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The cheit of David with Batsheva is a central feature of Shmuel Beis. It is terribly
difficult to understand; many different interpretations have been given. In this piece,
we are introduced to an idea that has implications for our lives today.
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Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: "A person should never bring himself to a situation of temptation.
For behold, King David of Israel brought himself to a situation of temptation and stumbled. He said
before Him: Master of the Universe, why is it said, 'God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and God of Jacob,’
and it is not said, 'God of David'? [God] said: They were tested on this matter, but you | did not test. He
said before Him: Master of the Universe, test me and examine me, as it is said, 'Test me, O Lord, and
examine me.' He said: | test you with a matter of lewdness [ will test you]. | did not inform the
patriarchs of what | tested them with, but | will inform you - concerning matters of lewdness."
Immediately, "And it came to pass, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his
servants with him and all Israel. And they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But
David remained in Jerusalem" (2 Samuel 11:1).....This is as it is written, "You have tested my heart, You
have visited [me] at night, You have refined me, You will not find in me [evil]; my mouth shall not
transgress" (Psalms 17:3). [David] said: How great a fall for those who hate me, and not saying those
words [if | would have fallen in my mouth and not have said those words (You tested me and examined
me)].

INITIATIVE

ORTHODOX
Uhion

RNING s LEADERSHIP

« COMMUNITY



Questions

77 TIT was certainly not asking to be mentioned in the n7'on for his T23. Why
do you think he was asking?

When he was unsuccessful in passing his |03, what was his reaction?

What do we learn from this?

Can you think of a place in davening where we do the opposite of what TIT
Jmn did?
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