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Bereshis 1:26-28 • Translation from Hirsch Chumash, Feldheim-Judaica

(כו)

 וַיֹּ֣אמרֶ אֱלֹקִ֔ים נעֲַֽשׂהֶ֥ אָדָם֛ בּצְַלמְֵ֖נוּ כִּדְמוּתֵ֑נוּ וְירְִדּוּ֩
 בִדְגתַ֨ הַיּםָ֜ וּבעְוֹ֣ף הַשּׁמַָ֗יםִ וּבַבּהְמֵהָ֙

וּבכְׇל־הָארֶָ֔ץ וּבכְׇל־הרֶָמֶ֖שׂ הרָֹֽמֵ֥שׂ עַל־הָארֶָֽץ׃

(כז)

 וַיִּברְָ֨א אֱלֹקִ֤ים ׀ אתֶ־הָֽאָדָם֙ בּצְַלמְוֹ֔ בּצְֶ֥לםֶ אֱלֹקִ֖ים בּרָָ֣א
אתֹוֹ֑ זכָרָ֥ וּנְקֵבהָ֖ בּרָָ֥א אתֹםָֽ׃

(כח)

וַיְברְֶָ֣ אתֹםָ֮ אֱלֹקִים֒ וַיֹּ֨אמרֶ להָםֶ֜ אֱלֹקִ֗ים

פּרְוּ֥
וּרְבוּ֛

וּמלְִאוּ֥ אתֶ־הָארֶָ֖ץ

*וְכבְִשֻׁ֑הָ

 וּרְדוּ֞ בִּדְגתַ֤ הַיּםָ֙ וּבעְוֹ֣ף הַשּׁמַָ֔יםִ וּבכְׇל־חַיּהָ֖ הרָֹֽמֶ֥שׂתֶ
עַל־הָארֶָֽץ׃

(26) God said: Let Us make an Adam (a deputy)  
in a form worthy of Us, in keeping with Our image, 
and they shall exercise dominion over the fish of the 
sea and the birds of the sky and over animals and 
over the whole earth and over all creeping things 
that creep on the earth.


(27) God created man in an image worthy of 
Himself; He created him in a form worthy of God;  
He created them male and female. 


(28) God blessed them and God said to them: 


Be fruitful


and multiply


and fill the earth


and subdue it 

and exercise your dominion over the fish of the sea, 
the birds of the sky and every living creature that 
moves upon the earth.
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The Hirsch Chumash, Bereshis 1:28 • Feldheim•Judaica, pp 43-46
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Bemidbar 8:1-4 • Translation from Hirsch Chumash, Feldheim-Judaica

(א) וַיְדַבּרֵ֥ ה' אֶל־מֹשׁהֶ֥ לֵּאמרֹֽ׃

(ב)  דַּבּרֵ֙ אֶֽל־אהַרֲֹן֔ וְאמָרְַתָּ֖ אֵלָ֑יו בּהְעֲַלֹתְָֽ֙ 
 אתֶ־הַנּרֵֹת֔ אֶל־מוּל֙ פְּנֵ֣י המְַּנוֹרָה֔ יָאִ֖ירוּ שִׁבעְתַ֥

הַנּרֵוֹֽת׃

(ג)  וַיּעַַ֤שׂ כּןֵ֙ אהַרֲֹן֔ אֶל־מוּל֙ פְּנֵ֣י המְַּנוֹרָה֔ העֱֶלהָ֖
נרֵֹתֶ֑יהָ כַּֽאֲשׁרֶ֛ צוִּהָ֥ ה' אתֶ־מֹשׁהֶֽ׃

(ד)  וְזהֶ֨ מעֲַשׂהֵ֤ המְַּנרָֹה֙ מִקְשׁהָ֣ זהָָ֔ב עַד־ירְֵכהָּ֥ 
 עַד־פּרְִחהָּ֖ מִקְשׁהָ֣ הוִ֑א כּמַּרְַאהֶ֗ אֲשׁרֶ֨ הרְֶאהָ֤ ה'

אתֶ־מֹשׁהֶ֔ כּןֵ֥ עָשׂהָ֖ אתֶ־המְַּנרָֹהֽ׃

(1) God spoke to Moshe, saying: 


(2) Speak to Aharon and say to him: When you light 
up the lights, the seven lights shall shine toward 
the [center of] the Menorah.” 


(3) Aharon did so; he lit up its lights toward the 
[center of] the Menorah, as God had commanded 
Moshe.


(4) And this is the workmanship of the Menorah: 
hammered out of one piece of gold, to its 
rootstock, to its blossom, it is of beaten work. 
Like the vision that God had let Moshe behold, so 
did he make the Menorah.
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14



Preface — Additional reading: 

A • “derive the meaning of the words from the lexicon of the Holy Scriptures”:


‣ Commentary on Bereshis 10:10.


‣ Commentary on Bereshis 11:7. "What are the elements to the formation of language?"


‣ The Nineteen Letters, second letter (page 16 in the Feldheim 1995 edition), “Furthermore, we must read the 
Torah in Hebrew…”


B • “out of the Halachic and Aggadic traditions handed down to us from the early days of 
our nation along with the Biblical text”


‣ Commentary on Shemos 21:2 (new edition, page 364), "The relationship between תורה שבכתב and תורה 

"...שבעל פה

C • “the Commentary on Bereshis forms the foundation for the interpretation of the entire 
Chumash”


‣ Commentary on Bereshis 1:1 (new edition, page 7) beginning with:  
 
“With this first verse the Torah has already revealed the principal and fundamental truth, the principal and 
fundamental reality, that totally transforms our view of the world and of ourselves. This single verse would 
have sufficed to teach us to view the world as God's world and ourselves as God's creatures, and to 
recognize the world and ourselves — created by God — as God's own sacred possessions. This single 
verse would have sufficed to teach us our duty: to do God’s Will in God's world with all our energies — 
which also belong to Him. …”
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Bearers of Light — Additional reading: 

A • Commentary on Bereshis 2:1, “ויכלו השמים והארץ”


‣ “…The ending of creation, the cessation of formation of new relations 
— in a word: the present Sabbath of creation — is a greater revelation 
of the Creator than the very existence of heaven and earth … a moral 
work of a Creator endowed with supreme wisdom, free will and 
unlimited power.”  


B • Commentary on Bereshis 1:31 


‣  good beyond ,״וירא אלקים וגו׳...הנה...כל...ויהי ערב ויהי בקר יום הששי״
all expectations
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Creation of אדם — Additional reading: 

A • Commentary on Bereshis 1:26, “וירדו”


‣ on the difference between humanity’s רדה conditional, partial control 
over living creatures and כבש total, transformational use of the 
inanimate world 


 

B • Commentary on Shemos 20:19-21, “מזבח אדמה”


C • The Hirsch Haggadah, pg 50, commentary on “Baruch”: 
     “But what leads the Jew to God…”


D • Commentary on Shemos 20:19-21 “מזבח אדמה תעשה לי”
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Development Over Time — Additional reading: 

A • The Collected Writings, Volume III,  
      pg 182, on עץ (tree, wood)


B • Commentary on Shemos 25:39, “The Menorah”,  
      on the Menorah as a golden tree
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