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Jerusalem: Center of My Universe

Session 04: Where | am Happy and Whole
Part 1: Defining Kedusha D21n2 *Niawh wTpn M 1w
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8. They shall make for Me a Sanctuary, and | will dwell within them.

9. Just as everything | show you, the pattern of the Mishkan and the pattern of all its keilim. And so

shall you do it also in the future. [based on translation of Rav S.R. Hirsch]
10-39... [details of the forms of the individual keilim]...

40. And see and make according to their patterns [/it.: something which gives shape and form to

another] which you will show [demonstrate] on the mountain.
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RNTP M MeH v — “wTpn Y awn”

“And they shall make for Me a Mikdash” — [in other words,] and they shall make for the sake of my

Name a house of Kedusha.
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As in, “a meeting place” [i.e., a place prepared in advance to be ready for/dedicated to a specific

purpose]
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...Scripture declares in our verse that 021N *Niowh will result from wTpn 5 1wy,

...wTPN expresses the totality of the task we are to fulfill towards God; 12wn expresses the fulfillment
of the promises made to us by God in return for our fulfilling that task. ...The Tabernacle is to be

wIpn, the place of consecration, and 12wn, the place of God’s closeness.
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The Tabernacle is to be a place where we are to seek and attain our consecration [ne1Tp] and God’s
closeness. This consecration and this closeness — i.e., the mutual covenantal relationship between
God and Israel... — is the context within which the significance of the Tabernacle as a whole and in

its parts is to be sought and found. ...

... It is the furnishings, the D92 — the NN, the 1NYw, the NN, the Nam — that constitute the
wIpDn; it is they that bring to expression the sanctification of physical life, the devotion and elevation

of all mundane matters to God. [see also: Bonus Materials, below]

BASED ON THE WORKS OF RAV S.R. HIRSCH

WP (root): prepare for task, dedicate all resources

eNTp the verbal declaration that designates the day of Shabbos

and differentiates it from all the other days.
An animal or contribution can be made wTpn, thus designating it for the purpose of ‘'n NMay.

nNTP is the sanctification of physical life, the dedication, devotion and elevation of

all mundane matters to God

wTPN is a process which expresses and embodies nenTp,

or a place in which such process takes place.
The wTpnn N1 is a home dedicated to sheltering and nurturing NeNTP.
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“And | will dwell within them” — It does not say “within it”, in order to tell you that the place which
they will consecrate to His Presence will be in the midst of the Jewish People, that they will surround

the Mishkan [on all four sides].
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There were three camps in the desert: the Israelite Camp, comprised of four groups. The Levite
Camp, about which the verse says (Bamidbar 1:50) “And around the Mishkan shall they encamp”.
And the Shechina’s Camp, which begins from the opening of the courtyard of the Ohel Moed and

inward.

And all future generations [were arranged] correspondingly: From the entrance to Jerusalem until Har
HaBayis is like the Israelite Camp. And from the entrance of Har HaBayis until the entrance to the
Courtyard, which is Nikanor Gate, is as the Levite Camp. And from the entrance to the Courtyard and
inward is the Shechina’s Camp. And the cheil and the Women’s Courtyard had additional kedusha in
the Holy Temple [they were elevated to the level of Machane Shechina in the First Temple, during the

days of King Yoshafat].

D-1:X PI1a DY mawn

AN MenTp vy

L.MNXIND 50N nwmpn SXIw? yax
LN MYTIPN NMmn Mapinn mimy
.. D wTpn nmnn n D1)abd
.00 whpn nan n

LN wnpn 5nin

.00 NYMpn D' Ny
...7NN DYTIpN YN Nty
...71AN NYNPN DININ Nty
...NNN pMpn Nnamd 09NN 2
.0 wnpn Sann

..DNN YMpn DWIpn wIp

There are 10 Kedushos: Eretz Yisrael is the most sanctified of all lands... Cities encircled by a wall are
more sanctified than [unwalled cities]... Within the walls of Jerusalem is more sanctified than [other
walled cities]... Har HaBayis is more sanctified than [the rest of Jerusalem]... The cheil is more
sanctified than that... The Women’s Courtyard is more sanctified than that... the Israelite courtyard is
more sanctified than that... The Courtyard of Kohanim is more sanctified than that... [the space]
Between the Ulam and the mizbe’ach is more sanctified than that... The Heichal is more sanctified
than that... the Holy of Holies is most sanctified of them all.
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Part 2: DN*202 NPYI RN
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8. They shall make for Me a Sanctuary, and | will dwell within them.

