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Introduction to Perek Shira

Perek Shira is an ancient text whose authorship had not been definitively determined.

It is popularly attributed to King David, based upon an incident described in the text’s
introduction, below. Others attribute it to his son, King Solomon, who understood the
allegorical “language” of nature. (Still others attribute it to some of the Sages of the
Mishna.) While Perek Shira means “A Chapter of Song,” it is actually six chapters (though
the division into sub-chapters appears to be a later
innovation).

Perek Shira comprises a long series of praises to
God that are “recited” by His various creations, both
animate (birds, animals, etc.) and inanimate (bodies
of water, day and night, etc.). There are a number
of versions extant; a typical version has 84 or 85
such creations praising God. The idea underlying
Perek Shira is that everything in God’s universe has
something to teach us. Perek Shira points us in the
right direction to figure out what each creation’s lesson might be.

; While Perek Shira anthropomorphizes the wind, the grass,
the Leviathan, etc., not everyone agrees that the intention
of the work is that these things literally “sing” to God. Some
attribute the songs to the angels of these creations. (The
Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah 10:6 teaches that every single
blade of grass has its own supervising angel.) Another idea is
that these praises are metaphorically “sung” by us when our
contemplation leads us to comprehend the lessons of these
wonders of nature.

Clearly, when the introduction assures great rewards to one who “occupies himself” with
Perek Shira, it doesn’t just mean one who recites it. Rather, it refers to one who puts in the
effort to better under our Creator through His handiwork.

Jack Abramowitz
4 Shevat, 5783
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Introduction
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Rabbi Eliezer said: One who occupies himself with Perek Shira in this world is worthy of
saying it in the Next World, as Exodus 15:1 says: “Then Moshe will sing.” It doesn’t say “he
sang,” but “he will sing,” i.e., in the Next World.
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Rebbi said: | testify regarding one who occupies himself with Perek Shira in this world that

he is a (future) resident of the Next World, he is saved

from the evil inclination, from harsh judgment, from the

destroying accuser, from all types of damage, from the

birth pangs of the messianic era, and from the judgment of

. Gehinnom; he merits to learn and to teach, to observe, to
perform and to fulfill, his learning endures in his hand, his
days are lengthened, and he merits life in the Next World.
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The Sages said regarding King David that when he completed the book of Psalms, he was
proud of himself. He said before Hashem, “Have You created any creature in Your world that
recited more songs and praises than I?” Along came a frog, which said to him, “David! Don’t
be so smug because | recite more songs and praises than
you! Not only that, every song | recite contains 3,000

parables, as | Kings 5:12 says, ‘He recited 3,000 parables, " ‘Q

and his songs were 1,500." Furthermore, | am occupied w

with a great mitzvah! This is the mitzvah with which | am

occupied: by the edge of the sea there is a certain species ’b \

whose sustenance only comes from the water. When it -
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hungers, it takes and eats me to fulfill what is written in Proverbs 25:21-22, ‘If your enemy is
hungry, feed him bread; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, because you will heap coals

on his head and Hashem will reward you.”” Don’t read it as 37 D7Y' (“He will reward you”)

but rather as 37 1NN*7¢! (“He will cause him to make peace with you”).

Chapter 1
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The Heavens say, “The Heavens speak of God'’s glory,
and the firmament tells of His handiwork.”
(Psalms 19:2)

"2

vy, Rashi explains that, of course, the Heavens don’t

— > < literally speak. Rather, they give us light by day and
T < night, causing us to recite God’s praises and to thank

-
DO Him for this gift.
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The Earth says, “Of David, a Psalm: The Earth and everything in it are
Hashem’s: the world and all who dwell in it.” (Psalms 24:1)

The Radak teaches that David composed this Psalm to be recited when the
Ark was brought into the Temple. (We recite it when returning the Torah to
the ark on weekdays.)

7'TY? '2¥ NYNY DIAT YIND 9290 INIXI

And it says, “From the end of the Earth we heard songs: ‘Glory to the righteous!””
(Isaiah 24:16)

The Metzudas Dovid teaches that Isaiah and his fellow prophets heard in prophecy that at
the time of the redemption there will be destruction from one end of the Earth to the other.
After that, there will be glory for every righteous person.
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The Garden of Eden says, “Awaken, north wind, and
come, south wind! Blow upon my garden and let its spices
flow! Let my beloved come to his garden and eat its
choice fruit.” (Shir HaShirim 4:16)

Rashi explains this verse as an allegory for the ingathering
of the exiles from the lands of their dispersal. They will
bring their offerings to God (their Beloved) in the Temple
(His “garden”).
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Gehinnom says, “Because He has satisfied the longing
soul, and He has filled the hungry soul with good.”
(Psalms 107:9)

The ibn Ezra explains that God has satisfied the longing
soul with water. He contrasts this verse with Proverbs
30:16, which tells us that the Earth is never satisfied with
water. This is a sign of God’s kindness towards us.

N'7¥202 N9NI MW 7301 X1 12TN DIYY: ik 12T

The wilderness says, “The wilderness and the desert will
rejoice, and the plain will celebrate and blossom like the
rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Rashi teaches that the wilderness and the desert refer to
Jerusalem and the Temple Mount, which will rejoice over
the downfall of tyrants. The plain that will then celebrate
and blossom is likewise Jerusalem.

NHANA DY D YIX TO! NHIN2 ! DINIR NITY

The fields say, “Hashem founded the Earth with wisdom; "
He established the Heavens with understanding.”

