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Retroactive Recognition: Gideon’s Encounter with an Angel 
 

 כב-יח, כא -יב, יז-שופטים ו:יא

י  ִ֑ זְר  עֶׁ י הָּ ַ֣ ש אֲב  ָ֖ ר לְיוֹאָּ ֶׁ֥ ה אֲשֶׁ ָ֔ ר בְעׇפְרָּ ַ֣ הֵּ֙ אֲשֶׁ אֵלָּ ָֽ חַת הָּ בֵּ֙ תַַּ֤ שֶׁ ךְ ה׳ וַיֵֵּ֙ א מַלְאַַ֣ ב ֹ֞ פְנֵֶׁ֥י   וַיָּ יס מ  ָ֖ נ  ת לְהָּ יםֵּ֙ בַגַָ֔ ט  ט ח  בֵַּ֤ וֹן בְנ֗וֹ ח  דְעַ֣ וְג 
 ֶׁ֥ צָּ ָ֛א מָּ ם־נָּ יו א  ר אֵלָָּ֔ אמֶׁ י ל… ויַ ַ֣ ָֽ חָּ וֹר הֶׁ בֶׁ֥ מְךָ֖ ג  יו ה׳ ע  ר אֵלָָּ֔ אמֶׁ ךְ ה׳ וַי ַ֣ יו מַלְאַַ֣ ָ֖ א אֵלָּ ֶׁ֥ ָֽן׃ וַיֵרָּ ָֽ דְיָּ וֹת  מ  יֵּ֙ אָ֔ יתָּ ל  ַּ֤ ש  ִ֑יך וְעָּ ן בְעֵינֶׁ י חֵָ֖ את 

ה מְדַבֵֶׁ֥  ָ֖ אַתָּ ר אָּ שָּ ִ֑יך וַי אמַַ֕ נֶׁ י לְפָּ ָ֖ נַחְת  י וְה  ת ָ֔ נְחָּ ת־מ  יֵּ֙ אֶׁ צֵאת  יך וְה ָֽ י אֵלֶָׁ֔ ַ֣ א  הֵּ֙ עַד־ב  זֶׁ ש מ  ַּ֤ מ  א תָּ י׃ אַל־נָָּ֨ ָֽ מ  ך ר ע  ָֽ ד שוּבֶׁ ב עֶַׁ֥ י אֵשֵָ֖ ֶׁ֥ כ   נ 
ש  אֵֵ֜ עַל הָּ וֹת וַתַָ֨ ר וּבַמַצִ֑ ָ֖ שָּ גֶַׁ֥ע בַבָּ וֹ וַי  ר בְיָּדָ֔ ַ֣ נֶׁתֵּ֙ אֲשֶׁ שְעֵֶּׁ֙ ה הַמ  ת־קְצֵַּ֤ ךְ ה׳ אֶׁ ח מַלְאַַ֣ שְלַֹ֞ רֵּ֙  …וַי  שָּ ת־הַבָּ אכַל אֶׁ ן־הַצ֗וּר וַת ַּ֤  מ 

ךְ  י־מַלְאֶַׁ֥ ָֽ וֹן כ  דְעָ֔ יו׃ וַיַַָֽ֣רְא ג  ָֽ ךְ מֵעֵינָּ לַָ֖ ךְ ה׳ הָּ וֹת וּמַלְאַַ֣ ת־הַמַצָ֔ הֵּ֙ אֲד  וְאֶׁ דְע֗וֹן אֲהָּ ר ג  אמֶׁ וּא וַי ַ֣ יֵּ֙  -ה׳ הִ֑ ית  ֵּ֙ א  ן רָּ י־עַל־כֵַּ֤ ָֽ ַ֣י ה׳ כ  נָּ
ים׃  ָֽ נ  ל־פָּ ים אֶׁ ָ֖ נ  ךְ ה׳ פָּ  מַלְאַַ֣

 
An angel of God came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite. His 
son Gideon was then beating out wheat inside a winepress in order to keep it safe from the Midianites. 
The angel of God appeared to him and said to him, “God is with you, valiant warrior…And he said to him, 
“If I have gained Your favor, give me a sign that it is You who are speaking to me. Do not leave this place 
until I come back to you and bring out my offering and place it before you.” And he answered, “I will stay 
until you return.” 

