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Plowing 

Ramban 
The pro-
hibition 

applies in 
all places.

Mishna Berura 
One may be lenient 
in accordance with 

this opinion, as there 
are additional reasons 
to be lenient: This is an 
inevitable consequence 
with which one is not 
satis� ed, and there are 
two mitigating factors 

(it is a destructive 
act, performed in an 

unusual manner).

One may be lenient in a 
place where cleanliness 
is especially important, 
e.g., hospitals. It is also 

permitted to clean speci� c 
dirty spots in one’s house, 
and one may also sweep 

away spilled water (in 
any case, sweeping may 
be performed only with 

a squeegee; one may 
not rub with a rag).

One 
should be 

stringent in 
accordance 

with this 
opinion, and 

not wash a 
� oor even in a 
place where all 
the houses are 
tiled (Shemirat 

Shabbat 
KeHilkhata).

Tosafot 
The prohibition 

does not apply in a 
place where all the 

houses are tiled.

Do the decrees of the Sages with regard 
to dirt floors also apply to tiled floors?

Based on Tosafot 
It is prohibited even 

on a tiled � oor, but it is 
permitted in a place where 

all the houses are tiled.

Based on 
Ramban 

The prohibition 
applies in 
all places.

Tosafot Based on 

The Sages prohibit washing the � oor due to 
Flling holes, and the Gemara (151b) explicitly 
states that it is prohibited even on a tiled 
� oor, lest one ultimately do so on a dirt � oor.

Tosafot Ramban 

The Sages prohibit dragging heavy items, 
lest one make a furrow in the ground (the 
halakha is that it is prohibited only when 
the result is an inevitable consequence). 

The Gemara (151b) explicitly states that 
it is prohibited even on a tiled � oor, 

lest one drag an item on a dirt � oor.

Dragging heavy items Washing the � oor



643

Nowadays, when the 
majority of � oors are 

tiled, one may be 
lenient and play on 
the � oor of the 

house such games 
that are always played 

on a tiled � oor.

It is 
permitted 
to play any 

game on any 
tiled � oor.

Nowadays, when the majority of � oors are 
tiled, it is permitted for both Sephardim 

and Ashkenazim to sweep the � oor of the 
house. One may be lenient even in the case 
of a tiled patio that is adjacent to a house.

Nowadays, when the majority of � oors are Nowadays, when the majority of � oors are Nowadays, when the majority of � oors are 

This is the ruling of the
Rema, and one may 
be lenient even if only 

the majority of the 
houses in the locale are 

tiled (Beur Halakha).

This is the ruling 
of the Shulḥan 

Arukh.

This is the 
halakha for 

Sephardim 
(as with 
regard to 
sweeping 
the house).

This is the halakha 
for Ashkenazim 
(as with regard to 

sweeping the house).

Tosafot 
This is derived from 

other prohibitions: It is 
prohibited also on dirt 
� oors, but in a place 
where all the houses 

are tiled, it is permitted.

Rambam 
It is permitted 

on tiled � oors, as 
we do not derive 
one prohibition 

from another.

Tosafot 
It is prohibited even 
on a tiled � oor, but 
it is permitted in a 
place where all the 

houses are tiled.

Rambam 
It is 

permitted on 
a tiled � oor.

Tosafot Rambam 

What is the halakha with 
regard to tiled � oors?

Rambam 

What is the halakha with 
regard to tiled � oors?

The Sages prohibit sweeping the house, 
and according to many Rishonim (e.g., 
Rashi and Rambam), the prohibition is 

due to the concern of Filling holes.

The Sages prohibit playing with nuts. The 
amora’im disagree concerning the reason 

for the prohibition, and the halakha is that 
it is due to a concern of Filling holes.

Sweeping the house Playing with nuts or marblesSweeping the house Playing with nuts or marbles

Do the decrees of the Sages with regard to dirt 
floors also apply to tiled floors? (continued)

The Prohibited Labor of Plowing (horesh)


