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 This  Haftarah  is  King  David’s  majestic  song  about  God  saving  him  and  defeating  his 
 enemies.  Like  the  Parashah’s  song,  its  poetry  depicts  God’s  power  and  providence.  Most 
 commentators  assign  this  song  to  the  end  of  David’s  life,  after  defeating  all  his  enemies. 

 Abarbanel,  however,  argues  that  David  wrote  it  in  the  midst  of  his  youthly  troubles,  reciting  it  each  time  he 
 defeated his enemies. In these moments, David prayed to God, who saved him. 2

 David  poetically  reprises  his  brushes  with  death.  God  reveals  Himself  to  David,  storming  down  from 
 heaven,  shaking  the  Earth,  and  summoning  the  forces  of  nature  to  save  His  anointed  one.  David  declares  that  God 
 treats  people  measure  for  measure,  and  asserts  that  he  acted  righteously  before  Him.  Astonishingly,  David 
 therefore  claims  that  his  salvation  was  deserved.  God,  David  sings,  has  girded  him  for  battle,  strengthened  him, 
 and  has  ignored  the  prayers  of  his  enemies.  He  praises  God  for  His  great  justice,  His  aid,  and  for  securing  his  royal 
 rule. He concludes by expressing confidence in God’s future help. 

 Haftarah Breakdown 
 Verses 22:1-3: David sings to God for being his rock and refuge, and for saving him from Saul and other enemies. 

 II Samuel 22:1 כ״ב:א  ב  שמואל  

 David spoke to the Lord the words of this song at the time the Lord saved 
 him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. 

את ְּביֹו֩ם ֹ֑ ה ַהּז י ַהִּׁשיָר֣ ה' ֶאת־ִּדְבֵר֖ ר ָּדִו֙ד ַלֽ   ַוְיַדֵּב֤
יו ּוִמַּכ֥ף ָׁשֽאּול׃ יל ה' ֹא֛תֹו ִמַּכ֥ף ָּכל־ֹאְיָב֖   ִהִּצ֨

 Verses 22:4-7: Surrounded by terrifying enemies and deathly dangers, David prays to God, who hearkens to him. 

 II Samuel 22:7 כ״ב:ז  ב  שמואל  

 In my distress, I called upon the Lord and cried to my God. He heard my 
 voice [in] His [heavenly] temple; my cry is in His ears. 

ע א ַוִּיְׁשַמ֤ א ה' ְוֶאל־ֱא�קי ֶאְקָר֑   ַּבַּצר־ִל֙י ֶאְקָר֣
יו׃ י ְּבָאְזָנֽ י ְוַׁשְוָעִת֖ יָכלֹ֙ו קֹוִל֔   ֵמֵהֽ

 Verses 22:8-16: God’s fury at David’s plight shakes heaven and earth. As God flies down from heaven upon a 
 cherub, nature’s powerful forces-the seas, wind, fire, lightning and thunder- are in an uproar. 

 II Samuel 22:16 כ״ב:ט״ז  ב  שמואל  

 Water channels appeared [and] land’s foundations were revealed by the 
 Lord’s rebuke, by the blast of His nostrils’ breath. 

ת ה' ל ְּבַגֲעַר֣ ם ִיָּג֖לּו ֹמְס֣דֹות ֵּתֵב֑ ֵקי ָי֔  ָראּ֙ו ֲאִפ֣   ַוֵּיֽ
ת ֥רּוַח ַאּֽפֹו׃   ִמִּנְׁשַמ֖

 Verses 22:17-20a: God saves David from enemies more powerful than he, like someone saved from drowning. 

 II Samuel 22:18 כ״ב:י״ח  ב  שמואל  

 He delivered me from my fierce enemy, from those who hated me, for they 
 were stronger than I. 

ִּני׃ י ָאְמ֖צּו ִמֶּמֽ י ִּכ֥ ְנַא֔ ז ִמֹּׂש֣ י ָע֑ ִני ֵמֹאְיִב֖   ַיִּציֵל֕

 2  With slight variations, this song is also Psalm 18,  which Abarbanel posits is David’s final version, written in his old age. 

 1  This is also the Haftarah for the Seventh Day of  Passover. 



 Verses 22:20b-32: God treats all people measure for measure, and brings low the powerful. God saved David 
 because he acted righteously and without flaw. God’s righteousness inspires David in battle. 