9. Just as everything | show you, the pattern of the Mishkan and the pattern of all its keilim. And so

shall you do it also in the future. [based on translation of Rav S.R. Hirsch]
10-39... [details of the forms of the individual keilim]...

40. And see and make according to their patterns [/it.: something which gives shape and form to

another] which you will show [demonstrate] on the mountain.
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“And see and make with their pattern”. It would seem that the verse should have said “nan3” with a

“kaf”, which is a comparative “kaf” [a prefix meaning “like” or “similar to”] which is used constantly in
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verses with regard to ideas that are similar to one another in some way but not in every way. But
surely it wouldn’t be possible for Moshe to fashion those items like the pattern shown to him on the
mountain, because there he was seeing purely spiritual-intellectual ideas, whereas here he was
commanded to make them physically. If so, it would be impossible to say “Dn1n1” “[make them] in
the pattern of” with a “beis”, [and] so it would seem rather that the verse should use a “kaf” which is a

comparative “kaf”, to indicate that there is a similarity in some [limited] aspect.

And in mentioning “DN"2N1” with a “beis”, it seems to me that the understanding of the verse is:
“and with the pattern which you will be shown on the mountain, look at it and make it...” — in other
words, make it but with your own characteristic qualities. For how could we say “Dn*2ana” when one
absolutely cannot make any of these things [which he was shown] tangibly? As the Sages explain,
Moshe said to Hashem, “Where will | get red fire, white fire, green fire, black fire?!” [i.e., how can |

make with only physical materials something entirely spiritual which You are showing to me?!]

And if you will contemplate the difference in the Holy Language between “beis” and “kaf” [as
prefixes], the difference between saying Dn"21n21 and bntan2; you will know and understand that
the core concept is the same as that in Bereshis, where it is said "1JMNT2 1Ind5x1"...[see Rashi there
— SMmL]
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Kedusha has a duality, in that it begins with Avoda and concludes with a grant; it begins with effort,
and concludes with a gift. In other words: the initial phase of Kedusha is in a person consecrating
himself, and ultimately he is sanctified. This is what the Sages teach (Yoma 39a): “A person sanctifies
himself a bit, and they sanctify him a lot.” From below they sanctify him from above. The effort is in
that a person must distance and unleash himself from physicality entirely, and cling constantly at
every moment to his Lord... and even at times when he is occupied with physical actions that are

necessary for him to sustain his body, his soul must not budge from cleaving to the Most High....
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Of course, it is impossible for a human to place himself in such a condition, because it is too difficult
for him; he is, after all, made of flesh and blood. That is why ultimately kedusha is a gift, because as
much as a person can make the effort to pursue true knowledge and constant spirituality of the
holiness of his actions, in the end, it is God Who will guide him on this path which he desires to walk
upon, and Hashem will rest His Holiness upon him and sanctify him. Then he will succeed in
accomplishing this, being able to be constantly in a state of clinging to Hashem. For where nature

stands in his way, Hashem will help him and give him support.
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And when a person is sanctified by the Sanctity of his Creator, then even his physical actions turn into
actual things of Kedusha. The prime example of which is eating Kodashim [portions from sanctified
korbanos] which is actually a positive mitzva! And the Sages say (Pesachim 59b): When the Kohanim

eat of it, the owner has atonement!
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But the holy person who clings constantly to His God, and whose soul moves in the realm of the
spiritual, with love and awe of his Creator, he is considered to be actually walking before God even
during his lifetime, while still in this world. And such a person is himself considered to be as a

Mishkan, a Mikdash, a mizbe’ach.
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Part 3: Nnaxwn N2 nnNnv
Simcha is a Function of Purpose
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All seven days of the holiday (Sukkos), they pour water onto the mizbe’ach. This is a Halacha leMoshe
MiSinai...

