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The severance of the physical connection 
between the produce and its place of growth

The detachment of an item from 
its place of sustenance

Magen Avraham, citing the Rambam: 
Its detachment is prohibited by

Torah law due to Reaping, as it is
physically attached to the tree.

Rashi and Tosafot: This fruit is 
considered detached, and the prohibition 

of Reaping does not apply to it, as it is 
no longer nourished by the tree.

Yerushalmi: One is liable due to Reaping 
(even if one put it back in water and did 
not cause its death), since they detached 

it from its place of sustenance.

It is possible that the Bavli agrees that the 
prohibition is due to its detachment from its 

place of sustenance, and yet it maintains that one 
who removes a � sh from the water is not liable 

due to Reaping, as Reaping applies only to items 
that grow from the ground (Ramban; Rashba).

, citing the Rambam: Rashi and Tosafot

Concerning a fruit that has entirely dried 
out while still attached to the tree, is 
its detachment considered Reaping?

It is possible that the Bavli 

Bavli: One is liable only due to Slaughtering 
if one caused its death, but is not liable 
for Reaping, as the � sh is not physically 

connected to the water (Meiri).

One is liable only due to Slaughtering Yerushalmi: One is liable due to Reaping 

Is one who removes a � sh from 
the water liable due to Reaping?

The severance of the physical connection The detachment of an item from 

The basis of the 
prohibition of Reaping

The Prohibited Labor of Reaping (Kotzer)
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Reaping 

One may smell leaves or 
� owers and move them 

provided that they will not 
be detached, but one may 
not sni�  an attached fruit, 

lest one pick it to eat it.

One may not place 
items even on 

something attached 
to or resting on a tree. 
Therefore, one may 
not hang a towel on 
a tree or take it o�  a 
nail embedded in a 
tree. One may not 

climb a ladder leaning 
on a tree. One may 
not take items out 
of a coat hanging 

on a tree. One may 
not use a swing 

attached to a tree.

One may place items in or take 
them out of a basket that was 
hung before Shabbat on a nail 
embedded in a tree (but one 

may not remove the basket). It 
is prohibited to hang a towel 
on a string attached to a tree, 

but if the towel was hung 
before Shabbat, one may dry 

their hands on it. One may 
swing in a hammock that is 

attached to a nail embedded 
in a tree, provided that it was 
set up before Shabbat, if the 

tree does not shake from 
the use of the hammock.

One may lean lightly 
on a tree as long as 

it does not shake.

One may not hang an 
item on a tree before 
Shabbat lest one take 
it down on Shabbat.

Use of a tree is prohibited 
even if one does not climb 

the tree. Therefore, one 
may not hang a coat or 
towel on a tree; and if a 
ball lands in a tree, one 
may not bring it down.

This is prohibited, as a 
decree lest one detach an 
item. One may not climb 

even a dried-out tree. One 
who climbs intentionally 
must stay there; one who 
climbs unwittingly, or a 
minor, may come down 

in the usual manner.

One may not use a tree.One may not 
climb a tree.

One may use grass or soft 
branches, and one may 

even sleep on grass.

One may not use 
a tree’s sides.

One may use the 
sides of the sides.

One may not use a tree.One may not One may not use One may use the 

Using a tree on Shabbat