 II Samuel 22:21 כ״ב:כ״א  ב  שמואל  

 The Lord rewards me according to my righteousness. According to the 
 cleanness of my hands, He recompenses me. 

י׃ יב ִלֽ י ָיִׁש֥ ר ָיַד֖ י ְּכֹב֥ ִני ה' ְּכִצְדָקִת֑   ִיְגְמֵל֥

 Verses 22:33-43: God trained, strengthened, shielded, and supported David as a powerful warrior who utterly 
 defeats all his enemies. God ignores his enemies’ pleas. 

 II Samuel 22:40 כ״ב:מ  ב  שמואל  

 You girded me with strength to battle. Those who rose up against me, You 
 have subdued under me. 

ִני׃ י ַּתְחֵּתֽ יַע ָקַמ֖ ה ַּתְכִר֥ ִיל ַלִּמְלָחָמ֑ ִני ַח֖   ַוַּתְזֵר֥

 Verses 22:44-46: God made David victorious over his Israelite enemies, and the leader of all nations. Nations he 
 conquered will serve him. 

 II Samuel 22:44 כ״ב:מ״ד  ב  שמואל  

 You delivered me from my people’s strivings. You preserved me to be head 
 of nations. A people whom I knew not shall serve me. 

ם ַע֥ם אׁש ּגֹוִי֔ ֹ֣ ִנ֙י ְלר י ִּתְׁשְמֵר֙ י ַעִּמ֑ ִני ֵמִריֵב֖ ְּתַפְּלֵט֔   ַוֽ
ִני׃ ְעִּתי ַיַעְבֻדֽ   לֹא־ָיַד֖

 Verses 22:47-51: David attributes his victories to God, thanking and praising God for saving him from his enemies 
 and supporting his royal house forever. 

 II Samuel 22:51 כ״ב:נ״א  ב  שמואל  

 [God] is a tower of salvation for His king, who does kindness for His 
 anointed, for David and his seed forever. 

ֶסד ֶׂשה־ֶח֧   מגדיל [ִמְגּ֖דֹול] ְיׁשּו֣עֹות ַמְלּ֑כֹו ְוֹעֽ
ם׃ (פ) ד ּוְלַזְר֖עֹו ַעד־עֹוָלֽ   ִלְמִׁשי֛חֹו ְלָדִו֥

 Connections 
 The Talmud compares God’s redemptive power to His  power over nature  , specifically the rain. 

 Taanit 8b ב  ח׳  תענית  

 Rabbi Yoḥanan said: The day of the [first] rains is as great as the day of the 
 ingathering of the exiles, as (Psalms 126:4) states, “Turn our captivity, O 
 Lord, as wadis in the Negev [Desert].” “Wadis” refers to rain, as (II Samuel 
 22:16) states, “Water channels [wadis] appeared.” 

  ָאַמר ַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן ָּגדֹול יֹום ַהְּגָׁשִמים ְּכיֹום ִקּבּוץ
  ָּגִלּיֹות ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר ׁשּוָבה ה׳ ֶאת ְׁשִביֵתנּו ַּכֲאִפיִקים

  ַּבֶּנֶגב ְוֵאין ֲאִפיִקים ֶאָּלא ָמָטר ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר ַוֵּיָראּו
  ֲאִפֵקי ָים

 The Talmud invokes God’s behavior to allow  righteous  people to deceive to protect against deceit  . 

 Bava Batra 123a ב"ב קכג א  

 Rachel said to Jacob  : “  But is it permitted for the  righteous to act 
 deceitfully?” He answered her: “Yes [in certain circumstances], as (II 
 Samuel 22:27) states about God: ‘With the pure, You show Yourself pure; 
 and with the crooked, You show Yourself subtle.’” Jacob [therefore] gave 
 her signs to prove that she was the one marrying him. 

  ֲאַמָרה ֵליּה ּוִמי ְׁשֵרי ְלהּו ְלַצִּדיֵקי ְלַסּגֹוֵיי
  ְּבַרָּמאּוָתא ִאין ִעם ָנָבר ִּתָּתָבר ְוִעם ִעֵּקׁש ִּתַּתָּפל

  ְמַסר ַלּה ִסיָמִנין