And they poured it on the south-west corner, more than halfway up the mizbe’ach, so that it all ran
down into the shissin holes, as we have explained. How did they do it? A golden dish with a capacity
of 3 log was filled from the Shiloach spring. When they reached the Water Gate, they blow tekios and
teruos and tekios. He ascended the ramp and turned to his left, and put the water from the dish into a
container that was there. There were two silver containers there, the one on the west held water and
the one on the east held the wine for pouring. The containers were pierced with two small holes, the
one for water had a finer hold than that of the wine, so that they would both finish — the water with

the wine — at once.
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Righteous people and men of great deeds would dance before them with flaming torches that they

would juggle in their hands, and they would say before them songs and praise to Hashem.

And the Levi'im would play on lyres, and harps, and cymbals, and trumpets, and countless other
musical instruments, upon the fifteen stairs that descend from the Ezras Yisrael to the Ezras Nashim,
corresponding to the fifteen Songs of Shir HaMaalos in Tehillim (perakim 120-134) and upon which

the Levi’im, stand with musical instruments and recite their song.

...The Chachamim teach: One who did not see the Simchas Bais HaShoevah,

never saw real joy in all his days.
One who did not see Yerushalayim in its glory, never saw a beautiful city.

One who did not see the Bais HaMikdash in its constructed state, never saw a magnificent

structure.
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It is taught in a baraisa: It is said about Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel that when he would rejoice at the
Simchas Bais HaShoevah, he would take eight flaming torches and toss one and catch another,

juggling them, and, though all were in the air at the same time, they would not touch one another.

Regarding the rejoicing of Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel at the Simchas Bais HaShoevah, the Gemara
recounts: Levi would walk before Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi juggling with eight knives. Shmuel would
juggle before King Shapur with eight glasses of wine without spilling. Abaye would juggle before

Rabba with eight eggs...

It is taught in a baraisa that Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chananya says: When we would rejoice in the
Simchas Bais HaShoevah, our eyes did not see sleep the entire Chag. How so? In the first hour of the

day, the daily morning Tamid was offered and everyone came to watch. From there they proceeded to

A
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tefilla in the Bais Kenesses; from there, to watch the offerings of the additional korbanos; from there,
to the Bais Kenesses to daven Mussaf. From there they would proceed to the Bais Midrash to study
Torah; from there to the eating and drinking in the sukkah; from there to Mincha. From there they
would proceed to the daily afternoon Tamid in the Bais HaMikdash. From this point forward, they

proceeded to the Simchas Bais HaShoevah.

The Gemara wonders: Can it be so? Didn’t Rabbi Yochanan say ... it is impossible to stay awake for
three days uninterrupted? Rather, this is what Rabbi Yehoshua is saying: We did not experience real

sleep, because we were merely dozing on each other’s shoulders.
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Why did the Torah say to pour water on Sukkos? Hashem said: pour water before me on Sukkos,

in order that you will be blessed with rain this year.
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And you shall draw water with joy from the wellsprings of salvation.
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“And you shall draw water with joy” — meaning, just as one who draws water from a bubbling spring
draws the water with joy, because he is not worried that the water may get used up, so shall you draw
with joy salvation from the wellsprings of salvation, for redemption will never cease, for Hashem’s

capacity is unlimited.

N1 1”79 "D MmHw
NYWa DM DNANYYY DY DY UMpPn M1 PANIY DYNY 2NaNIYnN N Iy X1p) nnd
NANIYN N2 NNNYY DI ,0 D01 01N MK 12 70 L T mynn
LUTIPN-M 1YY NN

A

M

A



10 Session 04

Why is it called “House of Drawing Water”? Because from there (the Simchas Bais HaShoeva) is
drawn Ruach HaKodesh... Yonah ben Amitai came up for Aliya LeRegel, and went into the Simchas

Bais HaShoeva, and Ruach HaKodesh came upon him.
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All are obligated to appear [at the Bais HaMikdash], except...a katan...Who is a katan (minor)?
Whoever is unable to ride on his father’s shoulders and go up from Jerusalem to the Har HaBayis, the

words of Beis Shammai. But Beis Hillel says: whoever is unable to hold his father’s hand and go up

from Jerusalem to the Har HaBayis...
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Where do you [start to] measure from? From the city wall or from the houses?

