
Please note:  
These source sheets are intended for educational purposes and designed for this class only. Please do not share or 
print beyond what you will need for this class.  

The complete Commentary of Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch (2002 Edition) was translated by Daniel Haberman and 
published by Feldheim Publishers with Judaica Press.  
https://www.feldheim.com/authors/hirsch-rabbi-samson-raphael/the-hirsch-chumash-complete-set.html 

The 1963 edition of the Commentary was translated by Isaac Levy and published by Judaica Press. 

The source sheets are Sheimos and should be treated with the same respect as a chumash.

Themes of Sefer Bereshis  
Through the Commentary of Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch
ALIT 2021 • Sarah Lipman

Session 4

Yaakov & His Sons

The Infinite Value  
of the Individual

1



The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 28:3 • Feldheim-Judaica, pg 595
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 28:4 • Feldheim-Judaica, pg 596
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The Mission 
(Free-willed moral 

development)

How the Mission is 
Fulfilled (Avodah)

Sphere of 
Activity
(Bracha)

Tree
Leaving Home

RSRH Commentary 
on Bereshis 28:3-4

Coming Home
Bereshis 
35:11-12

Self

1
וכבשה  

and exercise 
control over it

Acquisition and 
transformation of 

property
Earth Fruits

״ויתן לך…ולזרעך 
אתך לרשתך את 
ארץ מגריך״

And may He grant…
 to you and to your
 seed with you, that
 you may inherit the

land…

״ואת הארץ…לך 
אתתנה״

 “And the land…
I will give to you…”

גוף
Body

2  ומלאו את הארץ
and fill the earth

Extending blessing 
to others Society Branches

״והיית לקהל 
עמים״

 so that you
 become a

 community of
peoples

״גוי וקהל גוים 
יהיה ממך״

 “A nation and a
 community of

 nations shall come
into being from you”

רגש
Emotions

3 ורבו 
and multiply

Forming and 
Educating Children Home Trunk

״וירבך״
 and make you

numerous
״ורבה״

”and multiply“
ראש-שכל

Head

4 פרו 
Be fruitful

Development of 
self Marriage Rootstalk

״ויפרך…״
 May…God…make

you fruitful
״פרה…״

”Be fruitful“
נשמה
Soul
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Bereshis 11:26-30 • Translation from Hirsch Chumash, Feldheim-Judaica

 וַֽיחְִי־תרֶַ֖ח שִׁבעְִ֣ים שָׁנהָ֑ וַיּוֹ֙לֶד֙ אתֶ־אַברְָם֔ (כו)
אתֶ־נחָוֹ֖ר וְאתֶ־הרָָןֽ׃

 וְאֵ֙לּהֶ֙ תּוֹלְדֹת֣ תּרֶַ֔ח תּרֶַ֚ח הוֹלִ֣יד אתֶ־אַברְָם֔ (כז)
אתֶ־נחָוֹ֖ר וְאתֶ־הרָָן֑ והְרָָן֖ הוֹלִ֥יד אתֶ־לוֹֽט׃

 וַיָּ֣מת הרָָן֔ עלַ־פּנְֵ֖י תּרֶַ֣ח אבִָ֑יו בְּארֶֶ֥ץ (כח)
מוֹלדְַתּוֹ֖ בְּאוּ֥ר כַּשׂדְִּֽים׃

 וַיִּקּחַ֨ אַברְָם֧ וְנחָוֹ֛ר להָםֶ֖ נָשִׁ֑ים שׁםֵ֤ (כט)
 אֵֽשׁתֶ־אַברְָם֙ שׂרָָ֔י וְשׁםֵ֤ אֵֽשׁתֶ־נחָוֹר֙ מִלכְּהָ֔

בּתַ־הרָָן֥ אֲבִֽי־מִלכְּהָ֖ וַֽאֲבִ֥י יסִכְּהָֽ׃

ותַּהְִ֥י שׂרַָ֖י עֲקָרָה֑ אֵ֥ין להָּ֖ וָלָֽד׃ (ל)

…(26) Terach lived 70 years; then he begot 
Avram, Nachor, and Haran.


(27) These are the descendants of Terach: 
Terach begot Avram, Nahor, and Haran, 
and Haran begot Lot.


(28) Haran died before the countenance 
of Terach, his father, in the land of his 
birth, in Ur Kasdim. 

(29) Avram and Nachor took themselves 
wives. The name of Avram’s wife was 
Sarai; the name of Nachor’s wife was 
Milkah, daughter of Haran, the father of 
Milcah and Yiskah.


(30) Sarai was barren — she had no 
children.
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What does it mean to be a “bearer of the light of recognition of God”?

• Awareness of God’s Presence in my life — evidenced in 
my internal thoughts, feelings. = I bear Light within me.


• Awareness of God’s Presence in my life — evidenced in 
my speech and actions/choices. = Others can see that I 
carry Light within me; I shine Light beyond myself.


• God’s Providence (השגחה) is evident when you look at us 
— we are a living miracle. A people born from barren 
parents, a society that serves Hashem, a nation born from 
slavery, a land that bears fruit only for righteousness.
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 28:10 • Feldheim-Judaica, pp 598-599
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 28:14 • Feldheim-Judaica, pg 603
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 28:17 • Feldheim-Judaica, pg 605
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 28:22 • Feldheim-Judaica, pg 609
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 32:8 • Feldheim-Judaica, pg 653
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 32:8 • Feldheim-Judaica, pg 654
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 35:11-12 • Feldheim-Judaica, pg 693
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 36:1-43 - 37:2 • Feldheim-Judaica, pp 698-705
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 37:3 • Feldheim-Judaica, pp 707-709
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Horeb, Ch.15 Hatred שנאה• Feldheim, pp 50-51
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 37:4• Feldheim-Judaica, pp 708-709
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 37:8-12 • Feldheim-Judaica, pp 710-713
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 37:8-12 • Feldheim-Judaica, pp 710-713
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 37:8-12 • Feldheim-Judaica, pp 710-713
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 49:28 • Feldheim-Judaica, pp 887-888
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Additional Reading—  

The struggle between power and spirit: 

‣ Commentary on Bereshis 48:19, pg 858. “וזרעו יהיה מלא הגוים” 
“These (power and spirit) are the two crowns that — according to Zecharyah 6:13-14 — ultimately will be 
united…”.


On the opposites, Hatred and Love שנאה אהבה: 
Additional reading: Ahava par 119, etc.


‣ Horeb, Chapter 15, Hatred and Chapter 16, Love.


Yosef learns to understand that his brothers are fully innocent: 

‣ Rashi’s commentary on Bereshis 27:2, “את דבתם רעה”.


Yosef bringing out the righteousness of his brothers: 

‣ Bereshis 42:8 and Commentary on Bereshis 42:9.


Strength of Bnei Yisrael in the interior of the home: 

‣ Commentary on Bereshis 48:16. “וידגו לרב בקרב הארץ”  
“They shall live like fish in water, in the midst of mankind on earth.”


Unity of the Shevatim around the spirit of, the mission of, their father: 

‣ Commentary on Bereshis 49:1-2, “הקבצו” “האספו”.
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