Haftarah Bereishit: Isaiah 42:5-43:10"
Helper

Zachary Beer and The Haftarah expands upon the Parashah’s presentation of God as Creator. It recounts
CELLTEETT Gl T God’s creation and choice of His servants, Israel, to be a righteous “covenantal people,” a
“light of the nations,” and “My witnesses.”

The unprecedented exiles and redemptions of His people should lead them, and all humanity, to reject
idolatry and recognize Him as the only true god. In reality, however, those exiled in Babylon and beyond do not
understand that they suffer as God’s punishment for their earlier sins, as part of their role in God’s plan. They do
not believe that God will redeem them from their dispersion and punish His and their idolatrous enemies. Their
very suffering magnifies their inability to understand these things.

Since Israel is blind, deaf, and lacks its own righteousness, God must make His teaching great for the sake
of His own righteousness, and redeem them. Humanity will then sing new songs to honor God for redeeming
Israel. Israel and humanity will finally understand that the Creator’s role in Israel’s redemptions and exiles,
particularly when predicted in advance by His prophets, testifies to God’s eternity and omnipotence and to the
error of idolatry.

Haftarah Breakdown

Verses 42:5-9: The Creator designated His righteous “covenantal people”, Israel, as a “light of the nations.” Just as
He fulfilled earlier promises, so too He will fulfill His promise to redeem them from their exile.

Isaiah 42:6 1127 YWY
I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness and will hold your hand. I FIDRY TIXN T2 PIONY PIND TPONTR T
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the nations.

Verses 42:10-13: People across the world will celebrate with a “new song” to God as He arises as a mighty warrior
to defeat His enemies and redeem His people.
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Sing to the Lord a new song, and His praise from Earth’s end, you who TP PIRG RPN 0200 WD VY N 1y
go down to the sea, and all therein; isles, and their inhabitants. Hahbelzi RaRh R NeriatRaly

Verses 42:14-17: Ending His self-restraint, the Creator will dramatically alter nature to create a straight, lit path
for the returning exiles. This redemption will certainly occur, and will humiliate idolaters.
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I [God] will cause the blind [exiles] to walk on a route that they have not WTXY NI M2 W XY 7772 007w CRI7im
known. I will lead them in paths that they have not known. I will make DWRYM TIRG 277197 TWnn oK 2R
the darkness in front of them into light, and crooked things into a DRy X7 any 00273 AN iRy
straight path. I have done these things, and have not forsaken them.

' Sephardim read up until 42:21.



Verses 42:18-21: Although the exiles utterly fail to understand Isaiah’s messages, God’s own righteousness causes

Him to make His Torah great and glorious.

Isaiah 42:19
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Who is blind, but My servant? And deaf, as My messenger whom I sent?
Who is blind, as the perfect one? And blind, as the Lord’s servant?
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Verses 42:22-25: The terror and helplessness of exile prevent the exiles from understanding that their exile is

God’s punishment for their sins.

Isaiah 42:25
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He [God] has poured upon him the fury of His anger and strength in
battle. It has set him on fire round about, yet he knew not; it burned
him, yet he laid it not to heart.
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Verses 43:1-8: Nonetheless, Israel need not fear because even in exile, God is always with His beloved, chosen
people, protecting them from every danger. God will end their exile by instructing their captors to free them,

whom He will replace with other captive nations.

Isaiah 43:6
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I will say to the north, “Give up!”; and to the south, “Do not withhold!”:
Bring My sons from far, and My daughters from the ends of the earth!
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Verses 43:9-10: No other nation has accurately predicted its own future. By contrast, God’s prophets have
correctly foretold Israel’s past redemptions, just as Isaiah’s prophecy about their future redemption will be
fulfilled. In this way, Israel’s history testifies to God’s existence and providence, and the falsity of idols.

Isaiah 43:10
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“You are My witnesses,” says the Lord, “and My servant whom I have
chosen so that you know and rely on Me, and understand that I am He:
before Me, no god was formed; nor shall there be after Me.”
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The Mishnah interprets 42:21 to describe the
Jewish people.

on the

Mishnah Makkot 3:16
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Rabbi Hananya ben Akashya says: “The Holy One, Blessed be He,
sought to confer merit upon the Jewish people. Therefore, He increased
Torah and mitzvot for them, as [Isa. 42:21] stated, “The Lord desired
for His righteousness’s sake to make the Torah great and glorious.”
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With emendations, all translations are from Sefaria.org. To dedicate, comment, or subscribe, email haftarahhelper@gmail.com.
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