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What does it mean to be a “bearer of the light of recognition of God”?

• Awareness of God’s Presence in my life — evidenced in 
my internal thoughts, feelings. = I bear Light within me.


• Awareness of God’s Presence in my life — evidenced in 
my speech and actions/choices. = Others can see that I 
carry Light within me; I shine Light beyond myself.


• God’s Providence (השגחה) is evident when you look at us 
— we are a living miracle. A nation born from slavery, a 
society that serves Hashem, a people born from barren 
parents, a land that bears fruit only for righteousness.
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Bereshis 15:1-8 • Translation from Hirsch Chumash, Feldheim-Judaica
 אחַרַ֣ ׀ הַדְּברִָ֣ים הָאֵ֗לּהֶ הָיהָ֤ דְברַ־יהְוֹהָ֙ אֶל־אַברְָם֔ (א)
 בּמַּֽחֲַזהֶ֖ לֵאמרֹ֑ אַל־תִּירָ֣א אַברְָם֗ אָנכִֹי֙ מָגןֵ֣ לְָ֔ שְׂכרְָָ֖

הרְַבֵּ֥ה מְאדֹֽ׃

 וַיֹּ֣אמרֶ אַברְָם֗ אדֲֹנָ֤י יֱהוִֹה֙ מַה־תּתִּןֶ־לִ֔י וְאנָֹכִ֖י (ב)
הוֹלְֵ֣ ערֲִירִ֑י וּבןֶ־מֶ֣שֶׁק בֵּיתִ֔י הוּ֖א דּמֶַּ֥שֶׂק אֱלִיעֶֽזרֶ׃

 וַיֹּ֣אמרֶ אַברְָם֔ הןֵ֣ לִ֔י לֹ֥א נתָתַּ֖הָ זרַָ֑ע והְִנּהֵ֥ בןֶ־בֵּיתִ֖י (ג)
יוֹרֵ֥שׁ אתִֹֽי׃

 והְִנּהֵ֨ דְברַ־יהְוֹהָ֤ אֵלָיו֙ לֵאמרֹ֔ לֹ֥א יִֽירָשְָׁ֖ זהֶ֑ כִּי־אםִ֙ (ד)
אֲשׁרֶ֣ יצֵֵ֣א ממִּעֵֶ֔יָ הוּ֖א יִֽירָשֶָֽׁ׃

 וַיּוֹצֵ֨א אתֹוֹ֜ הַחוּ֗צָה וַיֹּ֙אמרֶ֙ הבַּטֶ־נָ֣א הַשָּׁמַ֗יְמָה (ה)
 וּספְרֹ֙ הַכּוֹ֣כבִָ֔ים אםִ־תּוּכַ֖ל לסְִפּרֹ֣ אתֹםָ֑ וַיֹּ֣אמרֶ לוֹ֔ כֹּ֥ה

יִהְיֶ֖ה זרְַעֶָֽ׃

וְהֶאֱמןִ֖ בַּֽיהוָֹ֑ה וַיּחְַשְׁבהֶָ֥ לּוֹ֖ צְדָקָהֽ׃ (ו)

 וַיֹּ֖אמרֶ אֵלָ֑יו אֲנִ֣י יהְוֹהָ֗ אֲשׁרֶ֤ הוֹצֵאתִ֙יָ֙ מֵאוּ֣ר (ז)
כַּשְׂדִּ֔ים לתָ֧תֶ לְָ֛ אתֶ־הָארֶָ֥ץ הַזֹּ֖את לרְִשׁתְּהָּֽ׃

וַיֹּאמרַ֑ אדֲֹנָ֣י יֱהוִֹ֔ה בַּמָּ֥ה אדֵַ֖ע כִּ֥י אִֽירָשׁנֶָּֽה׃ (ח)

(1) After what has been related thus far, God's 
Word came to Avram in a vision [saying]: Fear 
not, Avram, I remain a shield to you; your 
compensation will be exceedingly great."


(2) And Avram said: O God, my Lord, what 
would You give me, seeing that I go childless, 
and the heir who yearns for my household is the 
Damasc[ene kin of] Eliezer.”


(3) Avram thought: Lo! to me You have given no 
seed, and lo! the son of my house is my heir.


(4) And lo! God's Word came to him [saying]: This 
one will not be your heir; rather he who will come 
forth from your own inner parts will be your heir.


(5) He led him outside and said: “Look please 
heavenward and count the stars, if you are 
able to count them.” And He said to him: “So 
shall your seed be.” 

(6) He had put all his trust in God, and He 
counted this to him as an act of righteousness.


(7) Thereupon He said to him: I am God, Who 
brought you out of Ur Kasdim to give you this 
land, to take possession of it.


(8) And he said: My Lord, God, how will I know 
that I am to take possession of it?
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Additional Reading— 

Avraham: קריאה בשם ה׳ 

‣ Commentary on Bereshis 4:26. “אז הוחל לקרוא בשם ה׳”  
“It is with this requirement for לקרא בשם ה׳ that the history of the Jewish nation is introduced… men in the midst 
of mankind who are to preserve and awaken the consciousness and knowledge of the true calling of Man…
Hence the nation of Israel was born whose mission is none other than לקרא בשם ה׳.”


‣ Commentary on Bereshis 6:10, ״שם״.


Malki-Tzedek Passes the Torch to Avraham: ה׳ ק-ל עליון  

‣ Commentary on Bereshis 6:10, ״שם״.


Avraham & Yitzchak: אמונה Living Truth 

‣ Commentary on Bereshis 21:22, pp 478-481,  
  ״ויטע אשל…ויקרא בשם ה׳ ק-ל עולם״
“Suddenly…Abraham publicly proclaims a Name of God that clearly points beyond the horizon of visible 
existence… Avraham saw in this the beginning of the fulfillment of the that future that…had merely been 
promised to him. …Avraham greeted these traces and marked the occasion by planting one tree, in which — if 
you will — he invested his perception of the future. His future would sprout like a tree, who beginnings are small, 
but whose culmination brings blessing to all, both near and far. …”  


‣ Living Legend: Rabbi Grossman of Migdal HaEmek, Artscroll Publishers. Living to care for the individual can grow 
a home, a community, a society.  https://www.artscroll.com/Books/lleh.html


