma oma IR o7pYK qoxY Tnme cEna vy, mm
DYV NN 7apn 1PN YV 1w qoR MKW 0 WA mH wan qoxb
K 13 xYnbxw HXKWwm ubn nm 90 PN wIpni nNaw oK
WK N¥7 N[N T A0 mIK KT 1 0he Tw SR axnwn mnw
(17 R) XA

Nt apmy myvawnb Swa R romasy oowvwvn Sy oannn b

Moy 1 XHK M NuYMmn MY KW RN [AMT R DK NKean
33 72 PR FIDUMT O :2ND YA RN ANTT ANDD A K oo
WIpRit Jana M a9 XA i KT 0% 1) 51 o jnw R wn
11312 N w3 3K WA NI nYapa Thehaw 0nT vl 3UKwn
MKW TIO? DX 1719 1211 T3V 701D INDIT Par v noam M
MW YW M NTan JannT wem L nman pan xaw yaxa mrown

NXLANK T MMM ,om™b) DA oD NINAR XA YXAwr oy nwwnn ~

LWTPRM N1 WYIW D011 NIMIXn KT WAIPRT N1 Wi DRwim

“1MNAKS WY B0 WY MAKA Wt MaT Sy oen moa rwn "yl
oM o om AUPNRT NN1a

71 N7 NPT WT ,mMaRY b Ry 1 M axn Tnym
Tw Sxawr axnwn aRwa i XS many anen SR My nen XY

33

mbat nawnn ypar oWt TN

Wy X7 omvn M SwoanSom e Saw wb axanw nsb

nX X% K123 ,v307 7 abynb an vy oumm nenb Sxawe nx
owa” MKW 1 M7 Sy oumnn MRt PwRNa Jamne pay o e
1215 W /AMRwa 0T TIX DIIWKR 3 TN DWYRn AR DIWwhY
&‘7’173 Sy KT AT IR AYK DTonT oAt ww "2 RO°R n™w m

(‘o1 5w 1N 9P som M omen o1 Sw T nx xab ans Inox

DIiT1,075 N0 1A Xinw mon T 01T nwyaw 9% ,"nna Xin omen )J

<‘IW1 J2LIT NMYTIRA N2 M) T 01 53 MW N0 YNk Twyl 'IY.‘I!.VT\

1R12 MWYIw 017 M9 WYIW D0 AXwn S oe o SR "\N!YJ/

P e 2 5 "R i by my WIpnit NNw Mywa 0ub NIt

T3P IMIK Y X5 1531 01 o Sw o pan oxt e ol winnw ¢

~J

mpIEn 1rwn 71970 DR NRLAR ‘1 N NEMWT KT MIKNAA KoK 0om

nmwn Sw mmab ,omba oion oun Nkt Swommit et wpnn

s amwn by mmnn Wit bwa P71 ,Jau D773 1Onoing nwah

/OERY Mam LR Dwm S Oxawn e e

DRI AANYa

MRYY” 1AW A3 KW DK RAY 1w wRY M nym
EM¥R NI WINNAW ST IRany Mt nvbwren nxyarb snemyen
41 p7n” NNaa oY NI i YRwr by byma nbn i X

whn InnR TR /ohynn nXyaYen NYPIRT_MIMART_TI0Y  L"ny 3

T abnm omve nHwanT KO L oibwtm TnRyar-n 17 nypni
BB DT YW W 5mMaa T 90 AKA IYwn 9931 08 naRm
n5mma K7 kM Swin MaTo1 POX MW ,NAK men Sawa o Yo
v Y91 uyawnw et Yn e e Pprm raeb S anox
- BMI¥IR 0NN nyawn smyh axa avwn 59w o e ek
AR WA M oA T T pon Swomimain SR nR wonn xm