(Proverbs 3:19)

This verse discusses God’s wisdom and understanding; the
following verse cites His knowledge. The Talmud (Brachos
55a) points out that these three attributes, which God used

to build the world, He gifted to Betzalel, the architect of the
Mishkan.
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The waters say, “At the sound of His giving a multitude of
waters in the Heavens, He brought clouds up from the end
of the Earth. He made lightning for the rain, and He sent
wind out from His treasuries. (Jeremiah 51:16)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that, in order to “give voice”
to the water in the atmosphere, God raises the clouds to the

heights of the Heavens. When the clouds are seen on the
horizon, He moves them adjacent to where He wills it to rain.
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The seas say, “More than the voices of many waters, the
mighty breakers of the sea, Hashem is mighty on high.”
(Psalms 93:4)

The Midrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that when the seas
praised God, He said, “If the seas who cannot speak praise
Me thus, how much more man — who can speak — will do
so!” When man rebelled against God, He returned the sea
to its previous position of dominance (i.e., in the flood).

1120' DD TN! 92 IXNN' NiNN) D'INIX NN

The rivers say, “The rivers will clap hands; together, the
mountains will sing!” (Psalms 98:8)

The Malbim explains that the rivers and mountains will
rejoice in the future, when God makes changes to them
as He did to the Jordan (which He split when the Jews
entered Israel) and the rivers of Arnon (which ran red
when God saved the Jews from an ambush).

12 "N 72 077N DIYI DNIK NN

The fountains say, “And singers like flutists, all my
thoughts are of you.” (Psalms 87:7)

The word '2*vun - literally, “my fountains” — is
understood in various ways in this verse: “my thoughts,”
“my innards,” etc. Rabbeinu Bachaye says that it comes

from the word |'V (eye) and that David is referencing
Deut. 11:12, in which God says that his metaphorical
“eye” is always on Israel.

Perek Shira - Chapter 2
nyT Nt 0779 07k vl 0iY oit ik i

The day says, “Day to day utters speech, and night to night
relates knowledge.” (Psalms 19:3)

The Midrash Tanchuma on parshas Mishpatim explains
that everything in creation borrows from one another.
Day borrows time from the night, and vice versa, but they
don’t file complaints in court as people do, as verse 19:4
continues, “There is no speech and there are no words....”
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The night says, “To tell of his kindness in the morning
and of his faithfulness in the nights.” (Psalms 92:3)

According to Brachos 12a, this verse is the source of the
practice to follow Shema with “emes v’yatziv” (“true and
firm”) by day, and with “emes ve’emunah” (“true and
trustworthy”) at night.

n217 1570' '¥N 1iX7 D727 TAY D WY iR YNy
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The sun says, “The sun (and) the moon stand still in their
habitation; they go at the light of Your arrows, at the
shining of Your glittering spear.” (Chavakuk 3:11)

The Targum Yonason explains that this refers to the battle
of Gibeon (Joshua chapter 10), in which God caused the
sun to stand still — a great display of His might!

iIXIQN VT Wiy D'TYinY% 0! Ny Nnnixk nY!

The moon says, “He made the moon for the appointed
times; the sun knows (the time of) its setting.”
(Psalms 104:19)

The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 426:2) explains that we
bless the moon more than we do the stars because of
its proximity to Earth. It inspires in us a feeling for God’s
greatness since its path and phases are perceptible
throughout the month.

721 YIND DXQY 721 DIWD MY DNYD DX D'YY DDX T27 1 R0 DAK DNIK D121D
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The stars say, “You are Hashem; You alone. You made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with
all their host; the earth, and all that is upon it; the seas,
and all that is in them. You preserve them all and the host
of heaven bow down to You.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

The Ralbag explains that when a human being makes
something, the creation no longer requires the creator’s
attention. God’s creations are not this way. As long as we
exist, we rely upon Him in order to endure.
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The thick clouds say, “He made darkness His secret place,
His booth around Him; the darkness of waters and thick
clouds of the skies.” (Psalms 18:12)

In parshas Bo, God tells Moshe to stretch his hand
heavenward to trigger the plague of darkness. Where did
this darkness come from? Shemos Rabbah cites the opinion
of Rabbi Yehuda, that the darkness came from this “booth”
that metaphorically envelops God.

IR Y Y'9! 2V DML 2 X DNIK T2 Y

The clouds of glory say, “He also burdens the thick cloud
with moisture; He scatters His storm cloud.” (Job 37:11)

The first two words of this verse in Hebrew are “af b’ri”;
Rashi tells us that this is the name of the angel in charge of
the clouds. (Another meaning of “af” in Hebrew is anger;
another meaning of “b’ri” is health. This is indicative of the
two ways God can send us rain, depending on what we
deserve.)
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The wind says, “I will say to the north, ‘Give, and to the
south, ‘Do not withhold. Bring My sons from afar, and My
daughters from the ends of the earth.”” (Isaiah 43:6)

The Talmud in Menachos (110a) says that “sons” in
the verse refers to those exiled to Babylonia, while
“daughters” refer to those exiled to other lands.
(Babylonia was the post-exile center of Torah, and
Torah-study was the occupation of sons rather than of
daughters.)
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The lightning bolts say, “...He makes lightning bolts for the
rain; He brings forth wind from his storehouses.”
(Psalms 135:7)

The Malbim explains that when God wants to make

it rain, He separates electricity from the clouds in the

form of lightning. Through this, He takes wind from His
storehouses. He separates the essence of the wind in the form of steam, making it rain. (This
is a spiritual rather than a scientific description of the process.)
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The dew says, “l will be like the dew to Israel; he will
blossom like a rose and he will spread his roots like the
Lebanon.” (Hoshea 14:6)

The Talmud in Taanis 4a says that the Jews likened their
relationship with God to the rain. God replied, “I’ll do you
one better! Rain is sometimes desirable, but not always. |
will be to you like the dew, which is always a blessing!”

