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In Yoma (22b) it is stated: "Shaul stumbled once and it caused him harm, David stumbled twice and
it did not cause him harm." Rashi explains: "We find that Shaul stumbled once, and it caused him
harm, resulting in his death penalty and the annulment of his kingship. David stumbled but it did not
cause him harm." It is worth considering why Shaul's one stumble was not truly forgiven, while
David's two stumbles were forgiven.

Tosafot Yeshanim raises a difficulty because Shaul also stumbled twice: before the incident with
Agag when he offered a sacrifice without waiting for Samuel. Concerning this, Samuel said to him (1
Samuel 13:14), "But now your kingship will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after His own
heart." It is written: "And Samuel said, 'Though you are little in your own eyes, are you not the head
of the tribes of Israel?' Why did you not obey the voice of the Lord and swoop down on the spoil,

omevs )

INITIATIVE

ORTHODOX
union

LEARNING  LEADERSHIP

« COMMUNITY



etc." (1 Samuel 15:17-19). We learn from this that the root of the claim against Shaul was "Though
you are little in your own eyes," and this caused his stumbling. Shaul himself acknowledged: "I
feared the people," etc. (1 Samuel 15: 24).

The argument is that even though humility is a great trait, it is only appropriate in its proper place.
However, Shaul, who was the head of the tribes of Israel, should not have used the trait of humility,
but should have conducted himself with royal leadership, as our Sages expounded (Ketubot 17a):
"Set a king over you" (Deuteronomy 17:15) "that his awe shall be upon you," not that the king
should fear the people.

And for this reason, Shaul stumbled once and it caused him harm, whereas David stumbled twice
and it did not cause him harm, because David's flaw was merely a sin, and since he repented, the sin
was forgiven and he did not lose his kingship. But Shaul, whose reason for stumbling was in his
character traits, even though he repented, as Shaul himself said, "I have sinned, for | have
transgressed the commandment of the Lord and your words, because | feared the people," he lost
the kingship because the reason for his stumble, which was the trait of humility out of place,
remained with him, contradicting kingship, and therefore it is not appropriate to forgive him even
when he repented.

Questions

e Why was Shaul deprived of the kingship in consequence of his one
sin, while David's two sins did not cost him the kingship, according to
Rav Shmulevitz in Sichot Mussar?

e Whatisthe inherent difference that he identifies between the sins of the two
kings?

e Think back to the first encounter between Shmuel and Shaul in
Chapter 9. How might we argue that Shmuel anticipated and tried to
forestall this problem?

e Can you think of another reason why David's sins did not cost him the
kingship but Shaul’s sin did?
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