! P My

- NS

7
TN et oo wh mwyb by vy wby nmwn e
T73pn Sw anyws 75w Ny myy Snonn

ST 1205w onb Swnr :Swna ooy axab ow xean qvmmﬁ'
Kot omS by Sni nanx ST Raw nnnn 1 oipnn onwn em
IR SAN ANIX 3w INIR Q1Y TARW (37T 1201, 1mK w 1Ay jan
™Y IX WNRW NIYY AT A e R RYThE T Sy o
MK KW TN IMR DNWRT Y AW WY e MR RN
217 1OV KA oMb WY WK PRLAR MY 1D ) w3 vy Sxw onb
TN W K2 3AK LTpn KW 120 9201 17°WM AR Tayn K KD
TIW WK IR D 1A 1A AT A5 1K Tavn TR Ty TR

b3 TAK NAMK YpNM PAK AWY DRIW 1AM RN 1en 3 %) mpn
WAL KW KTNA T N2 MK AW 1apn 3 e iawna mm
,Or T Sy o015 Dyt nInawRT 1Y UMK NS . mwpn 0nrit m
12 KW DKW MM IR T N0 DT R 07D N0 KT R

3V 470 TARRD TN DK DMy 1730 nnwi

~/

oywnb omby 7NaNT MNMWTA ManT Pnn KP1TT 1™MaTa ﬂN!:ﬂ“"g

Dap monW 1*apn NANK YW N mas T it ,“ams Jno e

0I5 NYIWN Sw aspin Y3 LA fanKa 1nm DR omhy

AKX TIIWAW OWS* :RMYNA RAT M7 DR A KA IR anem

TN 1RYR 1D 17T N0 WIPNT N1 ]ANNAT 0T L RRwA 0ynn A

bw mSaxn Swi nmn pmn Sw vy Mo X am meb xawee
D™D YW NK TR DN 03 KN 075 N0 9w T a¥m ax wnn
L WD N0 YW Tara Daw KN DB D13 WINMW M KT TRV Dwn
mwyS wHY T T DY MW IV La7p0 WK A XY 1anm
5w inywn 77w NVpIa 0 INDT YW T avn Pnm uywnins o wy

A

,

QYRR AR DIWRW Owd” NaT AT RN DMKRNN ThyR) 3apn

0171 1K 01DIWwn 97 ,JANMNa Smw oMb NoAT DWwn DR Ainnwa

DR DY TN RNT AR WTITT WYX DTNW L RNT 2T Wb iawa

OIK wnin S, omsn hnaw

TANAT P2 PP TN 3{'

VI AYWA” 1@y T gy KI5 ™27 37 1R Mt omo bR

OW-R"20721,7131 PIWH DKW A A IR 0nams R 93 oo
5w oman T mipn Swomvy Sxawr wy XSw vwa Y m xewnn man
TN PR Yw v YR wy XY [aminm nvwa xm Lnmb ommon

L75wn K MRn) yabriow Nmanh MM papat,Xewarna wesy) S I"myn 1

YWY VWA TIYH 1T 0RTONT RRT T, W, AR et
PR YR Dhaiab 2o Ko N Dy KA PR, 0pn S

Joant i Sw 1na'n NX M ww avnb N wiva DPWYT R MIRATRS
KIUp 27 MmK” RV QW KNRTD 1MWNR 122 NKLANGR 7 ,17237‘7T

NX OAY PRIM NOMBT PR oY P b phw Sxwr viw avwa
IK1IN “EPRIT 87 DINAM IXY TS DMK T YR P paman
LKW mipni nan Sw avnb mmn KT R panaw man maT
Jamima aonaw mban mimm by abann X omnn nviwnw 1matb 3o

DT W 0 TR IR1EN ;1Y Ny T 120 XK, 1Y Kow

ANMNAW WNYT ~JATT NYWA RPYT 1A T wn g

J2M TN 72m mankb mena K

J

)



a8 TEEAR RAESTESE

=

Hagav FeveL CoHEN WHY WE WEEP/ 83

'The ShechinahiswithUs e
‘Throughout the generations, and for Klal Yisrael today,
as well, this is most relevant. The Churban destroyed only the
& physical manifestation of the Beis Hamikdash, removing the
visible presence of the Shechinah from us. But in truth, all our
veshuos throughout the doros, all the incidents where we were
"protected, rescued, or had calamities averted, come from the )
/ hashra'as haShechinah in our midst. It was represented in a
visible way by the Beis Hamikdash, but at some level, it is still-
with us. We have it every day, even here in America, but we
have to remember that it all stems from the Beis Hamikdash.
Adthough Hakadosh Baruch Hu removed His Shechinah from
us with the Churban, a vestige of the Shechinah remains. So we
can still come close to Hashem. We just have to do zeshuvah
to earn it.