NX711 AN701 D'07X 91N NIAT) DY3 DINIK D'AYA
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The rains say, “Generous rain You poured down, O God;

You established Your inheritance, which was weary.”
(Psalms 68:10)

The ibn Ezra clarifies that God’s “inheritance” is the land
of Israel, to which He always pays attention. When the
land is metaphorically weary, God sustains it.

Chapter 3
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The trees in the field say, “Then the trees of the
forest will sing from before Hashem, because He has
come to judge the earth.” (I Chronicles 16:33)

This verse refers to “the trees of the field,” but the
corresponding verse in Psalms 96:12 says “all the
trees of the field.” What’s excluded? The midrash in Vayikra Rabbah explains that our verse
in Chronicles refers specifically to fruit trees.
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The vine says, “Thus says Hashem: As the wine is
found in the cluster and one says, ‘Do not destroy
it, because blessing is in it, so shall | do for the
sake of My servants, in order not to destroy
everything.” (Isaiah 65:8)

Targum Yonason explains that “the cluster” refers
to the generation of the flood, and “the wine” is
Noah, the righteous man who was saved. Just as
God spared Noah in order to rebuild the world, so
He will do for His righteous servants.

NMD 7K' NIXA X NN NIXA

The fig tree says, “The one who guards the fig tree
will eat her fruits.” (Proverbs 27:18)

The Talmud in Eiruvin (54a-b) asks why the Torah
is compared to a fig tree. Based on this verse, it
answers that just as one can always find figs when
searching a fig tree, one who contemplates Torah
matters will always find new meaning in them.

ANAX? TVaN NP [IR7D N792 NIN |inN

The pomegranate says, “Your temple is like a
pomegranate split open behind your veil.”
(Shir HaShirim 4:3)

Rashi explains that in Talmudic idiom, the temples
are called “the pomegranate of the face.” In its
simple meaning, this verse seems to be praising a
woman’s beauty. Metaphorically, however, the word

AN suggests DI — “empty” people. Even the
emptiest of us, we are told, is as full of mitzvos as a
pomegranate is full of seeds.
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The date palm says, “The righteous will flourish
like the palm tree; they will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.” (Psalms 92:13)

The gemara in Taanis (25a-b) asks why the
righteous are compared both to a palm tree and

to a cedar. It answers that you shouldn’t think that
the righteous don’t grow back when cut (like a date
palm), so it adds the cedar. Similarly, you shouldn’t
think that the righteous are fruitless (like a cedar),
therefore it adds the date palm.
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The apple tree says, “Like the apple tree among
the trees of the forest, so is my beloved among the
youths. | delighted to sit in his shade, and his fruit
was sweet to my taste.” (Shir HaShirim 2:3)

The midrash in Shir HaShirim Rabbah gives several
reasons Israel is compared to an apple: an apple tree
produces blossoms before leaves and the Jews put
naaseh (“we will do”) before nishma (“we will hear”);
apples ripen in the month of Sivan and the Jews
“ripened” in Sivan (when the Torah was given); apples take 50 days to ripen, as did the Jews
(it was 50 days from the Exodus to Sinai).

! A'MXIP D'FRYAN Ni72YRd V'Y NNNIXK D'YN N7AY

The sheaves of wheat say, “A song of the ascents:
From the depths | called to You, Hashem.”
(Psalms 130:1)

A person may not stand on something high like a
bed, a bench or a chair when he prays; rather, one
must pray from a low spot, as it says, “From the
depths | called to You, Hashem” (Machzor Vitry,
Hilchos Shabbos, based on Brachos 10b).
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The sheaves of barley say, “A prayer of a poor person,
when he wraps himself and pours out his speech before
Hashem.” (Psalms 102:1)

The Radak explains that this psalm was written as if
recited by the exiles of Babylonia, Persia and Media, who
were in great distress. One who prays from such distress
bends down, wrapping himself up in his limbs (perhaps
by curling into a fetal position).
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Other sheaves say, “The meadows are clothed with
flocks and the valleys are wrapped with grain. They
shout joy joyfully; they also sing.” (Psalms 65:14)

Rav Kook writes that shemittah (the sabbatical year)
and yoveil (the Jubilee year) will adorn the land of
Israel, which will respond by granting the people all
the spiritual treasure that it contains, commensurate
with the joy of shemittah and yoveil (Shabbat
Ha’aretz).

13N ANAY NIANN 02212 AT NN M D'RTN DIYIK NTYAY NipY:

The vegetables in the field say, “You water its
furrows, You level its ridges, You soften it with
showers; You bless its growth.” (Psalms 65:11)

What happens if the Jews are found lacking on

Rosh Hashana, causing God to issue an irrevocable
decree for a year of scant rain, but they later repent?
According to the Talmud Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashana
1:3), this verse reflects God’s “plan B” so that He may
provide for us without “reversing” Himself.
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The grasses say, “The glory of Hashem will endure
forever; Hashem will rejoice in his works.”
(Psalms 104:31)

The Malbim says that if humans lived forever,
God'’s glory as Creator would not be so evident,
as people would consider themselves to be self-
existent. Since generations come and go, people
recognize their Creator and honor Him. Hashem
therefore rejoices in His works, which are eternal.

Chapter 4
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The rooster says, “When the Holy One Blessed Be He
comes to the righteous in the Garden of Eden, all the
trees in the Garden of Eden scatter their spices, they
rejoice and they praise, then He, also, is stirred and
praises.” (Zohar, Parshas Vayakhel)

HaSulam, a commentary on the Zohar by Rabbi Yehuda
Ashlag (d. 1954), explains that the “trees” in the Garden
of Eden are in fact the souls of the righteous.
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R %’\i” LT TS Inits first call it says, “This is the generation of
: £ o : ys, g
S -

W"" those who seek Him; (the children of) Yaakov who
: \\ seek Your presence, selah! Gates, raise your heads!