 
The angel of God held out the staff that he carried, and touched the meat and the unleavened bread with 
its tip. A fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. And the angel of 
God vanished from his sight. Then Gideon realized that indeed it was an angel of God; and Gideon said, 
Alas, O Sovereign God! For I have seen an angel of God face to face 

 
Throughout Tanach, we see many other examples of humans encountering angels, and only realizing the 
angel’s true identity retroactively. Among these are Avraham Avinu, Yaakov Avinu, and Yehoshua.  
 

 אברהם אבינו - ח- בראשית יח:א

רְא וְ  יוֵּ֙ וַיַָ֔ א עֵינָּ ַּ֤ שָּ וֹם׃ וַי  ם הַיָֽ ל כְח ֶׁ֥ הֶׁ א ָ֖ תַח־הָּ ָֽ ב פֶׁ שֵֶׁ֥ וּא י  א וְהָ֛ יוֵּ֙ ה׳ בְאֵלֹנֵָ֖י מַמְרִֵ֑ א אֵלָּ ַּ֤ יו  וַיֵרָּ ִ֑ לָּ ים עָּ ָ֖ ב  צָּ ים נ  ה אֲנָּש ָ֔ ַ֣ נֵהֵּ֙ שְלֹשָּ ה 
ה׃ וַי   רְצָּ ָֽ חוּ אָּ שְתַָ֖ ל וַי  הֶׁ א ָ֔ תַח הָּ ַ֣ פֶׁ םֵּ֙ מ  אתָּ קְרָּ ָֽרׇץ ל  ַּ֤ רְא וַיָּ ך׃ וַיַ֗ ָֽ ל עַבְדֶׁ ר מֵעֶַׁ֥ ֶׁ֥א תַעֲב ָ֖ יך אַל־נָּ י חֵןֵּ֙ בְעֵינֶָׁ֔ את  ַּ֤ צָּ א מָּ ם־נָָּ֨ י א  נָּ֗ ר אֲד   אמִַ֑

םֵּ֙ אַ  בְכֶׁ וּ ל  ם וְסַעֲדַּ֤ חֶׁ ה פַת־לֵֶׁ֜ קְחָָּ֨ ץ׃ וְאֶׁ עֵָֽ חַת הָּ וּ תֶַׁ֥ עֲנָ֖ שָּ ָֽ ִ֑ם וְה  וּ רַגְלֵיכֶׁ ם וְרַחֲצָ֖ י  ַ֣א מְעַט־מַָ֔ ח־נָּ ם  י קַָֽ ָ֖ ן עֲבַרְתֶׁ י־עַל־כֵֶׁ֥ ָֽ רוּ כ  ר תַעֲב ָ֔ חַַ֣
ח חֶׁ  קַָ֨ … וַי  רְתָּ בַָֽ ר ד  ֶׁ֥ ה כַאֲשֶׁ ָ֖ ן תַעֲשֶׁ וּ כֵֶׁ֥ אמְרָ֔ ִ֑ם וַי ַ֣ ל־עַבְדְכֶׁ ד  עַָֽ מֵֵ֧ וּא־ע  ם וְהָֽ ִ֑ פְנֵיהֶׁ ן ל  תֵָ֖ ה וַי  שָָּ֔ ר עָּ ַ֣ רֵּ֙ אֲשֶׁ קָּ ן־הַבָּ ב וּבֶׁ לָּ֗ ה וְחָּ מְאֵָּ֜

לוּ׃  ץ וַי אכֵָֽ עֵָ֖ חַת הָּ ם תֶַׁ֥ ָ֛  עֲלֵיהֶׁ
 

Hashem appeared to him by the plains of Mamre; he was sitting at the entrance of the tent as the day 



                                                                                                                                        
 

grew hot. Looking up, he saw three figures standing near him. Perceiving this, he ran from the entrance of 
the tent to greet them and, bowing to the ground, he said, “My lords! If it please you, do not go on past 
your servant. Let a little water be brought; bathe your feet and recline under the tree. And let me fetch a 
morsel of bread that you may refresh yourselves; then go on—seeing that you have come your servant’s 
way.” They replied, “Do as you have said” …He took curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared 
and set these before them; and he waited on them under the tree as they ate. 

