Torat Imecha e\ =

NACH YOMI B’IYUN

Sefer Melachim I: Mrs. Liat Mayerfeld
Whenever things are tough or when I'm confused or when I'm at a crossroads (ok, in many
situations!) | say to myself "If G-d would only show me what to do... All | need is a sign... Just
one small miracle..."

| can't be the only one that thinks that a miracle would bring me clarity! We would never make
a mistake again! Ever!

Yet we see time and again throughout Tanach that G-d does incredible, mind blowing miracles
and it does not have the effect we think it will.

Ten plagues - most of the Jewish people don't follow G-d out of Egypt. Sea splits- people ask for
fancy foods of Egypt. Giving of the Torah - forty days later the golden calf. In the Book of Kings -
Eliyahu’s showdown with the prophets of the Baal on Mount Carmel - “Hashem hu HaElokim”!

And everyone slides back to daily idol worship! Both Moshe and Eliyahu are brought to despair
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A wondrous miracle shows that the world has a G-d Who created it, and Who knows and supervises
it, and Who has the power to change it. And when that wonder is previously prophesied, it proves the
truth of prophecy, that G-d does speak with man, and that He reveals His counsel unto His servants
the prophets, and thereby the whole Torah is confirmed... The Holy One, blessed be He, will not make
signs and wonders in every generation because some wicked man or heretic might mock and deny it
all. He therefore commanded us that we should always make a memorial or sign of that which we
have seen with our eyes, and that we should transmit the matter to our children, and their children to
their children, to the generations to come... From the great and public miracles a man recognizes the
hidden miracles. It is fundamental to believe that everything in our world and all occurrences are all
the Almighty's miracles and have no nature or the way of the world in them.
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All miracles which deviate from the natural course of events, whether they have already occurred, or,
according to promise, are to take place in the future, were fore-ordained by the Divine Will during the
six days of creation, nature being then so constituted that those miracles which were to happen really
did afterwards take place. Then, when such an occurrence happened at its proper time, it may have
been regarded as an absolute innovation, whereas in reality it was not.
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During creation, G-d instituted into nature the phenomena that would be frequent, namely nature
and He also fashioned phenomena that would be an infrequent change, colloquially called a miracle.
In any case, they are all equal.
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Whenever anyone's belief is based on wonders, his heart has shortcomings, because it is possible to
perform a wonder through magic or sorcery. All the wonders performed by Moses in the desert were
not intended to serve as proof of the legitimacy of his prophecy, but rather were performed for a
practical purpose.. It was necessary to drown the Egyptians, soHe split the sea and sank them in it.
We needed food, so He provided us with manna. We were thirsty, so He split the rock [providing us
with water]. Korach's band mutinied against him, so the earth swallowed them up. The same applies
to the other wonders. What is the source of our belief in G-d? The revelation at Mount Sinai . Our

eyes saw, and not a stranger's. Our ears heard, and not another's.

Questions

What three roles do miracles play in the world?

How is this achieved in today's reality?
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