T‘»P — i Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory

i L A iﬁ&a —

N \@__ K will come in. Who is this King of Glory? Hashem,
-‘F-———-—‘i""’"' strong and mighty; Hashem mighty in battle!”

. . (Psalms 24:6-8)

The ibn Ezra says that this is an allusion to the generation that built the Temple after David’s
death and then returned to God'’s presence; this is the generation that seeks Him. (He also
explains that “selah” here means “in truth.”)
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In its second call it says, “Gates, raise your heads!
Everlasting doors be raised and the King of Glory will
come in. Who is He, this King of Glory? The Lord of
Hosts — He is the King of Glory, selah!” (Psalms 24:9-10) ;'ii

e

The Metzudas Dovid explains the duplication of verses.
The early verses refer to the first Temple, as we have ;== &
said. Our verses here refer to the future third Temple. | (
The second Temple is not represented because the
Shechinah (God’s “Presence”) did not rest there.

Nan n'7w'7 7192 DY N'NY T MM iZOYI D'R'TY 1TV TNIX 'Y 7ipa

In its third call it says, “Stand, you righteous, and
occupy yourselves with Torah in order that your
reward in the Next World will be doubled.”

The Ramban (Shaar HaG’mul 33) says that some
people simply occupy themselves with Torah and
mitzvos. Such people have only merits and do not
warrant any Divine punishment whatsoever.

TP ANYIY'Y? iR WY 2im
In its fourth call it says, “I have hoped for your salvation, Hashem.” (Genesis 49:18)

This is part of Yaakov’s blessing to the Tribe of Dan,
which immediately prior foretold the coming of Samson.
The Daas Z’keinim explains that when Yaakov had his
prophecy regarding Samson, he had to clarify that
Israel’s salvation would be brought about not by a
warrior but by God Himself.
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In its fifth call it says, “How long will you laze, you
sluggard? When will you arise from your slumber?”
(Proverbs 6:9)

Orchos Tzaddikim explains that a lazy person has a
weak character and he makes excuses to avoid studying
Torah. No matter how easy we might make it for him,
he’ll always find an excuse.

DNY VAW 7'V N?9 WA |9 NIY 2DXA 7K NiX 'Y'Y 7ipa

In its sixth call it says, “Do not love sleep, lest you come
become impoverished. Open your eyes and you will be
satisfied with bread!” (Proverbs 20:13)

The Malbim, in his Biur HaMilos (Explanation of the

Words), demonstrates that Ny?9, the word for opening

in this verse, refers not to the eyes we use for seeing, but

rather to the “eyes” of one’s mind. I £
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In its seventh call it says, “It is time to act for Hashem; they have
nullified Your Torah.” (Psalms 119:126)

The Talmud in Gittin (60a) explains that writing down the Oral Law
used to be prohibited; this rendered it in danger of being lost. The
Sages overturned that law because sometimes one has to “nullify
the Torah” for the sake of Hashem. (Please note that individuals do
not have to authority to make such calls; this is a power limited to
our Torah leaders in the most pressing of circumstances.)
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The hen says, “He gives bread to all flesh because His
lovingkindness lasts forever.” (Psalms 136:25)

The Chofetz Chaim says, in Shmiras HalLashon (Shaar
HaTorah 5:14), that sometimes people don’t want their
daughters to marry Torah scholars from fear of poverty.
He counters, based on this verse, that such thinking is
incorrect. If God feeds all His creatures, would he let
students of Torah starve? (Certainly not!)
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The dove says, “Like a swallow and a crane, so do

| chatter; | moan like a dove. My eyes fail looking
upward. My Master, | am oppressed; pledge Yourself
to me.” (Isaiah 38:14)

Midrash Tehillim (119:30) explains the final clause of
this verse. What does it mean to have God as one’s
guarantor? “That | will not descend to Gehinnom. If
You can’t pledge Yourself to me, who can?”
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The dove says before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
“Master of the World! May my sustenance be as bitter
as an olive through Your Hand and not sweet as honey
through flesh and blood.”

(Eiruvin 18b and Sanhedrin 108b)

In Il Samuel 24:14 — which we recite as part of Tachanun
— David expresses a similar thought: “Let us fall into the
hand of Hashem because His mercies are great, and let
me not fall into the hand of man.” Good or bad, we’d
rather it come from Hashem!
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The eagle says, “And you, Hashem, God of Hosts, God of
Israel, awaken to punish all the nations, do not favor all
sinful traitors, selah!” (Psalms 59:6)

Midrash Tehillim on this verse explains that God makes
Himself appear to be “sleeping” in this world, which is
why Israel has not yet been redeemed. In the future,
however, in the end times, God will “wake” Himself to
judge the nations. David prays that, at that time, He not
show favor to the villainous.
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The crane says, “Give thanks to Hashem on the lyre;
sing to Him with the ten-stringed harp.” (Psalms 33:2)

Rashi understands NIWY 7112 not to mean a ten-
stringed harp per se, but rather that we should praise
Hashem with ten different types of melodies!
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The sparrow says, “Also the sparrow has found her
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she
placed her chicks — Your altars, Lord of Hosts, my King
and my God.” (Psalms 84:4)

Why are birds roosting on God’s altar? Rav Yonason
Eibeschutz explains in Yaaros Devash (1 9:7) that all
birds aspire to be pigeons and doves — the only species
of bird that are fit to offer as sacrifices to Hashem.
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The swallow says, “In order that my soul shall praise
You and not be silent, Hashem my God, | will thank You
forever.” (Psalms 30:13)

The text says kavod (honor) but translations almost
universally render it “my soul.” As the Radak explains,
kavod refers to the soul. (Verse 10 of this psalm says
“Can dust praise You?” precluding the body. The soul,
however, can and does praise Hashem.)
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The swift (Apus apus) says, “My help is from Hashem,
Maker of Heaven and Earth.” (Psalms 121:2)