Let me conclude with a message of nechamah. The pasuk
(Tg}bi[lim 121) asks, * Wy N3 80 — From where will my salvation
come? My predicament seems so dire, how will I be saved?
Unfortunately, Klal Yisrael often feels this way. m/ ‘opp iy
Yooy — My belp will come from Hashem Who created heaven
and earth. Why is the creation of heaven and earth mentioned

~~ here? Before Creation, there was total nothingness. There was
no way to imagine that an entire universe would come from
that nothingness. But Hashem can take nothing and make

it into reality. You are wondering “aty N2 pii.” Hashem will
take % — nothingness, and make v’ — something, just like
He did when He created the world. Hashem will take you:)

( desperate situation, what seems like nothingness, and creat:
the solution.

3
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When a Yid was privileged to enter the Beis Hamikdash,
he emerged with a whole new definition of chaim, of life.
The pasuk (Devarim 5:21) quotes Klal Yisrael saying after
Mattan Torah, >0y oT87 0y ©F58 937 2 w8 M ovg, which
literally translates to mean, “en this day we have seen that
Hashem can talk to 2 man and he can still live.” The deeper
meaning of the pasu? is just the opposite: “on this day we have

T

"seen that when Hashem talks to a man, and only then is he

¢ alive.” When Hashem spoke to Klal Yisrael “face to face” at
Mattan Torah, that connection to Hashem, that revelation

of His Shechinah in this world, that is true chaim. The simple
understanding of the pasu# is a statement of wonder: “We
have seen something that we didn’t imagine we could see.

I Hashem talks to us, and we remain alive!” That is because
wur natural assumption is that a physical being cannot survive

a4 “face-to-face” encounter with Hashem. Our_mistaken

, definition of life is all based on the physical. However, when

g we_came to the Beis Hamikdash, we rediscovered the chaim 5

/ of Mattan Torah, that only with a “face-to-face” connection
_are we truly alive.
©PI) MR DU I on (Tehillim 137:5) — we promised

we would never forget. Deep in the heart of every Yid lies a

£
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nlace where Hashem’s Shechinah once rested and where true —
living was experienced. The awvodah of this time of year is to

awaken this desire, to.contemplate the meaning of chzizm and
tp feel the pain of the Shechinah over the loss of 129 nnow. We

need to rebuild by readjusti
Qurselves in Torah and zefillah toward creating a better, \

connection to this chaim, a longing and a yearning for the

;,' deeper connection to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and by searching

}\ within_ourselves for our connection to chaim, our dwveikus to
" the Shechinah.

Ty e 0 Xy 0y oYt — Will Hashem leave me
Jorever, will He not want me again® WeImR) ..1252 1y T
W — I remember my song in the night and my spirit searches
(Tehillim 77:7-8). I remember when there was a time that I san g
to Hashem, when I sang the songs of the Beis Hamikdash, but
now I no longer know how to sing; a wall of iron has been erected
between me and my Creator (Brachos 32b). smn wem — and
L search for my soul. 1 search for a soul alive with chaim, the

essence of life — pmimiyus. My spirit searches for a life in
. which all the earthly pleasures that the yefzer hara tries to

;’Liektc us are recognized for what they are — the trappings =~

Kkeeping us from making our “face-to-face” connection. The
“good Tife” the outside world has to offer isii't chaim at all.




R. Sas

257 eo ANTMAAMIN

Ly

nthis commentary to Hzlchos Tefillah, the Be'er Heztev cites the
Mahari Tzemach'’s advice that one who is experiencing a

personal difficulty should have that difficulty in mind when
reciting the words in Shemoneh Esrei: D90 93 3P J0WY », For
we hope for Your salvation all day long. The Mahari Tzemach adds
that on numerous occasions when hardships arose in his life, they
were resolved after he had this intention. What connection is there

between our problems and these particular words of davening?
Why is this practice efficacious? The answer lies in reframing our
-‘?) personal problems as outgrowths of galus. Yes, we have difficul-
ties, and they can be significant, but they are merely symptoms
of a far worse disease, the malfunctioning of the world at large.
Qure that disease, and all our personal issues will be resolved as
well. This ability to think.on a grander scale and view our person-
a] suffering through the lens of Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s distress
~/with the state of the world empowers our tefillos and increases
e our likelihood of achieving the desired result. That small step of
feeling His pain and asking for the world to reach its optimal state
serves as a powerful mechanism in solving the side effects of the
absence of that state.