 
 רש״י על בראשית יט:א 

דוֹ  המלאכים.  חוֹ גָּ כ  ם שֶׁ הָּ ל אַבְרָּ ר אַחֵר אֵצֶׁ בָּ ים; דָּ ם אֲנָּש  אָּ ם קְרָּ הֶׁ מָּ ינָּה ע  ה שְכ  יְתָּ הָּ ים? כְשֶׁ ם אֲנָּש  אָּ ן קְרָּ יוּ  וּלְהַלָּ ל וְהָּ
ים )בראשית רבה(:  כ  ם מַלְאָּ אָּ ל לוֹט קְרָּ ים, וְאֵצֶׁ ם אֲנָּש  אָּ ים קְרָּ צְלוֹ כַאֲנָּש  ין אֶׁ יר  ים תְד  כ   הַמַלְאָּ

 
Angels — But elsewhere (Genesis 18:2) Scripture calls them men! When the Divine Presence was with 
them, it speaks of them as men. Another explanation is: in connection with Abraham whose power to 
receive heavenly visitors was great and whom angels visited as regularly as men, it calls them men, but in 
connection with Lot it calls them angels- Genesis Rabbah 50:2 

 
 יעקב אבינו -לא - בראשית לב: כה

גַָ֖  וֹ וַי  לֵּ֙ לָ֔ א יָּכ  י ל ַּ֤ ַ֣ רְא כ  חַר. וַיַ֗ ָֽ וֹת הַשָּ ד עֲלֶׁ֥ וֹ עַָ֖ מָ֔ ישֵּ֙ ע  ק א  בֵֶׁ֥ ב לְבַדִ֑וֹ וַיֵאָּ ר יַעֲק ָ֖ תֵֶׁ֥ וָּּ וֹ  וַי  בְקָ֖ ָֽ ב בְהֵאָּ ךְ יַעֲק ָ֔ ַָֽ֣רֶׁ קַעֵּ֙ כַף־יֶׁ וֹ וַתֵֵּ֙ ע בְכַף־יְרֵכִ֑
א חַר וַי ֵּ֙ ִ֑ ָ֖ה הַשָּ לָּ י עָּ ֶׁ֥ י כ  נ  ר שַלְחֵָ֔ אמֶׁ וֹ׃ וַי ַ֣ מָֽ ר  ע  אמֶׁ ב׃ וַי ֗ ר יַעֲק ָֽ אמֶׁ ך וַי ָ֖ ִ֑ יו מַה־שְמֶׁ ָ֖ ר אֵלָּ אמֶׁ י׃ וַי ֶׁ֥ נ  ָֽ ם־בֵרַכְתָּ י א  ָ֖ לֵחֲךָ֔ כ  א אֲשַָֽ רֵּ֙ ל ַ֣ מֶׁ

שְ  ל׃ וַי  ָֽ ים וַתוּכָּ ָ֖ ם־אֲנָּש  ים וְע  ָ֛ ם־אֱלֹה  יתָּ ע  ֵ֧ ר  י־שָּ ָֽ ל כ  אִֵ֑ שְרָּ ם־י  י א  ָ֖ מְךָ֔ כ  ר עוֹדֵּ֙ ש  מֵֶׁ֥ בֵּ֙ יֵאָּ א יַעֲק  בל ַּ֤ ל יַעֲק ֗ ַ֣א    אַַ֣ ה־נָּ ידָּ ָֽ רֵּ֙ הַג  אמֶׁ וַי ֵּ֙
י וֹם פְנ  קָ֖ ם הַמָּ ב שֵֶׁ֥ א יַעֲק ָ֛ ֵ֧ קְרָּ ם׃ וַי  ָֽ וֹ שָּ תָ֖ ךְ א  רֶׁ ֶׁ֥ י וַיְבָּ ִ֑ שְמ  ל ל  שְאַַ֣ ה ת  ָ֖ ה זֶׁ ֶׁ֥מָּ ר לָּ אמֶׁ ך וַי ַ֕ ים  שְמֶָׁ֔ נ ָ֔ ל־פָּ ים אֶׁ ַ֣ נ  יםֵּ֙ פָּ י אֱלֹה  ית  ַּ֤ א  י־רָּ ָֽ ל כ  אִֵ֑