The midrash in Bereishis Rabbah (68:2) attributes this
verse to Yaakov Avinu. When Eliezer sought a wife for
Yitzchak, he led a caravan bearing treasure; Yaakov
arrived emptyhanded but undiscouraged, fully aware
that his assistance ultimately comes from God.
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q}" The storm petrel says: “Light is sown for the righteous,
- and joy for the upright of heart.” (Psalms 97:11)

Rashi explains that this verse means “sown” literally.
When you plant something, you’re preparing it to
sprout and grow. That’s the case with light for the
righteous and joy for the upright: they’re ready to
burst forth and multiply!
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The laughing dove (Spilopelia senegalensis) says,
“Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.”
(Isaiah 40:1)

Eicha Rabbah (1:23) teaches that the Jews sinned
doubly (“Jerusalem has sinned a sin” — Eicha 1:8) and
were punished doubly (“[l]t has received ... double for
all its sins” — Isaiah 40:2). Accordingly, this verse tells us
that they were likewise comforted doubly.
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The stork says, “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem

and call to her because her host has become full,
because her iniquity has been pardoned, because
she has taken from Hashem’s hand double for all her
sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

The Ran questions this verse: we talk about God'’s
mercy all the time, so how can we say that God
punished the Jews doubly? He answers that it’s like
a father punishing his son; he never punishes as much as the son really deserves, but he still
feels like he punished him too much (Drashos HaRan 9:15).
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The raven says, “Who prepares food for the raven,
when his young ones cry out to God?” (Job 38:41)

The Malbim explains that God'’s providence even
extends to the raven, which is generally considered
one of nature’s nastier creatures. He cites the Midrash
Tanchuma that male ravens hate their offspring, but
God ensures that they are fed.
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The starling says, “Their seed will be known among
the nations, and their offspring among the peoples.
All who see them will recognize them, that they are
the seed that Hashem has blessed.” (Isaiah 61:9)

The Radak clarifies what it means to be known among
the nations: when the Jews travel abroad, whether
for business or pleasure, they will be recognized and
afforded great honor. The peoples will proclaim,
“These are the progeny whom God has blessed!”
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The domestic goose says, “Give thanks to Hashem,

call in His Name, make His deeds known among the
peoples, sing to Him, make music to Him, speak of all His
wonders.” (Psalms 105:1-2)

The ibn Ezra tells us how all these various types of praises
are to be made. “Sing to Him” — by mouth. “Make music
to Him” — on the harp. “Speak of all His wonders” — to
other people.

Page 18

[l] outorah.org What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira © 2024 Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

INITIATIVES



7KW DR DRINY 127N NYYIYAD 120D TIX
"7 19 12TAA K i NNIXK N2 0'j70iy
NI NIR'YN V1 4'07X7 n70n N2wa Ny!

103 DT NV AWK 1220 IR MRIK 13 TA
iNYIN 1t 111 NV YK 3D

The wild goose flying in the wilderness, when it sees
Israel occupying themselves with Torah, says, “A voice
cries, ‘Prepare the way of Hashem in the wilderness;
straighten a path in the desert for our God’” (Isaiah 40:3). Upon finding its food in the
wilderness, it says, “Cursed is the person who trusts in human beings... Blessed is the person
who trusts in Hashem; Hashem will be his assurance.” (Jeremiah 17:5, 7)

.

Rashi explains that the voice calling is the ruach hakodesh, God’s “spirit” of inspiration. The
path to be cleared is for the exiles to return to Jerusalem.

The Shulchan Aruch teaches that if someone who doesn’t need tzedaka takes it, he will
eventually need tzedaka for real. One who really needs tzedaka to live but refuses it is
culpable for the loss of his own life. One who could use assistance but prefers to live a
humble life, however, will some day be able to assist others as per our verse, “Blessed is the
person who trusts in Hashem.” (Yoreh Deah 255:2)

D'MYiy MY AR D TY TV M1 1N0A DNIR NitAND

Ducks say, “Trust in Hashem forever, because in God
Hashem is eternal strength.” (Isaiah 26:6)

The words tzur olamim can be translated many ways:
“rock of ages,” “rock of eternity,” “strength of worlds,”
etc. The Malbim understands it to mean that God is the
strength of all worlds because all worlds rely on Him
merely to exist, let alone to thrive. The result is that
God'’s might rules over everything.
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The bee-eater (family Meropidae) says: “I will whistle
to them and gather them, because | have redeemed
them. They will increase as they (previously) increased.”
(Zechariah 10:8)

The prayer Tikanta Shabbos (in the Shabbos musaf) is
according to alef-beis, but backwards: X2 2*Tnl T’N0O' 7”701 0”YOX P WN. Each phrase
corresponds to a different Biblical reference. The Aruch HaShulchan (OC 286:2) tells us that
the phrase ™ MWN (whistle) is a reference to our verse, in which God summons us to return.
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The grasshopper says: “I lift my eyes towards the mountains; from where will my help
come?” (Psalms 121:1)

The Radak explains: “If | raise my eyes to the mountains, it
won’t do me any good because the only help is from God;
to Him I will lift my eyes because He will help us and gather
us from the nations. He made Heaven and Earth, and it is
within His ability to do whatever He desires.”
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| The locust says, “Hashem, You are my God; | will exalt
You, | will praise Your Name, because You have performed
wonders — counsels from afar, enduring faith.”