L .
What about the need to yearn for Mashiach? Why is it so crit-
ical to our belief system? Why isn't it enough to believe that he
will one day arrive? The answer is that yearning for Mashiach
.is not merely about the future — it’s a powerful statement about
~ Fihe present as well. If something hurts, you scream. If you have a
toothache, all you can think about is the dentist. If you are dealing
with a serious problem, you are consumed with finding a solu-
tion. And if the state of the world bothers you, you long for it to
change. If you can look at the state of the world and simply shrug

it off, that's a terrible indictment of your inner sentiments.
We express our yearning for a better existence repeatedly in
davening. One example is in the Aleinu prayer, with which we
conclude each tefillah. The first segment of this prayer extols the

| E greatness of Hakadosh Baruch Hu and the magmtude of His cre”)

ation. We declare that although we stand in complete submissiof,

“before Him, at-this point His Shechinah and resting place are up
in the heavens. His radiance does not fully permeate the universe,
as most of the world turns to other beliefs. We alone enjoy that
special bond with Him, recognizing Him as the One Who created
and runs the world, a belief reflected in the tefillah we have just
concluded. The second paragraph begins with the words: 2 5¥)
Y NWON2 NN NIRYY TN N 59 M), And therefore we put our

hope in You, Hashem, our God, that we may soon see Your mighty splen-
_dor. We look forward to the time when we will no longer stand
/\J alone, when all of humanity will recognize Hakadosh Baruch Hu

and turn to Him loyally. The key words here are )3 9, and there-
¢ fore. The first paragraph is what feeds the second. I firmly see and

know the truth — ergo, I anxiously await the time when I will see
it bloom before my eyes. Qur bond with Hakadosh Baruch Hu is
glorious and beautiful, and I can’t wait to share this experience
with the entire universe.

od It's possible that today will be the day we’ve long been await-
ing. It’s also possible that it will not. Regardless, I am standing

and waiting, looking out my window for Mashiach, because I
can’t wait any longer. As far as I'm concerned, today has to be the
day. Tomorrow is a day too late.

\[-

he Be’er Heitev adds another meamngful chrectwe, sourced

in the Arizal. As you say the words, DD 52 3R Y2 %,

L “For we hope for Your salvation all day long, take a moment
to actually feel a sense of longing for the geulah. At the very least,

says the Arizal, when you move on to heaven and are asked if you
!@“ yearned for the geulah, you'll be able to respond in the a,fﬁrmatwe
by pointing to these few moments each day.

There are other prime opportunities to await the geulah as s well.
From the tear-filled kinnos of Tishah B’Av to the joyous singing of
“L'shanah haba’ah b’Yerushalayim” at the Pesach Seder, our antici-
pation of Mashiach is a constant theme in our lives.

On any given day, we encounter plenty of situations that should
spur us to be metzapeh I'yeshuah. When you hear someone ridicul-
ing a particular form of mitzvah observance. When you notice a
Jew, your brother, using a phone on Shabbos. When you witness

;ir.\\inﬁghting and rancor between groups of Jews. When you see an

observant Jew paying more attention to the pairing of his wine
than to the questionable hands that poured that wine. Does this
bother you? Do you long for something better?
~J Are you pained when you see how terrified believing Jews are
to openly declare their convictions in many parts of the world?
When you hear people proudly trumpeting their pride in moral
decadence? When you observe how online popularity trends dic-
tate the principles and platforms of society’s leaders? Don't you
think Hakadosh Baruch Hu deserves better?
And when you struggle with a difficult Gemara, or fail to ap-
preciate the radiance of Shabbos — does the longing ache? When
s you taste the beauty of Yiddishkeit, but recognize that the expe-
rience could be so much more profound and more tangible, do
you yearn for more? Do you wish you could feel the connection to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu in every tefillah and mitzvah?
We are bombarded every day with so many disturbing occur-
rences. Tempted as you might be, don’t shrug them off. Be pained.

(~J Turn to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and tell Him how you feel. Achakeh

lo b’chol yom — long for Mashiach every day, at every turn.
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