Shmuel teaches: from the Shiloach...
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: a great miracle happened with the Lechem haPanim... they would
raise it for the Olei Regel [to see] and say to them: See how cherished you are to God! They are

removed as fresh as when they were laid out!
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Great is ma’aser sheini, that it brings people to learn Torah. How? All of Israel comes up for Pesach,
and they wouldn’t stay for more than one day, because they are rushed with the barley harvest. And

the same thing with Shavuos, because they are busy with the wheat harvest... and in order that they

N
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will learn to have awe of God... they are commanded to eat their ma’aser sheini in Jerusalem, so that
they will delay there. And the kohanim will be doing the service to God with korbanos and ketores,
and the Levi’im singing, and the Sanhedrin courses deciding the laws for Israel — one in Jerusalem
(at the entrance to Har HaBayis), and one on Har HaBayis, and the third in the Hewn Chamber — and
when Israel came up, then they understood Yiras Hashem, because they tarried there while they
consumed their ma’aser sheini.
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They said about Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai that he sat in the shade of the Heichal [which was 100
amos high] to teach the entire day [he had to teach outdoors because there was no Beis Midrash
large enough to accommodate the listeners].
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The Chachamim teach: Once, King Agrippas wished to assess the population of Israel to know how
many they were. He said to the Kohen Gadol: Take the korbanos Pesach; and count how many
animals are brought in order to approximate the number of people. The Kohen Gadol counted six
hundred thousand pairs of kidneys, double the number of those who left Egypt. This did not reflect
the sum total of the Jewish population, as it excluded those who were tamei or at a great distance,
who did not come to offer the korban. Furthermore, this was a count of the Pesach lambs and not of
the people, and every korban Pesach lamb had at least ten people registered for it. They called that

Pesach the “Crowded Pesach”, due to the large number of people.
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Ten miracles occurred for our ancestors in the Bais HaMikdash: ... the people stood tightly packed
together, yet they bowed down with room enough;... and no man had to say to another “the place is

too crowded for me to lodge overnight in Jerusalem.”
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RAV YISSOCHER FRAND, PARSHAS KI SISA .12
The Seforno in Parshas Mishpatim says that the use of the word “NTX” alludes to the fact
that HaShem is also the Master of the Land, as it is written “For all the Land belongs to
Me” [Shemos 19:5]. In other words, in the final analysis, the Ribbono shel Olam owns

everything.

Through this Seforno, we can understand a new insight into the mitzvah of

aliyah I’regel, going up to Jerusalem on the holidays. The mitzvah is not merely to go up to
Yerushalayim and have a Yom Tov in the presence of and under the influence of the Beis
Hamikdash. The purpose of the mitzvah is to emphasize that | can leave my house, my land

and my property unattended and not worry about them.

Why can | do that? Because, ultimately, they are not mine. | should worry about this land?
It is not mine to worry about — it is HaShem’s land. He will worry about it. He will take care
of it.

When a person returns a rental car, he merely drives up to the return stand, drops off the
keys and drives away. Does he need to worry about what will happen to the car? Avis

worries about that! It is not your car. It is their car.

So too, when the Jewish people go to Yerushalayim for the Festivals, not worrying about
the land is a means of testifying that HaShem is the Master of the Land, and He will take

care of it.
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Part 4: Daniel Turns to Yerushalayim
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In the third year of the rule of Yehoyakim King of Yehuda, Nevuchadnetzar King of Bavel came to
Jerusalem and besieged it. And Hashem gave into his hand Yehoyakim King of Yehuda, and a portion
of the keilim of the House of God, and he brought them to the land of Shin’ar to the temple of his
gods, and the keilim he brought to the treasure house of his gods. And the king [Nevuchadnetzar]
said to Ashpenaz the head eunuch to bring from the Jewish people — of the royal family and the
noblemen — children who were unblemished and handsome looking, intelligent in all forms of
wisdom and knowledgable and with insight into learning, and who have the potential to stand in the
palace of the king; [they should be brought to Bavel] and taught the schooling and language of the

Chaldeans.