(Isaiah 25:1)

According to Rashi, the “counsels from afar” refer to
those made long ago, specifically the ones that God made
to Avraham at the Covenant Between the Parts.
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The spider says, “Praise Him with loud cymbals! Praise Him W“ X L |
with crashing cymbals!” (Psalms 150:5) | SR

Why should we praise Hashem with cymbals? As Rav Hirsch
explains, they’re real attention-getters. When a musician
crashes a pair of cymbals, people notice!
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The fly, when Israel does not occupy itself with Torah,
says, “A voice said, ‘Call out.” And he said, ‘What shall

| call out?’ ‘All flesh is grass, and all its kindness is like
the flower of the field. The grass will wither, the flower
will wilt, because a wind from Hashem has blown on it.
Behold, the people is grass! The grass will dry out, the
flower will wilt, and the word of our God will endure
forever.”” (Isaiah 40:6-8)

Why should kindness wilt? Mesillas Yesharim explains that this refers to acts of kindness that
people perform for their own sakes rather than altruistically. They don’t have pure intentions
and they seek neither to glorify God nor to redeem Israel through their deeds.
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(The fly continues,) “I will create a new expression of the
lips: Peace, peace for the one who is far and for the one who
is near, says Hashem, and | will heal him.” (Isaiah 57:19)

The Talmud in Sanhedrin (99a) infers the greatness of baalei
teshuvah from this verse. We see that God first extends
peace to those who used to be far from Him; only after that
does He extend it to those who were always near.
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The great sea creatures say, “Praise Hashem from the
land, sea monsters and all the depths.” (Psalms 148:7)

The Rambam in his Mishneh Torah explains that our
environment is not sentient, so don’t misunderstand this
verse to be David calling upon the depths to praise God.
Rather, we should praise God when we see the might of
His handiwork! (Yesodei HaTorah 3:11)

Page 21

[l] outorah.org What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira © 2024 Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

INITIATIVES



iTON DY7iY7 2 2i0 I 7 17N MR N7

The Leviathan says, “Give thanks to Hashem because He
is good, because His kindness endures forever.”
(Psalms 136:1)

The Malbim explains that, after instructing us to
rejoice and to bless, David now tells us to give thanks
to Hashem for the goodness that we receive from Him.
This goodness is His kindness, which lasts forever. This
is so regardless of whether He is currently running the
world according to the rules of “nature” or in a more
miraculous fashion.
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Fish say, “The voice of Hashem is upon the waters, the
God of glory thunders, Hashem is upon many waters.”
(Psalms 29:3)

According to the Talmud (Brachos 28b), the original
eighteen brachos in Shemoneh Esrei were instituted
corresponding to the eighteen occurrences of
“Hashem” in this Psalm. The nineteenth bracha, which
was added later, was instituted corresponding to the
one occurrence of “God,” in this verse.
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The frog says, “Blessed is the Name of the One Whose glorious kingdom is everlasting.”

The Midrash (Devarim Rabbah 2:25) teaches that when
Moshe visited Heaven to receive the Torah, he heard the
angels singing this praise, which he then taught to the
Jews. The practice became to recite it quietly so as not to
flaunt our “stolen” praise. The exception is Yom Kippur,
when the Jews themselves are considered angelic.
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The small animal (like the sheep and the goat) says, 4 S\
“Who is like You among the mighty, Hashem? Who is like k ;_i’ ) L
You, majestic in holiness, awesome in praise, performing ' s

wonders!” (Exodus 15:11)

The Talmud in Gittin suggests that “Who is like You among
the mighty (eilim)” could also be read as “Who is like You
among the silent (ilmim).” This is because God hears the
abuse directed at Him by blasphemers but remains silent.
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The large animal (like the cow) says, “Rejoice to God,
our strength; sound a trumpet to the God of Yaakov!”
(Psalms 81:2)

This psalm is the Song of the Day for Thursday. It was
so instituted because birds and fish were created on
Thursday to praise God, as per Talmud Rosh Hashana 31a.
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The small unclean animal (i.e., the pig) says, “Do good,

Hashem, to the good, and to the upright in their hearts.”
(Psalms 125:4)

The ibn Ezra explains the importance of being upright in
one’s heart: a person’s words and deeds are like a building,
but the honesty of one’s heart is like its foundation.
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The Iarge unclean animal (i.e., a beast of burden) says, “When you eat the work of your

hands, you are fortunate and it is good for you.”
(Psalms 128:2)

The Talmud in Brachos 8a says that it’s better to be
a hard worker than to be pious. Psalm 112 tells us
that a pious person is fortunate, but Psalm 128 tells
us that one who enjoys the fruits of his own labors
is not only fortunate (in this world) but also that
things will be good for him (in the Next World).
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The camel says, “Hashem will roar from on high and
from His holy habitation He will give His voice. He shall
roar over His abode.” (Jeremiah 25:30)

The Metzudas Dovid explains that roaring over His
abode is a clarification of God roaring from His :
habitation. Specifically, He is lamenting the necessary ‘ﬂ
decree to destroy Jerusalem and the Temple. ¥V
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The horse says, “Behold, like the eyes of the servants
to the hand of their master, like the eyes of the maid
to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes to Hashem
our God until He favors us.” (Psalms 123:2)

Based on this verse, the Mishneh Torah (Hilchos
Avadim 9:8) codifies as law that a person should not
overburden even his Canaanite servants. One should
allow his servants to eat all the same food that he
himself eats, and he should let his servants eat first.
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The mule says, “All the kings of the earth will acknowledge
You, Hashem, because they have heard the utterances of Your
mouth.” (Psalms 138:4)

Midrash Shocher Tov explains that a human king has all
sorts of counts, dukes and viceroys to assist him in ruling
his kingdom, in exchange for which they receive a share of
the honor that would otherwise be the king’s alone. This is
not the case with God; He rules alone and therefore only He
should be praised,
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The donkey says, “Yours, Hashem, is the greatness,
the might, the splendor, the victory and the glory,
because everything in Heaven and on Earth (is
Yours). Yours, Hashem, is the kingship and You are
the One exalted over everything.”