י׃  ָֽ ל נַפְש  נָּצֵָ֖  וַת 
 

Jacob was left alone. And a figure wrestled with him until the break of dawn. When he saw that he had not 
prevailed against him, he wrenched Jacob’s hip at its socket, so that the socket of his hip was strained as 
he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for dawn is breaking.” But he answered, “I will not let you 
go, unless you bless me.” Said the other, “What is your name?” He replied, “Jacob.” Said he, “Your name 
shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with beings divine and human, and have prevailed 
Jacob asked, “Pray tell me your name.” But he said, “You must not ask my name!” And he took leave of 
him there. So Jacob named the place Peniel, meaning, I have seen a divine being face to face, yet my life 
has been preserved 

 
 טו -יהושע ה:יג 

וֹ  וֹ וְחַרְבֶׁ֥ ד לְנֶׁגְדָ֔ מֵַ֣ ישֵּ֙ ע  נֵה־א  רְא וְה  יוֵּ֙ וַיַָ֔ א עֵינָּ ַּ֤ שָּ יחוֹֹ֒ וַי  יר  ָֽ עַַ֮ ב  וֹת יְהוֹש ֻׁ֘ הְיַ֣ ָֽ י ב  וֹ  וַיְה ֗ ר לָ֔ אמֶׁ יוֵּ֙ וַי ַ֣ עַ אֵלָּ ַּ֤ ךְ יְהוֹש  לֶׁ וֹ וַיֵָ֨ ה בְיָּדִ֑ ָ֖ שְלוּפָּ
ר   אמֶׁ ינוּ׃ וַי ַ֣ רֵָֽ ם־לְצָּ ה א  ָ֖ נוּ אַתָּ ֶׁ֥ אמֶׁ  ׀הֲלָּ חוּ וַי ַ֣ שְתָָּ֔ הֵּ֙ וַי  רְצָּ ֶׁ֥יו אֵַּ֙ נָּ ל־פָּ עַ אֶׁ ל֩ יְהוֹש ָ֨ פ  י וַי  את  ִ֑ ה בָּ ַ֣ ָ֖ה עַתָּ וָּ א־יְה  ָֽ י שַר־צְבָּ ֶׁ֥ י אֲנ  ָ֛ א כ  וֹ  ל ֗ ר לָ֔

 ַ֣ ך כ  ל רַגְלֶָׁ֔ עַלְךֵּ֙ מֵעַַ֣ עַ שַל־נַָֽ ל־יְהוֹש ֗ ה אֶׁ וֵָּ֜ א יְה  ר֩ שַר־צְבָָּ֨ אמֶׁ ל־עַבְדָֽוֹ׃ וַי ֩ ר אֶׁ י מְדַבֵֶׁ֥ ָ֖ נ  ה אֲד  ֶׁ֥ יו  מָּ ָ֖ לָּ ד עָּ מֵֶׁ֥ ה ע  ָ֛ ר אַתָּ ֶׁ֥ ק֗וֹם אֲשֶׁ י הַמָּ
ן עַ כֵָֽ ָ֖ וּא וַיֶַׁ֥עַש יְהוֹש  ש הִ֑ דֶׁ  ׃ ק ַ֣

 
Once, when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a figure standing before him, drawn sword in 
hand. Joshua went up to him and asked him, “Are you one of us or of our enemies?” He replied, “No, I am 
captain of God’s host. Now I have come!” Joshua threw himself face down to the ground and, prostrating 
himself, said to him, “What does my lord command his servant?” The captain of God’s host answered 
Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so. 

 



                                                                                                                                        
 

 
 

Questions 
 

● What is the common denominator between these encounters? 
 

● What differences do you notice between the different encounters and what might that tell 
you about the varying levels of kedusha of each individual? See Rashi on Bereshit 19:1 

 
● Focus on the moment of realization in the different stories- what reactions are triggered? 

How, if at all, does the encounter change the perspective of the person involved? 
 

● What is a moment in your life where you recognized the hand of Hashem involved, but 
perhaps only retroactively? 

 
● Bonus question- how does Gideon’s encounter with an angel compare to Eshet Manoach’s 

(the wife of Manoach, Shimshon’s mother) encounter with an angel, later in Shoftim (Ch. 
13) 

 


