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Esther 2

Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, in his royal
palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign.
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Bereishit 12 (Lech Lecha)

15 And the princes of Pharaoh saw her, and
praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken
into Pharaoh's house.

17 And Hashem plagued Pharaoh and his house
with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife.
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Tehillim 22

1. For the conductor; on ayyeleth ha-shahar. A
psalm of David.

2 My G-d, my G-d, why have You abandoned me?
why so far from delivering me and from my
anguished roaring?

3 My G-d, I cry by day—You answer not;

by night, and have no respite.
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Yalkut Shimoni

Another thing, why have You abandoned me, why
has the order of the world and the order of the
matriarchs changed on me? For Sarah Imeinu,
because she was detained one night by Pharaoh,
he and his entire household were smitten with
plagues; but for me, who am being held in the lap
of this villain for all these years - You do no
miracles?!
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Bereishit 23

1 And the life of Sarah was a hundred and seven
and twenty years; these were the years of the life
of Sarah.

Esther 1
1 Now it came to pass in the days of
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Ahasuerus--this is Ahasuerus who reigned, from T30 IR 2OV YA --UD-T
India even unto Ethiopia, over a hundred and
seven and twenty provinces--

Bereishit Rabbah 58:3 2 IR0 NWRAL .0
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dozing. He sought to rouse them. He said: How
did Esther come to rule over 127 states? Because it
is only appropriate that the granddaughter of
Sarah (who lived 100 and 20 and 7 years) should
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rule over 100 and 20 and 7 states! Inn'm

10. Rav Nisan Alpert zt”l (1927-1986)
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Esther 2 2 "R
There was a certain Jew in Shushan the 5 ot 1A T Uil e in i e Ui
castle, whose name was Mordecai the son of | X+ [3 2710 1IN NYAN Y1V R FHR UK (n)
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who had been carried away from Jerusalem 6 1722 7’70 ¥RIT2) D720 WK DTN ' N




with the captives that had been carried away
with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had

.carried away
And he brought up Hadassah, that 7
;is, Esther, his uncle's daughter

,for she had neither father nor mother

and the maiden was of beautiful form
;:and fair to look on

Mordecai took her for his own
.daughter
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Bereishit 29
Rachel was of beautiful form and fair to
look upon.

Bereishit 39
Now Joseph was of beautiful form and fair
to look upon.
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Jeremiah 31 .14
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Thus said Hashem-A cry is heard in Ramah-
Wailing, bitter weeping- Rachel weeping for her
children. She refuses to be comforted for her




children, who are gone.
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D212 217" DR ANNXT NI Y (Tu) | For there is a reward for your labor —declares
:0'7122%7 | Hashem: They shall return from the enemy’s
land.
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772 2ORTIT XYM 200 9% N2 12X -|’751 (73) 14. Once, at the time of the wheat harvest, Reuben
\ . ' — '+ mmi mye | CAME Upon some mandrakes in the field and
? N3 HN’7 ]7}5 ’7{'}1 AR AR ﬂN’? %‘; AR R brought them to his mother Leah. Rachel said to
S133 PRTITR | Leah, “Please give me some of your son’s
mandrakes.”

N 03 nUE?I YR X TANR VINT '-_‘? RM (m) 15. But she said to her, “Was it not enough for you to

. . take away my husband, that you would also take my
"N g 7‘?3?3 Y 2297 ]9’2 5?]1 TRRM I3 R son’s mandrakes?” Rachel replied, “I promise, he

:932 [ shall lie with you tonight, in return for your son’s
mandrakes.”
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1 {719 MNOK | Esther 2
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Esther 4

13 Mordecai had this message delivered to Esther:
“Do not imagine that you, of all the Jews, will escape
with your life by being in the king’s palace.

14. On the contrary, if you keep silent in this crisis,
relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from
another quarter, while you and your father’s house
will perish. And who knows, perhaps you have
attained to royal position for just such a crisis.”

Bereishit 23
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3 And Abraham rose up from before his
dead, and spoke unto the children of
Heth, saying:

4'l am a stranger and a sojourner
with you: give me a possession of a
burial ground with you, that | may bury
my dead out of my sight.'
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1. ¥-chwod chaveirai ha-yekarim,

Only a few hours afler we read the words of flvraham Avinu, “>1x 2wIN1 1", we learned that we had
experienced thal time-tested truth with cutrageous pain. The quick response and self-sacrifice of the
Pittaburgh police - for which we will always be grateful - expresses that we are leahavim of an extraordinary
culture which values all people in an unprecedenied manner. 7t the same lime, that we are a distinguishable

group with mission and purpose - geirim - will always bring vulnerability even as it also bringas incredible

atrength. (Rabbi Yaakov Neuburger)

(The Rav Speaks — p.74)
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| am a stranger and an inhabitant with you. What is our position vis-a-vis modern civilization-with respect to

science, to western culture, to the countries in which we live?

The answer is enshrined in these words.

Certainly | am a resident, | am one of you. | engage in business as you do, | speak your language, | take full part




in your social-economic institutions. But at the same time, | am a stranger and, in some aspects, a foreigner. |
belong to a particular world, one that is completely foreign to you. It is a world in which | am at one with the
Creator. It is a world populated by characters unknown to you, with a tradition that you do not understand,
with spiritual values that seem impractical in your eyes, pragmatic children of nn. It is a world full of altars and
sacrifices, a world of Torah, of loving-kindness, of sanctity and purity. You live differently, pray differently. Your
conception of charity is different from ours, your days of rest are different from ours, and so on. In these
matters, | am a stranger in your world, and you are a stranger in mine. Jewish burial is one of the elements
with respect to which we are strangers and foreigners to one another. A Jew dies and is buried differently. A
Jew requires a cemetery of his own, a Jewish grave.