(I Chronicles 29:11)

This verse quotes King David. According to the
Radak, David is saying that all the greatness, all the
might, all the military victory and all the splendor that he achieved are really God’s, because
all these things came from Him. Similarly, all the wealth that David acquired in bat‘tle and
dedicated to God was really God’s anyway.
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The ox says, “Then Moshe and the children of Israel sang
this song to Hashem. They said, saying, ‘l will sing to

Hashem because He is extremely exalted; He has thrown
the horse and its rider into the sea.” (Exodus 15:1)

The Mishna in Sotah (5:4) points out that the word
“saying” in “they said, saying” is superfluous. So why does
it say “saying”? This teaches that Moshe would sing a line
and the people would repeat it, responsively, the same as
we do when reciting Hallel.
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The animals of the field say, “Blessed is the One
Who is good and Who does good.”

Proverbs 25:25 says, “Cold water to a weary
soul and good news from a distant land.” What
do these things have in common? Bereishis
Rabbah (57) explains that just as we recite HaTov
v’haMeitiv — the blessing that God is good and
does good — over good news, so too we recite it
over much-needed rain.
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The deer says, “l will sing of Your strength; | will rejoice
in Your kindness in the morning, because You were a
haven to me, and a refuge on the day of my oppression.”
(Psalms 59:17)

According to the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah (23), this
refers to future events. “I will sing” of God’s strength over
Edom (i.e., Rome), and “I will rejoice” in God’s kindness
towards us in the war of Gog and Magog (which may
precede the messianic era).
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The elephant says, “How great are Your works,
Hashem; Your designs are extremely profound.”
(Psalms 92:6)

According to the Malbim, God’s extremely profound
designs refers to the way He runs the world with
providence, making it look like “nature.” This gives
people free will so that they can be held responsible
for their actions. (If God’s influence were too obvious, such as instant punishment for
misdeeds, people would have no real choices.)
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The lion says, “Hashem will go out as a mighty man,
like @ man of war He will arouse zeal. He will shout —
He will even roar. He will prevail over His enemies.”
(Isaiah 42:13)

Avos d’Rabbi Nosson (chapter 2) explains that God’s
“roar” isn’t really like that of a warrior. Really, it
exceeds the combined roars of all the warriors in the
world. However, the prophets restrained their words
and only told us things in ways that most people could
visualize.
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The bear says, “Let the wilderness and its cities
raise their voices, the village where Kedar dwells.
Let the inhabitants of rock sing, let them shout
from the peaks of the mountains. Let them give
honor to Hashem and tell of His praise in the
islands.” (Isaiah 42:11-12)

Most commentators understand “the inhabitants
of rock” to refer to people who build their homes in
rocky places, but Rashi cites the Targum Yonasan,
who understands it to mean that the dead will praise God at the time of their revival, when
they are freed from their rocky abodes.
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The wolf says, “For every matter of sin, for an ox, for a donkey,
for a lamb, for a garment, for every lost object about which
one says, ‘This is it, the matter of both of them shall come to
the judge. The one whom the judges will find guilty shall pay
double to his fellow.” (Exodus 22:8)

The Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed (1, 6:1), uses this
verse as an example of where the word “elohim” refers to judges.
In other places, it refers to angels. When God is called “Elohei
ha’elohim,” it means that He is Judge over the majestic angels, not that He is Judge over lowly
human justices. (Saying that God is superior to humans would be rather faint praise.)
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The fox says, “Woe to one who builds his house
without righteousness and his lofts without justice,
using his fellow’s labor for free and he doesn’t give
him for his wage.” (Jeremiah 22:13)

The Zohar (Tazria 173) explains that harmful forces
flee from a place where righteousness exists.
However, whichever force gets to a place first
acquires it. If righteousness gets there first, great,
but if not... look out!
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The hound says, “Let the righteous rejoice in Hashem;
praise is fitting for the upright.” (Psalms 33:1)

According to Machzor Vitry (Hilchos Shabbos
139:1), when the righteous experience God, they
are immediately inspired to sing praises to Him. We
see this from our forefather Yitzchak who, when he
was bound on the altar, had a vision of the heavens
opening and sang.
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The mouse says, “I will exalt You, Hashem, because You
have raised me up and You have not let my enemies
rejoice over me.” (Psalms 30:2)

The Radak explains what King David is saying here: “If
You had not raised me up and forgiven me, my enemies
would have rejoiced because of me. Now (since God has
raised and forgiven David), You have not caused them to rejoice; You have caused them to
mourn.”
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The cat says, “If you rise like an eagle and place your
nest among the stars, from there | shall bring you
down, says Hashem.” (Obadiah 1:4)

The prophet Obadiah was a convert who prophesied
about the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau.
Based on this verse, the Talmud Yerushalmi (Nedarim
3:8) says that, in the future, Esau will wrap himself in
his tallis and try to sit among the righteous, only to be
expelled by God. (That the righteous are compared to
stars is explicit in Daniel 12:3.)

Page 28

[l] outorah.org What Does the Fox Say? Insights Into Perek Shira © 2024 Rabbi Jack Abramowitz

INITIATIVES



DNIi727TY 2YUXK71 DI'WNR] QX QiITIX IR (VA

When the cat catches the mouse, it says, “I pursued my
enemies and overtook them, and | did not turn back until
they were destroyed.” (Psalms 18:38)

The Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 10) says that David

could only achieve this degree of success because he had
mastered the trait of spiritual cleanliness. Other righteous
kings like Asa and Chizkiyahu could not request such a gift
from God because they had not achieved David’s level in
this trait.
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The mouse replies, “You are righteous in all that comes upon me, because You have
performed truth and | have acted evilly” (paraphrased
from Nehemiah 9:33, which is in the first-person
plural).

