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Gathering 

The prohibition of Gathering

Yet, it is prohibited 
by rabbinic law to 
gather items that 
do not grow from 

the ground from the 
place where they 

grew, as it looks like 
Gathering. Therefore, 
one may not collect 
salt from a salt pool 
or eggs from a coop.

The prohibition applies 
speci� cally to � gs 
and the like, as it is 

common to press them 
together in the house 
as well, and therefore 
this is considered the 
conclusion of the act 
of picking (Maaseh 

Roke’aḥ; Mishna Berura).

The prohibition apples only to 
unprocessed items that grow from the 
ground, and therefore it is permitted to 

prepare a string of beads for children 
from cooked fruit, provided that one 
does not tie the ends. One may not 

prepare a normal necklace, even without 
tying the ends, due to Fixing a utensil.

Place where it grows

Rava: Gathering 
applies also to items 

that do not grow 
from the ground, and 

the Or Zarua and 
Meiri rule likewise.

The prohibition of Gathering applies only in the place where 
they grow (Rashi; Tosafot), and only to items that have not 

changed from their natural state (Arukh HaShulḥan). 
The de� nition of the prohibition: Gathering items that grew from the 

ground, which completes the labor of Reaping. It is therefore prohibited 
to collect fruit or pine nuts from under the tree on which they grew.

The de� nition of the prohibition 
(subcategory): The creation 
of a new signi� cant identity.

The prohibition applies to all items that 
grow: Gathering without binding and 
attaching is prohibited only in the place 
where they grow, and this is the primary 

category of the labor of Gathering. 
By contrast, tying or gathering into 

one mass, which is a subcategory of 
Gathering, is prohibited by Torah law 

even not in the place where they grew 
(Shulḥan Arukh HaRav; Nishmat Adam).

The prohibition applies The prohibition applies to all The prohibition applies to all The prohibition applies to all 

A di�  culty: But this is performed not in the place where they grew.

Rambam: It is prohibited to press � gs together.The Shulḥan Arukh 
rules accordingly.

Abaye: Gathering 
applies only to items 

that grow from 
the ground, and 

the Rambam and 
Rosh rule likewise.

Gathering Abaye: Gathering 

Items that grow from the groundItems that grow from the ground Place where it grows

Gathering separate items into one
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The Prohibition of Gathering (continued)

One may collect fruit that is scattered in the house, but if it involves great exertion, one 
should gather the fruit with a broom while cleaning the house and afterward transfer 

them to a vessel. It is permitted to gather nuts or candies thrown in a synagogue.

Rambam: One may not collect the fruit, 
lest one ultimately press them together 
and violate the prohibition of Gathering.

Shulḥan Arukh: One should take both opinions into account, and therefore one 
may not collect fruit mixed with dirt or that are scattered over a large area.

an Arukh One should take both opinions into account, and therefore one One should take both opinions into account, and therefore one One should take both opinions into account, and therefore one 

Ramban: The fruit is mixed with 
dirt, and therefore collecting them 

has the appearance of Selecting.

Rabbeinu Yona: The fruit is spread 
over a large area, and the prohibition is 
due to exertion and weekday activities.

One may not collect the fruit, Ramban: The fruit is mixed with The fruit is mixed with Rabbeinu Yona: The fruit is spread The fruit is mixed with 

The Sages taught: If one’s fruit was scattered in a 
courtyard on Shabbat, one may collect [each piece]
hand to hand and eat them. But one may not collect 

them into a basket or into a box, so that one will 
not conduct himself on Shabbat in the manner 

that he conducts himself during the week (143b).

The Prohibited Labor of Gathering (Me’amer)