And the king directed that they be provided with their daily rations from the bread of the king’s table
and the wine from his feasts, and that they be raised for three years, and then some of them would be
chosen to stand before the king. Among them were children from Yehuda: Daniel, Chananya, Misha’el

and Azaria.
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Then Daniel was more powerful than all the viziers and governors, because of the spirit great within
him, and the king established him over the kingdom. And so the viziers and the governors sought to
find in Daniel some disloyalty against the government, but they could not find any illegality or sin,
because he was trustworthy and faithful and no treason or corruption was found in him. Then these
men said that “since we could find nothing to accuse Daniel of, the only option is if we find a way

based on his religion of his God.”

So then these viziers and the governors approached the king, and this is what they said to him: “King
Darius, may you live forever! The royal viziers have all consulted, together with the deputies and the
governors, the advisors and the pashas, to increase the king’s standing and power. That the king
should decree that whomever shall make any request from any god or person other than you, o king,
for a period of thirty days, shall be cast into a den of lions. The king should decree this immediately,
and sign it, that it be irrevocable, in accordance with the laws of Medea and Persia which cannot be

overridden.”

And the king signed the decree. And Daniel, when he heard that the decree was signed, [immediately]

entered his home, in which he had had windows opened for him in the upstairs facing Jerualem, and
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three times a day he would bend down on his knees, and pray and give thanks before his God —

exactly as he done up until this time.
And these men tracked and found Daniel, and caught him beseeching and pleading before his God.
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When Av enters, we reduce simcha.
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Part 5: Implications
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For we are able to recognize ... our spiritual life struggling upwards to God as nothing other than that
all-embracing spirit which in our Holy Scriptures is called 'n nN1'. The fear of God, which Scripture
calls 'n NN, is that highest degree of knowledge and understanding which immediately begets the
highest degree of morality, is that spirit in which perception of the highest truths pairs with the doing
of the greatest good.

... to become a bearer of the light that the Menora represents, everybody, according to his
natural abilities, is called upon, and everybody has to work for such development. Everybody, in
his own sphere and with his own particular abilities, can reach the highest degree of moral and
spiritual perfection commensurate with his sphere and abilities, and thereby climb to the height
of his calling: everybody can participate in the 'n M1 in the X1 NYT N2 NxY N221 NNON M
‘N, in proportion to his gifts... It is not only in “golden times”, in an age like that of David or Solomon,
but, quite independent of favorable or unfavorable conditions, even in “brazen” or “iron” times, Israel

is called upon to strive upwards to the spirit of God, and work itself up to the height of its mission.

...If all the study and knowledge of the world does not lead to seeing God in the world, and to
understand the world as coming from Him; if the knowledge of the revelations of science does not

lead to the fear of God, to a knowledge and recognition of one’s own relation to God, to the desire to

RAV S.R. HIRSCH, COLLECTED WRITINGS, VOL. ll, KISLEV
“One single pure spark,
loyally treasured in but one single Jewish heart,
is sufficient for God to set aflame once more

the whole spirit of Judaism.

And if all the oil...were to be misused...
this one crucible is sufficient

to become the salvation of the entire sanctuary”

XD
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On Shabbos they would add a bracha from the outgoing shift. What was it? Rav Chelbo said: the
outgoing shift would say to the incoming shift, “May He who rests His Presence on this House, grant

that love, endearment, peace and friendship rest upon you.”
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M0 M 52 DY 210 RPN ‘N1

May Hashem bless you from Tzion,

and may you see the goodness of Jerusalem all the days of your life.
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Part 6: Bonus Material!

SELECTED EXCERPTS FROM RAV HIRSCH, COMMENTARY ON SHEMOS 25

Rav Hirsch expounds at length on the significance of the materials, colors, and shapes of the
contributions to the Mishkan, and their correspondences with our own human tasks in life —
embodied in the Avoda with the keilim within the Mikdash — in this parsha, and in the Collected

Writings, volume llI.

If the construction of the 12wn-wTpn is considered from this perspective, the
materials to be donated for this construction signify the factors through which the
consecration of life is to be realized, and the factors by which God’s sanctifying and

blessed closeness is to be recognized.