The Ramban on parshas Noach (Genesis 6:9) uses this
verse in explaining Noah’s righteousness. Since he was
perfectly righteous, Noah was worthy to be saved from
the flood without any punishment at all. This is unlike
those who act evilly, whom God punishes in truth.

Chapter 6
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The creeping things say, “Let Israel rejoice in the One Who
made him; let the children of Zion exult in their King.”
(Psalms 149:2)

Mesillas Yesharim (chapter 19) explains that true joy is
when one’s heart delights that he gets to serve Hashem,
and to occupy himself with God’s Torah and mitzvos. The
further one delves into the knowledge of God’s greatness,
the more his joy will increase and the more his heart will sing, as per our verse.
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The aggressive among the creeping things say, “Your
wife will be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of your
house; your children like olive shoots around your
table.” (Psalms 128:3)

Based on this verse, the Talmud in Brachos (57a)
derives that if a man dreams of a vine bearing
grapes, he can be confident that his wife will carry
to term; if he dreams of olive trees, he can expect to
have many children.
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The snake says, “Hashem supports all the fallen and straightens all the bent.”
(Psalms 145:14)

Also in Talmud Brachos (4b), the question is asked why no
verse in the prayer Ashrei (an alphabetical acrostic) starts
with the letter nun. The Gemara refers us to Amos 5:2,
which discusses the downfall of Israel. (N-F-L is the Hebrew
root meaning to fall.) Nevertheless, David used the next
verse — samech — to assure us that God supports those
who have fallen.
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The scorpion says, “Hashem is good to all and His
mercy is on all of His works.” (Psalms 145:9)

The Rambam tells us that the Sages commanded us

to visit non-Jews when they’re sick, to help bury their
dead and to support their needy based on this verse
(Melachim 10:12). God has commanded us to emulate
His trait of being merciful to all (Avadim 9:8).

The snail says, “Like a snail that melts away and passes, the
stillborn of a mole that does not see the sun.” (Psalms 58:9)

Bereishis Rabbah (Parshas Vayeira) applies this verse to the
inhabitants of Sodom. We say that our enemies should be
like those who never saw the sun. Along these lines, we see
that the sun rose over Sodom after God had rained fire and
brimstone on it.
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The ant says, “Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider her
ways, and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)

The Midrash in Devarim Rabbah (chapter 5) explains that
what the ant stockpiles in the summer serves her in the
winter. Similarly, we should stockpile mitzvos in this world
to serve us in the Next World.
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The weasel says, “Let every soul praise Hashem —
Hallelujah!” (Psalms 150:6)

Rashi on Eiruvin 18b explains that the Kohanim in the
Temple blessed Hashem using the Tetragrammaton
(Yud-Hei-Vav-Hei), which only they were permitted to
pronounce. Since the Temple was destroyed, we all praise
God using just the letters Yud-Hei.
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The dogs say, “Come, let us bow and prostrate; let us
kneel before Hashem our Maker.” (Psalms 95:6)

The ibn Ezra understands “our Maker” to mean that
Hashem made the dry land and the sea. These are
the general materials from which all the details were
made.
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Rabbi Yeshaya, the student of Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa,
fasted 85 fasts. He said, “Dogs, about which it is written
(Isaiah 56:11), ‘The dogs are of brazen spirit; they don’t
know satisfaction” — should they merit singing (God’s)
praises?” An angel answered him from Heaven, saying,
“Yeshaya, how long will you fast over this matter? It

is an oath from before the Omnipresent, Blessed be
He. From the day that He revealed his secret to the
prophet Habakkuk, He has not revealed this matter to
any creation in the world. However, since you are the
student of a great man, | have been sent from Heaven to assist you, to tell you through
what the dogs merit to sing (God’s) praises. It is because it is written of them (Exodus 11:7),
‘No dog whet its tongue against any of the children of Israel.” Not only that, they merited
that hides on which tefillin, mezuzos and Torah scrolls are written are tanned with their
excrement. Therefore they merited to sing praises. And in the matter of the question that
you asked, retract and don’t continue in this matter further, as it is written (Proverbs 21:23),
‘One who guards his mouth and his tongue guards from afflictions
of his soul.”” Blessed is Hashem forever, Amen and Amen!
(Yalkut Shimoni, Bo 187)

There are so many things from which we should guard our mouths
and our tongues! These include from speaking disparagingly (ibn
Ezra), from talking too much (Metzudas Dovid), from revealing
information to one who will act impulsively (Sefer Chofetz Chaim,
Hilchos Rechilus), and even from overeating (Hilchos Deios 4:15)!
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Prayer for After Reciting Perek Shira

Composed by Rav Mordechai Gross

Master of all worlds, may it be desirable before You,
my God and the God of my fathers, that in the merit
of Perek Shira, which | have recited, which is the
song of the inanimate, the plants and the animals,
and of the angels appointed over them by Hashem,
may He be blessed, that its recitation be like offering
a sacrifice on the altar, that this time be a time of
mercy, a time of hearkening, a time of attention, in
which we call upon You and You answer us, we entreat You and You entreat us.
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May the recitation of Perek Shira arise before You as
if we understood all the secrets, wonders and awe
that are sealed within it in all its forms. Return us in
complete repentance before You, and may we merit
the place from which souls, spirits and psyches
originate as if we had done all that is incumbent
upon us to understand, whether in this incarnation

| or in other incarnations. Fill all the requests of our
P TR 5., A - hearts for good, and send blessing, success and
rellef in all the works of our hands. May we merit to sing in the future to come and may You
return Your presence to Your holy city speedily in our days, amen.
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