When the Jewish People left Egypt, they left and ate the korban Pesach quickly (Shemos 12:11). But

future generations did not have to eat quickly—that law was only for the generation that left Egypt
(Pesachim 96a).
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The initial entry of an individual into the service of God needs to be done rapidly, like the Jewish
People when they left Egypt left speedily as opposed to future Pesach’s where we no longer are
required to move quickly. Initially you first need to remove the hold of materialism and ephemeral
concerns that hold you back and wait for that moment of inspiration and belief in yourself. And when
that moment of inspiration arrives, you need to seize it quickly and allow yourself to transcend your
current worldly concerns, if you are able. Afterwards, you can then walk slowly and patiently, step by
step, like the way the Jewish People are told to eat Korban Pesach in future generations.

What is the different between falling in love and staying in love?
What is an example in your life when you rushed into a commitment?
What is an example in your life when you deliberately slowed down
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Just as a person needs to believe in God, so too, afterwards, you need to believe in yourself. Meaning,
that God wants a relationship with you and you are not just an object that no one cares for, like God
described the tree at the end of the story of Yonah (see Yonah 4:10). Rather, you need to believe that
your soul is rooted in the source of life itself and that God derives joy and appreciation from your
life. And this is the meaning of the verse, “and the Jewish people believed in God and Moshe their
servant.” Meaning Moshe as representative of all generations of the Jewish people requires faith as
well—that God wants a relationship with us.

*  What does it mean to have faith in oneself?
* How is faith in oneself different than faith in God and how are they similar?
e What is the role of self-image and confidence in your religious life?




The Torah has a mitzvah called perika (np>n) meaning the need to help someone unburden their load and
a mitgvah of te’inah (n3yv), meaning the requirement to help someone load up their goods.
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And so too we see with the commandments to help people load and unload their burdens. Helping
someone unload serves as an example for situation where you see a fellow Jew that looks as if, God
forbid, they are hopeless and overwhelmed—you need to help them unburden their religious angst
and remind them that no one is ever lost religiously. And this needs to be out of care and concern to
help your friend. And helping someone load their burdens refers to situations where someone feels
disconnected from God and is just following their material desires, you need to help them taste some
aspect of awe in their lives.

* Has there been a time in your life where you felt like you needed the unburdening of Yiddishkeit?
* Has there been a time in your life where you felt you needed more of that sense of burden and
commitment to Yiddishkeit?

The Talmud says that you should bring certain produce to eat in Israel. The question Tosafos is dealing
with is why specifically there?
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“The Torah emerges from Tzion” (Yeshayhu 2:3). Since when they would bring the produce to
Israel they would see the incredible holiness of their environment and Kohanim serving in the Beis

HaMikdash, the person would then be inspired with the awe of God and commit to studying more
Torah.

©P|18FORTY 1Kt




009700 YT DM 00 DR T2 (O 2 VDwn) MR ARDWY X1 .07 wyRn T XPW 19 Jwn2 0%
127 T 7772 2P WK PR DOV PDIIMY 7P M7 O 19) VI3 UKD IR Wiy Y
7772 D737 1YY YRiv) oYTP XY MPTET 23 P 0K 07210 7772 A7 OpYTE TYIRY 0ipR?
$72% 2w Y9N 21En IR NIDRT YI8M DA PNINTINY ATND N2P% PIDY APRW IR 2331 3 120 XD
72TH2 2009 NIR 0TI PRY DRV DV P OXY L7077 T2 287" (1 3 IR) RRIY 7IVD T
DROT 7772 MIY PO K .N2TRP1 OMO2) NyR? R¥? Y17 037302 300 1RV 27903 12 OX RPN
DR 7190 72702 210 0" (R © PRY) MR 1Y

It is natural for a man's character and actions to be influenced by his friends and associates and for
him to follow the local norms of behavior. Therefore, he should associate with the righteous and be
constantly in the company of the wise, so as to learn from their deeds. Conversely, he should keep
away from the wicked who walk in darkness, so as not to learn from their deeds.

This is [implied by] Solomon's statement (Proverbs 13:20): "He who walks with the wise will become
wise, while one who associates with fools will suffer." Similarly, [Psalms 1:1] states: "Happy is the man
who has not followed the advice of the wicked."

A person who lives in a place where the norms of behavior are evil and the inhabitants do not follow
the straight path should move to a place where the people are righteous and follow the ways of the
good.

If all the places with which he is familiar and of which he hears reports follow improper paths, as in
our times, or if he is unable to move to a place where the patterns of behavior are proper, because of
[the presence of] bands of raiding troops, or for health reasons, he should remain alone in seclusion
as [Eichah 3:28] states: "Let him sit alone and be silent."

If they are wicked and sinful and do not allow him to reside there unless he mingle with them and
follow their evil behavior, he should go out to caves, thickets, and deserts [rather than] follow the
paths of sinners as [Jeremiah 9:1] states: "Who will give me a lodging place for wayfarers, in the
desert."

*  What environments do you feel most inspired?
*  Are there friends that you act differently around? And if so, in what ways?
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