For it is from God that we first received these materials, with which we are to
demonstrate our devotion to God, and by donating them we will get them back with a
twofold blessing. As Ya’akov said, when he laid the cornerstone and first foundation
for the first House of God: 72 2IwyYN 1wy 5 1NN WK Y01 (Bereshis 28:22). King
David, when preparing for the building of the First Temple, expressed the same idea

even more explicitly: 75111 7T Y2 nn 2 (Divrei Ha-Yamim 1, 29:14)....

Metals, because of their hardness, appear in 772N as metaphors for firmness and
strength... Because of their value, they appear as symbols of the value attached to
spiritual assets... But especially because of their metallurgical properties, they appear
as symbols of all that is good and true in “alloys” containing various degrees of evil
and falsehood, and as metaphors for the process of testing and refinement associated
with truth and morality... [M]etals symbolize various degrees of moral purity and truth.
Copper represents an ignoble nature, not yet refined. Silver signifies the stage of
requiring purification and being amenable to refinement. Gold, which is usually found
in unalloyed form and which can withstand the most rigorous tests, is a symbol of the

purest and most refined nobility and of true and unfailing constancy.

The light in the Sanctuary (i.e., the Menorah) symbolizes spiritual life... the nmvp
symbolizes the ultimate ideal of our commitment to God — total absorption in God’s
Will. Scripture therefore mentions [their] materials at this point, among the donations

to be made for the construction of the Tabernacle, in order to state at the outset that

b
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the ultimate purpose of this enterprise is the attainment of the two highest aims of

human existence: enlightenment for one’s spirit and Divine approval of one’s actions.

[Wood represents] receptivity and the capacity for vital development — we are likened
to a tree: through the Torah we can and should progress, become more refined,
develop, and advance higher and higher without limit; metal represents perseverance

and constancy in all that is noble and good and true.
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We find in the Midrash that the Jewish People are compared to a dove. Just as a dove, even when it
finds itself very distant, never forgets its way back to its nest, so too the Jewish People: even though
they are exiled, they never forget their nest. And because of this, they were accustomed during years

of stability to go up on the Regalim to Yerushalayim from Egypt and Syria and Bavel...
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During the years that they could not appear in Yerushalayim, such as during the times of Hadrian
(soon after the destruction of the 2nd Bais HaMikdash ~130 CE), when they decreed that no Jew
could appear in Jerusalem, and similarly later during the rule of the Roman-Byzantine kings and the
Crusaders, when Jews could not enter Jerusalem, they would come to the mountains around
Jerusalem, Har HaZeisim and Har HaTzofim, to see from there the site of the Mikdash and to pour out
their tears... and notably, they did not cease from coming up to Yerushalayim from anywhere in Eretz

Yisrael itself and the surrounding areas, like Syria and Egypt.
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Rav Hai Gaon [c. 1000 CE] would go up every single year to Yerushalayim from Bavel for Sukkos. On
Hoshana Rabba, they would circle Har HaZeisim seven times, saying perakim of Tehillim selected for

them by Rav Hai. Kohanim would walk before Rav Hai... and the people would follow him...
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According to the Ran... “on the Regel, they would gather together in Yerushalayim from all
the surrounding regions [even after the churban], just as they do today...”

— Bais Yosef, citing the Ran who wrote this in the 1330s.
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There is a ship hired by the community of Istanbul every year, on which every Sephardi who is a yarei
Hashem and who can afford it, goes to Eretz Yisrael at least once in his lifetime, and goes around to
visit all the graves of the Avos and tzaddikim, and also the women go and make this tour... and some
go and stay there until the day they die. ... And when they hire the ship, they announce in all the
Batei Kenesset: “Whoever wants to go to Eretz Yisrael, prepare food for the way and all your needs,

because on such-and-such a date the boat will embark from this place.”
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It is well known that for hundreds of years after the churban, Jews still were Oleh Regel to

Yerushalayim, and even in our own times [~1800 CE], those in the neighboring region still go up.
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Even in our own days [c. 1800 CE], it is a mitzva to be Oleh Regel to Yerushalayim (but it is not an

obligatory mitzva).




